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MAXINE WATERS; BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN; PETER WELCH; BRAD R.
WENSTRUP; BRUCE WESTERMAN; JENNIFER WEXTON; SUSAN WILD; NIKEMA
WILLIAMS; FREDERICA S. WILSON; STEVE WOMACK; JOHN A. YARMUTH; DON
YOUNG:; the following persons named are for their capacities as U.S. Senators; TAMMY
BALDWIN; JOHN BARRASSO; MICHAEL F. BENNET; MARSHA BLACKBURN;
RICHARD BLUMENTHAL; ROY BLUNT; CORY A. BOOKER; JOHN BOOZMAN; MIKE
BRAUN; SHERROD BROWN; RICHARD BURR; MARIA CANTWELL; SHELLEY
CAPITO; BENJAMIN L. CARDIN; THOMAS R. CARPER; ROBERT P. CASEY JR.; BILL
CASSIDY:; SUSAN M. COLLINS; CHRISTOPHER A. COONS; JOHN CORNYN;
CATHERINE CORTEZ MASTO; TOM COTTON; KEVIN CRAMER; MIKE CRAPO:
STEVE DAINES; TAMMY DUCKWORTH; RICHARD J. DURBIN; JONI ERNST; DIANNE
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GRASSLEY; BILL HAGERTY; MAGGIE HASSAN; MARTIN HEINRICH; JOHN
HICKENLOOPER; MAZIE HIRONO; JOHN HOEVEN; JAMES INHOFE; RON JOHNSON;
TIM KAINE; MARK KELLY; ANGUS S. KING, JR.; AMY KLOBUCHAR; JAMES
LANKFORD; PATRICK LEAHY; MIKE LEE; BEN LUJAN; CYNTHIA M. LUMMIS; JOE
MANCHIN III; EDWARD J. MARKEY; MITCH MCCONNELL; ROBERT MENENDEZ;
JEFF MERKLEY; JERRY MORAN; LISA MURKOWSKI; CHRISTOPHER MURPHY;
PATTY MURRAY; JON OSSOFF; ALEX PADILLA; RAND PAUL; GARY C. PETERS;
ROB PORTMAN; JACK REED; JAMES E. RISCH; MITT ROMNEY; JACKY ROSEN;
MIKE ROUNDS:; MARCO RUBIO; BERNARD SANDERS; BEN SASSE; BRIAN SCHATZ:
CHARLES E. SCHUMER; RICK SCOTT; TIM SCOTT; JEANNE SHAHEEN; RICHARD C.
SHELBY; KYRSTEN SINEMA; TINA SMITH;
DEBBIE STABENOW; DAN SULLIVAN; JON TESTER; JOHN THUNE; THOM TILLIS;
PATRICK J. TOOMEY; HOLLEN VAN; MARK R. WARNER; RAPHAEL G. WARNOCK;
ELIZABETH WARREN; SHELDON WHITEHOUSE; ROGER F. WICKER; RON WYDEN:
TODD YOUNG: JOSEPH ROBINETTE BIDEN JR in his capacity of President of the United
States; MICHAEL RICHARD PENCE in his capacity as former Vice President of the United
States, and KAMALA HARRIS in her capacity as Vice President of the United States and JOHN
and JANE DOES 1-100,

Detfendants.

Comes now Plaintiff, Loy Arlan Brunson (‘Brunson™) in pro se, alleges against
Defendants as follows:

PARTIES AND JURISDICTION

1. Plaintiff is an individual residing in Utah County, State of Utah.
2. Plaintiff voted in the 2020 Presidential Election.
3. The acts committed against Plaintiff took place while he was living and

voted in Utah County, State of Utah.



4. Plaintiff”s right to bring this action includes. but not limited to, Amendment
[ of the United States Constitution which states: “Congress shall make no law respecting
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to

petition the Government for a redress of grievances.” (Underline added)

5. Defendants all have an office, or workplace in Washington, DC.
6. This court has jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1331 & 1332, and the
amount in controversy exceeds $75,000.00.

BACKDROP COMMON TO ALL ALLEGATIONS

—THE OATH OF OFFICE—

7. “Let it simply be asked. where is the security for property, for reputation for life,
if the sense of moral and religious obligation desert the oaths which are the instruments of
investigation in courts of justice.” —George Washington on the sanctity of oaths.

8. The oath of office is the thread by which today the U.S. Constitution hangs.

9. The U.S. Constitution, Article VI, clause 3 states “The Senators and
Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the several State Legislatures, and all
executive and judicial Officers, both of the United States and of the several States, shall be
bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be
required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United States. ™

10.  The U.S. Senator Defendants have each taken this oath “/ do solemnly swear (or
affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies,
foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that [ take this

obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that Iwill well and



Jaithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I an about 1o enter: So help me God. ™

11.  The U.S. House Representative Defendants have each taken this oath as
described in 5 U.S.C. §3331 which states 1, AB, do solemnly swear (or aftirm) that I will
support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and
domestic: that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that 1 take this obligation freely,
without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I will well and faithfully
discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to enter. So help me God.”

12.  All the Defendants have made an allegiance to God that they would support and
defend the Constitution of the United States of America against all enemies, foreign and
domestic.

13.  The Constitution of the United States was established to protect our God given
rights which are therefore unalienable. Every person on earth has these same rights,

14, The 2™ Clause of the Declaration of Independence states: "We hold these truths to
be self evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness, -That to
secure these rights, governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed. . .”

15. Our unalienable rights are given to us from God and therefore no Government
has the power to make laws that deny or disparage them without being guilty of committing
crimes against humanity.

16.  The Utah State Supreme Court supports the fact that our rights come from God as

found in the case of American Bush v. City Of South Salt Lake, 2006 UT 40 140 P.3d.1235 which

states “In considering State constitutions we must not commit the mistake of supposing that.



because individual rights are guarded and protected by them, they must also be considered as
owing their origin to them. These instruments measure the powers of the rulers, but they do not
measure the rights of the governed. . . . [A state constitution] is not the beginning ot a
community, nor the origin of private rights; it is not the fountain of law, nor the incipient state of
government; it is not the cause, but consequence, of personal and political freedom; it grants no
rights to the people. but is the creature of their power, the instrument of their convenience.
Designed for their protection in the enjoyment of the rights and powers which they possessed
before the constitution was made, it is but the framework of the political government . . . It
presupposes an organized society, law, order, property, personal freedom, a love of political
liberty, and enough of cultivated intelligence to know how to guard it against the encroachments
of tyranny.” (Bold emphasis added)

17. Amendment 9 of the Constitution of the United States (known as the
interpretation clause) clarifies the fact that no government has the right to misconstrue our
God-given rights which states, "The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not
be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people." In other words, Congress
has no power to enact laws that would violate our God-given rights.

18.  Laws that violate our God-given rights are null and void. “[CJonsequences.
manifestly contradictory to commeon reason, they are, with regard to those collateral
consequences, void. I lay down the rule with these restrictions; though I know it is generally laid
down more largely, that acts of parliament contrary to reason are void. But if the parliament will
positively enact a thing to be done which is unreasonable, I know of no power that can control it:
and the examples usually alleged in support of this sense of the rule do none of them prove, that

where the main object of a statute is unreasonable the judges are at liberty to reject it; for that
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were to set the judicial power above that of the legislature, which would be subversive of all
government. But where some collateral matter arises out of the general words, and happens to be
unreasonable; there the judges are in decency to conclude that this consequence was not foreseen

by the parliament, and therefore they are at liberty to expound the statute by equity, and only

quoad hoc disregard it.” (Brackets added) State Ex Rel Z.C., 2007 UT 54

19.  Powers put into place that fail to protect our God given rights entitle mankind to =
... dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another. and to assume among
the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of
Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should
declare the causes which impel them to the separation.” (First clause of the Declaration of
Independence.)

20. The exclusive powers extended to the legislative branch of Congress for the
making of laws are subject to Amendment IX of the U.S. Constitution, and as such “This
Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made Pursuance thereof; . . .shall
be the supreme Law of the land; . . .". See Article VI, U.S. Constitution.

21. The Defendants by way of their oath of office are sworn defenders of the U.S.
Constitution.

22.  The Defendants are sworn defenders of the U.S. Constitution bound by oath to
God to defend the God-given rights of “We The People” against foreign and domestic enemies
of the U.S. Constitution.

23.  The U.S. Constitution was written with honor, respect and recognition of our Lord

Jesus Christ as memorialized in Article VII Clause 3 which states, = . . . in the Year of our



Lord ...", and as such the Defendants have sworn an allegiance to the author of our freedoms
and liberties; our Lord Jesus Christ.

24, The Prophet Isaiah 30: 9, of the King James version of the Holy Bible states.
“That this is a rebellious people. lying children. children that will not hear the law of the Lord.”

25, The “law of the Lord™ spoken of by Isaiah is the U.S. Constitution as claimed by
George Albert Smith.

26. On September 23, 1945, George Albert Smith, a Prophet of God of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (*Saints™) while giving a dedicatory prayer of the Idaho
Temple stated, = . . ."for this purpose have I established the Constitution of this land . . ." [D&C
101:80] . . . to fulfill the ancient prophecy of Isaiah that *out of Zion shall go forth the law and
the word of the Lord trom Jerusalem.” [Isaiah 2:3]". (Brackets and bold emphasis udded)

27.  The said D&C is the Doctrine and Covenants of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints.

28. The U.S. Constitution is the instrument set up by God to protect our God-given
unalienable rights.

29.  The plenary power of Amendment IX of the U.S. Constitution nullifies any kind
of legal protection that an enemy against the U.S. Constitution claims to have.

30.  The plenary power of Amendment IX nullifies any interpretation of Amendment
XII that would allow Congress to accept and count fraudulent votes provided by the States.

31 A rigged election is an attack against the U.S. Constitution especially against the
equal protection clause of the 14™ Amendment of the U.S. Constitution,

32. Despite the showing of evidence proving that the November 3, 2020 U.S.

Presidential general election (“Presidential Election™) was fraudulent, affecting the President of



the United States, the Vice President of the United States and members of the United States
Congress, the Defendants intentionally refused to investigate the evidence and conspired to cover
up the evidence to fraudulently have Joseph Robinette Biden Jr. ("Biden™) inaugurated as
President and Kamala Harris (“Harris™) inaugurated as Vice President.

33.  This act of conspiracy has the same end result as an act of war; to place into
power whom the Defendants want, which is Biden.

34, Fraud vitiates everything.

FACTS COMMON TO ALL THE ALLEGATIONS

Intentional refusal to ensure an honest and fair election.

35.  OnlJanuary 6, 2021, the | 1 7™ Congress held a proceeding and debate
(“Proceeding™). See “Exhibit 1 which is attached and is a copy of the Congressional Record
(“Record™) of this proceeding and debate. This Proceeding was for the purpose of counting
votes for the President and Vice President of the United States under Amendment XI1I. The
following took place in this Proceeding:

36. At the top of this Proceeding the Chaplain Reverend offered a prayer and in part
stated, “We have pledged to defend our Constitution against all enemies, we pray Your hedge of
protection around this Nation. Defend us from those adversaries, both foreign and domestic . . .
So help us, God, to serve You and this Nation with Godliness and dignity . . . we pray these
things in the strength of Your holy name, Amen.” (“Prayer™)

37 After this prayer, the pledge of allegiance was given.

38.  Certain U.S. House representatives provided evidence exposing a fraudulent

rigged Presidential Election which was an attack against the U.S. Constitution.



39, U.S. House Representative James Daniel Jordan (~Jordan™) pointed out that there
was something wrong with the Presidential election when it was found that during the campaign
Biden would do an event and he would get 50 people to his event, while at just one rally
President Trump would get 50,000 people. But somehow Biden, who never left his house, wins
the Presidential Election.

40. The said statement alone rings with enough circumstantial evidence warranting an
investigation into the Presidential Election for voter and election fraud.

41. Jordan asked Defendants Chairman Nadler and Chairwoman Maloney for an
investigation into the Presidential Election who both refused.

42. Jordan stated that their refusal to allow any kind of hearing or investigation into
the Presidential Election fraud was due to the fact that they wanted to ensure that President
Trump would not win. This shows them as conspirators involved in an act of war against the
U.S. Constitution.

43, The Presidential Election was successfully uninvestigated which disenfranchised
the American voters.

44.  The Presidential Election was intentionally not investigated by those involved on
a large scale who had power to keep it from being investigated for any fraud or crimes, and who
had the power to keep certain members our judicial branch of Government from refusing to rule
on the evidence of the fraud presented to them.

45. Jordan went on to identify acts connecting to and leading up to election and voter
fraud by stating;

a. that On July 31. 2016 Jim Comey’s FBI takes out an insurance policy; opens an

investigation on the President Trump based on nothing;
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b. and then on May 17, 2017 Mueller was named special counsel. Two years they
investigate the Russia hoax. Nineteen lawyers, 40 agents and 40 million dollars of
taxpayer money for nothing;
c¢. and then on December 18, 2019 Democrat House Members voted to impeach
President Trump based on an anonymous whistleblower with no firsthand knowledge,
who was biased against the President and who worked for Biden,
d. and then after these attempts failed, they unconstitutionally changed the election
laws of Arizona, Pennsylvania, Georgia, Michigan, Nevada, and Wisconsin.
46. The election laws that were changed in the said States violated the separation of
powers doctrine stealing the election from Trump for Biden's win.
47. During the Proceeding, U.S. House Representative Andrew S. Biggs (“Biggs™),
produced 1,000 affidavits attesting to the rigged Presidential Election that gave Biden his win.
48.  Also, Biggs identified more acts of a rigged election by laying before the
Proceeding a letter (“Letter”) dated December 31, 2020 addressed to Defendant Vice President
Michael Richard Pence (“Pence™) from Kelly J. Townsend (“Townsend™) (whom at that time
was a Senator—Elect) who attested in the Letter that;
a. as the Chairwoman of the Arizona House Elections, she experienced several
occurrences thwarting their ability to investigate election fraud surrounding the
Presidential Election,
b. and on December 14“’, 2020, Arizona sent an alternate slate of electors, along
with a resolution from 21 current and 8 newly elected legislators asking Defendant
Pence to refrain from accepting the Biden electors until they could adequately

investigate claims of fraud.
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¢. and that she requested an Election Committee discovery hearing in order to
invoke subpoena power to acquire the voting machines and ballots in order to do a
comprehensive and forensic audit, which was denied,

d. and she said that probable tampering with the voting machines existed. and that a
group of AZ citizens uncovered a minimum of over 100,000 fraudulent votes
supported by over 1000 affidavits,

e¢. and on December 9, the Senate President authorized a hearing via the Judiciary
committee that did result in subpoenas to the Maricopa County Supervisors (who
oversee the elections process) that they had not yet, as of the date of her letter, been
complied with, and;

f  she further stated that because they had been met with strong obstruction at every
turn as itemized in exhibit A of her letter, she moved Pence to not accept the electors
until a resolution of the said matters had been made.

49. The allegations found in Townsend’s Letter, including her exhibit A, is
incorporated as though her allegations are fully stated herein.

50.  During the proceeding, U.S. House Representative Morris Jackson "Mo" Brooks
stated that for years the news media and the Democrats have deceived America about the Trump-
Russia collusion and the existence of foreign interference in the 2016 elections.

51. Mo also stated that in 2020 Democrats promoted massive foreign interference in
American elections by helping illegal aliens and other noncitizens vote in American elections,

thereby canceling the votes of and stealing elections from American citizens.
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52. Mo provided Exhibits A-J of compelling and irrefutable evidence that had only
the lawful votes cast by eligible American citizens been counted, Biden lost, and President
Trump won the electoral college.

53, The allegations made by Mo along with his said exhibits are incorporated as
though they are fully stated herein.

54. Mo stated it was his constitutional duty to promote honest and accurate elections
by rejecting electoral college vote submissions from States whose electoral systems are so badly
flawed as to render their vote submissions unreliable, untrustworthy, and unworthy of
acceptance. The oath of office requires all members of U.S. Congress to do the same.

55.  The Proceeding provides additional irrefutable evidence proving, beyond a
reasonable doubt, that the Presidential Election was rigged in every single State of the United
States of America giving Biden and Harris a fraudulent win.

56.  The said fraudulent win was accomplished by, but not limited to, the illegal
changing of both state and federal election laws, the counting of fraudulent / illegal votes
favoring Biden wherein the number of submitted ballots exceeded the number of registered
voters, and the voting machines fraudulently switched Trump votes to Biden.

57.  The rigged election was an act of stealing the election from legitimate honest
voters which was protected by; 1) the denial of investigations, 2) by the corrupt mainstream news
media who almost on a daily basis discredited election and voter fraud allegations during
relevant times, 3) by social media giants who discredited and silenced allegations of election and
voter fraud, 4) by many members of the Executive Branch of Government such as State and
Federal prosecuting attorneys, 5) by members of the Judicial Branch of Government—Article I11

courts, 6) and by members of the Legislative branches of Government found in both State and

o
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Federal levels. The protection was so widespread that it included all the Defendants who made
wild claims that the election was honest. fair and that there was no fraud of any kind affecting
the outcome of the Presidential Election. The Defendants conspired in giving aid and comfort to
enemies of the U.S. Constitution.

58.  Despite the overwhelming preponderance of evidence presented throughout the
Proceeding and found elsewhere that is readily available and continues to be exposed, all proving
Biden's win was fraudulent, the Defendants held tast to the lies that Biden won an honest
election.

59.  The Defendants pushed these lies with the cry that the Presidential Election was
the most honest in history and that many courts of law agreed.

60. Additionally, Defendant Mike Lee stated, “We each have to remember that we
swore an oath to uphold, protect and defend this document, written nearly two and a half
centuries ago by wise men raised up by God for that very purpose. That document makes clear
what our role is and what it isn’t. It makes clear who does what when it comes to deciding
Presidential elections. . . Then comes the 12" Amendment . . . Our job is to open and then count.
Open then count —that is it. That is all there is.”

61.  Then Defendant Steny H. Hoyer stated, “We, the Member of Congress, who
swore an oath before God to preserve and protect the Constitution of the United States and our
democracy, must do so now.”

62.  The Defendants correctly espoused their duty under their oath of office, and then
they knowingly mocked their oaths and the opening Prayer by becoming the very enemies of the

U.S. Constitution, which they swore to protect.



63. The 12" Amendment cannot be construed to allow fraudulent votes to be counted,
if so then it stands in direct conflict with their oaths of office. Defendants cannot be sworn
protectors and defenders of the U.S. Constitution and then be its enemy under the auspices of the
12™ Amendment. This is treason.

64. Furthermore, the 12" Amendment is not available for exercise under fraud.

65.  The Defendants claim the U.S. Constitution was inspired by God allowing a
criminal to steal an election and then to be crowned its victor. —“Thou shalt not steal™ has no

i
" Amendment.

meaning to the Defendants because they believe it was nullified by the 12
66.  For the reasons stated above, the intentional disregard to investigate the
Presidential Election for voter and election fraud was a levy of war and an attack against

Brunson’s constitutional protected right to participate in a honest and fair election.

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION
(Promissory Estoppel Count I — as to all the Defendants)

67.  Plaintiff hereby incorporates all preceding and foregoing paragraphs including all
Exhibits attached to this Complaint as though set forth fully herein.

68. Promissory Estoppel Count I — Failure to protect Brunson's right to vote in an
honest and fair election.

69.  Each of the Defendants have taken the required binding Oath of Office respective
to their offices as either a U.S. Senator, U.S. House member, President, and Vice President of the
United States. This oath is also a promise made to Brunson.

70.  Each of these Defendants made a promise under their said oaths, which
constitutes an oath to Brunson, and to *“We The People™, that they would ensure an honest and

fair election.



71. Article IV Section IV of the U.S. Constitution states, “The United States shall
guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican Form of Government.” Voting is the
greatest power an individual can exercise in a Republic; it is their voice and the way citizens
protect their Constitutional rights and the U.S. Constitution.

72.  An honest and fair election can only be supported by legal votes, this is sacred. It
is the basis of our U.S. Republican Form of Government protected by the U.S. Constitution. The
efforts made, as stated above, that avoided an investigation of how Biden won the election, is an
act of treason and an act of levying war against the U. S. Constitution which violated Brunson’s
right to vote in an honest and fair election and as such it wrongfully invalidated his vote.

73.  The Defendants refusal to investigate the serious allegations that the Presidential
Election was rigged, as stated above, ran contrary to their oath to ensure an honest and fair
election.

74.  Brunson relied upon the Defendants for a fair and honest election when he cast his
vote in the Presidential Election.

75.  During the Proceeding, the votes of the electors affecting the Presidential Election
that were presented for counting were cased with allegations of fraud as stated above. On
account of this, all of the Defendants were required by oath to protect Brunson’s right to vote in
an honest and fair election by rejecting the elector votes until an investigation had been made.
This they did not do. By failing to do this they wrongfully, unconstitutionally, and in violation
of their oaths to Brunson, invalidated Brunson’s vote.

76.  Failing to investigate how Biden won the election reaches the same effect as
though fraudulent votes were counted to give him his win. This invalidated Brunson’s vote so

that he could not participate in honest and fair election.
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7. The said oath of office requires that the Defendants must tight against all enemies
of the U.S. Constitution for Brunson and “We The People™. Furthermore the 9™ and 12"
Amendments do not allow for the counting of fraudulent votes because in so doing it fails to
protect the U.S. Constitution thus protecting Brunson’s right to vote in an honest and fair
election.

78.  For the reasons stated herein, the intentional lack of investigation by Defendants
was an attack against Brunson’s right to vote in an honest and fair election.

79.  Defendant’s intentional lack of investigation into the allegations of election and
voter fraud aided and abetted this fraud, and it violated Brunson’s right to vote in an honest and
fair election.

80.  The Defendants all failed to protect the U.S. Constitution by thwarting the said
investigation which invalidated Brunson’s vote. In this manner, they denied Brunson’s right to
vote in a fair and honest election which also identified the Defendants as enemies of the U.S.
Constitution.

81, As to Defendants Biden, Pelosi, Harris and Pence, in addition to violating their
oaths by failing to protect Brunsons right to vote in an honest election, they also had direct ties
ensuring that no said investigation would take place into how Biden won the election. This was
done to ensure that Trump would not win while also ensuring that they, except for Pence, would
win their own elections. and also to invalidate Brunson’s vote thus setting a precedence that
Brunson's vote would never be validated for any future Federal or State elections.

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION
(Pomissory Estoppel Count I — as to all Defendants)

82. Plaintiff hereby incorporates all preceding and foregoing paragraphs including all

Exhibits attached to this Complaint as though set forth fully herein.
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83. Promissory Estoppel Count 11 — giving aid and comfort to enemies of Brunson's
right to vote in an honest and fair election.

84.  The Defendants gave aid and comfort to the enemies of the U.S. Constitution
whose desire was to wrongfully invalidate Brunson’s vote in violation of Brunson’s right to have
an honest and fair election.

85.  The Defendants had constructive knowledge of evidence proving that there was
voter and election fraud. They refuted this information and claimed that the election was
transparent and honest and as such invalidated Brunson’s vote.

86. As to Defendants Biden, Pelosi, Harris and Pence, in addition to violating their
oaths by giving aid to enemies of Brunson’s right to vote in an honest and fair election, they also
had direct ties ensuring that no said investigation would take place into how Biden won the
election. This was done to ensure that Trump would not win while also ensuring that they, except
for Pence, would win their own elections, and also to invalidate Brunson’s vote thus setting a
precedence that Brunson’s vote would never be validated for any future Federal or State
elections.

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION
(Breach Of Duty — as to all the Defendants)

87.  Plaintiff hereby incorporates all preceding and foregoing paragraphs including all
Exhibits attached to this Complaint as though set forth fully herein.

88.  As per the Defendants oath of office, they each had a duty to protect Brunson’s
right to vote in an honest and fair election.

89.  As stated above, the Defendants were given plenty of evidence proving that Biden

won by a rigged election which they intentionally refused to investigate.



90.  Defendants had a duty under their oath of office to protect Brunson’s right to vote
in an honest and fair election by investigating the said claims that the election was rigged in
favor of Biden. Defendants refused such an investigation which invalidated Brunson’s vote.

FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION
(Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress — as to all the Defendants)

91. Plaintiftf hereby incorporates all preceding and foregoing paragraphs including all
Exhibits attached to this Complaint as though set forth fully herein.

92.  Each of the Defendants took their oath of office without any mental reservations
knowing full well what it meant with a strong will to never violate it. The Prayer was a solemn
witness to this.

03 As stated above, the oath of office is also a promise to Brunson.

94,  The Defendants during the Proceeding gave a witness of their duty to keep their
oath of office.

a5, The Defendants during the Proceeding purposely and maliciously violated their
oath of office when they refused to conduct an investigation as to why Biden won the election.

96.  This refusal was a direct attack against Brunson’s right to vote in an honest and
fair election. It also gave aid and comfort to the enemies of the U.S. Constitution and was an act
of treason by each of the Defendants.

97.  The Defendants violation of the oath of office was a complete disregard to the
votes of “We The People™. and to Brunson's vote. along with his right to vote in a honest and
fair election, causing extreme shock and distress to Brunson.

98.  The Defendants who so easily violated Brunson’s right to vote in an honest and

fair election caused Brunson severe emotional damage, this damage causes fear that Defendants



are now on a course to violate Brunson’s right to freely travel. to make a living. to have privacy.
to own property and essentially destroying his liberties.

99. Brunson’s daily emotional distress and suffering finds moments of relief when
Brunson envisions that the Defendants, especially Biden, Harris, Pelosi, Schumer, Schift, Cortez
and Omar will all soon be charged and found guilty of high treason.

FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION
(Fraud— as to all the Defendants)

100.  Plaintiff hereby incorporates all preceding and foregoing paragraphs including all
Exhibits attached to this Complaint as though set forth fully herein.

101.  Defendants represented to Brunson that they would protect his vote and his voting
rights pursuant to their oath of office.

102.  For the Presidential Election Brunson cast his vote which the Defendants swore to
protect which they did not do.

103. Before Brunson cast his vote, he knew that the Proceeding would be by those
individuals who would take, or had taken, the oath of office, therefore he was contident in
feeling secure by their oath of office that his vote would be validated.

104. Those Defendants who took their oath of office after Brunson cast his vote knew
that Brunson would be relying upon them to validate his vote.

105. The Defendants induced Brunson to vote by way of their promises made to
Brunson that his vote would be validated in an honest and fair election. They did this to give the
appearance that the election was fair and honest which they claimed during the Proceeding.

106.  Brunson relied upon and was induced by Defendant’s promises (oath of office) to
cast his vote for the Presidential Election. He did not know or even imagine that the Defendants

would not keep their promise.



107.  Brunson did not know that the Defendants would fraudulently use a tactic to
invalidate Brunson's vote by refusing to do any investigation into the allegation that the
Presidential Election was rigged. This intentional act fraudulently invalidated Brunson's vote.

108.  Defendants during the Proceeding claimed that the Presidential Election was fair
and honest as though an investigation had produced this finding when in fact no investigation
had been done at all. Defendants wanted Brunson and “We The People™ to believe this.

109. The fact that the Defendants fraudulently did not validate Brunson’s vote in an
honest and fair election deprived Brunson of his U.S. Citizenship because his vote is an essential
clement of his Citizenship, and 1) it inhibits his freedom of association for political groups.
Parity of resources among political groups to persuade, and 2) it violates Brunson's right of
purpose to listen to informed debates with equal opportunities to persuade.

110. Voting is the greatest power an individual can exercise in this U.S. Republic; it is
their voice and the way citizens protect their Constitutional rights and the U.S. Constitution.
Defendants for the reasons stated herein took this power away from Brunson.

111. Defendants have damaged/violated Brunson of his sacred right and unalienable
right to cast a vote in an honest and fair election.

112.  The number of damages Defendants inflicted upon Brunson as stated under this
cause of action is impossible to fully incorporate herein.

113.  Article IlI Section I1I of the United States Constitution states, “Treason against
the United States, shall consist only in levying war against them, or in adhering to their enemies,
giving them aid and comfort.” The Defendants committed acts of treason and committed fraud

against Brunson by denying his right to cast a vote in an honest and fair election.
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114, Biden and Harris both intentionally thwarted the said investigation which
constitutes that they ran a fraudulent campaign and as such aligned themselves as being enemies
of the U.S. Constitution and have committed acts of treason and committed fraud against
Brunson by denying his right to cast a vote in an honest and fair election.

115. Defendant Pelosi with her direct ties to thwarting the said investigation constitutes
acts of treason and committed fraud against Brunson by denying his right to cast a vote in an
honest and fair election.

116. Defendant Pence received a Letter warning him that the Presidential Election had
been rigged and instead of pursuing an investigation into this warning, Pence participated in the
Proceeding, which was fraudulent for the lack of the said investigation, which means he
committed acts of treason, and committed fraud against Brunson—wrongfully invalidating
Brunson's vote.

117. Defendants defrauded the American people and Brunson of their right to vote in
an honest and fair election by intentionally failing to allow the said investigation.

118.  As stated herein, Defendants had full constructive knowledge that the said
investigation should have taken place, and outrageously refused.

119. Pelosi and Pence with their powers of seat could have ensured the said
investigation to take place, but instead they ensured the exact opposite and allowed the
Proceeding to take place, which fraudulently invalidated Brunson’s vote.

120. The Defendants induced Brunson to vote with their promises that it would be
validated. They falsely represented to Brunson, by making the claim that his vote supported an

honest and fair election for Biden's win. when in fact the Defendants fraudulently invalidated

I
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Brunson's vote to give Biden his win, and as such the Defendants fraudulently and willfully
damaged Brunson as stated herein. The Defendants did this with full constructive knowledge.

SIXTH CAUSE OF ACTION
(Civil Conspiracy - as to all the Defendants)

121.  Plaintiff hereby incorporates all preceding and foregoing paragraphs including all
Exhibits attached to this Complaint as though set forth fully heren.
122.  Each of the causes of actions stated herein tie into this cause of action.
123. Defendants all worked in concert committing civil conspiracy during the Proceeding
which identifies the date, where and who was all involved.
124.  During the Proceeding and as outlined above, all of the Defendants were given
constructive knowledge that the election was rigged. It was Defendants object and course of
action to deny this knowledge in order to skirt any kind of investigation into whether or not the
election was indeed rigged.
125.  As outlined above it was unlawful for the Defendants to have purposely refused any kind
of an investigation into how Biden won the election.
126. Defendants’ unlawful refusal to have an investigation as to how Biden won the election
constituted serious damage against Brunson; it violated his vote along with his right to vote, and
the free exercise of his citizenship as explained above.

WHEREFORE Plaintiff prays for relief against the Defendants as follows:

Relief Under the First Cause Of Action:

127.  Defendants are to be removed from office with an order that they never be
allowed to serve in any government office found anywhere in the United States of America nor

serve in the legal profession for the rest of their lives.
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128.  Defendants shall be forbidden to collect any further payments, or retirements, or
income derived from the U.S. Government for their services rendered to the U.S. Government.

129.  Judgment against Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants failed to protect the U.S. Constitution, which invalidated Brunson’s vote.

130. Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants gave aid and comfort to enemies of the U.S. Constitution which invalidated
Brunson's vote.

131.  Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate a recommendation that the
Defendants should be investigated for treason.

132.  Defendants, except for Biden, Pelosi, Harris and Pence, shall each pay $1,000,000
(One Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

133.  As to Defendants Pelosi, Biden, Harris and Pence, they each shall pay
$25,000,000 (Twenty-Five Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

134.  And it shall be ordered that former President Trump immediately be allowed to be
inaugurated President of the U.S.A.

Relief Under the Second Cause Of Action:

135. Defendants are to be removed from office with an order that they are never to be
allowed to serve in any government office found anywhere in the United States of America nor
serve in the legal profession for the rest of their lives.

136. Defendants shall be forbidden to collect any further payments, or retirements, or
income derived from the U.S. Government for their services rendered to the U.S. Government.

137.  Judgment against Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the

Defendants failed to protect the U.S. Constitution, which invalidated Brunson’s vote.



138.  Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants gave aid and comfort to enemies of the U.S. Constitution which invalidated
Brunson’s vote.

139.  Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate a recommendation that the
Defendants should be investigated for treason.

140. Defendants, except for Biden, Pelosi, Harris and Pence, shall each pay $1,000,000
(One Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

141.  As to Defendants Pelosi, Biden, Harris and Pence they each shall pay $25.000,000
(Twenty-Five Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

142. It shall be ordered that former President Trump immediately be allowed to be
inaugurated President of the U.S.A.

Relief Under the Third Cause Of Action:

143. Defendants are to be removed from office with an order that they are never to be
allowed to serve in any government office found anywhere in the United States of America nor
serve in the legal profession for the rest of their lives.

144. Defendants shall be forbidden to collect any further payments, or retirements, or
income derived from the U.S. Government for their services rendered to the U.S. Government.

145.  Judgment against Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants failed to protect the U.S. Constitution which invalidated Brunson’s vote.

146. Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants gave aid and comfort to enemies of the U.S. Constitution which invalidated

Brunsomn's vote.
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147. Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate a recommendation that the
Defendants should be investigated for treason.

148.  Defendants, except for Biden, Pelosi, Harris and Pence, shall each pay $1,000,000
(One Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

149.  As to Defendants Pelosi, Biden, Harris and Pence they each shall pay $25.000,000
(Twenty-Five Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

150. It shall be ordered that former President Trump immediately be allowed to be
inaugurated President of the U.S.A.

Relief Under the Fourth Cause of Action:

151. Defendants are to be removed from office with an order that they are never to be
allowed to serve in any government office found anywhere in the United States of America nor
serve in the legal profession for the rest of their lives.

152. Defendants shall be forbidden to collect any further payments, or retirements, or
income derived from the U.S. Government for their services rendered to the U.S. Government.

153.  Judgment against Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants failed to protect the U.S. Constitution which invalidated Brunson’s vote.

154.  Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants gave aid and comfort to enemies of the U.S. Constitution which invalidated
Brunson's vote.

155.  Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate a recommendation that the
Defendants should be investigated for treason.

156. Defendants, except for Biden. Pelosi, Harris and Pence, shall each pay $1.000,000

(One Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).



157. As to Defendants Pelosi, Biden, Harris and Pence they each shall pay $25.000,000
(Twenty-Five Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

158. It shall be ordered that former President Trump immediately be allowed to be
inaugurated President of the U.S.A.

Relief under the Fifth Cause of Action.

159. Defendants are to be removed from office with an order that they are never to be
allowed to serve in any government office found anywhere in the United States of America nor
serve in the legal profession for the rest of their lives.

160. Defendants shall be forbidden to collect any further payments, or retirements, or
income derived from the U.S. Government for their services rendered to the U.S. Government.

161. Judgment against Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants failed to protect the U.S. Constitution which invalidated Brunson’s vote.

162.  Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants gave aid and comfort to enemies of the U.S. Constitution which invalidated
Brunson’s vote.

163. Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate a recommendation that the
Defendants should be investigated for treason.

164. Defendants, except for Biden, Pelosi, Harris and Pence, shall each pay $1,000,000
(One Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

165. As to Defendants Pelosi, Biden, Harris and Pence they each shall pay $25,000,000
(Twenty-Five Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

166. It shall be ordered that former President Trump immediately be allowed to be

inaugurated President of the U.S.A.



Relief under the Sixth Cause of Action.

167. Defendants are to be removed from office with an order that they never be
allowed to serve in any government office found anywhere in the United States of America nor
serve in the legal profession for the rest of their lives,

168. Defendants shall be forbidden to collect any further payments, or retirements, or
income derived from the U.S. Government for their services rendered to the U.S. Government,

169.  Judgment against Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants failed to protect the U.S. Constitution. which invalidated Brunson’s vote.

170.  Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate the fact that each of the
Defendants gave aid and comfort to enemies of the U.S. Constitution which invalidated
Brunson’s vote.

171. Judgment against the Defendants shall incorporate a recommendation that the
Defendants should be investigated for treason.

172.  Defendants, except for Biden, Pelosi, Harris and Pence, shall each pay $1,000,000
(One Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

173.  As to Defendants Pelosi, Biden, Harris and Pence, they each shall pay
$25,000,000 (Twenty-Five Million Dollars payable in United States legal tender money).

174.  And it shall be ordered that former President Trump immediately be allowed to be

inaugurated President of the U.S.A.

175. TOTAL AMOUNT OF MONEY DAMAGES: $2,905.000,000 (2 Billion 905

million dollars)

176.  And for any such other relief that the Court may deem proper.



Dated this the 20" day of April, 2021,

520l Vo

Loy AfHdn Brunson
Plaintiff
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PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 1 7 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6, 2021

No. 4

Houwuse of Representatives

The House met al noon and was
vallell Lo order by Lhe Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr, SWALWELL).

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKHKR
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro lLempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WasONaTON, DC.
Junuwary 6. 2621,

1 herehy appoint the Honorable ERIC
SWALWELL to acl as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the [Touse of Represen{atives.

PRAYER
The Chaplain. Reverend Margarel
Grun Kibben., offered the following

prayer:

O God. our refuge and our slrength, a
very present help in Limes of discord
and trouble. Mountains crumble,
walers rage. nations roar. and yet we
need not be afraid. for even now You
abide with us in these times of great
discord, uncertainty, and unrest,

We. who have pledged to defend our
Constitution against all enemies. we
pray Your hedge of prolection around
this Nation. Defend us from those ad-
versaries, both foreign and domeslLic,
outside these walls and perhaps within
these Chambers. who sow seeds of acri-
mony tLo divide colleagues and conspire
1o undermine trust in Your divine au-
thoriLy over all things.

The journey of this experiment in de-
mocracy is perilous and demanding.
fraught with anger and discontenl. But
wise rulers still seek You.

So help us, God. to find You in the
midst of us.

So help us. God. teo see Your gracious
plan even in the events of these days.

So help us. God. Lo serve You and
Lhis Nalion with Godliness and dignity.

We lay before You the gifls of owr
hopes. our dreams. our deliberations,

and our debales. Lhal You would be re-
vealed and exalted among the people.
We pray these things in the strength
of Your holy name.
Amen,

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Pursu-
ant to seclion 5taxInA) of House Reso-
lution 8. the Journal of the last day's
proceedings is approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Kansas (Mr. MANK)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. MANN led Lhe Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledgze allegiance to the Flag of the
United States ol America. and to the Bepub-
lie for which il stands. one nation under God,
indivisible. with Liberty and justice for all.

APPOINTMENT OF TELLERS ON
THE PART OF THE HOUSE TO
COUNT ELECTORAL VOTES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to Senale Concurrent Resolution 1.
and the order of the House of January
4, 2021, the Chair announces ths Speak-
er's appointment of two Members as
tellers on Lhe part of the House to
count the electoral votes:

The gentlewoman {rom California
(Ms, LOFGREN); and

The gentleman from Illinois
RODNEY Davis),

{Mr,

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE
The SPEAKER pro Lempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Represenlatives;

OFFICE OF THE CLERK.
HoUSE OF REPRERENTATIVES.
Washington, DC. January 3. 2021,
Homn. Naxcy PELOSL
Speaker. House of Representuatives,
Wastungton, DC.

DEAR MAaADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant Lo the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule IT
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. T have the honor Lo Lransmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
Januvary 5. 2021 al 5:05 p.m.. said to contain
a message [rom the President regaxding ad-
dilional steps addressing the threat posed Ly
applications and othier software developed o
controlled by Chinese companies

Wilh best wishes, T am,

Sincerely.
CUERYL L. JOUNSON,
Clevk of the House.

———

ADDRESSING THE THREAT POSED
BY APPLICATIONS AND OTHER
SOFTWARE DEVELOPED OR CON-
TROLLED BY CHINESE COMPA-
NIES—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 117-6)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States: which was read and. together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Commmittee on Foreipn Affairs
and ordered Lo he printed:

To tie Congress of the Uniled States:
Pursuani, Lo the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Acl (50 U.S.C.
1701 ef seq.) (IEEPA). the National
Emergencles Act (50 U.5.C. 1601 et seq.).
and section 301 of title 3, Uniled States
Code. I hereby report that I have issued
an Execulive Order declaring addi-
tional steps to be taken concerning the
national emergency with respect to the
information and communications Lech-
nology and services supply chain de-
clared in Executive Order 13873 of May
15, 2019 (Securing the Information and
Communications Technology and Serv-
fces Supply Chain) to deal with the
Lhreat posad by applications and other

[ This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., (3 1407 is 2:07 p.m.

Matter sct in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken. by a Member of the House on the floor.

Printed on recycled paper,
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software developed or
Chinese companies,

The pace and pervasiveness of the
spread in the Uniled States of certain
connected mobhile and desklop applica-
tions and other soflware develaped or
controlled hy persons in the People's
Republic of China (PRC}) to include
Hong Kong and Macau (China). con-
Linue Lo threaten the national secu-
rity. foreign policy. and economy of
the Uniled States. By accessing per-
sonal eleclronic devices such as
smartphones. tablets. and compulers.
Chinese connected soflware applica-
tions can access and caplure vast
swaths of information from users, in-
cluding sensitive personally identifi-
able information and private informa-
tion. The conlinuing activity of the
PRC and the Chinese Communist Party
Lo steal or oltherwise ohtain TUnited
States personsg’ dala makes clear that
there is an intenl Lo use hulk data col-
lection Lo advance China’s economic
and nalional securily agenda. To deal
with this threat. addilional steps are
required againsl those who develop or
contrel certain Chinese connected soft-
ware applications to protect our na-
lional security.

The Executive Order prohibits cer-
tain future transactions. as determined
by the Secretary of Commerce (Sec-
retary). involving the following Chi-
nese connected soflware applications:
Alipay, CamScanner. Q® Wallet,
SHAREit. Tencenl QQ, VMate, WeChat
Pay. and WPS Office. The Secretary is
also directed Lo:

(i) continue Lo evalualte Chinese con-
nected software applications that may
pose an unacceptabhle risk Lo the na-
tional security. foreign poelicy, or econ-
omy of Lhe United States, and to Lake
appropriate action in accordance with
Executive Order 13873; and

(ii) in consultation with the Attorney
General and the Direcltor of Nalional
Intelligence. provide a report Lo the
Assistant to the President for Nalional
Security Affairs with recommenda-
{ions to prevent the sale or Lransfer of
United States user data to. or access of
such data by, foreign adversaries, in-
cluding Lthrough Lhe establishment of
regulalions and policies to idenlify.
control, and license the export of such
data.

I have delegated to the Secretary. in
consultation with the Secretary of the
Treasury and the Attorney General.
the authority to take such actions, in-
cluding adopling appropriate rules and
regulations. and employing all other
powers granted Lo Lhe President by
IEEPA. as may be necessary Lo imple-
ment the Executive Order. The heads of
all executive departments and agencies
are directed to Llake all appropriate
measures within their authority to im-
plement the provisions of the Execu-
live Order.

I am enclosing a copy of Lhe Execu-
Live Order T have issued.

DoxaLD J. TRUMD.
THE WHITE HOUSE. January 5. 2021.

controlled by

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

RECESS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant Lo elause 12(a) of rule I. the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 12:55 p.m. today.
Accordingly tat 12 o'¢lock and 6 min-
utes p.m.). the House stood in recess.

1265
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired. the House
was called to order hy the Speaker at
12 o’clock and 56 minules p.an.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPRAKER

The SPEAKER. As the House comes
to orvder for this important. historic
meeting. lel us be reminded that each
side. House and Senate. Democrats and
Republicans. each have 11 Members al-
lowed to be present on the floor. Others
may be in the gallery. This is al the
guidance of Lhe Atlending Physician
and the Sergeant at Arms,

The gentlemenn on the Republican
side of the aisle will please observe so-
cial distancing and the agreement Lo
have 11 Members on each side so Lhatl
we can honor the responsibility Lo this
Chamber of this House of Representa-
tives.

Please exit the [loor if you do not
have an assigned role from your leader-
ship. You can share with vour staff if
vou want to have a few more. bul you
cannot be that close Logether on Lhe
floor of the House with that many peo-
ple in here.

I thank the Senale, and the Deimno-
crats and Republicans. for following
Lhe rules.

——

COUNTING ELECTORAL VOTES—
JOINT SESSION OF THE HOUSE
AND SENATE HELD PURSUANT
TO THE PROVISIONS OF SENATE
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 1

At 12:59 p.m.. the Sergeant at Arms.
Paul D. Irving, announced the Vice
President and the Senate of Lhe United
Slates.

The Senate entered ihe Hall of Lhe
House of Representatives. headed by
the Vice President and the Secreltary of
the Senate. Lthe Members and officers
of the House rising Lo receive them.

The Vice President Look his seat as
the Presiding Officer of the joint con-
vention of the two Houses. the Speaker
of the House occupying the chair on his
left. Senators Look seals to the right of
the rostrum as prescribed by law.

The joint session was called Lo order
by Lhe Vice Presidenl.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRIES

Mr. GRIFFITH, Myr. Vice President.
parliamenlary inquiry.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The gen-
tleman from Virginia will =tate his
parliamenlary inquiry.

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Vice President.
in order tc follow the Speaker's in-
structions Lhat only a limited number
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ol people be on Lhe floor. may I ask
how one would make an objection or
make a pariiamentary inquiry in Lhe
future if you are not on the floor but in
Lhe gallery.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Under sec-
Lion I8 of title 3. United States Code,
debale is not permitted in the joint
session.

Mr. GRIFFITH. Further parliamen-
tary inguiry.

Mr. Vice President, I am nol at-
tempting to debale. I am trying Lo find
out how a parliamentary inguiry or a
parliamentary point of order would be
made in following wilh Lhe Speaker's
requesl Lthat most of us nol he on the
floor. How do you make one of Lhose
points of order when you don't know
what is going to happen later?

The VICE PRESIDENT. Respectfully.
the gentleman's parliamentary inquiry
constitutes debate, which is not per-
milted in the joint session under sec-
Lion 18 of title 3. Uniled States Code.

Madam Speaker, Members of Con-
gress, pursuant to the Constitution and
Lhe laws of the United States. the Sen-
ate and House of Representalives are
meeting in joint session to verify the
certificates and count the votes of Lhe
electors of the several States for Presi-
dent and Vice President of the United
Stales,

Afler ascertainment has been had
Lhal the certificates are authentic and
correct in form. the tellers will count
and make a list of the votes cast by the
electors of the several States,

The tellers on the part of the two
Houses will take their places at the
Clerk’s desk.

The tellers, Mr. BLUKNT and Ms. KLo-
BUCHAR on the part of the Senale. and
Ms, LorGREN and Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of
Illinois on the part of the House, Look
their places at the desk.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Without ob-
jection, the tellers will dispense with
the reading of the formal portions of
the certificales.

There wasg no objection,

The VICE PRESIDENT. After
ascerlaining that the certificates are
regular in form and authentic, the Lell-
ers will announce the votes casl by Lhe
electors for each Stale, beginning with
Alabama. which the Parliamentarian
has advised me is Lthe only certificate
of vote from thal State, and purports
to be a return from the State. and that
has annexed to it a certificale fr'om an
authority of thal State purporting to
appoinl or ascertain electors,

Senator BLUNT. My, President. Lhe
certificate of the electoral vote of Lhe
Stale of Alabama seems to be regular
in Torm and authentic. and il appears
therefrom that Dopald J. Trump of the
State of Florida recelved 9 votes for
President and MICHAEL R. PENCE of the
State of Indiana received § votes for
Vice President,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections Lo counting the certifi-
cale of vole of the State of Alabama
that the teller has verified appears Lo
be regular in form and anthentic?
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There was 1o objeclion,

The VICE PRKESIDENT. Hearing
none. Lhis certificate from Alaska. the
Parliamentarian has advised me. is the
only certificate of vote from that Stale
thal purports to be a return from the
Stale and thal has annexed to it a cer-
tifivate from an authority of the Stale
purporting to appoint and ascertain
electors.

Ms., LOFGREN. Mr, President. the
cerlificale of the elecloral vole of Lhe
State of Alaska seems to be regular in
form and authentic. and it appeais
therefrom that Donald J. Trump of the
State of Florida received 3 voles for
President and MICHAEL R, PENCE of the
State of Indiana received 3 voles for
Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections Lo counting the certifi-
cale of vote of the Slate of Alaska that
the teller has verified appears to he
regular in form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from Arizona. the
Parliamentarian has advised me. is the
only certificate of vote that the State
purporls Lo e a return from the State
and thal has annexed to il a certificate
from an authority of thal State pur-
porling to appoinl or ascertain elec-
Lors.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
denl, the certificate of the electoral
vole of the State of Arizona seems to
be regular in form and authentic., and
il. appears lherefrom that Joseph R.
Biden. Jr., of the Stale of Delaware re-
ceived 11 voles for President and
KAMALA D. HaRRIS of Lhe State of Cali-
fornia received 11 votes for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any ohjections to counting the certifi-
cale of vote of the State of Arizona
that the teller has verified appears to
he regular in form and authentic?

Mr. GOSAR. Mr, Vice President. L,
PaUL GOSAR from Arizena. rise for my-
self and B0 of my colleagues 1o objecl
to the counting of the electoral ballots
from Arizona.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is the objec-
tion in writing and signed by a Sen-
ator?

Mr. GOSAR. Yes. it is.

Senator CRUZ. It is.

The VICE PRESIDENT. An objection
presented in writing and signed hy both
a Representalive and a Senalor com-
plies with Lhe law, chiapler 1 of title 3.
United Stales Code.

The Clerk will report Lhe objeclion.

The Clerk read the obhjection as
follows:

OBJECTION TO COUNTING THE ELECTOL AT

Vo'reEs 0F THE STATE OF ARIZONA

We. & Member of the House ol Representa-
tives and a Uniled States Senator. object Lo
lhe counting of the elecroral votes of the
State of Arizona on the ground that they
were pol, under all of the known cir-
vumstances. regularly given.

Pall GORAR.
Representative, State ol Arczona.
‘TeD CRUZ.
Senafor. State of Torus.
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SENATORS

Mike Braun. John Kennedy., Ron Johnson.
Steve Daines, James Lankford, Bill Hazerty.
Marsha Blackburn.

MEMEERS OF CONGRESS

Mo Brooks AL 5. Andy Biggs AZ 5. Jim
Jordan OH 4. Madizon Cawthorn NC-1I,
Scolt Perry PA 10, Mike Kelly PA 16. Clay
Eizgins LA 3. John W. Rose TN 6. Bill Posey
FL 8. Jelf Duncan SC 3, Brian Babin TX 36,
Louie Golunerl TX 1, Brian J. Mast FL 18,
Warren Davidson OH B. Andy Harris MD 1.
Steven Palazzo MS 4. Doug Lamborn CO 5.
Kal Cammack FL-3.

Tracey Mann KS 1. Bob Good VA 5. Adrian
Smith NE 3, Billy Long MO 7, Jack Bergman
MI 1. Mivhael Cloud TX 27. Rick Crawliord
AR 1. Roger Wilhams TX 235, Boh Gibbs OH
%. Rusz Fulcher ID 1. Ted Budd NC 13, Barry
Moore AL 2, Lee Zeldin NY 1. Jake
LaTurner KS 2, David Rouzer NC 7. Jason
Smith MO 8. Lauren Boebert CO 3. Chuck
Fleisthmann TN 8. Tim Burchett TN 2,
Chris Jacobs NY . 27,

Andrew 8. Clyde GA 9. Lance Gooden TX
5. Diana Hatshbarger TN 1. Mary E. Miller
IL 15. Mark E. Green TN 7. Ron Estes KS 4.
Neal Dunn FL 2. Ronny Jackson TX 13,
Ralph Norman SC 5. Joe Wilson SC-2. Vicky
Earigler MO 4. Scoll DesJarlais TN 4. Mar-
jorie Taylor Greene GA 14, Doug LaMalla
CA-1. Jeff Van Drew NJ 2. Ben Cline VA-6.
Michael D. Rozers AL 3. Markwayne Mullin
OK 2. Pat Fallon TX 4. Randy K. Weber TX
14,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
further objections to the certificate
from the Slate of Arizona?

There was no objeclion.

The VICE PRESIDENT, The two
Houses will withdraw from joint ses-
sion. Bach House will deliberale sepa-
rately on the pending objection and re-
port its decision back to Lhe joint ses-
sion.

The Senate will now relire Lo
Chamber.

The Senate retired to its Chamber.

[ 1315
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAREH

The SPEAKER., The Chair will re-
mind Members of the need to adbere Lo
the decorum requirements of the
Chamber as laid oul in the Speaker's
announced policies of January 4. 2021.
in accordance with the guidance of Lhe
Attending Physician.

Members are advised to remain in the
Chamber only if they are participating
in debate and must wear a mask at all
Limes. even when under recognition for
dehate.

Members must also practice proper
social distancing while presenl in the
Chambey.

Please. in the interests of your own
health and as an example to the Amer-
ican people, abide by the numbers, now
up to 256 on each side of the aisle. Lo
participate in this stage of the debate.

Pursuant to Senate Concurrent Reso-
lution 1 and 3 U.8.C. 17 governing Lhe
procedure for counting the elecloral
votes. when the two Housas withdraw
from the joinL session bto counl the
elecloral vote for separale considelr-
alien of objeclion. a Represenlalive
may speak to Lthe objection for & min-
utes. and nol more than once. Debate
shall nol exceed 2 hours. afler which

ils
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the Chair will pul the guestion. Shall
the objeclion be agreed Lo?

The Clerk will report the objection
made in the joint session,

The Clerk read the ohjection as fol-
lows:

ORJECTION TO COUNTING THE ELECTORAL
VOTES OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA

We, a4 Member of the House of Representa-
tives and a United States Senator. object to
the vounling of the electoral votes ol the
Slate of Arizona on the ground that (hey
were not, under all of the known e¢ir-
cumstances, regulariy given,

PATL GOSAR.
Representutire. State of Arizona.
TED CETZ.
Senator . State of Terus.
SENATORS

Mike Braun. John Keunedy. Ron Johnson.
Steve Dalnes, James Lankford. Bill Hagerty.
Marsha Blackburn,

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

Mo Brooks AL 5. Andy Bigegs AZ 5 Jim
Jordan OH 4. Madison Cawthorn NC 11
Seolt Perry PA 10, Mike Kelly PA 16, Clay
Higgins LA 8. John W. Rose TN 6. Bill Posey
FL-B, Jeff Duncan 8C 3. Brian Babin TX 36,
Louje Gohmert TX 1. Brian J. Mast FL 18
Warren Davidson OH 8. Andy Harris MD 1.
Steven Palazzo MS 4, Doug Lamborn €O 5.
Kat Cammack FL 3.

Tracey Mann KS 1. Bob Good VA 5. Adrian
Smith NE 3. Billy Long MO-7. Jack Bergman
M1 1. Michael Cloud TX-27. Rick Crawflord
AR 1. Roger Willlams TX 25. Bobh Gibl: OH
7, Russ Fulchey ID 1. Ted Budd NC 18. Bany
Moore AL 2, Lee 2Zeldin NY-1. Jake
LaTurner KS 2. David Rouzer NC 7. Jason
Smith MO 8, Lauren Boehert CO-3. Chuck
Fleischmann TN-3. Tim Burchett TN 2,
Chris Jacobs NY 27,

Andrew S. Clyde GA 9. Lance Goaden TX
5. Diana Harshbargaer TN 1. Mary E. Miller
1L-15. Mark E, Green TN 7. Ron Estes KS 4.
Ne¢al Dumn FL-2. Ronny Jackson TX 13,
Ralph Norman SC 3. Joe Wilson SC 2. Vieky
Hartzler MO 4, Scotl DesJarlais TN-4. Mar-
jorie Taylor Greene GA-14, Doug LaMalla
CA-1. Jeff Van Drew NJ 2. Ben Cline VA 6.
Michael D. Rogers AL 3, Markwayne Mullin
OK 2. Pat Fallon TX-4. Handy K. Weber TX
14,

The SPEAKER. The Chair will en-
deavor Lo alternate recognition bhe-
Lween Members speaking in support of
Lhe objection and Members speaking in
opposition Lo the objection.

The Chair recognizes the wentleman
from Louisiana (Mr. Scaniss) for 5
minutes.

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today Lo cbhjecl to a mumber of States
that did not follow the constitutional
reguirement for selecting electors.

Madam Speaker. Lhis is something
that is clear that our Founding Fathers
debated aboul as a fundamental deci-
sion of how we choose our President.
There was a lot of back and forth, if
anyone reads the founding documents
of our country., aboul Lhe different
versions they went Lhrough to ulti-
mately come up wilh a process where
each State has eleclions: each State
has a process for selecting their elec-
tors and sending them to Washington.

Madam Speaker. in a number of
those States. thal conslilutional proc-
ess was nol followed. and lhal iz why
we are here Lo objecl.

If vou logk al whal the requirement
gayvs., nowhere in Article 1I. Section 1
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does It give 1he secrelary of stale of a
State thatl abilily: nowhere does it give
the Governor thal abilily: nowhere
does il give a courl that ability. 1l ex-
clusively gives that ability Lo the leg-
islalures. In facl. in most States. that
is the process that was [ollowed. Bul
lor those States. this wash’'i [ollowed.

Unfortunately. this is not new. We
have seen over and over again more
States where the Democratic Party has
gone in and selectively gone around
this process. That has to end. Madam
Speaker. We have Lo follow the con-
stitutional process,

Now, there might he reasons why
some people don’l like Lhe process laid
out by a legislalive body.

Madam Speaker. 1 served on one of
Lhose legislative bodies when I was in
the State legislatwre for 12 years. T
served on the House and Governmenial
Affairs Committee, where we wrole the
laws for our Slale's elections. And 1
can tell you. when we had Lo make
changes, those were exlensively nego-
tiated. We would bave people on hoth
sides come.

Republicans and Democrats. Madam
Speaker. would get togelher Lo work
through these changes, any minule
change Lo how a precinct would func-
tion, to how a change would be made in
the time of an elecltion, signature re-
quirements, all the many things thal
involve a clerk carrying ecut the duties
in each parish. in our case.

You would see people come and give
testimony. Madain Speaker. Both sides
could come. Clerks of court were there
in Lthe hearing rooms.

It was an open process. by the way.
not behind closed doors in a smoke-
filled room where somebody wmight
want to bully a secretary of state to
gel a different version thal might hen-
efit them or their party or their can-
didate. That is not what our Founding
Fathers said is Lhe process. Maybe il is
how some people wanled Lo carTy it
oul. But they laid out that process.

B0 when we would have Lo make
those changes. they were in public
view; they were heavily debated: and
then, ultimately, those laws were
changed in advance of the election so
everybody knew what the rules were.
Peopls on both sides knew how to play
by the rules hefore the game started.
nol getling somewhere In the process
and saying, well. you don't think it is
going to benefil you. so you lry Lo go
around Lhe Conslilulion.

Thal is not how our system works. It
has gotlen oul of hand. So President
Trump has called this oul, and Presi-
dent Trump has stood up lo it. So
many of us have stood up to it.

[n fact. over 100 of my colleagues.
Madam Speaker, asked the Supreme
Ceourt to address this problem just a
few weeks ago. and. unfortunately. the
Court chose Lo punt. They didn't an-
swer il one way or the other. They
didn't want Lo get in the middle of this
discussion.

We don't have that luxury Ltoday. We
have to discuss Lhis, We have Lo fix
1his,
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In facl. on our [irst full day of this
Congress, many of us brought legisla-
Lion onto the House floor to start fix-
ing the problems with our eleclions. Lo
restore integrity Lo the eleclion proc-
ess, which has been lost by 50 many
millions of Americans. And we had a
vote. Every single Republican voted Lo
reform the process, Every single Demao-
crat voted against it. They don't want
Lo fix this problem.

Bul the Constitution is our guide.
and il is Lime we starlt following the
Constitution. IL is time we get back Lo
what our Founding Falhers said is the
process for selecting eleclors: thatl is
the legislatures in public view. nol be-
hind closed doors. nol smoke-lilled
rooms. not bullying somebody thal
might give you a belter ruling,

Let’'s et back to rule of law and fol-
low the Constitution. Madam Speaker.

The SPEAKER. For whal purpose
does the gentlewoman from California
{Ms, LOFGREN) seek recognition?

Ms. LOFGREN. Madam Speaker. 1
rise to strike the last word.

The SPEAKER. The gentlewoman
from CaliTornia (Ms. LOFGREK) is recog-
nized for 5 minules.

Ms. LOFGREN. Madam Speaker. Lhis
day marks a crossroads lor American
dlemocracy. Those who object Lo the
counting of the electoral college votles,
which reflect the votes of the American
people. want Lo subslitute their pref-
erences for the voters choice. That is
not what our Constitution requires.
and it is at odds with our American
democratic Republic,

If Congress selects Lhe next President
instead of the American voters. we
wounld have no need for an elecloral
college. In fact, we would have no need
for Presidential elections at all. We
would be moving from a government
elected by the people Lo a governmenl
selected by those already goveruing.

That is not America. In the United
States. we abide by the choices of the
people, nol by an elile few.

The Framers of our Constitution con-
sidered 1o have Congress select the
Presidenl and specifically rejected it.
Instead, they wrole Article II and the
12th Amendment.

Article II creates the electoral col-
lege, where each Stale appoinls elec-
tors, Liaws of all 50 States and D.C. re-
quire electors to vote for the winner of
the State's popular eleclion. Each
State provides for the orderly conducl
of elections, including lawful chal-
lenges. recounts. and the like.

The 12Lh Amendment is what brings
us to today. It says the eleclors meet
in their Stales. Thal happened Decem-
ber 14.

The amendment says the eleclors
shall cast their votes, sign and certify
them. and transmit them to us, sealed.
That has been done. The sealed enve-
lopes containing the signed and cer-
tified bhallots from each Slate's elec-
tors reflecling the votes of Lthe peaple
are in those mahogany bhoxes.

The 12th Amendment directs Lhe Vice
President. as the President of the Sen
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ate, Lo do only this: open Lhe sealed en-
velopes and then the voles shall he
counted. Simple. It doesn'l say counted
in a manner thal some Members of
Congress or the Vice President might
prefer, No. The votes are simply to he
counted as certified and Lransmitied by
Lhe States.
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During reconstruction after the Civil
War. more than one slate of electers
were appoinied hy Slates. Dueling lisls
wera senl and protracted processes
were undertaken in Presidential elec-
tions. And. as a result, Lo make an or-
derly process. Congress enacted Lhe
Electoral Count Act of 1887. This law
governs our proceedings today. The act
provides dispule resolution mecha-
nisms. &

Under the ECA. if a Governor cer-
Lifies a slate of eleclLors and Lhere are
no competing slates in that State, Lthe
Governor-certified must be counted.
Today, every single slate of eleclors
won by Joe Biden. or won by Donald
Trump, gol their Governor's certifi-
cation. Not a single State submitlled a
competing slate. There is no dispute to
resolve.

The 2020 eleclion was the most secure
election conducted in modern history,
Challenges were resplved by lawful re-
counts and audils,

The result?

Vice Presfdent. Biden won the 2020
election,

More {han 60 lawsuits were filed con-
testing elements of the eleclion proc-
ess, None of these lawsuils prevailed.

Why?

As even President Trump's own judi-
cial appointees ruled. there was no evi-
dence of any wrongdoing that would
change the outcome.

The people spoke, It was not a close
election. The margin of victory for
Riden in 2020 was larger than Trump's
margin in 2016, In fact. the Biden vic-
Lory is one of the most decisive in mod-
ern times. exceeding the margin en-
joyed by Reagan when he defeated Car-
Ler in 1980.

Congress has gathered in & joint ses-
sion to count elecloral votes every four
yvears since 1789. 1 understand the dis-
appointmenl people feel when their
candidate for President loses. I have
felt the same several times in my vot-
ing life.

When thatl happens. it is not an invi-
tation to upend the Constitulion ani
the laws of the United States. It is an
invitation (o work with the new Presi-
denl Tor the good of Lthe country and to
wail for the nexi eleclion in 4 years if
vou are dissatisfied.

In that spirit. I urge my colleagues
to uphold the American democracy and
reject the objection.

Mr, JORDAN. Madam Speaker. I rise
Lo support Lhe objeclion.

The SPEAKER. The genlleman from
Ohio is recognized for 5 minules.

Mr., JORDAN, Madam Speaker.
Americans Instinctively know tLhere
was something wrong with this elec-
tion, During Lhe campaivn, Vice Presi-
dent Biden would do an evenl and he
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would wetl 50 people at the event, Presi-
dent Trump. al jusl one rally. geils
50.000 people. President Trump in-
creases votes with African Americans:
increases voles with Hispanic Ameri-
cans: won 19 of 20 hellwether counties:
won Ohio by 8 Iowa by 8: and Florida
by 3. President Trump got 11 million
more votes than he did in 2016, and
House Republicans won 27 of 27 toss-up
races.

But somehow the guy who never left
his house wins the election?

Eighty million Americans. 80 million
of our fellow cilizens. Republicans and
Dewmrocrats, have doubls aboul this
election; and 60 million people. 60 mil-
lion Americans think it was stolen.

Bul Democrats say: No problem. No
worries. Everything is fine.

We asked for an investigation. We
asked Chairman NaADLBER. Chairwoman
MALOKEY for an investigation. They
said no, They wounldn't want Lo inves-
tigate something lhal half the eleu-
torate has doubtls aboul. It is just the
Presldency of Lhe United States,

Why? Why not one single invesliga-
Lion? Why not even one single hearing
over the last 9 weeks in the United
Stales House of Representatives? Why?

Because all the Democrats care about
is making sure President Trump isn’l
President. For 414 years Lhat is all they
have cared about.

July 31, 2016. before he was elected
the first time. Jim Comey’s FBI takes
oul the insurance policy; opens an in-
vestigation on the President hased on
nothing.

May 17. 2017. Bobh Mueller was named
special counsel. Two years Lhey inves-
ligate the Russia hoax. Nineteen law-
vers, 40 agenbs and $40 million of lax-
payer money for nothing.

December 18. 2019. Democral House
Members vote to impeach President
Trump based on an anonymous whistle-
blower with no firsthand knowledge.
who was biased against the Presidenl
and who worked for Joe Biden,

Bul none of thal worked. As hard as
they tried. none of that worked. They
threw everything theyv had al him.

So what did they do next?

They changed Lhe rules. They
changed the election law and they did
it in an unconstitulional fashion. and
that is what we are going Lo show over
the next several hours of debale.

The Constitution is clear, as Whip
ScaLIsE just said. State legislatures
and only State legislatures set election
law.

In Arizona. Lhe law says voter reg-
istration ends on October 5.

Democrals said; We don’t care what
the law says.

They wenti Lo a court, got. an Obama-
appointed judge to extend it 18 days.
No debate. as Steve talked aboul. No
debale, No discussion. They just did iL.

Pennsylvania, same thing. Pennsyl-
vania laws says mail-in ballots have Lo
be in by 8 p.m. election day.

Democral Supreme Court said: Nope,
We are going 1o exlend it.

Election dayv doesn't end on Tuesday
now. They Look it to Friday. Extended
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Lhe election 3 davs: nol the legislature.
Lhe partisan Supreme Courl.

Pennsvlvania law says mail-in bal-
lols require signature verification.

Democral secrelary of stale said:
Nope. [ am going to decide by mysell
Lhat it dossn’t. for 2.6 million hallots.

Pennsylvania law says mail-in bal-
lots can’t be processed until election
day, Some counties said no. And you
can imagine which counties Lthey were.
Democrat-run counlies said no and al-
Jowed bhallots to be cured and fixed be-
fore election day,

They did an end-run around the Con-
slitntion in every Stale that Repuhb-
licans will ohjecl Lo today. Every sin-
gle one. It was a paltern. It was their
template. They did il in Arizona. They
(id it in Georgia. They did it in Michi-
gan. They did it in Pennsylvania. They
did it in Nevada. They did it in Wis-
consin.

Yet. some of our Members say: Don't
worry about it. We shouldn't do any-
Lhing. Just let it go. IL was just six
Stales who violated Lhe Constitution,

What If it is 10 States next time?
What if it is 157 What if. in 2024, 2028. it
is 26 States? What if it is half Lhe
States that do an end-run around what
the Constitution clearly spells out?

We are the final check and balance.
The authorily rests with us, the Uniled
States Congress. the body closest Lo
lhe American people, right where the
Founders wanted it. We should do our
duly. We should object Lo and vote for
this ohjection to the Arizona eleclors.

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise
in oppoesilion 1o the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
California is recegnized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, a litLle
more than 2 months ago. America per-
formed an extraordinary feal. Under
some of the most trying circumslances
in our history. our fellow citizehs con-
ducted a free and fair election. vindi-
cating our Founders' belief once again.
Lhat we were capable of self govern-
menl and a peaceful transition of
power.

On November 8, the American people
chose Joe Biden to be their nexi Presi-
dent by an encrmous margin. The sue-
cessful conduct of Lhat election. among
Lthe most secure in American history.
was nol an accident. It was Lhe resull
of the dedicated work of thousands of
volunteers, canvassers. poll workers.
electors, and State and local eleclion
officials.

When the conducl of any Stale elec-
tion was challenged. the courts.
through judges appointed by Demo-
crals and those appointed by Repub-
licans. heard unsubstantiated claims of
fraud., found they had no merit, and
said so.

But most important. the American
people persevered. In the midst of the
worst pandemic in a century. America
had one of the most impressive eclec-
tions in a century., with historic voler
turnout.

Our fellow citizens did their civie
duty. The question we face today is:
Will we do ours?
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That we are here. with a substantial
number of our Members sseking Lo
overturn an election is remarkable,
tragic. and all too predictable. for it is
the natural result of a locometive set
in motion months ago with a myth.
For weeks and weeks, before, during.
and after our eleclion. a dangercus
falsehood was propagated: That our
election would he marred by massive
fraud,

Never mind it was lhe same eleclion
which brought the wvery men and
women to this Chamber who would
challenge its results. What value has
consistency when measured against
ambition?

A former Senator from Georgia. re-
marking on a conlested election over a
century ago. said: —Able men. learned
men, distinguished men. great men in
the eves of the nation. seemed inlent
only on accomplishing a party tri-
umph. without regard to the con-
sequences to the country, Thal is
human nature. That is.” he said, "un-
forlunately. party nature.”

Was he right?

We stand in a House which was once
the place of giants. Have we become 50
small? Does ocur oath to uphold Lhe
Constitution. taken jusl days ago.
mean so very little?

I think not. 1 believe. to quotée our
dear departed friend, Elijah Cummings,
that we are better than that, 1 think
Elijah would be proud that Lhe debale
here today is not hetween Democrats
and Republicans. and that some Repub-
licana. including the Republican leader
of the Senate. remain devoted to lhe
principle that we are a nation of laws.
not individuals. let alone a single indi-
vidual.

It may seem unfair to the new Mem-
bers who have only just taken the ocath
for the first time. that they should he
so soon tested with one of the meost
consequential voles they may cast. no
matter how long they serve. But it is
s0. and none of us can shrink from that
responsibility, Nor can we console our-
gelves with tLhe inloxicaling fiction
thal we can break that oath wilhoul
consequence hecause doing so will not
succeed in overturning Lhe election. An
oalh is no less broken when the break-
ing fails Lo achieve its end.

We must be mindful that any who
seek Lo overturn an election will do in-
jury to our Constitution, whatever Lhe
result. For just as the propagation of
that dangerous nyth aboul Lhis elec-
Lion made this moment inevitable, our
actions today will pul another Lrain in
motion. This election will nol be over-
Lurned.

But what about the next? Or the one
after that?

What shall we say when outr demo-
cratic legacy is no more substantial
than the air. except that we brought
Lrouble to our own house and inherited
the wind?

This isn't the first time we have had
a conlentious election. and it won't be
the last. In 1800. John Adams lost a
closely contested eleclion Lo Thomas
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Jefferson. in the first peaceful Lransi-
tion of power from one party lo an-
other in our history. Adams was hanrdly
pleasefl with the result. choosing to
skip the inaugural activities. bul he
did what leaders are required Lo do in a
democralic govermment when they
lose. He went home. He wenl honie.

Jelferson would laler refer Lo his vic-
tory as the Revolution of 1800. hut mar-
veled thal Lthe Revolution had occurred
“hy the rational and peaceful instiru-
menis of reform. the suffrage of the
people.”

Il has never been our place to over-
turn an election. and if we hope Lo re-
main a democracy. it never will be,

My. BIGGS. Madam Speaker, I rise in
support of Lhe objeclion.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman fhrom
Arizona is recognized for 5 minules.

Mr. BIGGS. Madam Speaker. I join
Lhe objeclion Lo counting voles of elec-
Lors from my home Slate of Arizona, as
well as Georgia. Pennsylvania, Wis-
consin. Michigan. and Nevada. because
eleclion integrily is the heart of our
American constitutional republic?

In a representative form of govern-
ment. we must be able to trust Lhat our
elections accurately represent the will
of the American voter. This is the ap-
propriate forum anticipated and pro-
vided for by our Founders to dehate
whelher this election complied with
the Constitution that we have all
sworn to protect.

Lvery particular of the Constitution
is Lo be protected. including Article II.
Beclion 1. The debate as Lo the legit-
imacy of the 2020 Presidential election
has been suppressed by the Ieft and its
propagandists in the media until today.

State legislatures are required to de-
termine the manner in which electors
are chosen. Arizona names ils electors
on the general election hallot and iden-
tifies what candidate those electors are
required Lo vole for should thal can-
didaLe oblain Lhe majority of votes in
the general eleclion.

As part of the manner for deter-
mining electors. Arizona alsc estab-
lishes deadlines for voter registration.
The deadline has besn in place for 30
vears.

C 1345

This wvear. thal voler tregislration
deadline was Oclober 5. Early voting
commenced 2 days later. Five days be-
fore the deadline. a group filed a law-
suit demanding that Arizona eleclion
officials not enforce the deadline.

The Federal District Courl decided
that since other States have a deadline
later than Arizona's and some even
allow for registration when voling.
that Arizona's new deadline would he a
time he chose. not the legislature's
timeline.

The appellate court effectively over-
turned Lthe lower court ruling and
noted that the Arizona deadline estab-
lished by Lhe State legislature was
sound and appropriale and complied
with the Constitution. But the appel-
late court merely shortened the exten-
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sipn. the bypassing of Lhe deadline Lo
10 days,

The appellate courl, without legal
Justification. also decided thal every-
oune who registered after the legal dead-
line. but before Lhe deadline ¢realed hy
judicial fiat. could still vote.

Nole Lhat Lhe Arizona legislature was
no longer in control of delermining the
manner of appointing Presidential
electors because the court had sel a
new deadline. even though the appel-
late courl found the legislature's dead-
line was constitutionally sound.

During that window. more than 32.000
voters registered in Maricopa County
alone. Here are copies of those voler
registration records. In going around
the deadline sel hy the legislature. the
courtl ignored the Arizona legislature’s
obligation and right to direct the man-
ner of choosing Presidential electors as
sel forth in Article IL. Section 1.

As a consequence of that judicial
usurpation. more than 32.000 people
were allowed Lo unlawinlly cast ballots
in Arizona's Presidential elecLion in
2020.

The Arizona legislature seeks an
independent audit of the election. The
Governgr refuses now Lo call Lthem Into
a special session. The Maricopa County
Board of Supervigors has refused Lo
comply with legislalive subpoenas. In
Arizona. Lhe people who conlrol the
evidence related Lo the election have
done evervihing possible to prevenl an
independent audil directed by the leg-
islabure.

Arizonans have usged the limited
amount of recerds avallable to inves-
Ligate the 2020 Presidential election. Of
a limited sample of 1.000 addresses of
voters, they found 539 voters did mnot
live al Lhe addresses on the voter rolls.
Here is a stack of 1.000 declaration of
affidavils supporting that.

1 ohject Lo counting the votes of Ari-
zona electors because Lhe Federal
courks wenl around Lhe legislatively
constructed mechanism for choosing
Arizona's Presidential electors. allow-
ing Lens of thousands of volers to un-
lawfully cast voles. The court usurped
a key component of the Arizona legis-
lature's manner of selecting Presi-
dential electors, thus violating Article
1I. Section 1. The legislature is being
obstructed in its efforts. And what lit-
tle evidence we have and whal iittie in-
formation we have has produced this
kind of evidence, which indicates a sig-
nificanl problem with the inlegrily of
tlie Presidential election.

Madam Speaker. I include in the
RECORD my wrilten comments, Llo-
gether with the voler regislration
records that reflect the 32,000 registra-
tions permitled in contravention of
State law: letters and resolutions from
Arizona legislators pertaining to the
counlt of voles from electors: along
with approximalely 1.000 affidavits and
declarations pertaining to potential
voler fraud in Arizona in the 2020 Pres-
idential eleclion: and the statement of
Congressmanh RANXDY WERER of Texas.

DECEMBEL 31, 2020

DEAR VICE PRESIDENT PEXCE; As the Chair-

woman of the Arizona House Elections Com-
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mitlee, 1 write 1o you with upmost urgency
Lo communicate Lo you several ovcurrences
thaf thwart our ability as legislators to in-
vestigale leglilmate and concerning allega-
tions of election fraud in the most recent
weneral eleclion, On Deveimnber 14. 2020, Ari-
zona sent an allernale slate of electors,
along with a resolution from 21 curvent and
8 newly elected legislators asking you to re-
frain from accepting the Biden electors until
we tould adequately investigale Lthese claims
ol Mraud.

Soon alter the election. I requested an
Elections Cominitlee discovery hearlng in
order Lo nse subpoena power to acqulre the
voting machines and ballots in order to do a
comprehensive and forensic andit. 1 was told
thal it was not a good idea and was denied
the ability, I continued Lo request the hear-
ing with the Speaker of the House. asked
publivly. and tried every avenue to no avail,
A full month later on December Sth, the Sen-
ale Presidenl authorized a hearing via the
Judiciary committes. and that {id result in
subpoenns Lo the Maricopa County Super-
visors (who oversee the elections procvessi
thal have yet. as of Lhe writing of this letter,
heen complied with.

Court. cases Itave been dismissed due 1o not
having evidence, however our efforts Lo do an
audit to obtain such evidence have been sup-
pressed, We held a hearing on 11302020 with
Rudy Giuliani to at least hear testimony
from c¢ltizens who experienced itregularities,
along with subhject matter experts who re-
ported severe lrrezularities and probable
tampering with the machine apparatus. On
11.302020. a group of Arizona citizens re-
ported publicly that they had uncovered
with great confidence a minimum estimation
of 160.000 fraudulent voters. based on over
1000 declarations aftidavits collected. This
supports an earlier document submitied Lo
Lthe Attorney Gemneral and would largely im-
pact the outcome of the electlion.

We have experienced obstruction at every
turn. For your reference, 1 have temized. in
Exhibit A, many of the various ways we have
been stopped from investigating claims of
fraud and gross irregularities. It is my hope
that you will see that the Arizona Presi-
dential election is still in dispute and unre-
solved. We call on you Lo take this into con-
sideration as you perform your dulies on
January 6th. and not accept the electors
until we have resolution to these matters,

With ulmost respect,
KevLny J. TOWNSEXD.
Sengtor-Eleet,
EXHIBIT A

1. Hequests from the House Elections
Chairwoman (mysell) and the House Federal
Relations Chairman (Mark Finchem) to hold
an evidentiary hearing were repeatedly de-
nied and have vel Lo be honored, Multiple
Chairmen of various committees requested a
hearing in order lo investizale claims, 10 no
avall, We were forced to hold an unofficlal
hearing on November J0th where many vame
forward with very concerning evidence and
claims,

2, The Senate Judiviary Commillee hear-
ing was nol held until 41 days after the elec-
tion on 1214-2020. the same day as the Elec-
tors were Lo east their votes. This delay ren-
dered the hearihp of little effect regarding
having confidence in Lhe correct votes cast.
The Chairman Lhus issusd 4 subpoena [or Lhe
equipment and ballots, bul the Maricopa
Board of Supervisors has vountersued and
refuse 1o comply. They will not release any
machine or hallol info, even Lhouph within
the RFF for the Dominion machines. it is
stated that their key [eatures are thelr abil-
ity to conduct hand counts, perform risk
limiting auwdits, and publish ballol images
ansd adjudication records with markings on a
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public website, valling 11 Lhew open data im-
tiative. Now (liat they ave heing asked for i1,
they are refusing to make il availahle, citing
voler confidentiality  There is no voter in-
formation contained in the machine or on &
hallol, however, so thal reasoning is insulfi-
clent. Their inaction and nonfeasanee pre-
venl us from proper discovery.

3. I. along with several others. requested
the Governor to call us in for special session
1o be able Lo deal with the issue. 1L is our un-
derstanding Lhat we cannct enforee the sub-
poena ot equipment and ballots unless we
are in session, His obgoing unwillingness Lo
call vy into session to address Lhese issues
had kept us from adeyuate discovery. On 12
02 2020. Governor Doug Ducey was asked Ly
the media If he was going to honor the Legls-
later’s request for a special session. He pro-
ceeded to incorrectly name Monday January
13th as our first day back in regular session.
In response. Lhe reporter asked, “So vou see
no need for a special session to look al any
of these issues or the issue of Presidential
electers....” to which the Governor inter-
rupted and said, “T'll see the Legislature in
January.’

4, The House leadership atlempled 1o deter
Represenlative Brel Roberts [rom sending
letler Lo Alttorney General Broovich and the
Maricopa County Board ol Supervisors rve-
warding the acearate performance of a hand
count based on the statutory reguirement to
do so by precinel. versus vote center. By
doing a hand count hased on voting cenlers.
it renders it impossible to tell if there was a
rogue precinet involved in fraud. Neverthe-
Iess, Rep, Robert's efforts to enforce statute
were thwarted by House leadership.

5 One week prior to the Eleclers voling.
on Decembey Tth, the House and Senate lead-
ership closed the buildings in the name of
COVID-19. prevenllng any in-person hearings
or work to be performed. This greatly hin-
dered our ability to push for discovery re-
garding eleclion Integrity during the last
days before the Elector’s voles were cast.

6. The Maricopa Counly Board of Super-
visors held a closed meeting on 11.20 2020 in
order to certify the election results. where
the public was not allowed Lo participate and
ask questions, Prior to that meeting. on 12
082020, Merissa Hamllton 1a data integrity
experl) delivered to the Attorney General a
statistically signlficant Iisting of decensed
volers that vrecelved a hallol and those de-
ceased who actually returned a ballot, At the
aforementfoned meeting, the Maricopa Coun-
ty Elections Director Ray Valenzuela stated
that the list of deceased voters casting a bal-
lot. was mere [olklore and dismissed it as a
nonissue. This accusabtion s still pending an
investigation.

7. After submiltlng a public records re-
quest [or tlie Federal only volers who cast a
hallot in the 2020 General election. I was told
hy a stafl member thal the Elections Direc-
tor was “velting the list” Lefore he gave il
to me. I dld nol request a c¢leansd-up list of
voters. but the list in its enlirety. This di-
minished my confidence In thal list, that I
have a true vepresentation of persons who
cast a ballot that cannot establish their
jdentity or citizenship.

8. Arizona Stale House leadership pre-
vented Legislators [rom Issuing press re-
leases having to do with the election that did
not conform Lo their own opinion. This di-
minished our abilily to communlcate to the
public our concerns ahout how the election
and post procedures were being handled.

9, On 1201.2020. T requested the Attorney
General's Elections Integrity office to inves-
tigale the claims made at the November 30th
Giuliani hearing and provided them the link.
1 was lold that none of the items listed at
the Gigliani hearing would be inyvestipated
hy that office.
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100 The DMaricopr Counly Recorder at-
tended more than one DefCon vonflerence
that focused on the ability to hack voting
machines, The Legislatule was never in-
formed that the outeome of these con-
ferenves recommended thal elected oflicials
he notified due to unprotected poris on Lhe
machines. passwords lefl unset or left in de-
fault configurations and security features of
the underlying commercial hardware were
left unused or even disabled. It was rec-
ommended that Lo improve election security.
paper hallots should be used. and a rigorous
post-election audit be performed. We learned
aboul Lhig issue via social media. and it was
obfuscated hy the Election officials.

11. Arizona Republican State Chair Kelli
Ward reports Lthe [ollowiny malfeasance and
obstruction:

a. No allowed review of the digitally adju-
dicated ballols over 200,000

b, Only 100 of the duplicated bzllots re-
viewed 3% error rate in favor ol President
Trump. Maricopa County refused to look al
the other 28.000 ballots.

¢, No meaninglnl signature verification.
County employees doing gignature
verilication offsile, over the inlernet. with-
out gversighl, and at times at a rale of 30
signatyres o more per minule,

12, The Secretary of State took 24 days to
answer a public records request by hMerissa
Hamilton. asking them Lo deliver the meet-
ing minutes from Lheir technical committee
to certify the Dominion voting equipment.
Only after four requests and the involvement
ol the Ombudsman did she oblain the infor-
mation. The results of that request showed
Lhat despite the voting eguipment not heing
ahle Lo valculate the votes properly. which
was never addressed. the machines were still
certified. The Maricopa County RFP lor the
Dominion equipment did not give the puhlic
a chance to give input on the procurement.
There was never any discussion or an offer of
various options Lo choose from. The Board of
Supervisors went straighl Lo a vote with no
discussion and approved the machines unani-
mously.

13. There are multiple numerous examples
of how on election day observers and poll
workers were prevented [rom overseeing the
various precedures. thereby undermining
confidence that there was no illegal activity
and violaling Arizona's statutes regarding
election Integrity. We have had no formal in-
vestigation inlo the vaslt majority of Lhese
accusations.

SUMMARY

Arizona has many unresolved Issues that
we would like to have investigated in order
to confidently say our eleclors voted [or the
true victor in the 2020 Presidential election.
We still have outstanding issues left unve-
solved and are belng stopped at nearly every
turn Nont invesligating. For example, Lhe
Maricopa Counly Recorder's olfice started
counting early bhallots 14 days belore election
day, During that time. (ke backup server
was remaoved each night hy a Dominion em-
ployee. This is ol significant concern hecause
Lhe information on those servers could have
been nianipulated and or provided Lo nefar-
lous people as t¢ how many ballots voles
were needed to change Lhe results ol the
election as Lime wentL on.

Many in the Legislature believe thal if we
are able Lo do & forensic audit. we could in-
vestigate Lhese and other serious clauns
Lrought forward Lo us. However, as you can
see by the list ahove tnol exhaustive but
hriel for ¥our benefit: we have many entities
who appear Lo be blocking our efforts Lo gel
to the botlom of Lthe issue. One ¢an only ask.
in a supposedly secure and (air election. why
digeovery is being guashed

CONCLUSION

It iz asked that all of these issues be con-

stderett when contemplating the eleven Avi-
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zona electoral voles. Our election is =till in
dispute. amgd we lave obfuscation and at-
templs at running out the clock Lo prevent
discovery ol the favts. We helieve it is impos-
sible 1o conclusively deciare a winner in Ari-
zona and pray that youw would refrain from
counting the electoral votes from owr state,
apd consider the alternate slate should we he
able to establish validity to the varioux
claims of election raud on such a scale that
woulil change the outcome.

Thank you. kindly. (or your altention to
these matlers.

A RESOLUTION TO CONGRERS

Whereas. it 1z the constitutional and legal
obligation ol the Legislature of Lthe Stale of
Arizona to ensure that Lhe state’s presi-
dential electors truly represent the will of
the voters of Arizona: and

Whereas. pursuant to Lhe direction of Con-
gresg as sel forth in United States Code, Lille
3. seclion 1 as authorized hy Article IL sec-
tion 1. clause 4 of the Constitution of the
Unlted States, and state law adopled pursiu-
anl thereto, Arigona conducled an election
for presidentlial electors on the Tuesday next
alter the first Monday in November of 2020
that is. on November 3, 2020; and

Whereas., that eleclion was mared by
irregularilies zo significant as to render it
highly doubtful whelher the certilied results
aeeurately represent the will of Lhe voters:
and

Whereas, Congress has further directed in
U.8. Code, title 3, section 2 that when a state
~has held an elegiion [or the purpose of
choosing electors, and has [ailed Lo make a
¢hoice on the day prescribed hy law, the elec-
tors may be appointed on & subsequent day
in such manner ay the legislaiure of such
Stave may divect”: and

Whereas. that provision implicitly recog-
nizes Lhat Article IL. Section 1. Clause 2 of
the U.8. Constitution grants to each stale
legislature, with stated Iimitations. the sole
authority to prescribe the manner ol ap-
pointing eleclors for that state: and

Whereas. the UGnited States Supreme Court
and other courts have explained that when a
state legislature divects the manner of ap-
poinling electors, it does so pursuant to a
grant of authority from the U.S. Constitu-
tion rather than by reason of any state con-
stitutional ot other legal provision: that this
authority may be exercised by the legisla-
ture alone without other aspects of the nor-
mal lawmaking process: and that the state
legislatiure’s anthority over the appointment
of presidential electors Is plenary and may
he resumed al any time: and

Whereas, because 1.8, Code, Litle 3. section
7 mandates that all presldential eleciors
vole for President and Vice President of the
United States on December 14, 2020, it is -
possible Lo pursue the Legislature’s preferred
conrse of action, which would he for Arizo-
na’s voters to participate in a nhew and fair
and [ree presitdential election helore Lhat
date: and

Whereay, In view of the facls heretolore 1e-
cited, Lthe Legislature is required Lo exerclse
its hest judgment as Lo which slate of elec-
ors the volers prefer: and

Whereas. lepal precedenl exists wheére in
1960 the State of Hawaii sent an alternate
slate of electors while Lhe Presidential elec-
tion was still in question in order Lo meel
the deadline of selecling electors. and upon
recount the alternate slale of electors’ bal-
lots were ultimalely counted; and

Whereas, the undersigned have an obliga-
tion to find the truth, For this reason. on
several oceasions since November 3. we state
lawmakers have requested facl-finding heay-
ings to include A comprehensive and inde-
pendent forensic audil. At this time. no such
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audll has been authorized. This leaves the
uncertainty of the election results in a state
thal requires further investigation and reso-
lution: and

Wheleas, ongoing election hresularity Hti-
yation is currently active. and there are un-
resolved disputes by hoth the Lewvislature
and at least one Presulential campaign. ren-
dering the election inconclusive as of date of
signing of this letter.

Therefore. be il

Resolved by the undersivned Leglslators,
members of the Arizona House and Senate.
reyues! that the alternate I1 electoral votes
be accepted [or to Donald J. Trump or to
have all electoral voles nulllfied complelely
until & full forensic audit can be conducled.
Be i1 further resclved that the Tnited States
Congress is not to conslder a slate of eleclors
Mrom the State of Arigona until the Lefisla-
ture deems the wlection Lo be final and all
Irregularities reaclved.

Signed this day. 14 December, 2020,

Senator Elect Kelly Townseml, Legislative
District 16; Representalive Kevin Payne.
Legislative District 21: Representalive Mark
Finchem. Legislative Distriet 11: Senator
Sonny Borrelli. Legislative District 5 Rep-
resentative Bret Roberts. Legislative Dis-
wict 11; Representative Bob Thorpe. Legisla-
Live Districlt 6 Semator David Farnsworth,
Legislative District 16; Representative Leo
Biasiucel, Legislative District 5: Representa-
Live Antlhiony Kern, Legislative Diatrict 20:
Senator Sylvia Allen, Legislative Distriet 137
Senator Elect Naney Barto. Legislative Dis-
trict 15: Majority Leader Wairen Petersen,
Legislative District 12; Representative Steve
Pierve. Legislative District 1: Representalive
Tony Rivero. Legislative District 2l: Senator
David Gowan. Legislative District 14: Rep-
resentative David Cock, Legislative Distriet
8: Representative John Fillmore. Legislative
District 16: Representative Travis Grantham.
Legislative Distriel 12: Representative Wal-
Ler Blackinan. Legislative District 6: Rep-
resentalive Shawnna Bolick, Legislative Dis-
trict 20: Representative Noel Camphell. Leg-
islative District 1: Representative Elect Jac-
queline Parker. Legislative District 16; Rep-
resentative Elect Beverly Pingerelli, Legis-
lative District 21: Representative Elect Jake
Hoffman. Legislative Distrivt 123; Senator
Elect Wendy Ragers. Lt Col. USAF (rety
Legislative Districl 6; Representalive Elect
Steve Kalser. Legislative District 15: Rep-
resentalive Elect Brenda Barton. Legislative
District. 6 Representative Elect Joseph
Chaplik. Legislative District 23: Representa-
tive Elect Judy Burges, Legislalive District
1; Representalive Elect Quang Nzuyen. Leg-
islative District 1.

Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker. 1
claim the Lime in opposition Lo the ob-
jection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman {rom
Maryland is recognized for 5§ minules,

Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker. T
thank you first and all my dear beloved
colleagues for your love and tender-
ness, which my family and 1 will never
forget.

Abraham Linceln, whose name is a
comfort Lo us all, said: ~“We have got

the Dest governmenl Lhe world ever
linew.”
IL is Dbest because Lhe [irst thiee

words of the Constitulion tell us who
gvoverns here: We Lhe People.

Waltch Lhis proceeding Loday and Lell
the world with pride. as Lincoln did.
about the Lrilliant meaning and prom-
ise of our country, Our Government be-
longs Lo the peaple.

As Presidenl Ford said: Here the peo-
ple rule.
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Teday we arve in the people’s House Lo
complele the people’s process for
choosing the people’s President. We as-
semble into joint session for a solemn
purpose that we have all sworn a sa-
cred oath to faithlfully discharge. The
121h  Amendment obligates each and
every one of us to count the elecltoral
voles to recognize Lhe will of Lhe peo-
ple in the 2020 Presidential eleclion.

We a1'e nol here. Madam Speaker, to
vote for the candidate we wanl. We are
here to recognize Lthe candidate the
people actually voted for in the States,

Madam Speaker, the 2020 election is
over and the people have spoken. Joe
Biden received more than 80 million
voles, Seven million more than Presi-
dent Trump, A number larger than any
other Presidenl has received in U.S.
history. The sweeping popular victory
translated into an electoral college vic-
tory of 306-232, a margin which Presi-
dent Trump pronounced a landslide
when he won by those exacl same num-
bers in 2016,

S0 now we counl Lhe electoral voles
that were just delivered Lo us in the
beauliful malhogany cases brought by
Lhose hardworking Senate pages. These
mahogany cases contain only (he 538
elecloral voles that were sent in by Lhe
States. not ilhe 159 million ballols Lhat
were casl by our constituents. Those
were counted 2 months ago by hun-
dreds of thousands of election officials
and poll workers across America who
risked their health and even Lheir lives
in the Lime of COVID Lo deliver what
our Department of Homeland Securily
called Lhe moslL secure election in
American history. Many of these offi-
cials have endured threals of retribu-
tion, violenc¢e. and even dealh just for
doing their johs.

Just as the popular vole was for
Biden. so was the electoral vote, On
December 15, Senate Majorily Leader
MITCH MCCONNELL recognized it, "*The
elecloral college has spoken.'” the Sen-
alor said from the Senate floor.
“Today I wanl to congratulate Presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden."

Yel, we have seen escalating atlacks
on our election with unfounded claims
of fraud and corruption. More Lhan 60
lawsuits have been Dbrought Lo date
seeking Lo overturn the resulls, They
have failed repeatedly and they have
failed spectacularly.

Every objection we hear today ma-
ligning our States and thelr officials—
both Republican and Democrat—has
been liligated. adjudicated. and oblil-
erated in hoth Federal and State
Courts. The President has not jusl had
his day in court. Madam Speaker. he
has had more than 2 months in court
logking for a judge to emhrace these
arguments. In more bhan 50 cases.
Madam Speaker. al leasi 88 different
judges. ineluding many appeinted hy
the President himself, have melicu-
lously rejecled the President's claims
of frawd and corruption.

Take Georgia U.3. District Court
Judge Steven OGrimberg. who was
named Lo the hench by  President
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Trump last vear. He rejected President
Trump's praver to block certification
of Biden's victory in Georgia. sayving il
~has no basis in fact oy law.”

Take U.S, District Judge Brett Lud-
wig. anolher Trump nominee who Look
the bench in September He dismissed a
lawsnil seeking Lo overtum the resulls
in  Wisconsin. calling it extraor-
dinary.””

He said: A sitling President who did
nol prevail in his bid for reelection has
asked for Federal Court help In selting
aside the popular vote hased on
issues he plainly could have raised be-
fore Lhe vole occmrred.

*This court allowed Lhe plaintiff the
chance to make his case. and he has
lost on the merits.™

Trump has asked for the rule of law
Lo be followed. Judge Ludwig ohserved.
and he said definitively: It has heen.

T have been a constitulional law pro-
Tessor for 30 years. and if I were Lo test
my sludents on Llhese decisions. it
would be Lhe easiest tesl in the world
because Lhe plainliffs have lost nearly
every case and every issue in Lhe most
sweeping terms, Thal is all they would
have to remember. There is no basis in
fact or law Lo justify Lhe unprece-
dented relief thal is being requested of
nullifving these eleclions.

We are here to count the votes, Lel
us do our job.

Mrs. BOEBERT, Madam Speaker. I
rise Lo support the objection.

The SPEAKER, The gentlewoman
from Colorado is recognized for 5 min-
utes,

Mrs. BOEBERT. Madam Speaker, Lo
ease evervone’s nerve. I want Members
Lo all know that I am not here tc chal-
lenge anyone to a duel like Alexander
Hamilton or Aaron Buir.

Madam Speaker, my primary objec-
tion to Lhe counting of Lhe slectoral
voles of Lthe Stale of Arizona is hased
on the Constitulion and the direction
of State legislatures through State
law, as spelled out in the following lwo
tlauses of Article II. Section 1. Clause
2: “Bach Stale shall appoint, in such
manner as the legislature thereof may
direct, a mumber of electors.™

And the eleclion clause of the Con-
stitution provides State legislatures
with explicit authority {o prescribe
the times. places. and manner of hold-
ing elections.”

For more than lhree decades. Arizona
law, sel by the State legislature. has
required that voler registration end no
later than 29 days before an election.

This 1s clear. It is law. unless amend-
ed by Lhe Slale legislature. This is Lhe
way it needs to be carried oul.

In Arizona. Lhe deadline for voter
registration for the 2020 Presidential
eleclion was October 5. 2020. Using
COVID as a reasoning. Democrats filed
a Jawsuil to extend Lhis deadline by 18
days. An injunclion was made by an
Obama-appointed judge preventing the
Arizona secretary of state from enfore-
ing the vonstitutional deadline set by
the State legislature,

As a result of this frivolous. partisan
lawsuit., 10 extra days were added vin
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judicial fiat to allow voler registra-
tion, These 10 dayvs were added afler
voting had already begun. This is com-
plelely indefensihle You cannot
change the rules of an election while it
is underway and expect the American
people Lo Lrust fL.

Now. in this 10-day period. at least
30,000 new voters were regislered 1o
vote in Arizona. All of these voles are
unconstitutional. It does nol matter it
they voted for President Trump or if
they voted for Vice Presidenl Biden.
They did not regisler in (ime for the
eleclion. The law states Oclober 5. HKi-
ther we have laws or we do not.

If we allow Slale election laws as sel
forth by (he State legislatures 1o he ig-
nored and manipulaled on the whims of
partisan lawsulls, unelected bureau-
crats, unlawful procedures. and arbi-
trary ruleg, then our constilutional Re-
public will cease to exist.

The oath I took this past Sunday to
defend and support the Constitution
malkes it necessary for me Lo object to
this travesly. Otherwise. the laws
passed by the legislative branch merely
become sugygestions to he accepted. re-
jected. or manipulated by those who
did nol pass them.

Madam Speaker. 1 have constituents
outside of this huilding right now. I
promised my volers to be their voice.
In this bhranch of government in which
1 now serve. il is my separate hul equal
oblization to weigh in on this election
and object.

Are we nolt a government of. by, and
for Lhe people?

They know Lhal this election ig not
right: and as Lheir Representative. 1
am sent here to represeni Lhem. I will
not allow the people Lo be ignored.

Madam Speaker. it Is my duty under
the U.8. Constitulion to ohject Lo the
counting of the electoral votes of Lhe
State of Arizona. The Members who
stand here today and accept the results
of this concentrated. coordinaled. par-
tisan effort by Democratls, where every
fraudulent vote cancels cut the vole of
an honest America. has sided wilh ex-
tremists on the left.

The United Slates Congress needs to
make an informed decision. and that
starts with this objection.

Madam Speaker, I yield Lo the gen-
{leman from Florida (Mr. MasT).

Mr, MAST. Madam Speaker. I rise as
well to supportl the objection. and 1 rise
wilth the simple quesltion: Can the
Chair honestly tell Americans. with a
pending Supreme Courl case over legal
observers not heing allowed Lo observe
and inspect signatures. that the laws
and the Constitution of thal State
were not violated to chanpe voting out-
comaes?

Madam Speaker, 1 will wait for a re-
sponse.

The SPEAKER. The genlleman {rom
Florida (Mr. MasT) has 25 scconds ve-
maining.

My, MAST. Madam Speaker, I will re-
peal my question.

Can vou honestly tell Americans,
with a pending Supreme Court vase
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over legal observers notl heing able Lo
observe and inspecl signatures. that
Lhe laws and Constitulion of Arizona
were nol violated Lo change voling oul-
comes?

And I will waitl for a rasponse.

The SPEAKER. The time of lhe gen-
Lleman has expired.

= 1400

Mr. NEGUSE. Madam Speaker. T rise
in opposition Lo the objection.

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from
Colorado is recognized for $ minutes,

Mr, NEGUSE. Madam Speaker. Loday
is an important day. In 1862. during the
depths of the Civil War. President Lin-
coln submilted his annual message Lo
Congress. to this body. and in it. he
wrote the following: “Fellow cilizens.
we cannol escape history., We. of this
Congress and lhis administration, will
e remembered in spite of ourselves,
... The fiery (rial through which we
pass will light us down. in honor o1 dis-
honor. Lo Lhe latest gemeration. . . . We
shall nobly save. or meanly lose, the
last best hope of Earth.”

Madam Speaker, we gather today Lo
ensure Lhe survival of our grand Amer-
ican experiment, Lhe grealesl democ-
racy Lhis world has ever known, and
there are millions of people watching
today’s proceedings. The eves of the
world are on us now. my colleagues.
wondering if we will keep the failh,
wondering if ocur constitutional Repub-
lic will hold.

Will we adhere Lo our Constitutlion.
that solemn visionary document that
has guided us so well for so long and
enabled the peaceful Lransfer of power
Loy the last 230 years?

Will we conlinue to be a counlry pre-
mised on Lhe consent of the governed. a
Congress Lhat respects the will of the
people. and a Republic that will en-
dure?

Madam Speaker, those are Lthe ques-
Lions before us Loday. With respect to
my new colleague [rom Colorado. the
gquestion is nol whether Joe Biden was
elected the 46th President of the
United States, He clearly was, The peo-
ple of Arizona. like so much of the
country. spoke clearly and resound-
ingly. They voted in record numbers,
and over 81 million Americans selacted
Joe Biden ag the next President.

Now, today. we hear from some in
this Chamber—mnot all, but some of my
colleagues on the other side of the
aisle—vague claims of fraud.

No substance.

No evidence.

No facts.

No explanation for why over 8B
judges across this land have rejected
Lhe very same claims.

Madam Speaker, the hotlom line is
Lhis, As my caolleague, Representative
RASKIK. so eloguenlly put iL. Lthe people
have spoken. and that is why. on De-
cembel 14, the electoral college mel to
certify the election of a duly elected
President. juslt as Lhey have done for
centuries during terrible world wars,
recessions, deprassions. plagues, and
pandemics,
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They mel their duly. and they once
again rose Lo the oecasion and certified
Lhe election. And Llie guestion now is,
will we do ours?

Now, I know Lhere are many
texlualists among us. many of my col-
leagues who would understand that the
Constitution muslt guide our work
tedav, And the Constitution is crystal
clear: Our duty today is a narrow one.

Article II. Section 1, Clause 3 reads:
“The President of the Senate shall, in
the presence of the SBenate and House
of Representatives. open all the certifi-
cates. and the voles shall then be
counted. The person having Lhe greal-
esl number of voles [or President shall
be the President.”

That is iL. period. Ow job is not Lo
replace the jutdgment made by the
American people wilth our owi., Yel.
that is precisely what so many of my
House and Senate Republican col-
leagues ask Lhis body to do. to sub-
stitule their judgment for the ex-
pressed will of the American people.

In America. we don’t do that. In Lhe
United States. we accept Lhe resulls of
free and lair elections,

Madam Speaker. we don’'t ignore the
will of the voters and altempt to in-
stall a preferred candidale into power.
That doesn’t happen here,

Madam Speaker. I will close with
Lhis. Our duly. our task. is a very sim-
ple one: Lo honor the voice of the peo-
ple. to lenor our Constitulion, Lo
count Lhe voles. to certify this elec~
Lion. and begin to heal this great coun-
Lry of ours,

I pray each of ug may find Lhe cowr-
age to do so.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker. I rise in support of Lhe ohjec-
tion.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman {rom
Louisiana is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr, JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker. we have a solemn responsi-
bility today. We must vote Lo sustain
objections Lo slates of electors sub-
milted by States that we genuinely be-
lieve clearly violaled the Constitution
in the Presidential election of 2020.

This is the threshold legal question
hefore us, and il is an issue before us
for the State of Arizona. We have to re-
peal this for emphasis because a lot of
people seem Lo be confused.

Because judges and nol Lhe State leg-
islature changed the rules of the elec-
Lion, Arizona clearly viclated the plain
language of Article I1. Section 1 of Lhe
Constitution in its selection of Presi-
dential electors.

The Framers of our Constitution rec-
ognized that elections were susceptible
Lo corruption. We all know Lhat. 5o,
how did they fix it? How did they pro-
vide for that? They created the elec-
Loral college as a safeguard. and lhey
expressly empowered Stale legislatures
to ensure the integrity of our unique
election system.

Only the Stale legisiatures. hecause
they are a full body of representatives
and nol rogue officials, were given (he
auLhority to direct Lhe manner of ap-
pointing Presidential electors because
il was so Important.
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The Supreme Court has acknowl-
edged this over and over. They pre-
viously affirmed in Article II. Section
1. Clause 2: "The appointment of (hese
electors is thus placed ahsolulely and
wholly with the legislalures of the sev-
eral States.” Thal authority can never
be taken away or ahdicated,

The Arizona Legislalure did enact de-
tailed rules and precedures Lhat the
State was suppesed 10 follow Lo choose
its electors, Bul in the months pre-
ceding Lhe 2020 eleclion. as we have
heard—and by Lhe way. a Lhousand
pages of evidence have just been sub-
mitled on the facts on Lhis—tihose well-
established rules and procedures were
deliberately changed,

They weren't changed by the legisla-
ture, friends. They were changed hy
judges. And those aclions Laken by Lhe
judiciary were not limited to mere in-
terpretations of existing law. No. they
were substantive. wholesale changes to
1hose statutes.

Madam Speaker. Lhal is a usurpalion
of the anthorily thalt Lhe legislature
had. Thal usurpalion was 1epeated
across Lhe country this vear. Il is the
primary reason—it is one of Lhe rea-
sons why the election of 2020 hecame
riddled with an unprecedented number
of serious allegalions of fraud and
hrregularilies all over the country,

National polls. it has heen said. indi-
cate thal a huge percentage ol Ameri-
cans now have serious doubts ahout not
just the outcome of thizs Presidential
contest but also the fulure reliability
of our election system itself.

Since we are convinced that the elec-
tion laws in Arizona and some olher
key States were changed in this uncon-
stitntional manner, we have a responsi-
hility today. The slates of eleclors pro-
duced under those modified laws are
thus unconstitutional. They are not
sregularly given' or “lawfully cer-
tified."” as required by the Electoral
Count Act, and they are invalid on
their face. Thal is just Lhe conclusion
that you have to reach.

Madam Speaker, given these inescap-
able facts. we believe we have no
choice today bul to vote ¢ sustain ob-
jections to those slates of electors.

Mr, RASKIN and others today have
cited the 12th Amendment, and they
cite Article I1. Section 1. Clause 3—re-
member that, Clause 3. And they have
asserlad that Congress has only one
narrow role today: we are just supposed
Lo count the electoral votes thatl have
heen submitted, But those advocales
have overlooked a critical first prin-
ciple.

Their assertion is only Lrue so long
as Congress firsl is econvinced Lhat the
electoral voles were nol produced by a
process that violated the Constilution
is there. We have Lo gel Lhrough Clause
2 of Article II. Section 1, before we gel
Lo Clause 3 is Lhe poinlL.

Lool. in our unique system. Congress
is positioned as the last bulwark in a
Presidential eleclion Lo ensure Lhe
Constitution has been followed. Indeed.
just two decades ago. the Supreme
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jourt spoke to this. They plainly ac-
knowledzed this important delibera-
tive role of Congress. It was Lthe famous
Bush v. Gore litigation that evervbody
remembers from 2000.

In a per curiam opinion—meaning all
nine JuslLices. that il was unanimous—
they naoted strict adherence to the pro-
visions of the Electoral Count Act may
create “a -safe harbor for a Stale inso-
far as congressional consideration of
its electoral votes is concerned.”

However, unanimously. the Court
said since Lille 3, section 5 contains a
principle of Federal law that would as-
sure finality of the State’s determina-
tion if they followed all the proscrip-
tions there, if the will of the legisla-
ture i{s attempted to he changed by a
Stale courtl. that is a problem. That.
they said. Congress might deem to he a
change in the law.

That is precisely why we are here
righl now. Go read Bush v. Gore, and
vou will see this.

Chied Juslice William Rehnquist and
Justices Scalia and Thomas joined in a
concurring opinien 8 days laler, and
Lhey reiterated Lhis point.

A significant departure from the leg-
islature’s scheme for appointing Presi-
dential eleclors presents a Federal
guestion. IL is a big problem for us, and
it is one we cannot get around. Thal Is
wlhy we are here.

Madam Speaker. I urge my col-
leagues today to look at the facts. to
follow the law. and to follow our con-
gressional oath. We are supposed Lo
support and defend the Constitution.
That is what we do here today. I urge
everyone to do the right thing.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, I
rise in opposition to the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Arizona is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr, GRIJALVA, Madam Speaker,
this exercise in futility Lhal Congress
is undertaking is at Lhe behest of Re-
publican Members of Congress. The ef-
fort, to overturn the Presidential elec-
tion and grant Donald Trump 4 more
years is the motivation behind il. And
Lo continue a baseless conspiracy-
fueled threal Lo our democracy makes
no sense because Lhere is no viable con-
stitutional or legal path Lo overturn
the election thal will make Vice Presi-
denl Biden and Senalor HARRIS Presi-
dent and Vice Presidenl of Lhe United
Stales after January 20.

One certain outcome of this whole
process is the weakening of our democ-
racy and the threatening of our democ-
racy. Beginning with Arizona. Congress
is being asked to chase down a rabbit
hole bhaseless. discredited. and judi-
cially discarded fringe conspiracy theo-
ries.

Madam Speaker, for the record. lel's
talk a little bil aboul Arizona. Arizona
and Stale and local officials did an un-
Lelievable job lo easure that the 2020
elections ran smoothly. Mr. Hickman.
the Republican chairman of the Mari~
copa Counly board. the largeslt county
in the Stale of Arizona. said: "No mal-
ter how you voted. this election was
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administered  wilh  inlegrity., (rans-
parency. and in accordance with State
laws.™

Arizonans showed up to the polls in
record numbers. More than 8.4 million
people voled. wilh increases in every
counly. and 65 percent of all eligible
volers in Arizona voted in the 2020 elec-
tion. Arizonans cast their Dballols up
and down for Republicans and Demo-
crals, and 11 electoral votes were
granted Lo Joe Biden and Kanapa HAR-
RIS hased on their victory in Arizona.
Thal is Lhe story.

Arizonans veoted in hundreds of races
this year. In addilion to the Presi-
dency. these races include nine mem-
bers of the Slate's congressional dele-
gation that are with you—Ifour of them.
my Republican colleagues. These¢ Mem-
bers have already been seated in the
117th Congress, They do not guestion
lhe aceuracy of Arizona’s 2020 eleclions
Lo selecl the congressional delegalion.
vel. my four Republican cclleagues
question the Presidential elsction.

Our colleagues may say they are only
asking guestions and seeking Lo reas-
sure voters. but let us be clear: These
questions have been answered by the
voters and by the courts. Rather than
accepting the answers and the resulls
of the election. they are fanning Lhe
flames of unfounded suspicion and once
again creating a threatl, a very real and
dangerous threat tc our democracy.

Again. our friends do not question
the oul¢omes of their own elections.
Thal is because they have no reason lo,
just as they have no legitimate reason
Lo question the results of the Presi-
dential election in Arizona.

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues
Lo reject Lhis objeclion. Lo respecl Lhe
will of the volers in Lhe State of Ari-
zona and throughout this country, and
Lo fundamenlally add some preserva-
Lion to our democracy from any fulure
damage, thal this effort that we are
undertaking in this House and in the
Senale today does nol further damage
our democracy.

Mr. GOSAR. Madam Speaker. T rise
in support of my objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentileman {rom
Arizona is recognized for 5 minules.

Mr. GOSAR. Madam Speaker, 1 filed
my challenge on the slate of electors
from the State of Arizona Lhal was ac-
tually put forward by Governor Ducey
of Arizona.

My ask to you. the Speaker. through
the Vice President, is simple. Do nol
count these electors until and unless
Lthe secrelary of state allows a forensic
audit of Lthe election, a request she has
denied repeatedly.

We have baen Lold over and over Lhat
even though this was a public eleclion
using public money and public ma-
chines utilizing public emplovees. the
public teday has no ability Lo simply
doulle-check Lhe veracily of these re-
sulls,
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If the Presidential election was a
foothall game. we would et a slow-mo-
tion review from mulliple angles and a



January 6, 2021

correction of a controversial decision.
But not so. we are lold by our sec-
relary of stale. for the Presidential
election, no review for you.

Nou access Lo the Dominion voting
machines with a documented history of
enabling fraud through its now discred-
ited adjudicalion system. a system
that literally allows one person Lo
change tens of Lhousands of votes in
mere minutes.

In the only audit done in Arizona. a
court found 3 percent error rate
against President Trump. Vice Presi-
denl Biden's margin of error was one-
ienth of Lthat, at 0.03 percent. By the
wav. a 3 pergenl emor rate al minimum
is 90,000 ballots., After finding the 3 per-
cenl error rate. the court stopped the
audil and refused to go further.

In Arizona. as my atlachments make
clear. mail-in hallots were altered on
the firslt day of ¢ounting as shown in
data graphs we have provided. as con-
cluded by data analysts, Over 400,000
mail-in ballots were altered. switched
from President Trump to Vice Presi-
dent Biden. or completely erased from
President Trump's tolals.

The proof is in Lhe counting curves.
the curves Lhal cannob occur except
with odds so rare and unlikely (hat
winning the Mega Millions loltery is
more probable.

Mr. Speaker. can 1 have order in Lhe
Chamher?

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro {empore My,
McGoveERN}). Wilhout objection. pursu-
ant to clause 1200 of rule 1. the Chair
declares Lhe House in recess subject Lo
the call of the Chair.

There was no objection.

Aceordingly tat 2 o'clock and 18 min-
utes p.m.). Lhe House stood in recess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. MCGOVERN) at 2 o'clock
and 29 minutes p.m.

The SPEAKER pro tempole. The gen-
Lleman from Arizona (Mr. GOsAR) has
241 mminutes remaining.

The gentleman may proceed.

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker. as I was
saying, the probabilily of these ectopic
curves, you have a betler likelihood of
winning the Mega Millions lottery than
vou do having sLatislical issues here.

Over 30,000 illegal aliens voted in Ari-
zona using the Federal ballot. yel our
secretary of state refused the public ac-
cess Lo review the hallots.

Over a thousand residences were vis-
ited for proof of residency and address:
456 failed thai Lesl. They were vacani
lots. Even the Recorder’s office was
used as an address.

What are they hiding? If the process
was fair, these would be improbable.
These would he once-in-a-lifetime-tyvpe
applications,

S0 Jel's look at the hallots. the siz-
nalures. and the adjudicated records,
Unltil this is done. Mr. Speaker. we
should not count this slate,
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You have a letter from the Arizona
Legislature stating its intenl Lo review
Lthe issue on January 11. Our Governor
has refused Lo allow the Stale Lo prop-
erly caonvene Lo do ils proper oversight.

Mr. Speaker. 1 ask you one question
today: Are you a ceremonial figurehead
in your current role. or did the drafters
of the 12th Amendment and Congress.
in Lhe Electeoral Count Act of 1887. en-
vision a role where you made discre-
tionary decisiong about ballot fraud
and fair elections?

If vou are merely ceremonial, then
lel's be done witlh this, Letl's eat our
lea and crumpels and wilness our na-
tional decline.

Bul if you are not merely ceremonial
Lut vested with discernment. ration-
ality. and legal authority to not just
counl from 1 Lo 270. then do nol accept
Arizona’'s electols as certified. Remand
the slate back to the secretary of state.
back Lo the Governor. with the fol-
lowing instructions: Until a full, com-
plete ele¢loral forensic audil is allowed
by Lhe secretlary of stale, the eleclors
currently certified will not be counted,

It will then rall on the State of Ari-
zona to decide are its eleclors in Lhe
game or not. Anylhing less is an abdi-
callon of our constitutional Republic
and our ethos; one man, one vote.

We ask: Why? What is Lhere to hide?
Shouldn't the Iawful victor of an elec-
tion be proud. open. and transparent
ahoul an elecltion audit? I would. In-
stead. we are mel with denials. cover-
ups. and contempt of subpoenas,

There is too much evidence of fraud.
demonstrated by statistical anomalies
that experts have determined cannot
happen in Lhe absence of fraud. Lo ac-
cept such a slate. I am not asking these
electors never be counted; it is just
that they need to be certified the prop-
er way.

Qur beloved Constitution is bul a
mere piece of paper if we do not follow
the law, upholding the law. But now.
alas. we [ind ourselves lawless. deslroy-
ing the very thread that binds us to-
zelher., But we need to get hack to the
rule of law. That is what has been vio-
lated, truly. hy the actions in these
States.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Without
objection. pursuant to clause 12(h) of
rule I, the Chair declares the House in
recess subjecl Lo Lhe call of the Chair.

There was no objeclion.

Accordingly tat 2 o'clock and 29 min-
utes p.m.). the House stood in recess.
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AFTER BECESS

The recess having expired. the House
was called to order by the Speaker at 8
o'clock and 2 minutes p.m.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will ad-
dress Lhe Chamber,

Today. a shameful assaull was made
on our democracy. 1L cannol. however.
deler us {from our responsibilily to
validate Lhe election of Joe Biden and
KaMALA HARRTS. For thal reason. Con-
gress has relurned Lo the Capilol.
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We always Knew Lhal Lhis responsi-
hility would take us into the night. and
we will stay as Jong as it takes. Our
purpose will be accomplished. We must.
and we will. show Lo the country. and
indeed to the world. that we will not be
diverted from our duly. that we will re-
specl our responsibility 1o Lhe Con-
stilution and Lo the American people.

On Sunday. it was my greal honor Lo
e sworn in as Speaker and Lo preside
over a sacred ritual of renewal as we
gathered under the stone of Lhe temple
of démocracy to open the 117Lth Con-
gress, I said, as we were sworn in then.
we accepl a responsibility as daunting
and demanding as any previous genera-
tion of leadership has ever faced.

We know thalt we are in difficult
Limes. bul little could we lhave imag-
ined the assault that was made on our
democracy Loday.

To those who stoked deterrence from
our responsibility. vou have failed, To
those who engaged in the gleeful dese-
cration of this. our temple of democ-
racy. American democracy. justice will
be done.

Today. January 6. ig the Feast of the
Epiphany. On this day of revelation. let
us pray that this instigation to vio-
lence will provide an epiphany for our
country to heal.

In that spirit of healing. I invcke the
song of Saint Francis. I usually do.
Saint Francis is the patron saint of my
cily of San Francisco. and Lhe “Song of
Saint Francis' is our anthem.

Lord. make me a channel of thy
peace.

Where Lhere is darkness, may 1 bring
light.

Whevre there is hatred. lelL us bring
love.

Where there is despair. let us bring
hope.

We know thal we would be part of
history in a positive way today. every
4 years when we demonstrale again the
peaceful transfer of power from one
President to the next. and deapite the
shameful actions of today. we still will
o so. We will be part of a history thal
shows the world what America is made
of. thal this assault, this assault is just
that., It shows the weakness of those
who have had Lo show through violence
whal their message was.

My colleagues. il i3 Lime Lo move on.
I wear this pin quite frequenlly. Actu-
ally. 1 gave it to our beloved JOEN
LEWIs just the weekend or so hefore he
left us. It i3 the {lag of our country. a
lag of the United Stales of America.
On it, it says. “One country. one des-
Liny."

“One country, one destiny' is writ-
Len on the flay. 'Thal was also whal was
embroidered in Abraham Lincoln's
coal that he had on that faleful night—
Lincoln's parly, Lincoln's message:
One country. one destiny.

S0 on this holy day of Epiphany. let
us pray. I am a big believer in prayer.
Lel us pray that there will he peace on
Earth and that it will begin with us.
Let us pray that God will continue to
Dbless America.
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With that, let us proceed with our ve-
sponsibililies to the Comnstitution to
which we have just. within 72 heurs,
taken the oalh to uphold.

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker. I rise
in opposition Lo the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Maryland is recognized for 5§ minutes.

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker. it is a
sad day in America. It is a wrenching
day in America. IL is a day in which
our words and our actions have had
consequences of a very, very negalive
nature. We ocught to watch our words
and think what it may mean Lo some.

My remarks were written before the
tragic. dangerous. and unacceplable ac-
tions—and “‘unacceptable” is such a
tame word, My remarks slarted with,
~Madam Speaker, the American people
today are witnessing one of the great-
est challenges Lo our democracy in its
244-year history.”

Little did I know Lhal this Capitol
would he attacked by the enemy wilh-
in. 1 wag here on 811 when we were al-
tacked by Lhe enemy wilhoul.

We need Lo all work together Lo tame
and reduce the anger and. yes, the hate
thal some sloke. What some—not all.
Madam Speaker. bhul some—in this
House and this Senale are doing Loday
will not change Lhe outcome of the
election. which is the clear and insur-
mountable victory of President-elect
Biden and Vige-President~elect Harris.
Instead, all they will accomplish is Lo
further the dangerous divisions.

This was writlen before this Capitol
was assaulted, before this democracy
was putl aside hy thousands. encoul-
aved by Lhe Commander in Chief,

Instead. all they will accomplish is Lo
further the dangerous divisions. as 1
safd, among our people and energize
conspiracy theories stoked by our for-
eign adversaries. which seek Lo erode
America’s confidence in our democracy
and our system of free and fair elec-
Lions.

1 was here in 2000. I was strongly In
favor of Al Gore for President, and my
candidate gol more voles than Lhe
other candidate, His name was George
Bush. of course, And one of the saddest
days was January 201h of 2001 when our
candidate. who won the election, in my
view. was not eleclted. Bul it was also
one of Lhe proudest moments of my ca-
reer because the grealest power on
Earth passed peacefully from Bill Clin-
ton to George W. Bush.

Nol a shol was fired. Nobody as-
saulted this Caucus or this Congress or
this Chamber. Because we were nol dis-
appointed? No. Because we were nol
anegry? No. Because we believe in de-
mocracy. We believe in ~"We the peo-
pla.”

One of the speakers, I think it was
the Senalor from Texas. expressed: We
are here for the people.

If Lhose were the people, we are in a
1ot of Lrouble.

Qur electoral system. our democralic
svstem, however, did nol break under
the strains of the misinformation. the
vlaims of fraud. which court after court
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after court have dismissed oul of hand.
nol because there was a little evidence,
bhul hecause there was no evidence,

That is why we are the lohgest-last-
ing constitutional democracy in the
world. T hope all of us in this body are
proud of that and understand why that
is the case. Because. as Dick Gephardl
said on Lhis floor many years ago, de-
mocracy is a substitute for war Lo re-
solve differences. 1l proved once more
Lthe ever-heating strong heart Lhat
gives life Lo our Republic and our {ree-
doms.

That strength. Madam Speaker, is
derived in part from our institution
and our laws. but mosL importantly. it
is powered hy cilizens' and leaders’
commitment Lo our Constitution. Not
jusi us., We swear an oath. But it is all
of America.

Barack Obama spoke Tfrom Lhatl
Chamber. and he said: I am going Lo he
Llaking another title next yvear—citizen.

And he was proud to take that, And
every citizen needs o protect. pre-
serve, and uplift our democracy.

Some Loday did not do that, many
today.

Sixty-eight years ago in Springfield.
Illinois, Governor Adlai Slevenson
gracefully conceded his loss to General
Dwight Eisenhower. He said this, It is
traditionally American,” he Lold his
deeply disappoinled supportiers. -°to
fight, hard before an election.™
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But then he added, it is equally tradi-
tional to close ranks as soon as the
people have speken—not the Congress,
nol the eleclors, the people have spo-
ken.

That which unites us as American
citizens is far greater than Lhal which
divides us as political parties.

It was another man from Springfield.
fourscore and 8 years earlier. who won
reelection Lo the Presidency in the na-
tional crisis that tested our countlry
and its democratic institutions. who
pleaded even in his hour of victory for
the same spirit of reconciliation. That
was the party cof Lincoln. That hasa’t
happened to this hour.

Linceln said: **. . . now that the elec-
tion is over.” he asked. “may not all.
having a common interest, reunite in a
common effort Lo save our common
country?”’

Such iz the duty of an American who
stands for elections, or parlicipates in
our politics. to be eilther humble in Lri-
umph or gracious in defeat.

1 have lost some elections—not Loo
many—and I have won a Iot of elec-
tions, I hope Lhat I have heen gracious
in defeat and humble in viclory. 1 hope
that I pul my Stale and my country
first. not myself.

It is clear Lo all that the outgoing
President has not followed the path
that Slevenson and Lincoln wrged. So.
we. Lhe people—each one of us rep-
resents about 750.000 to 800.000 people,
some a few less. The people. they have
spoken in the way that cur Constitu-
tion set Tor Lhem to be heard by us and
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by the country—they voled. and they
voted preliy decisively.

We, Lhe people, togelher. must Lum
away from division and its dangers.

The senior Member of our hody. DON
YOUNG from Alaska. spoke Lhe other
day when we were sworn in and said:
Ladies and gentlemen of this House, we
are so (ivigive that iU is going to de-
stroy our country. We meed Lo reach
oul and hiold one another's hands.

We all have a title thal we honor
more than any other-—perhaps parent,
perhaps hushand. Bul we are all Ameri-
cans. Not Americans-R; nol Americans-
D. We are Americans.

Lel us hope tonight that we acl like
Americans. Not as Ds and Rs. bul as
Americans. jusl as Al Gore. just as Hil-
lary Clinton, just as Adlai Stevenson.
just as Abraham Lincoln. who had won
that election, of course. But he had de-
feated people. and he said thal is not
the issue: Lhe issue is Lo reunite,

We. the people. must again be the
strong heart of our American democ-
TACY.

We. the people, on this day in Con-
gress. must be agents of unity and con-
structive aclion Lo face the grave
threats thal confronl us and tell those
who would assaull our Capitol: That is
not the American way.

We. the Members of Congress. who
swore an oath hefore God Lo preserve
and protect the Constitution of the
United States and our democracy.
must do 8o now.

I don't usually read Senalor McCoN-
NELL’s speeches, but T am not speaking
as a Democrat. nor was he speaking as
a Republican just a few hours ago.

~We're debatling a step that has never
been laken in American hislory.
whether Congress should overrule the
voters and overturn a Presidential
election.”

He wenl on to say thal he supporis a
strong State-led voling reform.

“The Constitullon,” he said. “gives
us here in Congress a limited role. We
cannot simply declare ourselves a na-
tional hoard of elections on steroids.
The volers. the courts. and Lthe States
have all gpoken.™

Five people said the election of 2000
was over, We didn't agree with them.
But Al Gore said: We are a nation of
laws. Five people—ves. they were mem-
bers of Lhe Supreme Courl. but they
were five people—said the election is
over. I sal on thal podium and saw thal
power Lransfer Lo George W. Bush.

MCCONNELL went on to say: '1f we
overrule them. it would damage our
Republic forever.”

He said thal, MC'CONNELL, the Repub-
lican leader of the Senate. about 2
hours ago. 3 hours ago. now 4 hours.

He went on Lo say: “If Lhis election
were overturned by nmere allegalions
from the losing side. our democracy
would enler a death spiral.”

He concluded: 'IL would be unfair
and wrong to disenfranchise American
volers and overrule the courts and the
Stales on this exlragrdinarily thin
basis., And I will not pretend such a
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vole would be a harmless protest ges-
e . .

How presciently he spoke. People
who think that the election has been
stolen with some fraud, why do they
think it? Because Lhe Commander in
Chief said so, and they respect him and
they follow him. And words maltet,

“Pete.” as he ended. T will not pre-
tend such a vote would be a harmless
protest gesture while relying on others
10 do Lhe right thing. I will vote Lo 1e-
spect the people's decision and defend
our system of government as we know
i,

I urge my colleagues Lo vole 'no’ on
this objeclion. as MCCOKNNELL said. a
danger Lo our democracy.

Mr. McCARTHY. Madam Speaker. I
rise for a point of personal privilege to
address the House for 5 minutes.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
California is recognized for 5 minutes,

Mr. MCCARTHY. Madam Speaker, I
rise to address what happened in this
Chamber today and where do we g0
from here.

The violence. destruclion. and chaos
we saw earlier was unacceptable, un-
democralic, and un-American. It was
the saddest day I have ever had serving
as a Member of this institution.

The Capitol was in chaos. Police offi-
cers were altacked. Guns were drawn
on Lhis very floor. A woman Lragically
lost her life.

No one wins when this building and
whal il stands for are deslroyed. Amer-
jca. and this institution. is betler than
thal.

We saw Lhe worst of America this
afternoon. Yel, in the midst of violence
and fear. we also saw the besl of Amer-
ica.

Il starts with our law enforcement—
the Capitel Police. the National Guard.
Lthe FBI. and the Secrel Service—who
faced the most difficult challenges but
did their duty with confidence and
slrength. Many of them are injured
right now.

It also extends to this Chamber.
where both Democrats and Republicans
showed courage, calm. and resolve.

I would like to recognize the Mem-
bers now who heiped to hold the line:
MARKWAYNE MCULLIN. TOXY GONZALES.
JASON CROW. PAT FALLON, and Troy
NEHLS, Working with the Capitol Po-
lice, they ensured the floor of this
Chamber was never breached. These are
the heroes among us. Thank you for
the show of courage.

Looking back on Lhe past few hours,
it ig clear this Congress will not be the
same after Loday. and 1 hope it will be
the betler. I hope nol just this institu-
lion. hul 1 hope every American pauses
for thal moment and thinks among
themselves that we can disagree with
one another but not dislike each other:
we can respecl the voices of olhers.

There are many times we debate in
this body. and we should. There are
many Limes we can gel healed. I still
consider STENY HOYER a very good
friend. There are limes T gel upsel. and
1 will call him at home to express 1the
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Lthings I may not see fair or jusl. bhut
Lthat is the way we should handle
Lhings.

The majority leader is right: We are
all Americans firsl.

Bul we should also Lhink for a mo-
menl: What do we pul on social media?
What do we convey to one anolher?
Jusl because you have a personal opin-
ion different than mine. you have a
right to say it. but nobedy has a right
Lo become a moh. And we all should
stand united in condemning the mob
Logether.

We solve problems hefore our Nation.
nol through destruction. hut through
(ehate, Thal is Lhe heart of this democ-
racy. I know what we debhale Loday is
tough., bul it is just: it is right.

This isn't the {irst side of the alsle
Lhat has ever debated this issue. I
thought of what Madam Speaker said
Pack in 2005. “this is democracy at its
bhest.” when they (alked ahoul a Presi-
dential election in Ohio.

Theze are the momenls that we
should raise the issue about integriLy
and accountability and accuracy in our
elections. But you know what we
should do. the next difference? Nat just
raise the issue, bul work together to
solve the prohlems.

New is the momenl to show America
we can work best together. I will tell
you. the size of the majority is slim, so
il gives us Lhe opportunily to make
that happen. The only thing that can
hold us back is the will of one another
Lo do it.

This side of the aisle always believes
in working with anybody who wants te
move it forward. That does not mean
that we are going to agree 100 percent
of the Lime. That does nol mean our
voice cannot he heard. Thal does not
mean we cannot be treated fairly; we
should be. That may mean on the size
of committees, Lhal means on our abil-
ily to offer an amendmenl, thatl means
on our abilily to have our voice. But at
the end of the day. it helps us come Lo
a betler conclusion.

By returning here to compleie the
work we were senl to do, we are prov-
ing that our democracy cannol be dis-
rupted by criminal behavior. We will
not falter; we will not bend; and we
will not shrink from our duty.

Letf me he very clear: Mobs don’L rule
America. Laws rule America, It was
true when our cities were hurning this
summer. and it is true now,

When Americans go to bed Lonight,
Lheir lasting memory should not be a
Congress overrun by rioters. IL must be
a resolute Congress conducling healthy
debate.

We may disagree on a lot in America.
bul Lonight we should show the world
that we will respectfully. but Lhor-
gughly, carry oul the mosl basic duties
of democracy.

We will continue with the task (hat
we have been sent here to do. We will
follow the Constitution and the law
and Lhe process for hearing valid con-
cerns about eleclion integrity. We will
do il with respectl.
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We will respecl vour opinion. we will
respect what you say. and we are will-
ing Lo listen to it. I think the Nation
will be better for it on hHoth sides of the
aisle. Let's show the country the mob
did not win. We have a jobh to do. Lel’s
do it with pride and let's be betier
when the sun rises Lomorrow,

Mr. STANTON. Madam Speaker. T
rise in opposition Lo the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is
recognized for b minutes.

Mr. STANTON. Madam Speaker. over
the last few hours. we have seen Lhe
conseqgquences of dangerous un-Amer-
ican rhetoric: an armed insurrection
againsl Lhe seat of government of the
mosL powerful country on Earth: a
breach of this Capitol building to at-
tack Congress. something that has not
taken place since the British occupied
this building during the War of 1812: an
allemptled coup spurred by rheteric
coming from those who are looking oul
for themselves, not counlry.

It is stunning. Madam Speaker. that
Lhere are some in this House who have
voiced support for what happened. It
was not a protest. IL was treason. It
was sedition. And it should he pros-
ecuted as such.

Al its root is a disease that has in-
fected our polities. one that will make
some political leaders do anything. in-
cluding lie and incite violence to hald
on to power. Thal is what we are seeing
before our very eves,

in contesting the oulcome of Lhis
eleclion. my Republican colleagues
make a contradiclory argument Lhat
puts party and power before country.
They argue the election resulls were
valid when it showed Lhey won their
races, but the same ballols were scme-
how fraudulent when it produced a re-
sult Presideni Trump did nol like.

Keep the results we like, thev de-
mand. cancel the one we don'L.

That is nol how democracy works.
and neither is armed insurrection.

Here is the truth: Arizona has a long
bipartisan record of conducting safe.
secure, and fair elections. And I say
thal as someone whose party has more
often than nol heen on the losing end
of those elections. This lasl eleclion
was, once again, safe and secure, And 1
commend ouwr State and county elec-
tion offieials, public servants on hoth
sides of Lhe aisle. for making Arizona
proud once again.

We are here bhecause the case that Re-
publicans have brought hefore us has
[alled in c¢ourt over and over and over
again.

My colleagues say: Let's vo back lo
the State. let Lhem decide.

My friends. Arizona has spoken, They
have senti the correct electors.

Arizona's Republican altorney gen-
eral, one of the most partisan in the
country. said: ~"There is no evidence,
there are no facts that would lead any-
one to helieve the election results will
change,”

The Republican speaker of our State
house hag Lold us he doesn’t like Lhe
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results of the eleclion, bhut Lhey are the
right results, Joe Biden has won Ari-
zona.

The State supreme courl. made up
entirely of justices appointed by Re-
publican Governors, has spoken. Loo.
The court said the President’s chal-
lenge “*fails Lo presenl any evidenve of
misconduct. illegal voles, or thal lhe
Biden electors did nol in facl receive
the highest numbers of votes for of-
fice."”

Look Lo Lhe words of one of the
President’'s own campaign chairs in my
State, our Governor. Doug Ducey. Our
Governor loves the President. He has
Been so loyal. He made sure Lhe Presi-
dent could hold large ralliegs In our
Slale in the middle of a pandemic, The
Governor personally altended them.
Theyv spoke so often Lhat the Governor
save Lhe President a special “Hail Lo
Lhe Chief'” ring tone on his phone.

After election day. as the legal chal-
lenges played cul. Lhe Governor kept
gquiet: but when the truth Dbecame
clear. even he acknowledged *Joe
Biden did win Arizona.”

I am grateful that. in this instance.
the Governor pul law, not partisan pol-
itics. first. And I urge my colleagues in
the House Lo follow his lead.

Each and every one of us in (his
House, the people's House. swore an
oatlh Lo preserve. protect. and defend
our Constitulion against all enemies.
foreign and domestic, Over the last few
hours. we have gained a better under-
standing of what that means.

The future of the Constitution. the
most precious of the founding docu-
ments of the greatest democracy
human kind has ever known. is in our
hands. Defending democracy is not. and
should not he., a partisan task. It is a
sacred one. Right here. right now. we
must recognize that [lidelity Lo Lhe
lounding principles of our Nation are
not about loyally Lo one man. but rath-
er to ensure Lthal government of Lhe
people. by the people. and for the peo-
ple shall nol perish from the Karth.

The world is watching us all right
now. We must get il right. Reject this
111-conceived attack on our democracy.

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, 1
rise Lo support the objeclion.

The SPEAKER. The gentlewoman is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms, STEFANIK. Madam Speaker. 1
rise with a heavy hearl. This has heen
a truly tragic day for America. We all
join Logether in fully condemning the

dangerous violence and destruction
that ocenrred today in our Nation's
Capitol.

Americans will always have thair
freedom of speech and the constitu-
tional right Lo protest. bul violencs in
any form is absolutely unacceptable. 1L
18 anti-America. and must be pros-
ecuLed to the Tullest extent of the law.

Thank you tg the heroic United
Slales Capitol Police. And thank you
to Lhe bipartisan professional staff of
the United States Capitol for pro-
tecting the peoples House and Lhe
American people.
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This hallowed lemple of democracy is
where generations of Americans have
peacefully come fLogether to [ace ow
Nalion's greatest challenges, bridge
our deepest fissules. and creale a more
perfect system of government. This is
the appropriale place we stand 1o re-
specliully and peacefully give voice to
the people we represenl across cur di-
verse counlry.

The Representatives of the American
people in this House are standing up
for Lhree fundamental American Dbe-
liefs: The right to vote is sacred. Lhat
a Representative has a duly Lo rep-
resent his or her constituents. and that
the rule of law is a hallmark of our Na-
tion.

And in the spirit of healing—Llhose
are nol my words—those are the words
of you. Madam Speaker. from this very
Chamber. when some of my colleagues
and friends across the alsle objected to
Lne 2005 elecloral college certification.

In facl. Lhere were ohjections on this
floor Lo the certification of nearly
every Republican President in my life-
time: In 1989, in 2001. in 2005. and in
2017.

So history is our guide that the peo-
ple's sacred House is the appropriate
venue for a peaceful debate. And Lhis
peaceful debate serves as a powerful
condemnation Lo the violence thal per-
petrated our Capitol grounds Loday.
The violence Lhal was truly un-Amer-
ican.

Today's discussion is aboul the Con-
stitution and it is ahoul the American
people. bul il must also be about clear-
ly and resolulely condemning the vio-
lence thal occurred Loday.

I am honored each and every day lo
represenl New York's 21st Congres-
sional District. and 1 believe it is my
solemn and sacred duty to serve as
their voice and their vote In the peo-
ple’s House.

Tens of millions of Americans are
concerned that the 2020 election fea-
tured unconslitutional overreach by
unelected State officials and judges ig-
noring State eleclion laws. We can and
we should peacefully and respectiully
discuss Lhese concerns.

In Pennsylvania, the Stale supreme
court and secretary of state unilater-
ally and unconstitutionally rewrote
election law eliminating signature
matching requirements.

In Georgia. there was constitutional
overreaclh when the secretary of stale
unilaterally and unconstitutionally
gutled signature matching for abseuntee
ballots and. in essence. eliminated
voter verification required by Slate
election law.

In Wisconsin. officials issued illegal
rules to circumvent a State law, passed
by the legislature as the Constitution
requires, bul required absenlee volers
to provide further identification before
obtaining a ballot.

In Michigan. signed affidavils docu-
ment numerous unconstitutional irreg-
ularities: Officials physically hlocking
the legal right of poll watchers Lo ob-
serve vole counts. the illegal counting
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of late ballots, and haud-stamping bal-
Tots wilh Lhe previous day’s dale.

My North Country constiluenls and
the American people cherish the Con-
stitution. Thev know, according Lo the
Constitution. elected officials closest
1o the pegple in Slabe legislatures have
the power of the pen Lo write election
law. not unelected hureaucrats, judges.
Governors. or secretaries of state.

To e tens of Lhousands of conslitu-
ents who have reached oul Lo me.
thank you. Please know that 1 am lis-
tening and I hear you. both those who
agree and those who disagree. Our Con-
stitutional Republic will endure Lhis
tragic day hecause Lhe Founding Fa-
Lhers understood Congress and the
American people would face unprece-
dented and historic challenges by de-
Bhating them on this very floor.

I belleve that the mosL precious foun-
dation and the covenanl of our Repub-
lic is the right Lo vote. and Lhe faith in
lhe sanclity of our Nation's free and
fair elections, We musi work togelLher
in this House to rebuild that faith so
Lhat all our elections are free. fail, se-
cure. safe and. mosl importantly, that
they are according (o the United
States Constitution.

Mr. ROY. Madam Speaker. I rise in
cpposition to the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is
recognized forr 5 minutes.

Mr. ROY, Madam Speaker. Loday. Lhe
people's House was allacked. which is
an attack on the Republic itself. There
is no excuse for i, A women died. And
people need Lo 2o 1o jail. And the Presi-
dent should never have spun up certain
Americans (o believe something Lhat
simply cannot he.

1 applaud House Ileadership of bolh
parties for bringing us back to do our
job, which is to count the electors and
no nore.

The problemy we face. though, is even
bigger, We are deeply divided. We are
divided aboul even life. liberty. and Lhe
purseit. of happiness. The words which
used Lo bind us together now. al times,
tearr us aparl because we disagree
about whal they even mean.

My constituents at home in Texas
are genuinely upset. I say to my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle.
we have a constant barrage of those
who wish Lo remake America into a so-
cialist welfare State. efforts Lo altack
our institutions. tear down statues.
erase our history. defund our pelice.
We have seen Lhe debasing of our lan-
guage, We feach our children that
America s evil. We deglroy our sov-
ereignty. empower cartels. We allack
our Second Amendment. We destroy
small businesses through lockdowns.
We divide ourselves by 1race. We can’l
even agree thal there is man and
woman, We extinguish the unbomn he-
fore they even have a chance to see
daylight.

But at the heart of our path forwarid
Tlies Lhe essence of our Republic. its
cornerstone. Thal we are a union of
States bound togelher for common de-
fense and economic strength. and more
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20 Dboumd Logether through federalism
in which we may live Logether peace-
fully as citizens in this vasl land agree-
ing Lo disagree. free Lo live aceording
to our own beliels and according to Lthe
dictates of our conscience.

Now. many of my colleagues were
poised Lhiz afternoon Lo vote to inserd
Congress into the constitulionally pre-
seribed decisionmaking of the Slates
by rejeclting the sole official electors
gent to us by each of Lhe States of Lhe
Union. I hope they will reconsider.

T can tell you that I was nol going Lo.
and 1 will not be voling Lo rejecl the
eleclors. And thal vole may well sign
my political death warrant. but so he
it, 1 swore an oath to uphold Lhe Con-
stitulion of the Uniled States, and 1
will not hend ils words into conlor-
tions for personal political expediency.

Number one, rejecting the eleciors
cerlified to Congress by sovereign
States violates Lhe 12th Amendment
and the entirety of the ConsLitulion it
amends. notwithslanding claims that
vou must read certain sections first. It
is clear. il is black and white. we
count. It is ministerial. And our only
job is Lo ¢ount the electors before us,
We have only one slale of eleclors per
State sent to us under color of law, and
no more,

Number two, to the extenl you he-
lieve we do have constitulional author-
ity 1o reject. we are arguing using in-
complete and often misleading data
points to prove it. T am not afforded
Lime 1o go point by peoint. but there are
more misleading claims Lhan legili-
male ones.
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Three. rejecting the electors ignores
the Founder's specific admonition that
Congress not choose the President. as
articulated in Federalist No. 68.

Four., indeed. the Founders drafted
the inclusion of a phrase specifically
pulting Congress into the manner of
the election process then specifically
rejected iL.

Five, if more than a trivial bloc of
this body votes Lo rejecl & sovereign
Stale's electors. it will irrevocably em-
power Congress Lo take over the selec-
tion of Presidential electors, and doing
s0 will almost certainly guarantee fu-
ture Houses will vole Lo reject the elec-
tors of Texas or any of our States for
whatever reason.

Six. voling Lo reject the electors is
not remoltely consistent with our vote
on Sunday. a vole I forced Lo highlighl
the very hypocrisy: Lo avceptl the oul-
come of the election of ourselves
through eleclions conducted under the
same rules, by procedures put in place
hy the same executive branch officials.
impacled by rulings from the same
judges. State and Federal. To do so is
entirely inexplicable on its face,

Seven. Lhe argument for rejeclion
most given by my cvolleagues is based
on Lhe allegalions of systemic election
aliuse by executive or judicial wanch
officials interfering with the -legisla-
Lures thereof in Article IT,
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Many States made peor policy devi-
sions. Whether these poor policy deci-
sions violate Statle laws iz a conlested
matter and a matlter for the Slates Lo
resolve for themselves.

More. Tive of Lhe six legislatures are
controlled hy Republicans. Not one
hody has sent separate electors. Not
one body has senl us even a lelier by a
majority of ils whole body. The only
body. the Pennsylvania Senate. who
managed Lo come up with a majorily of
Republicans to complain only did so
vesterday in an eleventh-hour fitce-sav-
ing political statement. Nol one GOP
statewide official has formally called
on us to change, Nol one law enforce-
menl organization, Slate o1 Federal,
has presented a case of malfeasance,

History will judge this moment.

Let us not turn the last firewall for
liberty we have remaining on its head
in a fit of populisL rage for political ex-
pediency when Lhere is plenty of look-
ing inte the mirror for Republicans Lo
do for destroying our election systems
with expansgion of mail-in ballots.

I may well get atlacked for Lhis. but
1 will not ahandon my oath to the Con-
stitution, And I will make clear that I
am standing up in defense of that Con-
stitution to protect our federalist order
and the electoral college. which em-
powers Lthe very Slates we represent to
stand athwart Lhe long arm of this
Federal Government by its very design.

Mr., BROOKS of Alahama. Madam
Speaker, I rise in support of the objec-
Lion,

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Alabama is recognized for 5 minules,

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Madam
Speaker. for years. Democrats and
thelr media allies deceived America
about Trump-Russian collusion and the
extent of foreign interference in the
2016 eleclions. Yet. in 2020. Democrals
promoted massive foreign interference
in American elections by helping ille-
gal aliens and other noncitizens vote in
American elecltions. thereby canceling
the votes of and stealing elections from
American cllizens,

Want evidence? Exhibit A, In 1883,
Democrats rammed through Congress
Lhe National Voter Registration AcL.
making il illegal—illegal—to require
proof of citizenship thal prevents ille-
gal allens and noncitizens from reg-
istering to vote.

Why did Democrats do that? S8imple.
To steal elections, of course.

Exhibit B. How bad is the noncitizen
voting problem? In 2005, Democral
President Jimmy Carter's Cominission
on Federal Election Reform warned
that “noncilizens have registered Lo
vole in several recent elections™ and
recommended thal -all States should
use their best efforts to ohtain proof of
citizenship before regislering volers.”

Exhibit C. A June 2005 General Ac-
counlability Office report discovered
Lhat up Lo 3 percent of people on voler
registration lisls are not U.S. citizens.

Exhibil D. In 2008. Blectoral Studles
surveyed 339 noncitizens. Kight percent
admitted voting in American elections,
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As an aside. I have seen higher per-
centages in otheyr studies.

Exhibit E. The 2010 Census counted 11
million illegal aliens in America.

Exhibit F. A 2018 Yale study esli-
maled as many as 22 million illegal
aliens in America,

ExhiLil G. The math means hetween
680.000 and 1.72 million illegal aliens il-
legally voted in the 2020 eleclions.

Exhihit H, In 2014, 01d Dominion Uni-
versity and George Mason University
professors surveyed noncitizens and il-
lepal aliens and found they vole Demo-
crat roughly 80 percent of the time.

Exhibit I, The math is again
straightforward. The 60 percent Biden
advantage Limes the illegal alien vol-
ing number means Joe Biden gained
roughly 1.032,000 voles from illegal
alien voling. That ig Lhe higll number.

Exhibit J. While no one knows for
sure how massive Lhe illegal alien vot-
ing bloc¢ is. we do know Joe Biden and
his campaign believed il large enough
and critical enough to winning the
Presidential race that, at the October
22 Presidential debale, Joe Biden pul-
licly solicited the illegal alien hloc
vote by promising: ~“Within 100 days. I
am poing Lo send to the United States
Congress a pathway to citizenship for
over 11 million undocumented people.”

Ladies and gentlemen, Madam
Speaker. thal is the pot of gold at the
end of the rainhow for illegal aliens.
Joe Biden knew exactly whal he was
doing by seeking the 1llegal alien bloc
vole. After all. on May 11. 1993, then-
Senator Joe Biden voted for Lhe Na-
tional Voter Registration Act. which
makes il illegal to require proof of cili-
zenship {rom illegal aliens and other
noncitizens when they seek Lo register
Lo vote.

Madam Speaker. the evidence is com-
pelling and irrefutable. Noncitizens
overwhelmingly voted [or Joe Biden in
exchange for the promised amnestly and
cilizenship and in so doing helped steal
lhe eleclion from Donald Trump. Re-
publican candidates, and American
citizens across America.

Madam Speaker. in my judgment. if
only lawful votes cast hy eligible
American citizens are counted. Joe
Biden lost and President Trump won
the electoral ¢ollege.

As such, it is my constitutional duty
to promote honest and accurale elec-
lions hy rejecting electoral college
vole submissions from States whose
elecloral systems are so hadly flawed
as Lo render their vole submissions un-
reliable, untrustworthy. and unworthy
of acceplance.

Mr., REED. Madam Speaker. as a
proud Republican. I rise in opposition
to the objection to Lhe eleclorate.

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from
New York is recognized for § minutes.

Mr. REED. Madam Speaker. 1 come
to Lhis =zide of Lhe aisle as a proud Re-
publican hut. most importanlly. as a
proud American.

Today. we saw an assaull on our de-
mocracy. I love Lhis institution. I love
the United Slates Congress, and I love
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(he Uniled Stales of America. And
whal 1 saw today was mob rule Lhat
spat upon the HYlood of my falher thai
ig in the soil of Europe and in the soil
of Korea. and who gave us Lhrough Lthat
blood this sacred Constitution and the
sacred ability to lead this world as a
power that says we seltle our dif-
ferences nol with mol rule: we setlle
our difference through eleclions. And
when those elections are over, we have
a peaceful transition of power.

Now. make no imistake Lo my col-
leagues on the Democratlic side of the
aigle. I will he passionate in my dis-
agreement with you. 1 will be pas-
sionate in my ideas for the future of
this country. and I will fight for my
Republican ideas thal 1 hold near and
dear. But I will stand with you tonight
and send a message to the Nation and
all Amearicans that what we saw loday
was not: American, and what we see Lo-
night in this body shall be what we do
in America. and thal is Lo wansfer
power in a peaceful way.

Mr. GOTTHEIMER.
tleman yield?

Mr, REED. I yield to the genlleman
[rom New Jersey.

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Madam Speaker.
I thank my friend for yielding and for
slanding with me and with all of us.

ToM REED is my co-chair of the Prob-
lem Solvers Caucus, He is a Repub-
lican. and I am a Democral. When it
comes Lo policy views. we oflen dis-
agree, But at the end of the day. we are
united as Americans. My good friend,
like me, always puts country first.

Today. a group of lawless thugs
soughtl Lo upend the Constitution and
the peaceful transition of power be-
cause they didn't like Lhe oulcome of
the Presidential elecltion. So, they
tried to nullify it using improvised ex-
plosives, shattering windows. breaking
down doors, injuring law enforcement.
and even Learing down lhe American
flag that rises above this beacon of de-
MMOCTACY.

Bul their attempl to obhstruct democ-
racy f{ailed. Their insurrection was
foiled. The American people and the
greatest democracy the world has ever
known won.

Abraham Lincoln., who served in Lhis
very hody, famously said: A house di-
vided against itself cannot stand.”
Thal iz why. for Lhe sake of this coun-
try. we must sltand together, united.
and celebrate a peaceful transition of
power.

In 14 days, President-elect Biden will
be sworn in. And despite all of cur dif-
ferences. T have failh that, for the
American people. we will come to-
gether, Democrats amd Republicans,
committed to unity. civility. and
truth, We will recognize our higher
purpose Lo help America through Lhese
dark days.

That is the only way we will beat
COVID. rebuild vur economy. and stand
up lo threals al home al abroad.

Working together as Democrals and
Republicans, I know our best days will
always be ahead of us.

Will the gen-
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Mr. REED. Madam Speaker. I encour-
age my colleagues to always search
their conscience and their souls. 1 re-
specl my Republican colleagues and
my Democratic colleagues, hut today.
let. us pause and remember whal hap-
pened here today. Let us pause that our
Lenure in this Congress will far surpass
(he time thal we slay here. And lel us
pause and casl our votes Loday recog-
nizing (hat what we do here Loday will
set Lhe course of this institution for
years Lo come.

This institution. Madam Speaker.
shall not fail because the United Stales
of America shall forever he the beacon
of hope, the inspiration to all.

May God bless our greal country.

Mr. ZELDIN. Madam Speaker. I rise
in support of the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
New York is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. ZELDIN. Madam Speaker. my
conslitutional oath is sacred. and T
have a duty to spealk oul aboul con-
firmed evidence-filled issues wilh the
administration of the 2020 Presidential
elecltion in  certain  battleground
States.

Signature verification. hallol obser-
vation, voter roll integrity. voter ID
requirements, and ballet collection
protectlions were weakened on top of
ihe milliohs of mailboxes thal were
fleoded with unrequested mail-in bal-
Iots.

Many of my constituents have bheen
outraged and demanding that I volce
iheir objections here Loday.

This debate is necessary because
rogue election officials. secretaries of
state. and courts circumvented State
election laws, They made massive
changes to how their SBtale’s eleclion
would be run. These acts, among other
issues. were unlawful and unconstilu-
tional.

Congress has the duty to defend the
Constitution and any powers of State
legislatures that were usurped.

Some claim Loday’s objections set
new precedenlt by challenging State
alectors. That claim. of course, ignores
Lthalt Democrats have objected every
Lime a Republican Presidential can-
didale has won an election over the
past generalion. If vou don't have any
observations today. thal is your call.
but don't lecture aboutl precedent.

Over the past 4 years. Democrals
boycolted President Trump's inaugura-
tion and State of the Union Addresses.
pushed the Trump-Russia collusion
conspiracies and investigations and
knowingly lied about il. voted Lo im-
peach Lhe President hefore even know-
ing whal to impeach him for. and then
actually passed Articles of Impeach-
ment hefore Senate Democrats voted 1o
remove him from office.

Today's debale is necessary. espe-
cially hecause of Lhe insistence Lhat
everything President Trump and his
supporters say ahoul the 2020 elesction
is evidence-free. Thal ir simply not
Lrue.

No one can honestly claim it is evi-
dence-free, When I say that. in Arizona.
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courts unilaterally exlended the legis-
latively sel deadline to register Lo
vole,
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The Avizona Slale Senale issued sub-
poenas post-election Lo gel information
from the Maricopa County board on
various election matters, bhul Lhe hoard
and the courts refused Lo help al all to
let the State senate complele ils con-
stitutional duties,

In Pennsylvania. where State legisla-
Lors wrole us aboul their powers helng
usurped. the Democrat majority on the
State supreme courlt changed signa-
ture. signature matching and postal
marking requirements. The dale to
submit mail-in bLallots was exlended
contradictory Lo the dale sel by Stale
law.

The Slate legislature expanded no-
excuse mail-in balloting wilhout a con-
stitutional amendment. Constitutions
apply Lo the acts of all bhranches of gov-
ernment.

The issue was magnified by the vater
rells being so inaccurate Lhat more
volers submitted ballots than there
were registered volers. Signature au-
thentication rules for absentee and
mail-in ballots were weakened by the
Democrat. secretary of the Common-
weallh without aulhorization. Ballot
defects were allowed to be cured in
some counties but not others. There
were poll watchers denied the ability
Lo closely observe ballol counling oper-
ations,

In Geovgia. Lhe secretary of stale
unilaterally entered into a settlement
agreement with the Democratic Party.
changing statutory reguirements for
confirming voter identity. Challenging
defective signalures was made far more
difficult, and the setllement even re-
quired eleclion officials Lo consgider
issuing training malerials drafted by
an expert retained by the Democratic
Party.

In Wisconsin., election officials as-
sisted voters on how to circumvent the
State’'s voter ID laws and signature
verification laws. while also placing
anmanned drop hoxes in locations
picked to hoost Democrat turnout. The
Democracy in the Park event in Wis-
¢ongin had over 17,000 ballots trans-
ferred thal shouldn't have heen.

These are all facts and certainly not
~evidence free.””

Americans deserve nothing less than
full faith and confidence in their elec-
tions and a guaranlee that their vole—
thelr voice—counls and Lthat their con-
cerns are being heard, Thal is why we
need to have this debale today. wheth-
er you like L or not.

This isn’'t ahout us. This is aboul our
Constitution. our elections. This is
about our people and our Republic.

Mr. GALLEGO. Madam Speaker. T
rise in apposition Lo the objection,

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Arizona is recognized for 5 minutes,

M. GALLEGO. Madam Speaker. 1
am the proud son of immigranis. Grow-
ing up. T heard stories aboul parties.
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politicians. and Presidents invalidaling
elections when Lhe people Lock power
for themselves. That is why. when I
joined the Marine Corps. Lhe most sa-
cred part of my oalh was Lo prolecl the
Constitution of the United States.

1 never thought I would have Lo do
that on the floor of Congress, bul here
we are. The people have spoken. and
the power of the people. the Constilu-
1jon. will be preserved.

Madam Speaker. 1 left my vouth. I
left my sanity. 1 left it all in Iraqg for
this counlry hecause there is this one
precious idea Lhat we all had. Lhat we
all believed: that this counlry was
zoing o prolect everveone's individual
rights, that you were going Lo be able
10 vole. Lhal you were going 10 he able
1o preserve democracy and pass it on as
a legacy. as an inheritance to cvery
American.

Bul today—lofday—Llhere was Lreason
in Lthis House. Today. Lhere were trai-
Lors in this House,

So T am notl asking my Republican
¢olleagues Lo help me and stop this ob-
jection Lo Arizona: I am asking you Lo
gel off all these objections, Il is time
for vou to save your soul. It is time for
you Lo save your country.

That man al 1600 Pennsyvivania Ave-
nue will forzel you. He will use you
and he will dump vou te the side. but
what will be left will e Lhe stain—the
stain—on democracy that you are en-
gaging in right now.

Lislen to vourselves. I consider most
of you very smart, believe il o1 notl.
but the idea that we would rig an elec-
tion for the President but nol preserve
the congressional seals for all of our
friends thal we just lost in Lhe last
election is absurd.

The idea Lhat we would help Vice
President Biden win but wouldn't make
sure that we gol enough Senators in
the Senate for us to pass a full agenda
is absurd.

The idea that there was somehow ne-~
farious border registration in Arizona
that tipped the scale when. during that
gsame time of horder registration, there
were more registered volers that were
Republicans than Democrats is absurd.

You are better than this. Many of
vou did serve, many of you have never
served, hul Lhere is an opportunily and
a Lime for courage. I hope vou never
have to face fire or hullets or hombs for
vour country, bul right now—right
now—uhis counlry is asking you Lo bhe
bhetter. Right now. this country is ask-
ing you to show courage.

Thal man will leave. Your soul will
stay with you for the rest of your life.

You owe it to democracy. You owe il
Lo Lthe hundreds and Lhousands of men
and women thal have sacrificed Lheir
life.

You know belter. You are hetler. Be
the good American. Be Lhe American
vou want. Preserve this democracy: re-
ject this movement: and stop this ler-

rorism that iz happening from the
While House.
The SPEAKER. Members are re-

minded to address their remarks to the
Chair,
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Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina,
Madam Speaker. 1 rise Lo speak in
favor of Lthe objeclion.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
North Carolina is recognized for 5 min-
ules,

Mr. BISHOP of North Carelina.
Madam Speaker. il has been quile a
day. And in contrasl to the gentle-
man's comments jusl now. I couldn’t
wet ovel this Lext that I received from
the mayor of Charlotte. Vi Lyles.
aboul 30 minutes ago. She i8 a progres-
sive Democrat. a political opponent for
years. a Lremendous and graceful per
son. She said:

Representative Bishop. I hope vou ave sale
and well. It must have been o day of anguish
for the world Lo see owr Capitol buildings
under siege, 1 know you have a long night
allead and want you to know I was thinking
about yvou, your family. and sta fr.

God bless,

Vi

Back home. the wenercsily of spirit
still exists,

And I understand lhe sharp words
and feelings on Lhe olher side Lonight.,
Lul there are also good people back
home. and I have heard from many.
many. many of them,

News would suggest Lhere are mil-
lions of Americans—ihat is a big num-
ber—millions, tens of millions. who he-
lieve sometlhing went awry in this elec-
tion. And they aren'L duamb. They
aren’'t mindiess, They don't believe
things simplv because the President
says them. There were problems.

T know thal Joe Biden will be Presi-
denl. but I don't know that il hurts or
would hurt any of us to have Lhe gen-
erosity of spirit to continue to reflect
on what might be belter or what might
seriously have gone wrong here, even if
you rejecl the notion that the result
was Wrong.

I would like Lo offer a slightly dif-
ferent perspeclive. a distinct perspec-
Live. Perhaps il will he rejected. I
think if I were silting on the other side
of the aisle, it would be very difficull
for me to listen Lo Lonight. bhut you all
have heard it said. and it cerlainly is
Lrue, Lhat many execulive branch offi-
cials around the Nalion departed from
State legislatures' enacled laws.

1 know it ig less understood how Lhis
came Lo pass.

It was not a sponlaneous. inde-
pendent. decisionmaking. bubl it re-
sulted. I would argue. from a coordi-
nated. nationwide partisan plan. And
the facl and scope of the plan really
isn’t disputed.

If vou go Lo democracydocket.com. it
is the website of Marc Elias, the na-
tional Democratic election lawyer who
appeared in hundreds of cases across
the country in Lhe course of the elec-
Lion vear.

This plan was not a response Lo
COVID. by the way. It preexisted Lhat.
And his websile shows Lthat as well. He
explained that in January of 2020.

It was a chaos slralegy. a plan lo
flood State and Federal courts with
huncdreds of simultaneous election yvealr
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lawsuits almed al displacing State leg-
islative conltrol.

Now, ag I have seen it only Lhe most
gxperienced and independent judges ap-
pear to have recognized whal was
afoot. In the fourth circuil. dissenting
judges Wilkinson and Agee said (his:
»Let's undersitand Lhe strategy Lhal is
Leing deployved here . . . Our country is
now plagued with a proliferation of
preelection Iitigation.” And as they
put it, 385 eleclion year cases Lo Lhat
point on Oclober 20. and they refered
Lo Lhe webhsite healthyeleclions.org Lo
verify Lhal.

~Around the country.” they wrole.
“ecourts are changing the rules of the
upeoming elections at the last minute.
1L makes the promise of the Constitu-
tion's Eleclions and Eleclors Clauses
into a farce,”

This was a political operation
masquerading as a judicial one, And In
keeping with that, il fealured gross
hreaches of litigation ethics: forum
shopping. repetilive suils after losses,
and collusive settlements wilh cooper-
ating Democralic officials of State and
local governments.

That is what led Lo officials changing
the rules in State after State, mainly
through consenl orders. or the prelimi-
nary. unreviewed decisions of Stale
and Federal lrial judges inclined by
partisanship or having limiled experi-
ence with the Electoral Clause.

In turn, the displacement of rules set
by State legislatures led to chaolic
gonditions on the ground, about which
so many Americans are angry and dis-
heartened.

I think we ¢an do better, I Lhink that
stralegy was unwise. and I think. par-
Licularly in light of what has happened
here today. we should,

Mr. O HALLERAN. Madam Speaker.
1 rise tonight in opposiltion to the ob-
jection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Arizona is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr., O'HALLERAN., Madam Speaker,
a8 a nation. we have endured lrying
times and overcome many challenges.
and now we face an unprecedented el-
fort to ignore the will of the American
people and the people of Arizona. Given
the facts and the unprecedented events
of Lenight. this effort must be finished,
and America ¢can be united again. That
is going Lo Lake leadership.

We are all leaders.

We are elecled Lo Le leaders. And if
we are going Lo do that. we have Lo do
it from respect Lo others, the idea that
truth is important. thal factual con-
tent {s impertant. that we are going to
tell the American people what is going
on in this country and nol whal we
hope Lhey hear from a 30-second sound
hite.

I used Lo be a4 homicide investigator.
My jobh was Lo follow the facts. develop
a case, make decisions and rec-
ommendations based on where Lhose
facts led me. Following Llhe process
means that decisions cannol bhe made
on rumors and innuendos alone.

1 am proud to sayv that Arizona has
used mail-in voting for over Lwo dec-
ades. Both Republicans and Demoerats
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have long been proud of how our Stale
has administered elections.

In 2020. over 65 percent of eligible Ar-
izonans voted. a record number. Our
Republican Governol. Republican at-
torney general, Democtalic secrelary
of state. and our Slale's eleclion ad-

ministrators and volunteers worked
with integrity Lo administer a fair
election,

We saw turnout increases in both Re-
publican and Democratlic areas, and. in
fact. more Republicans registered in
this election than any olher party. 1
am proud Lhat many of our Tribal.
raral, and underserved communities
voted in record nambers. all during a
pandemic, In 2020, Arizonans made
their voices heard.

The fact is, multiple Federal and
State judges. agencies, and Slate elect-
ed officials concluded Lhe winner was
Joe Biden,

In Arizona, this process was adminis-
tered and overseen by officials from
hotlh parties. RElection officials con-
ducted random, hand-cocunted aundils of
many precincts that confirmed there
were no errors that would change the
result of Lhe eleclion.

The fact is thal the Republican
chaitman of Maricopa County. Lhe
largesl Republican county in Lhe State.
lhe higgest population county. slaled:
“More Lhan 2 million ballots were cast
in Maricopa Counly. and Lhere is no
evidence of fraud or misconducl or
malfunction.”

He concluded: 'No malter how you
voted. this eleclion was administered
with inlegrity. Lransparency. and in
accordance wilh State laws.”

The fact is. the President. his cam-
paign. and several Republican-led
groups filed eight election lawsuits. all
of which were dismissed. The Arizona
Supreme Court. a body where all jus-
tices have been appointed by Repub-
lican Goverunors. unanimously dis-
missed the case.
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The justices found that the party had
~failed to present any evidence of "mis-
conducl,” or ‘illegal votes’ lel
alone establish any degree of {raud or a
significant error rate that would un-
dermine the certainty of the election
rasults.”

After these judicial rulings. the Gov-
ernor said: I Lrusl our election sys-
tem. There's integrity in our election
svslem.”

The fact is. Joe Biden is the cerlified
winner of Arizona's 11 ele¢toral voles
Arizona’s elecled and appointed offi-
clals from hoth parties followed Lhe
facts and came to this conclusion. T
urge my colleagues to do the same.

To my colleagues across the aisle. I
know we may disagres on who we want
as President, bul what we personally
want is not whal matters here. Rather.
the people’s influence, as reflected in
the certified electoral college results.
is what matiers. Facls matter.

Undermining faith in our election
process by atlempling (o mislead the
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American public only serves Lo weaken
us and make us vulnerable Lo foreign
actors who do us harm, For the good of
our country. this must stop. Now is the
lime to come together to preserve ouyr
democracy and te prolecl our national
security.

I know my constituenls are looking
to Congress Lo move past ils divisions.
find common ground, and pass legisla-
tion Lo improve Lhe lives of struggling
families, We must stay flocused on
fghting the pandemic. We must work
to ensure all Americans can be vac-
cinated as soon as possible so we can
save American lives. safely reopen
schools, zel people hack Lo work. and
visit loved ones again. I urge my col~
leagues 1o follow this.

Mr. GAETZ. Madam Speaker. I rise
in support of Lhe objection.

The SPEAKER, The genlleman from
Florida is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GAETY. Madan Speaker, one of
the first things we did when the House
convened today was to join together to
extend our grace and owr kindness and
our concern for a ¢olleague who has ex-
perienced just an insurmountable
amount of grief with his family. And T
want all of our fellow Americans
watching to know that we did that be-
cause we care about each other and we
don't want bad things to happen to
each other, and our heart hurts when
they do.

Now. I am sure there are plenty of
folks over there who don't like me Loo
much and there are few of them that I
don’t ¢are for too much. Bul if anybody
had been hurt today. it would have
been even more of a calaslrophe than
we already saw, and I think thal is an
important point for the country.

Anothey important poinlt for the
counlry is that this morning. President
Trump explicitly called for demonstra-
tions and protests to be peaceful. He
was far more—you can moan and
groan. bul he was far more explicit
about his calls for peace Lhan some of
the BLM and leftwing ricters were this
summer when we saw viclence sweep
across this Nation.

Now. we came here Loday Lo debate,
to follow regular order. to offer an oh-
jection, to follow a process thal is ex-
pressly contemplated in our Constitu-
tion; and for doing that., we got called
a hunch of seditious traitors.

Now, not. since 1985 has a Republican
President been sworn in absent some
Democral, effort to object to the elec-
tors; but when we do it, it is the new
viclation of all norms, And when those
ihings are said, people get angry.

Now. 1 know there are many coun-
Lries where political violence may he
necessary. hut America is not one such
country.

Madam Speaker, il wag wrong when
people vandalized and defaced your
home. IL was wrong when Lhugs went Lo
Senalor HAWLEY's home. And I don't
know if the reports are Lrue, bul The
Washington Times has just reported
some pretty compelling evidence from
a facial recognition company showing

January 6, 2021

that some of Lhe people who breached
the Capitol today were not Trump sup-
porters. They wele masquerading as
Trump supperters, and. in facl. were
members of the violenl lterrorist group
antifa.

Now., we should seek Lo build Amer-
ica up. not Lear her down and destroy
ler. And 1 am sure glad that. at least
for one day. I didn't hear my Democral
colleagues calling to defund the police.

Now. I appreciate all the talk of com-
inr together., but let us nol pretend
thal our colleagues on the left have
heen free of some antidemocratic im-
pulses. Just because we signed on Lo
legal hriefs and asked courts to resolve
disputes, there were some on lhe left
who said that we should nol even be
sealed in the body. thal we ought toc he
prosecuted. mayvbe even jailed. Those
arguments angelr people.

But people do understand the con-
cepls of basic fairness, and no compelti-
lion. contest. or election can Dbe
deemed fair if the participants are sub-
ject to different rules.

Baseball teams Lhal cheal and sleal
signs should Le stripped of their cham-
pionships. Russian Olympians who
cheat and use steroids should be
stripped of their medals. And States
that do not run clean electlons should
De stripped of their electors.

This frawd was systemic; il was re-
peated: il was the same system: and, I
dare say. it was effective. We saw cir-
cumstances where. when Democrat
operalbives couldn't get the outcomes
they wanted in State legislalures.
when they couldn't get the job done
there. they went and pressured and liti-
gated and usurped the Constitution
with extra-constitutional action of
some officials in some States. They
fraudulently laundered ballots. votes,
voter registration forms, and then they
limited review.

In 2016. Democrats found out that
they couldn't beat Donald Trump al
the ballol box with voters who actually
show up. so they turned to impeach-
ment and the wilness box. And when
that failed, they ran to Lhe mailbox,
where Lhis eleclion saw an unprece-
dented amount of voles that could not
be authenticated wilh true ID, with
lrue sigpature match. and with true
confidence for the American people.

OQur Article III courls have falled by
nol holding evidentiary hearings to
weigh Lhe evidence. We should nol join
in that failure. We should vindicate the
rights of States. We should vindicale
the subpoenas in Arizona thal have
heen issued Lo gel a hold of these vot-
ing machines, and we should reject
these electors,

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker. I
rise in opposition to the objection.

The SPEAKER. The wuentlewoman
from Colorado is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker. I am
very pleased Lo yield my Lime Lo Lhe
centleman from Arizena (Mr. GRI-
JALYA) the dean of the Arvizona delega-
lion.
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Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker. |
thank lhe gentlewoman from Colorado
for yielding time.

1 will be very hrief. Madam Speaker,
There is really nothing left to say. This
challenge brought hy Members of this
House. Republican Members from (his
House from Avizona and a Senalor
from Texas, the whole discussion
today. thig challenge te the 11 elecloral
voles thatl are designated for President
Biden and Vice President Harpris, the
discussion today proves Lhere is no
merit to denving Lhose electoral voles.
There is no legal standing. The couwrls
have proven that in Arizona time and
time again., There is no precedent.
There was no constitutional violation.

But we are here today. Madam
Speaker, because of one man and those
who are desperate to please him.

So what do we llave to show for this
process today? Fear. a lockdown. vio-
lence. and, regrettably and sadly,
deall. arrests, present and real danger,
threats, an assault on our institulion.
this House. this Congress. and Lhe very
democracy Lhat we practice heve,

And to what end? What did we ac-
coniplish?

The reality is thal the challenges
will be defeated. Come January 20.
President Biden and Vice President
Harris will be the President and Vice
Presidenl of Lhe United States.

So what have we accomplished? To
further divide this Nalion? To continue
1o fan the same rhetoric of division and
us versus them? To paralyze and dis-
mantkle onr democracy? Is that what we
atlempled to accomplish today?

The mob that atlacked this institu-
tion, I hold ne Member specifically re-
sponsible for that madness that was
around us. bul we do share a responsi-
bility, my friends. to end it. It is past
Lime to accept realily. Lo reaffirm our
democracy and move on,

I would urge my colleagues from Ari-
zona who filed this challenxge Lo with-
draw their challenge to Lhis, Lo Arizona
and to the electors thal have heen cho-
gsen Lo give Ltheir 11 voles to the win-
ners in that electien.

Bul if that deesn't happen. then I
would urge my colleagues to reject this
challenge and defend all voters. defend
the volters of Arizona and that democ-
racy that we practice daily in the rep-
resentation of our constituents. That is
what is at stake today.

Ms. DEGETTE, Madam Speaker, on
Sunday. every Member in this Chamber
took an oath to uphold the Constitu-
tion. and there is only one vole Ltonight
for those who took that oath. and Lhat
vole is Lo rejecl Lhis challenge.

The SPEAKER. All time for dehate
has expired.

The question is. Shall the objeclion
Lo the Arvizona elecloral college vote
count submitted by the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. GosaR) and the Sen-
ator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ) be agreed
Lo,
The question was laken: and the
Speaker announced that the noes ap-
peared Lo have ijt.

Mur,
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JORDAN. Madam Speaker,

thal I demand Lhe yveas and nays.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant lo seclion
3is) of House Resolulion 8. the veas and

nays are ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice. and there were--yveas 121

303, nol voling 7. as [ollows:

{Roll No. 10]
YEAS 121

Aderholt Garlz

Allen Garein 1Al
Arringion GQibhs

Halan Gimenes
Baird Gohmert
Banks Goud (VA
Berumati Gooden 1TX)
Bite 10K (osar

Biggr Guraves (MO
Rishop 1N Green (TN
Boebert Greene 1GA
Bost Grifith
Brooks Guest

Budd Hagedorn
Burchett Harris
Buriess Harskharoee
Calveri Hartzle
Cammack 1lern

Carl Tetrrel

Hive 1Ga;
Migzins T,A)
Hudson

Cartet 1GAY
Carter TN
Cawthorn

Cline Issa
Cloud Jaeksun
Clyie Jarobs (NY)
Cule Johnson «LAY
Crawford Johnson 1O
Davidson Jordan
Deslarlas Joyee (Par
Ding-Bala1t Kelly (M8
Donalds Relly PAy
Punean LaMalia
Dunr Lamborne
Estes TaTurnet
Fallon Lesko
Prschbach T.onx
Fitzrevald Loundermilk
Fleischmann Lucas
Franklin, € Luctkemever
Heott Mallietakis
Fulcher Maun
NAYS 208
Adans Cieilline
Armlar Clark (MA+
Allred Clinke +XY1
Amader Cleaver
ArmETTeNE Clyburn
Auchindloss CUolien
Axne Comey
Bacon Connally
Balderson Cooper
Ban Catrea
Batagan (Costa
Bass Courtney
Beatry Craix
Bentz Crenshaw
Rera Crist
Beyer Crow
Bishop 1GAy Cuellar
Blumenauer Curtis
Blunt Ruchester Davids 1K
Honamiel Davis, Danny K
Ruurdeaux Daviz, Rodney
Buwman Dean
Boyle. Brendan heFazio
F NeGette
Brown Delauro
Brownlex DelBene
Buchanan Delgado
Burk Deinings
Burshon DeSnulnier
Bush Deatel
Bustos Dineell
Rutterfield Dogrelt
Carbaial

Dorxle. Michael
Cardetms F

Carson Emrmel
Cartwrlhe Bseobat
Case Fxhoo
Casten pitaliat
Costan (Fla Fvans
Castio X0 Feonstrd
Chahot Foeyguson
Cheney Fitzpatiick
Cha Fleirher

Mast
MeCarthy
MceUlain
Millea 111
Miller tWYV
Moore ¢ALI
Mullin
Nehls
Norman
Nunes
Obernoite
alazzo
Palmer

Perry

Piluav:

Posey
Reeschenthinle
Riee (5C)
Roters Al
Rogers (RY
Ruse
Rosendale
Rouzer
Rutherfond
Sualise
Sessions
Smith (Mo
smith (KFy
Steube
Tiftany
Timmons
Van Drew
Walbers
Walorski
Weber (TN
Webster
Williams 1TX)
Wilson 15C1
Wricht
Zeldin

Fottenberry
Fasten
Foxx
Frankel. Lois
Fudee
Gallagher
Gallego
Garameind:
Garbarino
Garcia Ly
Garela ‘TXo
Golden
Gomez
Gonzales. Tony
Gonzalez (OH1
Gemzalez,
Vicents
Gottheimer
Graves 1.4y
Greer AT {TX)
Grijalea
Grothmag
Guthrie
Haaland
Harder (CAs
Hayes
Hervern Beutler
Higeins oNY)
Hill
Himes
Hinson
Hellingsworrh
Horsford
Houlahan
Hnyer
Huffnun
Hutzenza
Jackson Tae
Javahs (A
T
Teif1ie
Johnson (GAy
Tohngon =D

on

nays
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an TN Manlenaa Sewell

Jones Anoney Shirman
Jovee 1011 Mnore L) shere]
Eahele Moore tW1: Bimpsorn
Kaptw Marelle Sireg
Ralko Moulton Slotkin
Keatine Mrvan Smitk (NI
Keilm Murphy (FL) Stk (WA
Kellv 1 Mut phy (XC Sn ket
]\th:u‘.n‘: X;'.d!n_ Spts
}\_LT:IW :\‘.\puln.\m» Spanlersor
NI NiRusc A
Kind Newhouse :P.‘\::ilum
Emaneer Newman Staiilisd
Kirkpaitick Notcross Stefantk
Krishnamoortht  O'Halleran Sl’v;]
Kuster Oras1o-'o1 107 Sracaia
Rustolt Omat ;l““ml‘
LaHuoid hyens Eoaiininmy
Lamb Tallone “fu‘”_'“‘ .
Tangerm Tanetta Ariciini
; suozzi
Larvsen 1WA Pappis swalwel!
Laraon tCT) Pascrell : “kl ey
Latta Puyne Takaito
Lasrence Pelost Tarlor 2 .
Lawson iF1, Pence Thompzan 1A
Lee 1041 Perlmutier Thompsordis:
Laee IKV) Peters '1‘huillp.~m“- A
Lezer Fernanden  Philhp: Titu:
Levin (0 A; Phnares Tonku i
Levin «MIr Tocan Torres (s
Lieu Porter 5
Lol2ten Pressley
Lowenthal Price (N Tronw
Luia Quizley T"-“"“l
Lvuck Raskin Underwood
AMace Reed L‘pmn
Malinowski Rice 1XY) \_d“ Duyne
Maloney. #ichmond Vargas
taralsn B BELRY Veasey
Malomey Sy Vel
Aanning Velazryesn
Massie Kovhal-Allad Wagner
Matsul Rulz Waltz
McBath Ruppetloret Wasserman
MeCanl Rush Schultz
MeClmitock Ryan Waters
MeCollum Saneher Watson Celemar
McEachin Sarhanes Welrh
MeQuvern seanlon Woenstrup
MeHenry sthakowsky Westerman
MceKinley Sehir Wexton
MeNerney Sehnewder Wil
Meeks Sehradey Williams (GA»
Mejjer Sthrier Wilsun (FL1
Meng Schweikert Wittman
Mouser Beott iVAy Womack
Miume Seott, Austin Yarmuth
Miller-Meeks Scott, David Youunp

NOT VOTING 7

Bilnaxis Hastings Tlail
Brady Rim 1GAs
Granzs el Btecl
C 2308

Messrs. MOONEY, WITTMAN,
VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas.
YOUNG, and GROTHMAN changed
their vote from “'yea™ Lo "nay.”

Messrs. JOHNSON of Ohio,
RESCHENTHALER, and Mrs.

WALORSKI changed Lheir vole from
cunay' te Cyea.”

So the objection was not agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated against:

Mrs. KIM of California, Madam Speaker, |
was unavoidably delained. Had 1 been
presenl, | would have voted “nay” on rollcall
No. 10.

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will now
nolify the Senale of Lhe aclion of the
House, informing that hody Lthal the
House is now ready Lo proceed in joint
session wilh the further counting of
the electoral vole for the President and
the Vice President.
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ANNOUNCEMENT 1Y THE SPEAKEE

The SPEAKER. To remind hoth sides
of the aisle. during in the joint session.
there are 11 House Republicans. 11
House Democrals, 11 House Senate
Democrats, 11 Senate Republicans. 4
Members on the floor, Please view the
proceedings from your offices. Thank
you.

This is nol a suggestion, That is a di-
rection. in the inLeresl of good example
ta the public of how serious we take
the coronavirus threal and the need for
social distancing.

Please, my colleagues. if you are not
participating in (he next part of this,
please return Lo your offices.

I wish to remind Members that we
have to reduce the number of Members
on the floor Lo the pallery to witness
lhe proceedings from Lheve. iun a rel-
ative number. So first come. first
serve.

e
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from Lhe Senate by Ms.
Byrd. one of its clerks. announced that
Lhe Secretary of the Senate shall in-
form the House of Representatives that
the Senate is ready to proceed in joinl
session with the further counting of
the electoral voles for President and
Vice President.

Al 11:35 p.m.. the Sergeanl at Arms.
Paul D. Irving. announced the Vice
President and Lhe Senate of the United
Slates.

The Senate entered the Hall of the
House of Representalives, headed Dby
the Vice President and the Secretary of
the Senate. the Members and officers
of the House rising to receive them.

The Vice President took his seal as
the Presiding Officer of the joint con-
vention of the Lwo Houses. Lhe Speaker
of the House occupying the c¢hair on his
left. Senators Look seats Lo the right of
the rostrum as prescribed by law.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint
session of Congress Lo count the elec-
Loral vote will resume. The tellers will
Lake their chairs.

The two Houses retlired Lo consider
separately and decide upon the vote of
the State of Arizona. Lo which an ob-
jection has been filed.

The Sacretary of the Senate will re-
port the aclion of the Senale.

The Secretary of the Senate read Lhe
order of the Senate, as follows:

Chdered. That the Senate hy a vole of 6
ayves to 93 nays rejecls Lthe ohjection to the
electoral voles ¢ast in the State ol Arizona
for Joseph R. Biden. Jr.. for Presiden! and
KaMana DL Harurs for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Clerk of
Lhe House will reporl the action of the
House.

The Clerk of the House read Lhe order
of the House, as follows:

Oidevedd, That the House of Reprezentatives
rejects the objection Lo the electoral vole ol
(he State of Arizona.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Pursuant to
the law. chapter 1 of title 3. United
Statex Code. bhecause the two Houses
have not sustained the objection. the
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original certificate submitted by Lhe
State of Arizona will be ¢counted as pro-
vided Lherein.

The tellers will now record and an-
nounce the vole of the Slate of Arkan-
sas for President and Vice President in
accordance with the action of Lhe two
Houses.

This certificate from Arkansas. the
Parliamentarian has advised me, is the
only certificate of vote from that
State, and purports to be a return from
the State, and Lhat has annexed to it a
certificale from an authority of that
Stale purporting (o appoint or ascel-
tain electlors,

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois, M.
President, the certificate of the elec-
toral vole of the Stale of Arkansas
seems to he regular in form and au-
thentic, and it appears therefrom that
Donald J. Trump of the State of Flor-
ida received 6 voues for President and
MicHAEL R. Prrce of the State of Indi-
ana received § votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to counting the certifi-
cale of vote of Lhe Stale of Arkansas
that Lbe teller has verified appears to
be regular in form and authentic?

There was no objeclion.

The VICE PRESIDENT, Hearing
none. Lhis certificate from California.
the Parliamentarian has advised me, is
the only certificale of vote from that
Stale Lhat purports to be a return from
the Slate and that has annexed to it a
certificale from an aulhority of the
Stale purporting to appoint and ascer-
taln electlors.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. President. the
certificate of the electoral vote of the
State of California seems to be regular
in form and authentic. and it appears
Lherefrom Lhat Joseph R. Biden, Jr., of
Lhe State of Delaware received 55 votes
for President and KAMALA D. HARRIS of
Lhe State of California received 55
votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any ohjections to counting the certifi-
cate of vote of the State of California
that the teller has verified appears Lo
be regular in form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from Colorado.
the Parliamentarian has advised me. is
the only certificate of vote from that
State that purports to be a return {rom
ihe State. and {hat has annexed Lo 1L a
certificate from an authority of the
Slate purporting to appoint and ascer-
tain electors.

Senator BLUNT. Mr. President, the
certificate of the electoral vole of Lhe
State of Colorado seems Lo e regular
in form and authentic, and it appears
therefrom thal Joseph R. Biden. Jr.. of
the State of Delaware received 9 votes
for Presidenl and KaMAaLA D. HARRIS of
the Stale of California received 9 votes
for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Lhere
any objections to counting the certifi-
cale of vole of the Stale of Colorado
that the teller has verified appears lo
be regular in form and authentic?
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There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate {rom Conh-
neclicul. the Parliamentarian has ad-
vised me, is Lhe only certificate of vole
from that Stale that purports to be a
return from the State and that has an-
nexed to il a certificate from an au-
Lhority of the Slale purporting to ap-
point o1 ascerlain eleclors.

Senalor KLOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
dent. the certificate of the electoral
vote of Lhe Slale of Conneclicut seems
10 be regular in form and authentic,
and it appears Lherefrom that Joseph
R. Biden. Jr.. of the State of Delaware
received 7 votes for President and
KAMALA D. HagkRIs of the State of Cali-
fornia received 7 votes for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Lhere
any objections Lo counting the certifi-
cate of vole of the State of Connecticul
that Lhe teller has verified appears Lo
bhe regular in form and authentic?

There was no ohjection.

C 2345

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from Delaware,
the Parliamentarian has advised me. is
Lthe only certificate of vote from that
Stlate that purports to be a return [rom
Lhe Stale and thal has annexed to il a
certificate from an authority of the
State purporling Lo appoint and ascer-
Lain ele¢Lors.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. M.
President, the certificale of the elec-
Loral vote of Lhe Slale of Delaware
gpems to be regular in form and au-
thentic, and il appears Lherefrom Lhat
Joseph R. Biden. Jr.. of the Slate of
Delaware raceived 3 voles for President
and KaMaLa D. HARRIS of the Stale of
California received 3 voles for Vice
President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Lhere
any ohjections Lo counting Lthe certifi-
cate of vole of Lhe Stale of Delaware
that the teller has verified appears to
be regular in form and authentlic?

There was no ohjection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from the District
of Columhia. the Parliamentarian has
advised me, is the only cerlificale of
vote from the Districl thatl purports to
e a return from the District and that
has annexed Lo it a certificate from an
authority of Lhe District purporling to
appoinl and ascertain electors.

Senator BLUNT. Mr. President. the
certificate of the elecloral vote of the
District of Columbia seems to he reg-
ular in form and authenlic. and it ap-
pears Cherefrom thal Joseph R. Biden.
Jr., of the State of Delaware received 3
voles for President and KaMaLs D.
HARRIS of Lhe State of California re-
ceived 3 votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Lhere
any objections to counting the certifi-
cale of vote of the District of Coluinbia
thal Lhe telter has verified appears to
be regular in form and anthentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT, Hearing
none. this certificale from Florida. the
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Parlinmentarian has advised me, is the
only certificale of vote from thal Slate
that purports Lo be a relurn from the
Stale and thatl has annexed to it a cer-
tificate from an authority of the State
purporting to appeinl and ascertain
electors,

Ms, LOFGRIEN. Mr. President. Lhe
certificate of the electoral vole of the
State of Florida seems 10 he regular in
form and authentic. and it appears
therefroni that Donald J, Trump of the
Stale of Florida received 29 votes for
President and MICHAEL R, PENcE of Lhe
State of Indiana received 29 votes for
Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objeciions Lo counling the certifi-
vale of vole of the Slate of Florida
that the Leller has verified appears Lo
he regular in form and authentic?

There was no ohjection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificale from Georgia. the
Parliamentarian has advised me. is the
only certificate of vole from that State
that purports to he a return from ihe
Stale and that has annexed to it a cer-
lificate from an authority of the State
purporting to appeint and ascertain

electors.
Senator KLOBUCHAR. M. Presi-
dent. Lhe certificate of lhe elecloral

vole of the State ol Georgia seems to
be regulat in form and authentic. and
it appears Lherefrom that Joseph K.
Biden. Jr.. of the State of Delaware re-
ceived 16 votes for President and
KavaLa D, HARRIS of the State of Cali-
fornia received 16 votes forr Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT., For what
purpose does the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. HICE) rise?

Mr. HICE of Georgia. Mr. President,
myself. members of Lhe Georgia celega-
Lion, and some 74 of my Republican col-
leagues and I object to the electoral
vote from the Slale of Georgia on the
arounds thal the election conducted on
November 3 was faully and fraudulent
due (o unflateral actions by Lhe sec-
retary of slate Lo unlawfully change
the Stale's election process without
approval from the General Assembly
and thereby setting the stage for an
unprecedented amounl of fraud and
irregularities. I have signed Lhe objec-
tion myself.

The VICE PRESIDENT, Sections 15
and 17 of Litle 3, United States Code.
require that any ohjection be presented
in writing and signed by a Member of
Lhe House of Representatives and a
Senalor.

Is the objeclion in wriling and signed
by a Member and a Senalor?

Mr., HICE of Georgia. Mr. President.
prior to Lhe actions and events of
today, we did, hut following the events
ol today. it appears that some Senators
have withdrawn Lheir objection,

The VICE PRESIDENT. In that case.
Lthe abjection cannot be entertained.

This certificate Mrom Hawaii. the
Parliamenlarian has advised me. is (e
only certificate of vote from that State
thal purports Lo be a relurn from the
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State and thal has annexed Lo it a cer-
1iticate [rom an aulhority of the Slate
purporiing Lo appoint and ascertain
electors,

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Ilinois. Mr.
Presidenl. the certificate of Lhe elec-
1oral vote of the Stale of Hawalii seems
Lo be regular in form and aulhentic.
and il appears therefrom thal Joseph
R. Biden. Jr.. of lhe State of Delaware
received 4 votes for President and
KaMALA D. HARRIs of the Slate of Cali-
fornia received 4 voles for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Lhere
any objections to counting the certifi-
cate of vote of the State of Hawaii that
the teller has verified appears 1o be
regular in form and authentic?

There was no ohjeclion.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from Idaho. the
Parliamentarian has advised me. is the
only cerlificate of vote from that State
that purports to be a relurn from the
State and that lias annexed Lo il a cer-
Liflcate from an authority of the State
purporting to appoint and ascertain
electors.

Senator BLUNT., Mr, President, Lhe
certificale of the electoral vole of the
State of Idaho seems Lo be regular in
form and aulhentic. and il appears
therefrom that Donald J. Trump of Lhe
State of Flerida received 4 votes for
President and MICHAEL R. PENCE of Lthe
State of Indiana received 4 voles for
Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections Lo counting the certifi-
cate of vote of the State of Idaho Lhat
the teller has cerlified appears Lo be
regular in form and authentic?

There was no objection,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from illinois. the
Parliamentarian has advised me. is the
only certificate of vote from that State
Lhal purports Lo be a relurn [rom the
State and that has annexed to it a cer-
tificale from an authority of the State
purporting Lo appoint and ascertain
eleclors.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
President, the certificate of the elec-
toral vote of the State of Illinois seems
1o he regular in form and authentic.
and it appears therefrom that Joseph
R. Biden. Jr., of the State of Delaware
received 20 votles for President and
KamaLa D. HARRIS of Lhe State of Cali-
fornia received 20 voles for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objeclions Lo counting the certifi-
cate of vole of the State of I1linois that
lhe teller has verified appears to be
regular in form and authentic?

There was no ohjeclion.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, Lhis certificate from Indiana. the
Parliamentarian has advised me. is the
only certificale of vole from that State
that purports to bhe a return from Lhe
State and that has annexed Lo it a ceyr-
Lificate from an authority of the State
purporting 1o appoint and ascertain
eleclors.
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Senator KLOBUCHAR., My, Presi-
dent. the cerlificale of the elecloral
vole of the State of Indiana seems Lo
be regular in form and authentic. and
il appears therefrom that Donald J,
Trump of the Slate of Florida receivad
11 votes Jor Presidenl and MICHARL R.
PExCE of the State of Indiana received
11 votes for Vice President,

The VICE PRESIDENT.
any objections to counling the certifi-
calte of vole of the State of Indiana
thal the Leller has verified appears to
be regular in form and authenlic?

There was no aobjection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, Lhis certificate from lowa. Lhe
Parliamentarian has advised me. is the
only certificate of vole from Lhat Slate
that purports to be a return from the
State and that has annexed to it a cer-
tificate from an authority of the State
purporting to appoint and ascertain
eleclors.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. President. the
certificate of Lhe electoral vote of the
Stiale of Iowa seems Lo he regular in
form and aulhentic, and it appears
Lherefrom that Donald J. Trump of the
Stiale of Florida received 6 votes for
President and MICHAEL R. PENCE of the
Btate of Indiana received 6 votes for
Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Lhere
any objections Lo counting the certifi-
cate of vole of the Stale of lowa that
the teller has verified appears to be
regular in form and authentic?

There was no olyjection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from Kansas. the
Parliamentarian has advised me, is the
only certificate of vote from that State
thal purports Lo be a return Irom the
State and that has annexed to it a cer-
tificate from an authority of the State
purporting Lo appeint and ascertain
electors.

Senator BLUNT. Mr. Presidentl, Lhe
certificate of the elecloral vole of Lhe
State of Kansas seems to be regular in
form and authentic, and it appears
therefrom that Donald J. Trump of the
State of Florida received 6 votes for
President and MICHARL R, PEN¢E of the
State of Indiana received 6 votes for
Vice President,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are theve
any objeclions to counting the certifi-
cate of vote of the State of Kansas that
the teller has verified appears to he
regular in form and anthentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificale from Lhe Com-
monwealth of Kentucky. the Parlia-
mentarian has advised me. is the only
certificate of vote from Lhat State Lhat
purports 1o be a return from the State
and Lthat has annexed to it a certificate
from an authority of Lhe State pur-
porling Lo appoint and ascertain elec-
Lors.,

Ms. LOFGREN. My, Preslident. the
certificate of the electoral vote of the
Commonwealth of Kentucky seems to
be regular in form and authentic. and
it appears Lherefrom Lhal Donald .J.

Are Lhere
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Trump of the State of Florida received
8 votes for President and MICHAEL R.
PENCE of the Stale of Indiana received
8 voles for Vice President.,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Lhere
any objeclions Lo counling Lhe certifi-
cate of vole of the Commonwealth of
Kentucky thal the teller has verified
appears Lo be regular in form and au-
thentic?

There was 1o ohjection,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificale from Louisiana.
the Parliamentarian has advised me, is
the only certificate of vote from Lhat
Stale thal purports to be a return from
the Stale and thal has anmexed to it a
certificate from an authority of the
Stale purporting to appoint and ascer-
lain elecLors.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
dent. the certificate of Lhe electoral
vote of the Slate of Louisiana seems Lo
be regular in form and authentic. and
appears therefrom (hal Donald dJ.
Trump of the State of Florida received
8 voles for President and MICHAEL R.
PrNCE of Lhe State of Indiana received
8 voles for Vice Presidenl.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Lhere
any objeclions Lo counting the certifi-
cate of vote of Lhe Stale of Louisiana
thal the Leller has verified to be reg-
wlar in form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from Maine, the
Parliamentarian has advised me, is the
only certificate of vote frem that State
that purports to be a return from Lhe
State and thal has annexed Lo il a cer-
tificate from an aulhority of the State
purporting to appoinlt and ascertain
electors.

Mr, RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
President, the certificale of Lhe elec-
toral vote of the State of Maine seems
to be regular in form and authentic,
and it appears therefrom thal Joseph
R. Biden, Jr., of lhe Statle of Delaware
received 3 votes for President. and Don-
ald J. Trump of the State of Florida re-
ceived 1 vote for President and KaMALA
D. Harnris of the Slate of California re-
ceived 3 votes for Vice Presidenl. and
MICHAEL R, PENCE of the State of Indi-
ana received 1 vote for Viece President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objecltions to counting the certifi-
cale of vote of the State of Maine that
Lthe Leller has verified appears to be
regular int form and authentic?

There was no objecLion.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this cervificate [rom Maryland,
Lhe Parliamentarian has advised me. is
the onlv certificate of vole from that
State Lthal purports 1o be a return from
the State and that has annexed 1o it a
certificate from an authority of the
State purporting to appoint and ascer-
Lain electors,

Senator BLUNT. Mr. President, the
certificate of the elecloral vole of the
State of Maryland seems to he regular
in form and authentic, and it appears
Ltherefrom that Joseph R. Biden, Jr.. of
the Slate of Delaware received 10 votes
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for President and KAMALA D. HARRIS of
the State of California received 10
voles for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT, Are there
any objeclions Lo counting the certifi-
cate of vole of the State of Maryland
that the teller has verified appears Lo
be regular in form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Heating
none, this certificate from Massachu-
setls. the Parliamentarian has advised
me. is Lthe only certificatle of vole from
that State that purports to he a return
from the Slate and thal has annexed to
il a certificate from an authority of
the Stale purporting to appoint and as-
certain electors.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mri. President. the
certificate of elecloral vole of the
Commonwealth of Massachusells

seems to be regular in form and au-
thentic. and it appears Lherefrom thal
Joseph R. Biden, Jr., of the Stale of
Delaware recveived 11 votes for Presi-
dent and KaMavra D. HARRIS of the
State of California received 11 voles for
Vice Presidenl.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to counting the certifi-
cale of vote of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts that the Lteller has
verified appears to be regular in form
and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from Michigan.
the Parliamentarian has advised me, is
the only cerlificale of vole from thal
Slate that purports to be a return from
the Stale and that has annexed 1o it a
certificate from an authority of the
Slate purporling to appoint and ascer-
tain eleclors.

Senator ELOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
dent. the certificate ol the elecloral
vote of the State of Michigan seems Lo
bhe regular in form and authentic, and
it appears therefrom that Joseph R.
Biden. Jr.. of the State of Delaware re-
ceived 16 wvoles for Presidenl and
KAaMALA D, HARDIS of the State of Cali-
fornia received 16 votes for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. For
reason does the genllewoman
Georgia (Mrs. GREENE) rise?

Mrs. GREENE of Georgia. Mr. Presi-
dent. I. along with 70 of my Republican
colleagues, object Lo Lhe counting of
Lhe electoral voles for the State of
Michigan on the grounds that the error
rate exceeds the FEC rate allowed al
0.0008 percent. and that the people who
signed affidavits at risk of perjury.
their volices have nol heen heard in a
court of law.

whal
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The VICE PRESIDENT. Sections 15
and 17 ef title 3 of the U.S. Code. ve-
guire Lhal any objection be presented
in wriling and signed by a Member of
the House of Representalives and a
Senator,

Is the objection in writing and siened
hy a Member and a Senalor?

Mrs, GREENE of Georgin. The ohjec-
tion is in writing. not signed by a Sen-
alor.
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The VICE PRESIDENT. In thal vase,
the objection cannot be entertained.

Are there any further objeclions to
counting the certificate of the vote
from the Stalte of Michigan thal the
Leller has verified appears Lo be regular
in form and authentic?

There was no objection,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing no
further objections. Lhis certificale
from Minnesota. the Parliamentarian
has advised me. is the only cerlificatle
of vote [rom that State that puirports
to he a return fromn the State and Lhal
has annexed Lo it a certificate of an au-
lhority of the Stale purporting Lo ap-
point or ascertain eleclors,

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
(lent. the certificate of the elecloral
vote of the State of Minnesola seems
to be regular in form and authentic.
and il appears therefrom that Josepl
R. Biden. Jr., of the State of Delaware
received 10 votes for President and
KAMALA D, HARRIS of the State of Cali-
fornia received 10 voles for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Lhere
any objections to counting the certifi-
cate of Che vote from the State of Min-
nesolta lhat the teller has verified ap-
pears 1o e regular in form and authen-
tie?

There was no objeclion.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificale from Mississippi,
the Parliamenlarian has advised, i3 the
only certificale of vote from Lhal Stale
thal purporis Lo be a relurn from the
State and Lhat has annexed Lo il a cer-
tificate of an authority of the State
purporting Lo appoint or ascertain alec-
Lors.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
President. the certificale of the elec-
Loral vote of the State of Mississippi
seems Lo Dbe regular in form and au-
Lhenlic, and il appears therefrom thal
Donald J. Trump of Lhe State of Flor-
ida received 6 voles for Presidenl and
MICHAEL R. PENCE of Lhe Slale of Indi-
ana received 6 votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are tLhere
any objeclions Lo counling the certifi-
cale of the vote from the Stale of Mis-
sigsippi thal the Leller has verified ap-
pears to be regular in form and authen-
tic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this cerlificate {rom Missouri.
the Parliamentarian has advised. is the
only certificate of vote from Lhal State
that purports to e a return from the
State and thal has annexed to it a cer-
tificale of an authority of Lhe State
purporting to appoint or ascertain elec-
Lors.

Senator BLUNT, Mr. President. the
certificate of the electoral vote of the
State of Missouri seems Lo be regular
in form and authentlic. and il appears
therefrom that Donald J. Trump of the
State of Florida received 10 votes for
Presidenl and MICHAEL R, PENCE of the
State of Indiana received 10 votes for
Vice President.
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The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any cohjections to vounting ihe certifi-
cate of the vole from the State of Mis-
souri thal the teller has verified ap-
pears to he regular in form and authen-
Lic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from Montana,
the Parliamentarian has advised. is Lthe
only certificate of vole from that Stale
that purports Lo be a relurn from the
State and that has annexed Lo it a cer-
tificate of an authority of the Stale
purporting Lo appoint or ascertain elec-
Lors.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Presidenl. the
cerlificate of the electoral vole of the
State of Montana seems Lo he regular
in form and authenlic. and it appears
therefilom Lhat Donald J. Trump from
Llhe State of Florida received 3 votes
for President and MICHARL R. PENCE
from the Slate of Indiana received 3
votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any ohjeclions to counting lhe certili-
cabe of the vote from the State of Mon-
tana that the teller has verified ap-
pears to be regular in form and authen-
1ie?

There was no objeclion.

The VICE PRESIDENT, Hearing
none. this certificate from Nebraska,
the Parliamentarian has advised. is Lhe
only certificale of vote from thal State
that purporls to he a relurn from Lhe
State and that has annexed to it a cer-
tificate of an authority of Lbhe State
purperting to appoint or ascertain elec-
Lors.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
denl. the certificate of the electoral
vole of the State of Nebraska seems to
be regular in form and authentic. and
it appears therefrom thal Donald J.
Trump of the State of Florida received
4 voles for President: and Joseph R.
Biden. Jr.. of the Stale of Delaware re-
ceived 1 vote for Presidenl: and MT-
OHAFRL R. PEKCE of Lhe Stale of Indiana
received 4 votes for Vice President: and
KaMaLa D. HArRIs of the Statle of Cali-
fornia received 1 vote for Vice Presi-
denl.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to counting the certifi-
cate of vole from the State of Nebraska
lhat the teller has verified is regular in
form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. Lhis certificate from Nevada, Lhe
Parliamentarian has advised. is Lhe
only certificate of vote from Lhe State
that purports to he a return from Lhe
State and thal has anhexed Lo it a cer-
tificate of an authority from the State
purporting Lo appoint or ascertain elec-
tors.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of 1llinois. My,
President. the certificale of Lhe elec-
toral vote of the State of Nevada seems
to e regylar in forin and authentic.
and iL appears therefrom thal Joseph
R. Biden. Jr., of the State of Delaware
received 1 votes for Presidenlt and
KaMAaLa 12 Hanrnis of the State of Cali-
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fornia received 6 voles Tor Viee Presi-
dent,

The VICE PRESIDENT. For what
purpose does Lhe gentleman from Ala-
hama rise?

M1, BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Presi-
dent, I and 55 olher Membhers of the
United Stales House of Represenlatives
object to the electoral vote for the
State of Nevada in order 1o protect the
lawful voles of Nevada and all other
American citizens.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Sections 15
and 17 of title 3 of Lthe Uniled States
Code. require that any objection he
presented in writing and signed by a
Member of the House of Representa-
tives and a Senalor.

Is the objection in writing and signed
by a Member and a Senator?

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Presi-
dent, it is in writing. but, unfortu-
nately. no United Slates Senalor has
joined in this effort.

The VICE PRESIDENT. In thal case.
Lhe objection cannol be entertained.

Are Llhere any further objections Lo
counting the certificale of vote from
Lhe State of Nevada that the teller has
verified appears to be regular in form
and authentic?

There was no objeclion.

The VICE PRESIDENT. This certifi-
cale from New Hampshire. the Parlia-
mentarian has advised nie. is Lhe only
certificate of electoral vote from that
State that purports Lo be a return from
the Stale and that has annexed Lo it a
certificate of an authority of the State
purporting to appoint or ascerlain elec-
Lors.

Senalor BLUNT. My, President, the
certificate of the electoral vote of the
State of New Hampshire seems Lo he
regular in form and authentic, and it
appears Lherefrom that Joseph R.
Biden, Jr.. of the State of Delaware re-
ceived 4 votes for President and
KAMALA D. HARRIS of Lhe State of Cali-
fornia received 4 voles for Vice Presi-
dent,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Lhere
any ohjections to counting the certifi-
cate of voie of the State of New Hamp-
shire that the teller has verified ap-
pears to be regular in form and authen-
Lie?

There was no objeclion.

The VICE PRESIDENT. This certifi-
cate from New Jersey. the Parliamen-
tarian has advised. is the only certifi-
cale of vole from the State thal pur-
ports Lo be a return from the State and
that has annexed (o il a certificate ol
an aulhority in Lthe State purporting to
appoint or ascertain electors.

Ms, LOFGREN. Mr. President. Lhe
vertificate of the electoral vole of the
Stale of New Jersey seems to be reg-
ular in form and anthenlic, and it ap-
pears Lherefrom that Joseph R. Biden.
Jr.. of the State of Delaware received
14 voles for President and Kamars D.
HaRRis of the State of California re-
veived 14 votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objeclions Lo counting the cerlifi-
vale of the votle from the State of New
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Jersgey hat the teller has verified ap-
pears to be regular in form anid anthen-
tic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. This certifi-
cale from New Mexico, the Parliamen-
tarian has advised. is the only certifi-
cate of vote from Lhe Slate that pur-
ports Lo be a return from the State and
Lhat has annexed to it o certificate of
an authorily of the State purporiing to
appoint or ascertain eleclors.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
denl. the certificate of the elecloral
vote of the Stale of New Mexico seems
10 be regular in form and aulhenlic,
and il appears therefrom that Joseph
R. Biden. Jr.. of Lhe State of Delaware
received 5 votes for President and
KaMaLna D. HARRIS of the State of Cali-
fornia received 5 voles for Vice Presi-
dent,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections Lo counting the certifi-
cate of the vote from Lthe State of New
Mexico Lhat the teller has verified ap-
pears Lo be regular in form and authen-
1ic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, Lhis certificate from New York.
the Parliamenlarian has advised me. is
the only certificate of vole from the
State Lthat purports Lo be a return {rom
the State and has annexed Lo it a cer-
tificate of an authority from the State
purporting to appoint or ascertain elec-
101’5,

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
President. the certificate of Lhe elec-
Loral vote of the State of New York
seems to be regular in form and au-
thentlic, and it appears therefrom thal
Joseph R. Biden. Jr.. of the Stiate of
Delaware received 29 votes for Presi-
dent and KaMmaLa D, HARRIS of the
Stale of California received 29 votes for
Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT, Are there
any objections to counting the certifi-
cale of the vole from the State of New
York that the teller has verified ap-
pears to be regular in form and authen-
tie?

There was no objection,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificale from North Caro-
lina, the Parliamentarian has advised
me. is the only certificale of vote from
thal State thal purporls to he a return
from the State and that has annexed Lo
it a cerlificate from the State pur-
porting to appoint or ascertain elec-
Lors.
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Senator BLUNT. Mr. Presidenl. the
certificate of the elecloral vote of the
State of North Carolina seems Lo he
regular in form and authentic. and it
appears therefrom thal Donald J.
Trump of the State of Florida received
15 votes for President and MICHAEL R.
PENCE of Lhe Stale of Lniliana received
15 voles for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any ohjections to counling the certifi-
cate of vote of Lthe State of North Caro-
lina ihat the teller has verified appears
10 be regular in form and authentic?
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There was no objeclion.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this ¢ertificate from Noirth Da-
kota. Lhe Parliamentarian has advised
me. is the only certificate of vole from
thal State, and purports to be a return
from the State and that has annexed Lo
il a certificate of an authority of the
State purporting Lo appoinl and ascer-
tain electors.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. President. the
certificale of the electoral vote of the
Stale of North Dakota seems Lo be reg-
ular ir form and authentic, and it ap-
pears therefrom that Donald J. Trump
of the State of Florida received 3 voles
for President and MICHARL R. PENCE of
lhe Slate of Indiana received 8§ votes
for Vice President,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections Lo counting Lhe cerlifi-
cale of vote of the State of North Da-
kota that the teller has verified as reg-
ular and authentie?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none., Lhe certificate from Ohic. the
Parliamentarian has advised. is the
only certificate of vote from Lhal
State, and purports to he a return from
the State and that has annexed Lo il a
certificate of an authority of the State
purporting to appoinl or ascertain elec-
Lors.

Senalor KLOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
dent. the certificalte of the elecloral
vote of the Stale of Ohio seems Lo he
regular in form and authentic. and it
appears lherefrom thal Donald J.
Trump of the State of Florida received
18 votes for President and MICTIAEL R.
PENCE of the Stale of Indiana receivedl
18 votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to counting the certifi-
cale of vote of the State of Ohio Lhat
the teller has werified is regular in
form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from Oklahoma.
the Parliamentarian has advised. is the
only certificate of vote from that
State, and purports to he a return from
the Stale and Lhat has annexed to it a
certificate of an authority of the SlLate
purporting Lo appoint or ascertain elec-
Lors,

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of 1llinois. Mr.
President. the cerlificate of Lthe elec-
toral vote of the Stale of Oklahoma
seems 10 be regular in form and au-
thentic. and it appears therefl'om that
Donald J. Trump of the State of Flor-
ida received 7 votes for President and
MICHAEL R. PENCE of Lhe State of Indi-
ana received 7 votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Arve there
any ohjeclions lo counting the certifi-
cate of vole of the State of Oklahoma
that the teller has verified to be reg-
ular in form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, Lhis certificale from Oregon, the
Parliamenlarian has advised. is the
only cerlificate of vole from thal State
that puwrports Lo he a return {rom (he
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Stale and that has a certificate of au-
thorily from the Stale annexed Lo il to
appoint and ascertain electors.

Senater BLUNT. Mr. President. Lhe
certificate of the electoral vote of Lhe
State of Oregon seems Lo he regular in
form and authenlic. and it appears
therefrom that Joseph R. Biden. Jr., of
the State of Delaware received T voles
Jor President and KaMaLA D. HARRIS of
the Stale of California received T voles
for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Lhere
any objections to counting the certifi-
cale of vote of the State of Oregon that
the teller has verified as regular in
form and authentic?

There was no cobjection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this cerlificate from the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania., the Par-
liamenlarian has advised. is the only
certificate of vole from Lhal Stale Lhal
puwrports to be a return from Lhe State
and that has annexed Lo il a vertificate
from an authority of the Slale pur-
porting lo appoint and ascerlain elec-
Lors.

Ms, LOFGREN. Mr. President., Lhe
certificale of the electoral votle of Lhe
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania seems
1o be regular in form and authentic.
and it appears therefrom that Joseph
R. Biden. Jr.. of the Slate of Delaware
received 20 voles for Presidenl and
KaMaLa D. HARRIS of Lhe State of Cali-
fornia received 20 voles for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. For what
purpose does the genileman from Penn-
sylvania rise?

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Presidenl. sadly.
but resolutely, I object to the electoral
votes of my beloved Comuncnwealth of
Pennsylvania on the grounds of mul-
tiple constitutional infraclions that
they were not under all of the known
circumstances regularly given: and on
Lhis occasion. I have a written obhjec-
lion signed by a Senator and 80 Mem-
hers of the House of Representatives.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is the objec-
tion in wriling and signed by a Sen-
ator?

Mr, PERRY. Yes, Mr. Vice President.
it is.

The VICE PRESIDENT. An objection
presented in writing and signed by bolh
a Representalive and a Senator com-
plies with Lhe law. chapter 1 of title 3.
United States Code.

The Clerk will report the objeclion.

The Clerk read the objection as fol-
lows:

JARTARY 7. 2021,

We. a United States Senator and Members
of the House of Representalives. object Lo
the counting of the electoral votes of Lhe
State of Pennsvlvania on the ground that
they were not. under all of the kEnown cir-
cumstances. regularly given,

J0sH HAWLEY.
[("nited States Senator.
SCOTT PERRY.
Member of Congiiss.,
MEMDERS OF CONGRFSS

Mo Brooks AT, 5. Mike Kelly PA 18, John
Jovee PA 13, Fred Keller PA 12, Scoll Perry
PA 10. Glenn Thompson PA 15, Jim Jordan
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OH 4, Than Meuser PA 89, Clay Higuins LA 3,
Tom Rice SC 7. Yvelte Herrell NM 2. Alex-
ander Mooney WV 2, Andy Bixus AZ 5. John
W. Rese TN 6, W, Greg Steube FL- 17, Madl-
son Cawthorn NC 11. Bill Posey FL-8. Jelf
Duncvan SC 3. Brian Babin TX 368, Louie Goh-
mert TX-1.

Brian J. Mast FL 18. Warren Davidson OOH
8. Andy Harris MD 1, Doug Lamhorn CO 5.
Kat Cammack FL 3. Tracey Mann KS 1. Bob
Good VA §, Adrian Smith NE 3. Billy Long
MO 7. Jack Bergman MI 1. Michael Cloud
TX-27. Byron Donalds FL 18. Rick Crawford
AR 1, Roger Williams TX 25. Bob Gibbs OH
7. Ruse Fuleher ID 1. Richard Hudson NC 8.
Ted Budd NC 13. Barry Moore AL 2. Lee
Zeldin NY 1,

Jake LaTurner s 2. David Rouzer NC 7.
Jason Smith MO 8. Lauren Boehert (O 3.
Paul A, Gosar AZ 4, Chuvk Fleischmann TN
3. Tim Burchett TN 2, Chris Jacobs NY 27,
Bill Johusson OH 6. Andrew 8. Clyvde GA 8,
Lance Gooden TX 5. Randy Feenstra 1A 4.
Mary E. Miller IL-15. Diana Harshbarger TN
1. Mark E. Green TN 7. Ron Estes K$-4. Neal
Dunn FL 2. Ronny Jackson TX 13, Blise
Stelanik NY 21. Ralph Norman 5C 3.

Joe Wilson SC 2. Vieky Hartzler MO 4,
Sceott  DesJarlais TN-4. Marforie Taylor
Greens GA 14. Doug LaMalfa CA 1. Jefl Van
Drew NJ 2. Ben Cllne VA 6. Michael D. Rog-
ers AL 8. Markwavne Mullin OK 2, Jelf Dun-
can 8C 3, Pat Fallon TX 4, Brad R. Wenstrup
OH 2. August Plluger TX 11, Roh Wittman
VA 1, Svotl Franklin FL 15, David Kustolf
TN 8, Sam Graves MO 6. Malt Gaetz FL 1.
Randy K. Weber TX 14,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Lhere
further objections Lo the certificale
from the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania?

There was no ohjection.

The VICE PRESIDENT.
hears none,

The two Houses will withdraw from
joinl session. BEach House will delib-
erate separately on the pending objec-
tion and report its decision hack to the
joint session,

The Senate will now
Chamber.

The Senate retired to its Chamber.
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The SPEAKER. Pursuant Lo Senate
Concurrent Reselution 1 and section 17
of Litle 3. United States Code. when Lhe
lwo Houses withdraw from the joint
session to counl the elecloral vote for
separate consideration of objection. a
Representative may speak Lo the objec-
tion for 5 minutes and nol more than
once, Debate shall nol exceed 2 hours,
after which Lhe Chair shall put the
gquestion. Shall the objeclion be agreed
to?

The Clerk will report the objeclion
made in the joinl session.

The Clerk read the ohjection as {ol-
lows;

The Chair

retire to its

JANTVARY T. 2021,
We. a United States Senator and Members
of the House ol Represenlatives, object 1o
Lhe counting of the electoral voles of the
Stale of Pennsylvania on the ground that
Lhey were naol, under all of the known cir-
cumstances, regularly given.
JosH HAWLEY
Undled States Senalto .
SCOTT PEREY.
Mewbey of Congress.
MEMREK® OF CONGRESS
Mo Brooks AL 5. Mike Kelly PaA 16. -John
Jovee PA 13, Fred Keller PA 120 Scott Perry
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PA 10. Glenn Thompson PA 15 Jim Jordan
OH 4. Dan Meuspr PA 8§ Clay Hispins LA 3.
Tom Rive 8C 7. Yvette Herrell NM 2. Alex-
ander Mooney WV 2. Andy Bipzs AZ 6, John
W, Rose TN 6. W, Greg Steube FL 17, Madi-
zon Cawthorn NC 11. Bill Posey FL 8. Jell
Duncan SC 3. Brian Babin TX 36, Louie Goh-
mert TX 1.

Brian .J. Maust FL- 18, Warren Davidson OH
8. Andy Harris MD-1. Doug Lamborn CO 3.
Kal Commack FL 3. Tracey Mann K$ 1. Boh
Gool VA 5. Adrian Smith NE 3, Billy Long
MO 7. Jack Bergman MI 1. Michael Cloud
TX 27. Byron Donalds FL-18. Rick Crawlord
AR 1. Roger Williams TX-25, Bolb Gibbs OH
7. Russ Fulvher ID 1. Richard Hudson NC 8.
Ted Budd NC I3, Bairy Moore AL 2. Lee
Zeldin NY 1,

Jake LaTurner K8 2, David Rouzer NC 7.
Jason Smith MO 8, Lavren Boebert CO 3,
Paul A. Gosar AZ 4. Chuck Fleischmann TN
3. Tim Burchett TN 2, Chris Jacobs NY 27,
Bill Johnson OH 6. Andrew S. Clyde GA 5.
Lanve Cooden TX 5, Randy Feenstra [4 1
Mary E, Miller IL 15, Diana Haishbarger TN
1, Mark E. Green TN 7, Ron Estes KS 4. Neal
Dunn FL 2. Romny Jackson TX 18, Elise
Stefanik NY 21. Halph Norman SC-5.

Joe Wilson 8C 2. Vicky Havtzler MO 4.
scotl  DesdJarlais TN 4. Marjorie Taylor
Greene GA 14, Doug LaMalla CA 1. Jeff Van
Drew NJ 2, Ben Cline VA 6. Michael D. Rog-
ers AL-3, Markwayne Mullin OK 2. Pal
Fallon TX 4. Brad R. Wenstrup OH 2. August
Plluger TX 11. Rob Wittman VA 1, Scolt
Franklin FL 15. David Kustofl TN 8. Sam
Graves MO 6. Matt Gaetz FL 1. Randy K,
Weber T'X 14.

The SPEAKER. The Chair will en-
deavor Lo alternate recognition he-
tween Members speaking in support of
the obhjection and Members speaking in
opposilion Lo the objection.

The Chalr recognizes Lhe gentleman
from Pennsylvania (My. PRRRY) for 5
minutes.

Mr. PERRY. Madam Speaker. this s
a somber day for the delfense of the
Constitution. You see, the Constitution
is just a piece of paper. It cannot de-
fend itself. That is why our leaders
swear an oath to uphold and defend Lhe
Constitution. and that is what I am
doing here this evening.

The Constitution states: ~The times.
places. and manner of holding elections

. shall be prescribed . . . by the leg-
islature”"—not the courts. not the Gov-
ernor. not Llhe secretary of state or
other bureaucrats or elecled officials.
Lhe legislature.

In Pennsgylvania. the supreme court
unilaterally extended the deadline for
hallots Lo 3 days after the election.
They aclually wanted 10. The supreme
court is not the legislature. The su-
preme court mandaled un-postmarked
hallots to be received, destroying Lhe
validily of all the votes that were cast
timely.

The supreme court action defied Lhe
law, the legislature. and the will of the
people.

The supreme court authorized the
use of drop boxes, where ballot har-
vesting could ovcur. The legislature
never authorized thal form of voting,
and the courl had absolutely no right
Lo do so.

Responding Lo the secretary of stale,
Kathy Boockvar, the supreme court
ruled that mail-in ballols need not au-
thenticate signatures,
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Once again, the court not gnly defied
the Constitution and the will of the
peonle, bul hy g0 doing. Lhey vrealed a
separale class of volers, Lhereby vio-
laling Lhe Equal Protection Clause pre-
scribed in the Constitution.

How can we have Lwe legally sepa-
rate classes of voters? Yet. the court
made il o, not Lhe legislature.

The Constitution doesn’t mention
the court when determining Lhe Lime.
place. and manner of elections hecause
they are nol authorized to make those
decisions. Yet. they did it.

And the U.S8. Supreme Court has ve-
fused to hear the case, denying the evi-
denve and denving the demands for jus-
tice from Lhe people of Pennsylvania
and America.

These aren’t my opinions. These
aren't partisan viewpoints. These are
irrefutable facts,

Six days before the election. guid-
ance emailed from the secretary of
stale reguired that the counties shall
nol pre-canvass or canvass any mail-in
or civilian absentee ballots received he-
Lween 8 o'clock Tuesday and 5 o'clovk
Friday and that they musl be kept sep-

aralely. That was 6 days belore the
election.
Madam Speaker. 2 days before the

election. counties received new guid-
ance from the secretary of state, in-
forming counties that Lhey shall can-
vass segreyated absentee and mail-in
ballots as soon as possible upon re-
ceipt.

The secretary of state is nol elecled
by the people. She is nol a member of
Lhe legislalure. Yet. she. and she alone.
delermined the time and manner of
elections. That was unconstitutional.

In defiance of a U.S. Supreme Court
order thal all ballots received afler
election day be segregated. Lhe sec-
retary of state knew. once they were
canvassed, that is opened and ¢ommin-
gled with all the other ballols. they
would be counted with all the rest.

And what is the remedy for this defi-
ance. for this lawhreaking? So far. the
courl has decided Lhere is no remedy.
There is no penalty for this lawless-
ness, this dilution of lawfully casl
voles, this defiance of the Constitu-
tion—no remedy. When the State legis-
lature requested Lhe Governor to con-
vene a special session Lo address the
unanswered guestions and LIy to pro-
vide a remedy. he refused.

When votes are accepted under un-
constitutional means withoul fair and
squal protection for all, the only resull
can be an illeritimate outcome—ille-
witimalte,

The votlers did nol creale Lhis mess.
but Lhe will of the people is absolutely
Dheing subverlted by the deliberate and
willful actions of individuals defying
their oath. the law, and Lhe Constitu-
tion,

In Pennsylvania, we use the Slale-
wide Uniform Registry of Eleclors, or
SURE, system as Lhe basis of deter-
mining who can vote. Unfortunately. a
recent attempted audit by the Demo-
cral State auditor general councluded
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thal he was unable to establish with
any degree of reasonable assurance
thal the SURE system iz secure and
Lthat Pennsvlvania voler regislralion
records are complete and aceurale.

That is whal we are relying on. Thal
righl there. This is the very same sSys-
tem used to certify the eleclion in the
contest for President of the Uniled
States. Thig is the very same system
that the Stale used lo certify the 2020
election. even Lhough its figures do not
match more than half of Pennsylva-
nia's 67 counlies.

To this day. right now. while we
stand here. how van this election be
certified using a system Lhat after 2
months still displays thal over 205.00¢
more votes were c¢ast in Pennsylvania
than people who voted in the November
election? Letl me say that avain; 203.000
more voles than volers.

Mr. NEGUSE. Madam Speaker, 1 rise
in opposition to the objection.

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from
Colorado is recognized for 5§ minutes.

Mr. NEGUSE. Madam Speaker. Lo my
colleague from Pennsylvania, I will say
this: 1 carry the same Constitution
thal you do. And the Constitulion. sir.
does not allow vou. me, or any Member
of this body to substilule our judgment
for Lhal of Lhe American people, It does
not allow us Lo disregard the will of the
American people. Because under this
Constitution. under our Constitution.
Congress doesn't choose the President.
The American people do. And they
have chosen in resounding numbers, as
every single Member of Lhis body well
understands.

Madam Speaker. I have been al a loss
to explain whatl happened today. hut
there is a statement that I found that
largely summarized my thoughts on
the matter.

“The scenes of mayhem unfolding at
the seat of our Nation's government”
are a ‘sickening and heartbreaking
sight. This is how election resulls are
disputed in a banana republic, not our
democratic Republic. I amm appalled by
the reckless hehavior of some political
leaders since the election and by the
lack of respect shown today for our in-
stitutions. our traditions. and our law
enforcement. The wviolent assaull on
the Capitol. and the disruplion of a
constitutionally mandated meeting of
Congress. was undertaken by people
whose passions have Deen inflamed hy
falsehoods and false hopes. Insurrec-
tion could do grave damage to our Na-
tion and our repulation,

»In the United States of America. it
is the fundamental responsibility of
every palriotic citizen to support the
rule of law., To Lhose who are dis-
appeinted in the results of the election:
Our country is more important lhan
the polities of the moment.”
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Those are nol my words. Those are
the words of former Republican Presi-
dent George W, Bush.

To my celleagues, 1L s after mid-
night lonight. 11 has been a long day
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for our country. 4 long day for our Re-
public.

Lel us dispense with this. Lel's do
the right thing, Let's honor our oalh.
Let's certify the resulls. and lel’s get
back Lo the work of the American peo-
ple.

Madam Speaker. 1 vield Lo the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. LoOF-
GREN!.

Ms. LOFGREN. Madam Spealker. our
duty Loday is significant but straight-
forward, We must count the voles of
the electors as casl in the electoral
college and announce the results.

As discussed. our roles and respon-
sibilities are established by the Con-
stitulion and Federal law. and they are
clear. The facts hefore us are also
clear. Pennsylvania submitied one
slate of electors. as chosen by the vol-
ers of the State. The slate was certified
according to State law, Now those law-
ful resulls musl he counted and an-
nounced.

Despile disinformation and any num-
ber of false claims that you may have
heard, including here today. as former
Atlorney General Barr said; “We have
nol seen fraud on a scale thal could
lhave effected a different outcome in
the election.”

This is not simply a conclusory
statement. The results of the eleclion
have heen litigated, The record is
clear: The lawsuils challenging the
election results failed. They failed he-
cause Lhere is simply no evidence to
support these haseless claims.

Now, it is one thing Lo tweet a belief,
guite another to provide actual evi-
dence. These cases falled because there
is no evidence, Judges ruled in the law-
suits that the 2020 election was sound,

It should come ag no surprise that
Republican officehclders have recog-
nized the eleclion results as legitimate
and accuralely determined in an elec-
tion that was conducled safely. se-
curely, and with inlegrily.

We all take an oath Lo support and
defend the Conslilulion. As we near
the end of the task before us. lel's re-
member the bheginning of the Constitu-
tion, Befors Article II and the 12th
Amendment. which spell out the elec-
toral college, and bhefore Article T,
which creales Congress, the Constitu-
tion begins with the preamble. The pre-
amble is short and bold: “We the peo-
ple.”

The people spoke in histeric num-
bers. Their votes have heen counted.
Their cheice is ¢lear. It is time. as the
law reguires. to announce the slate of
the people’s vate,

The violence and disorder inflicted
on ouyr democracy by sedilious riolers
today is an indication of why adher-
ence Lo our Constilution is so vilal.

1 urge all of us to stand up for law.
for democracy. for our Constitution.
and to stand up for America and reject
Lhis objection.

Mpr, MEUSER, Madam Speaker. 1 rise
to support the objection.

The SPEAKER. The wentleman from
Pennsvlvania is recognized for 5 min-
utes.
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Mr. MEUSER, Madam Speaker. a day
that was intended to debate Lhe impor-
tance of election integrily and the rule
of law tragically became a day Lhat
will be a black mark in our Nalion's
history. Nevertheless, the work of Lhis
House must go on. as America will go
on.

We must all sincerely thank the Cap-
itol Police and Metro Police for their
selfless actions today. puiting their
safety and lives on the line Lo protect
this House, The lawlessness and vio-
lence of Loday musl be condemned. jusl
as all viclent protests musi be con-
demned.

Nevertheless. the facl remains, a
large number of Pennsylvanians are
enormously frustrated wilh actions
Laken by elected and appointed offi-
cials in Pennsylvania, which have led
Lo a high level of distrust for this past
eleclion.

We have the United States Constitu-
tion, which is the reason we have heen
and will conlinue Lo be a greal country
and a counlry of laws.

The U.S. Constitulion is unambig-
uous, Madam Speaker, in declaring
that State legislatures are the entity
with the authority to setl election pro-
cedures and Lo enact any changes Lo
election law. Article 1. Section 1.
Clause 1 stales: ' The limes. places. and
manner of holding elections . . . shall
be prescribed in each Stale hy the leg-
islature thereof,”

The authority of election procedures
lies with the State legislature. period.

In Pennsylvania, this authority was
indispulably usurped by the Pennsyl-
vania Governor's office. by the Penn-
svlvania secrelary of state. and by the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court.

These unlawful actions include, but
are nol limited to, accepling ballots
past 8 p.m. on election day; Incon-
sistent application of verified signa-
Lure requirements for in-person ballols
versus mail-in ballots: authorizing Lhe
curing of mail-in ballots wilh less than
24 hours’ npotice. leading to incon-
sistenl preparedness belween counties:
and authorizing the use of unsecured
drop boxes. which is nol permitied in
statute.

If such unlawful actions are to he ac-
cepled. what do we have Lo look for-
ward to next year? The Pennsylvania
secrelary of slale allowing online vot-
ing hecause it may be raining in Phila-
delphia? It was a free-for-all.

Madam Speaker, il was back in 2005
when then-Minority Leader PELOSIL
while leading 31 Democrals as they ob-
jected Lo the Presidential elector cer-
tificalion. as Lhey did in Lhe last three
Presidential elections when a Repub-
lican won, stated quite well, actually:

The Members of Congress have
brought this challenge and are speak-
ing up for their aggrieved constituents,
many of whom have been disenfran-
chised in this process. This is their
only opportunity to have Lhis debale
while Lhe country is listening. and it is
appropriate 1o do so.

Thank you for those words, Madam
Speaker. They were appropriale then.
as they are now,
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If Lhere is an American ideal that all
cilizens. regardless of parly affiliation,
can agree upon. it is thal we must have
election integrity. We should nol cer-
tify these eleclors. which were derived
Ly unlawful actions and a result of in-
accurate vote tallies.

Madam Speaker, 1 vield the remain-
der of my lime Lo the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE).

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, 1 rise in support of the objec-
tion.

Tonight. my heart is heavy as we
consider the dark acts that transpired
in this Chamber today. Bul. Madam
Speaker. the American people can be
assured thal violenlL and iiralional at-
Lacks on Lhis body cannot derail the
consbitulional responsibility that lies
in front of us.

This has always been about uphold-
ing the law, Il has always been about
protecling governmment of. by, and for
the people. Preserving the rule of law
is more important than ever.

We muel acknowledge Lhal unconsti-
lutional acls unduly impacled the
Presidential eleclion in Pennsylvania.
Contrary Lo law, the supreme court ex-
tended the deadline for mail-in hallots
for 3 days bheyond the election day.
Contrary Lo law. the secretary ol the
Commonwealth discarded mail-in bal-
lot signature wverification safeguards.
These leaders Llook advantage of a
deadly pandemic and seized the State
legislature's rightful authority.

I took an oath Lo uphold the law and
defend the Constitulion. I pledged Lo
protect free and fair elections. I can-
not, in good {aith. certify electlors Lhat
were selected under an unlawful proc-
ess,

I will objecl: Lo the electoral college
certification to protect Lhe will of
Pennsylvania voters. to uphold the
law. te restore trust in our electoral
system, and, ultimalely, to save our
Constlitulion.

Al Gettysburg., which Is in my dis-
trict., President Abraham Lincoln
spoke about the great task of ensuring
government by, of, and for the people
shall nol perish {rom Lhe Earth.

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Madam Speaker, 1 rise in opposi-
tion.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Madam Speaker. nearly 7 mil-
lion Pennsylvanians showed up Lo vole
in the 2020 elections. They casl their
voles for Democrats and Republicans
up and down the ballol. including the
entirte U.S. House delegation., the en-
tire State house, half of the Stale sen-
ate. and other State and local races.

Since the election, there have heen
allegations of widespread election
fraud in Pennsylvania: bul. remark-
ably. Lhe 20 suils filed by the Trump
campaign, Pennsylvanla Republicans.
and olhers challenging Lhe resulls in
Pennsylvania have never claimed that
there was voler frand,
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Perhaps (hat is because allorneys
could lose their livenses when they
make unsubstantiated claims in court.
That is where the rubber really meets
the road,

So if these lawsuils didn’t claim elec-
Lion fraud. what did they claim?

Most of the legal challenges Lo the
Presidential election in Pennsylvania
question relatively small numbels of
ballots thal were allegedly tainted by
lechnical vielations., Even assuming
thal all of these hallots had heen cast
for Joe Biden. throwing them oul
wouldn't have changed the result of the
eleclion.

Now. one exceplion is Lhe Iawsuil
filed by one of our colleagues from
Pennsylvania. Kelly v. Commonwealll.
which would have Lhrown out all the
mail-in votes cast in the 2020 general
election on Lhe grounds that Act 77. Lhe
State law allowing Lhose voles, was un-
constitulional. That suit would have
disenfranchised 2%: million Pennsylva-
nians. Lel’s lel that sink in. 21 million
Pennsylvanians would have had their
voles nullified,

Now. I want to provide my colleagues
with some background aboul the State
law at the leart of this challenge. In
2019. the Republican-controlled Stale
legiglature approved Act 77. a hipar-
Lisan bill to reform the State's eleclion
laws. which instituted no-excuse mail
balloting. Act 77 was supported almosl
unanimously by Republicans in the
Siate House and State Senale. In factl.
it was unanimous in Lthe Slale Senale
and all but two Republicans in the
State House.

Moreover. once Lhis Act was passed,
Acl 77 had a 120-day period where chal-
lenges could be filed against Lthe Act il
people thoughl it was unconstitu-
lional. Well. 4 months went by, nobody
files a challenge, On June 3. Pennsyl-
vania had btheir primary under this new
system. Nobody challenged the pri-
mary eleclion. It was only challenged
in November, when Republicans didn’t
el the result they wanted at the tap of
the ticket. Not surprisingly. this case
was dismissed by the Pennsylvania Su-
preme Court and an appeal to the U.5.
Supreme Court was denied.

Anolher exception is Texas v. Penn-
sylvania. They asked the court Lo re-
jecl the resulls ef the Pennsylvania
Presidential contest in Pennsylvania
and several other Stales,
disenfranchising tens of millions of the
voters. Sevenr Republican meinbers of
the Pennsylvania U.S. House delega-
lion signed the U.S. House Republican
brief in support of Texas v. Pennsyl-
rania.

While I feel compelled to point oul to
my colleagues thal Llhe same voters
who sent them to the 117Tth Congress
casl their voles for Lhe President hy
marking lthe very same ballots, which
were read by the very same ballotl scan-
ners and monitored by the very same
clection workers. Yet our colleagues
who signed the brief only want Lo in-
validate the Presidential votes. This is
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illogical and incousistent. colleauues.
and I am pleased 1o nete thal the Su-
preme Court rejected it as well.

The facl is, the election has received
unprecedented scrutiny in the courts. T
helisve it is irresponsible and undemo-
vralic Lo argue today that the U.S.
Congress ought Lo relitigale the 2020
Presidentlial eleclion and second-guess
the will of the wvoterz in multiple
States. lhe decisions of numerous
Stale and Federal courts, including the
Supreme Court. and the counts and re-
counts conducted by State election of-
ficials.

There were 20 lawsuils filed in Penn-
sylvania challenging aspects of the
Presidential election. In 19 of them you
2ol laughed out of court. The one case
you won affected roughly 100 votes. Joe
Biden and KAMALA HARRIS wowr by over
80.000.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsvlvania.
Madam Speaker. I rise Lo support the
objeclion,

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from
Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I rise this evening
wilh a heavy heart. The violence Lhal
occurred todayv al the U.8. Capitol was
senseless, destructive. and counter to
our American values,

This past Sunday. each Member of
Lhis body Look an oalh Lo uphold the
United Stales ConsLitution, And while
Lthe path of leasl resistance, particu-
larly following today's events, would
he Lo remain silent, my oath Lo uphold
the Constitulion does not permit me to
maintain silence.

While syvslemic voter {raud was not
something proven. we witnessed a sys-
Lemic failure in Lhe applicalion of
Pennsylvania’s voting law when il
comes Lo the 2020 general election.

In late 2019. the Commonwealth re-
visited and modernized its election law
with the bipartisan Act 77. Granled, in
lale 2019. the Commonweallh's legisla-~
ture did nol have Lhe foresight to an-
ticipate how CQVID-19 would present
challenges Lo voling. Despile Lhat. it is
not. up Lo the Governor. Lhe secretary
of the Commonwealth, nor Lhe Slate
supreme court Lo unilalerally create
law.

The eleclion abuses to Pennsylvania
Act 77 taken by the Pennsylvania exec-
utive hranch and upheld by the Penn-
sylvania judicial branch were clearly
unconstitutional and had an chvious. if
nol major, impact on the 2020 election.
particularly when it comes Lo the clti-
zens' faith in the elecloral process.

Irregularities in Pennsylvania in-
cluded: Uneven application of the law:
ballol curing; ignoring signalure vali-
dation reguirements: using unsecured
drop boxes: accepting ballots beyond
the {deadlines: and interfering with cer-
Lified poll watcher access, among olli-
ers,

These actions were laken by Lhe
Commonwealth's Governor and sec-
retary of slale where the Pennsylvania
Supreme Cour{ c¢ircumvented Lhe au-
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thority of the State legislalure. Fur-
Lthermore. the chiel law officer of Lhe
Commonweallh sat idly while Lhis
process unfolded.

Now, T joined many of my colleaguss
in Pennsylvania requesting Lhe legisla-
Lors in Harrishurg conducl an inves-
Ltigation and audit to ensure such negz-
ligence will be prevented in fulure elec-
tions.

I have serious concerns about how
these irregularities in Lthe applicalion
of the Commonweallh’s eleclion laws
will play in future elections. Only wilh
equal applicalion of law will Lthe volers
of the Commonwealth of Pannsylvania
have certainlty in Lheir election proc-
68868,

Now. 1 remain commitied to ensuring
Lthe volers receive an electoral system
they deserve and where equal applica-
tion of law is guaranteed. If our elec-
tion integrity is compromised. we have
failed the very volers who have sent us
here Lo defend the Constitulion.

Madam Speaker, [ yield Lo Lhe gen-
tleman {rom Maryland (Mr. HARRIS).

Mr., HARRIS., Madam Speaker. [
ithank Lhe gentleman for yielding,

The oath I took is very simple.
Madam Speaker. vou administered it,
It is to wmupport and defend Lhe Con-
stitulion.

Now, as you walk back Lo Lhe office
huildings. vou will walk by Lhat wall
that has when Lhe various States ac-
cepted Lhal Constitution. Hemember.
when a Stale accepts Lhe Constitution.
il agrees to accepl every part of Lhe
Conslitution, 1t doesn’t gel Lo pick and
choose.

Pennsylvania was Lhere when il was
written, They were so enthusiaslic
about the Conslitution. they approved
it in 1787.

My State. Maryland. is a litlle fu-
ther down the wall, 1788. They were
there when il was written.

The clause Lhat gave the legislalure
ithe power over Lhe elections was there
when Lhey accepted it. IL has heen
there since. How dare Lhe judicial
branch or the executive branch of that
State usurp the legislative authority,
That is a clear violation of the Con-
stitution.

Now. we heard there is no evidence.

Evidence?

The Pennsylvania Supreme Courl
unilaterally extended the deadline to
receive absentee and mail-in hallols.

Does anybody contest that over here?
Does it say the legislalure did that?

No. it doesn'i. Il says the court did
it.

That is a violation. That is what Lhe
Texas lawsuit was all aboul. We dis-
advantage other States when Slates
like Pennsylvania. the execulive
hranch and judicial branch. cheal on
Lhe Constitution: and Lthal is what they
did here.

Bul there is more evidence, Bul wait.
there is more. The Democrat secretary
of the Commonwealth eroded integrity
by dismissing signature authenlication
on a hallot.

Does anyone here helieve the Penn-
svlvania legislature would have agreed
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10 create a separate system for mail-in
hallots and in-person hallots? That if
vou mail it in. you don’t need a signa-
ture? Butl if you vole in person. you do
and it has to he authenticated?

Of course not. The legislature clearly
wouldn’t have agreed to lhat. Bul lhat
didn't stop the usurpation of constitu-
tional authority.

Madam Chair, I vigorously support
this objection. and 1 include in the
REcorD Lhe objeclion to counting the
elecloral votes for the State of Arizona
additional signers.

OBJECTION TO COTINTING TIE ELECTORAL
VOTES FOR THE STATE OF ARTZONA
ADDITIONAL SIGNERS

Jefl Duncan 8¢ 3

Matt Gaetz FL 1
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Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Madam Speaker, I rise in opposgi-
tion,

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 min-
utes,

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsy1-
vania. Madam Speaker, Lonight, we
will not be picking the Presideni, for
the people did that on November 3.
Rather. tonight, in this House. we will
decide whelher American democracy
survives., Lel us be under no illusicn.
These are Lhe stakes. IT this objection
succeeds and Lhe will of 7 million Penn-
gyvlvania voters is casL aside, it will be
the end of our representative democ-
racy.

Now. there is no reasonable debate
about whal happened in this election in
Pennsylvania. Seven million Penn-
svlvanians voted. Joe Biden won by
over 81.000 votles. This was certified in
67 counlies by bipartizan local-elected
officials., including Republicans. And
every single court. whether Lhe judge is
a Democrat or a Republican. has re-
affirmed this oulcome.

The objectors., however, claim we do
not know the will of the people hecause
the election in Pennsylvania was some-
how conducled corruptly. Much of
their objection cenlers around the
State law passed in 2019 known as Act
77 that gives volers the option of ex-
panded mail-in voling. Objeclors are
alleging thal this law was somehow a
brilliant plot by Democrals to dis-
advantage Republicans and rig elec-
tigns. This is laughable.

Here are the facts. Act 77 was a Re-
publican-led effort in a Republican-
controlled legislalure. Literally. every
single Republican in Lhe Pennsylvania
Senalte voted for it. And in the state-
house, the vole amonyg Republicans was
105-2.

Here is whatl the Republican speaker
of the Pennsylvania House had Lo say
aboul Act 77: This bill does nol benefit
one party or Lhe other or any one can-
(didale or single election. It serves lo
presepve Lhe intesrity of every election
and 1ift the voice of every voler in the
Commonwealth,

So Lhere is no question as 1o the
facts surrounding this eleclion, They
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are as clear as they are overwhehning.
The only queslion thal remains iz this:
Will this House reaffirm our fidelily Lo
our democracy. or will we end it?

1 must concede. Madam Speaker. 1
have been naive ahoul one subject. I al-
wavs  juslt assumed our democracy
would naturally endure. almost as if it
was predestined. 1 naver even ques-
tioned it untlil the last several years.

Two cenluries ago. one of our IFFound-
ing Fathers cautioned against this no-
tion, John Adams wrote. “Remember,
democracy never lasts long. Il soon
wastes, exhausls. and murders itseld,
There was never a democracy vet thal
did not. commit suicide.™

T now realize the wisdom of his
words, Never again will I take for
granted owr democracy. IL must he
jealously defended by every generalion,
Always.

Bul. Madam Speaker. despite the
alarm, 1 feel that our democracy has
heen brought to this breaking point. as
we have seen today. Nonetheless. I still
maintain hope,

Growing up in Philadelphia. raised in
an  immigrant family. 1 was often
brought down to wvisit the historic
sights. Every sunnmner. withoul fajl. we
would spend a day seeing Independence
Hall, Congress Hall. the Liberty Bell.

It. was at Independence Hall where
our Nation was declared free and our
Constitution born. At the Constitu-
tional Convenlion. Lhe oldest and most
widely accomplished delegate was Ben-
jamin Franklin., one of our greatest
Founding Fathers and my city's great-
est citizen.

On the final day. as the last delegates
were signing the Constitution. Frank-
lin pointed to the painted Sun on the
hack of the Convention chair. Observ-
ing the painters had found it difficult
Lo distinguish a rising Sun from a set-
Ling Sun. Franklin went on to say:

I have often, during the course of Lhls ses-
sion, looked at that Sun without being able
to tell whether 1L was rising or setting. But
now. at length, I have the happiness Lo know
it is a rising Sun.

Madam Speaker. on a day like Loday,
when a mob has stormed the Capilol,
and some Members are threatening Lhe
core of our democracy, il can be hard
to tell whether for American democ-
racy the Sun is rising or setiing, Butl 1
maintain my faith that tonight, Ly an
overwheliming bipartisan majority in
Congress, we will uphold the will of
“We the People.” and our democracy
will live,

Mrs. GREENE of Georgia. Madam
Speaker. I rise Lo support Lhe objec-
Lion.

The SPEAEKER. The genllewoman
from Georgia is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. GREENE of Georgia. I would
like to point out that all Lhe cases thal
hhave heen thrown out have been
Lhrown out on standing. not the evi-
dence of voter fraud, I would also like
Lo point outl the same people who. for 4
vears. have failed to find a shred of evi-
dence 1o conviet President Trump of
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Russian collusion are the same people
lrying Lo discredit hardworking Amer-
ican poll watchers who are risking per-
jury by signing affidavits confirming
massive voter fraund in multiple Stales.

The same fake news who took Lhe
word of Christine Blasey Ford against
Justice Kavanaugh, who her own
friends denied happeued. also dismissed
the sworn under penalty of perjury ac-
counts from people who witnessed the
election fraud.

The same fact-checkers who Lold you
that Dominion machines weren't con-
nected to the internel and couldn’t he
hacked are Lhe samie people telling yvou
that there has heen no voter fraud and
no violations of election law, But it has
heen proven that these machines are
connected and that Lheyv can be hacked.

We have lheard repeatedly argued
that objecting to these ballols is un-
constitutional and violates the rights
of Stale legislatures. They would rath-
or us affirm fraud and pass the buck
back to States rather than following
the process Madison. Hamilton. Jeffer-
son, and the Framers of the Constitu-
tion designed.

When States fail to do their job, we
are Lhe last line of defense. Congress is
here for Lhis exact situnation. We are
here 1o be the fail-safe when States
refuse Lo protect the people’s votes.

By objecting today. we are lelling
the thousands of witnesses who signed
affidavils that we have their back. and
we will not allow local officials who
violate their own election laws Lo sleal
this election from those who lawflully
voted.

1 yield Lo the gentleman from Seulh
Carolina (M, NORMAN).

Mr, NORMAN. Madam Speaker. I rise
today to support the foundalion of our
democracy, the Conslitulion of Lhe
United States of America. This docu-
ment is the fabric and the solid founda-
tion of a nalion we c¢all America, which
has been a beacon of hope and a shining
city on the hill for over 230 yvears.

The words of our Conslitulion, as
gpelled out {n Article 1I. Section 1, are
very clear when il comes to our elec-
tions: mandating. not suggesling. not
implying. but mandating Lhat Stale
legislalures, not secretaries of Slale.
nol State commissions. nol county of-
ficials. not Governors, bul State legis-
lators prescribe the time. place. and
manner of holding elections.

This mandate was not followed in the
great State of Penngylvania. I we
allow this fraud to go on—in a foothall
analogy. the moving of the goalpost
after the ball has been kicked and in
the air—the preview of coming attrac-
tions will he future elections ihal do
not adhere to honest and cpen voting
by “We the People” and the loss of our
great Republic,

As a lady Lold me nol long ago. don't
spil in my face and Lell me it is rain-
ing. This is exactly what has happened
Lo Lhe American people in this eleu-
Lion. In the words of Winston Chwreh-
ill. when Greal Britaln was unier siege
by Germany. he said: There will he a
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time when doing vour best is nol good
enough., We must do whal Is required.

And we must do what is required to
save Lhis greal Republic.

Ms. WILD. Madam Speaker, T rise in
opposition.

The SPEAKER., The gentlewoman
from Pennsylvania is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. WILD. Madam Speaker. as terri-
{fying as today was here in Lhe people’s
House, il was, thankf{ully. fairly short
in duration. In contrast. the pain and
fear Lhat so many Americans are expe-
riencving Lhis year has been long and
continuous Lo this very moment.

Rather than pitting Americans
against Americans, as we are here. we
should be working to ensure rapid dis-
Lribulion of vaccines and adequate re-
lief to Americans who are struggling
economically because of this horrific
pandemic, Bul we are nol doing that.
Instead, we have witnessed a stunning
assault on owr democracy itself,

This challenge is not an act of palri-
otism. The position of the objectors is
completely incompalible with patriol-
ism.

Our country is defined by her great
people. and our democracy is defined
ahove all else by our Constitution. a
Constitution that these individuals
want Lo ignore hecause they have de-
cided that their judgment, the judg-
menl of a small minorily of partisan
elites, should somehow override thal of
Lthe more than 155 million Americans
who participated in this election. That.
my friends, is not democracy.
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We should all remember this coun-
l1v’s founding was a rejection of mon-
archy. a rejecltion of the notion that
any one person could he all-powerful.
Our commitment to self-determination
is what gave rise Lo our Declaralion of
Independence and our Constitution. It
i= why our Founders made the choice
to build a country anchored in respect
[or the rule of law rather than one tied
to the whims of men. It is why we have
free and fair elections that allow us to
vole oul those who hold office.

I am proud Lo join the vast majorily
of my colleagues in both Chambers, Re-
publicans and Democrals alike. in
making il clear thal our democracy is
Lizger than any of us.

Let’s be clear: Joe Biden and KaMALA
HARRIS won a victory of 306 electoral
votes in the electoral collega, Lhe same
margin thal Presideni Trump won by
in 2016 when he called iL a landslide.

Nearly 7 million of my fellow Penn-
sylvanians braved this devastaling
pandemic and economic crisis to cast
their Dhallots. culminaling in a total
turnoul of more than 70 percenl. the
highest in the history of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania, And nation-
wide, we saw record-breaking turncut.

Both in Pennsylvania and nationally.
the President’'s efforts to overturn the
election resulls in the courts failed re-
soundingly. with many of the sirongest
rebukes coming from judges the Presi-
denl himsell appointed.
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In facl. contrary lo Lhe assertion of
my colleague from Georgia across Lhe
aisle, nol o single lawsuil in Pennsyl-
vania alleged frawd. The genllewoman
may nol he aware of this. bul allega-
tions of fraud require specificity and
detail. and no lawyer could risk his ov
her license to make such false claims.

I am heartened thal several of the
country's leading Republicans. inclad-
ing Senate Republican Majority Leader
MCCONNELL, Senaltor MITT ROMNEY.
and former Republican Speaker of the
House Paul Ryan. have spoken oul
against Lhis political stunt.

Senator ROMNEY said: **The egregious
ploy to reject electors may enhance Lhe
pelitical ambition of some. bul dan-
gerously threatens our democralic Re-
public.”

And as former Republican Represent-
alive Charlie Dent from my district
said. the c¢laim by the President of
voler fraud in our Slate “was simply
reprehensible:; the Ltrulh is Lhal he sup-
pressed his own vole by discouraging
maifl-in voting."”

And as Pennsylvania State Senalor
Gene Yaw. also a Republican, has said:
My question is, if the mail-in voling
of Act 77 was so had. why did The
Trump Organization send oul a mail-in
ballot application to every registered
Republican in the State?"”

Today, 1 am thinking of all of the
people who took Lhe Lime Lo do their
civie duty and vole. many standing in
long lines or painstakingly researching
how Lo vole hy mail correclly.

We rejecl these disgraceful attacks
on the voters of Pennsylvania and this
atlempl to throw out Lheir voles.

To those in this Chamber whe may
cynically believe that sloking the
forces of disinformation and division
may be worth a short-term benefil Lo
their political careers. I would urge se-
rious self-reflection.

Our democracy is one of the most
precious resources of the American
people, protected against enormous
odds and al great sacrifice by each gen-
eration of servicemembers and every-
day citizens who put their lives on the
line Lo build a freer and more eguitable
nation. They deserve better than what
is happening in this Chamber today.

Mr. SMUCKER. Madam Speaker, 1
rise Loday in support of the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 min-
utes,

Mr, SMUCKER. Madam Speaker. I
would like to start by making two
hasic points:

Number one, individual Stales who
administer elections must ensure that
they are conducled fairly, uniformly.
and in accordance with the law, and

Number two. every American wants
to he. and deserves to bve. confidentl
that our elections are secure and that
all eligible legal voles are counted ac-
curalely and in a trabsparenl manner.

And I will say this. In iny digtrict in
Lancaster and York Counties. 1 think
that occurred. I am very proud of my
county election officials, who upheld
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Lhe Pennsylvania Constitution and fol-
lowed the letler of the law: bul. unfor-
Ltunately, Lhal sentiment is not shared
across the Commonwealth.

Today., my objection is net about
vobter fraud: it is erounded on unconsti-
tutional measures laken by bhureau-
crats and partisan justices in the Com-
monwenllth of Pennsylvania that have
unlawfully changed how Lhis election
was carried oul. This polentially
changed the oulcome and certainly
caused millions of our States’ voters Lo
question the election results. Other
speakers have outlined this issue.

In brief. the Pennsylvania State Leg-
islature. in 2019. passed a bipartisan
election law reform bhill. and then Lhe
partisan Pennsylvania Supreme Court
look it upon themselves Lo rewrile
Lthat law just T weeks hefore the elec-
tion. They unlawfully legislated from
Lhe bench and made subslantive
changes to the Iaw. including allowing
for unsecured drop boxes and ordering
thal ballots received after the eleclion
he counted. among other things.

The Pennsylvania Secretary of State
ook it even further. Her unilateral.
unconstitutional changes resulted in
counlies Lreating ballots differently so
that some voters had the opportunity
to change mail-in ballotls to correct de-
liciencies, while in other counties.
their ballots simply were not counted.

As Members of Congress, we serve as
a volce for our constituents. This is the
one time I have a voice in this process.
and I cannot simply look away when
tens of thousands of my constituents
have real and Ilegitimate concerns
about how this election was conducted
in Pennsylvania.

In fact. I think an inadequate ve-
sponse 10 Lhose concerns by Pennsyl-
vania officials is one of the major prob-
lems, Simple measures like audils
should be routine and random and sup-
ported by hoth parties, and I helieve
they are critical for restoring faith in
Pennsylvania’s elections moving for-
ward.

The hottom line for my constituents
is that Pennsylvania's officials. at all
levels, failed to conduct a uniform and

legal election. and for thal reason.
they inappropriately and unlawfully

certified the State's electors.
Madam Speaker. I vield the halance
of my time to the gentleman from

Pennsylvania (Mr. KELLER), my col-
league,
Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker. I

thank Lhe gentleman from Pennsyl-
valia (Mr. SMUCKER) for yielding.

Madam Speaker, the viclence that
oceurred in the Capitol today was
shameful. unacceptable, and un-Amer-
ican. We are a naticon of laws, nol law-
lessness, and we will never give in to
the mob.

Thank vou to the men and women of
our Capitol Police and other law en-
forcemenl agencies who heroically de-
fended Lhis building.

The criminal hehavior we witnessed
today dees nol erase the facis before
us.
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1 am abjecling to the certification of
Pennsylvania's electoral voles because
Governor Tom Wolf. Secretary of Slate
Kathy Boockvar. and the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court violaled the State leg-
islature's clear constilutional author-
ity to set election proceedings.

Under the Pennsylvama Constitu-
tion. only the General Assembly has
Lhe power to sel election law.

Addilionally, Article 11 of the U.S.
Constitution explicitly zrants State
legislatures. not the Governor acling
alone and not the courts. Lhe explivit
power Lo determine the manner of ap-
pointing Presidential eleclors.

Pennsylvania's courl unlawfully ex-
tended Lhe deadline Lo receive absenlee
and mail-in ballots. Governor Woll's
administration dismissed signalure au-
thenticalion procedures for absentee
and mail-in ballots, allowed for the un-
even administration of the election
across  counties. and unilaterally
changed Pennmsylvania's eleclion code
withoul the Stale legislature’s con-
senl.

The Constitution is clear
facls are indisputable.

This past weekend. each Member of
this body stood in this Chamber and
swore an oath to protect and defend
our Constitution. T intend to fulfill my
conslilutional oath which the people of
Pennsylvania have entrusted in me. My
objection is grounded in the Conslilu-
Lion and rule of law.

If we allow Lhe Governor Lo violate
the constitutional rights of the Gen-
eral Assembly. whal is stopping him
from violaling Lhe constitutional
rights of the 12.8 million Pennsylva-
nians our State legislalors were electad
to represent?

Mr. KVANS, Madam Speaker. I rise
in opposition to the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman {rom
Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 min-
ules,

Mr. EVANS. Madam Speaker. 1 rep-
resenl the Third District of Pennsyl-
vania, which ing¢ludes part of Philadel-
phia. the birthplace of America. Il was
in Philadelphia that the Constitution
of the United States was wrilten and
signed. the very Constitution that we
are all sworn Lo uphold as Members of
the House of Representatives,

We are elecled Lo serve our conslitu-
enls. and it is our job tp represent
them and Lheir interests in Congress.

Yesterday. I spoke Lo the son of the
late Dick Thornburgh, who is a two-
time Republican Governor of Pennsyl-
vania and was Atlorney General under
Presidenl. Ronald Reagan and Presi-
dent Bush, His son stressed to me that
his father would have wanted the rule
of law 10 prevail regardless of the polit-
ical outcome, because he cared more
aboul the safeguarding of democracy
than partisanship.

In addilion, Al Schmidti., who was a
Republican commissioner of eleclions.
sail. when Philadelphia certified its re-
sulls on November 23 I'm proud Lhal
the birthplace of our Republic held the
most transparenl and secure eleclion
in (he history of Philadelphia.™

and the
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Instead of using Lhis time Lo dispule
the resulls of our fair and lawful elec-
Lion, we should e spending Lhis time
making sure vaceines are quickly given
10 essential workers and our most vul-
nerable comniunities. that people are
gelting housing.

We should look at rental assistance.
We should ensure thal that is avail-
ahle.

Small businesses, the engines of our
economy. should he getting needed
wrants and loans.

That should bhe our focus.

Hospitals desperately need support
and help. We should be paying atlen-
lion to the needs of hospitals.

We are in the middle of a pandemic
where hundreds of thousands of people
are dying. and we are in a recession
that is putting millions of Americans
al risk of hunger. homelessness., or
both. It is lime we start legislating for
Lhe people.

One last person I want to mention is
our junior Senator. Senalor TOOGMEY.
There are very few Lhings that he and
T agree on., bul he has slated wvery
clearly thal Joe Biden has won this
eleclion. He bas stood up on the Senate
floor and he has staled Lthat,

S0 il needs to he very clear Lhat Lhe
late Governor Thornburgh:  Alberl
Schmidt. the comumissioner: and our
curreni junior Senalor all have one
thing in common: democracy first, par-
lisanship second. Let's keep Lhat in
mind.

Ms, HERRELL. Madam Speaker, 1
rise in support of the objection.

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes
the gentlewoman from New Mexico for
5 minutes.

Ms. HERRELL. Madam Speaker, Lhis
is nol how I imagined my firsL speech
in Lthe House of Representalives or my
first week Lo be in Washington,

The violence that occurred in this
building yesterday is reprehensible and
inexcusable. I am appalled by anyone
who assaults our Nation's law enforce-
ment officers.

I swore an oath on Sunday Lo support
and defend (he Constitution of the
United Stales. We are here Loday de-
layed. bul not deterred. io debale a
constitutlonal question and follow a
conslilubional process.

The Constitulion gives Stale legisla-
tors, not Stale executives or judges.
the sole authority to determine how
thelr Stale selects Presidential elec-
Lors,

Nobhody disputes that in Pennsyl-
vania. as well as in other States, rules
and regulations were changed by execu-
Live fiat or judicial edict,

These changes were significant and
irregular. They included changes Lo
vole-by-mail deadlines. idenlity verifi-
calion requirements, and other bhallol
handling practices.

In  Pennsylvania  specifically. Lhe
Democral. Secrelary of the Commonh-
wealth amd the Democral-conlrolled
Pennsylvania Supreme Court usurped
the constitutional aulhority of the
Slate lewislalure.
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Together. they exceeded their au-
thority by extending the deadline for
ahsentee ballots and hy walving signa-
ture requirements for these ballots.

In their haste to make these changes,
the secretary and Lhe court creatled
1wo different and unequal standards for
volers. Pennsylvanians who chose 1o
vole in person still had to have their
signatures verified at their polling
place. but those who chose Lo vole by
mail did not. How ig Lhis process fair?

This ohjection is ahoul Pennsylvania.
hul iL affects every Slate. As a Stale
Reprasentative of New Mexico. Peun-
sylvania’s uncenstitulional actions dis-
enfranchised my constituents and the
constituents of my colleagues. It is my
duty Lo give my constituents a voice.
Signing these objections raises their
concerns to the fullest extent my office
allows,

I. again, condemn in the strongesl
terms Lhe violence Lthat took place here
vesterday. We have many issues Lo
solve. including reforms Lo restore all
Americans’ faith in the fairness of our
elections. T look Torward to those seri-
ous ¢ivil and peaceful dehates.

Madam Speaker, 1 yvield Lthe balance
of my time Lo the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. DURKCAN).

Mr, DUNCAN. Madam Speaker. thiz
process we are poing through today
isn't aboul personalities. This isn’t
about Joe Biden or Donald Trump. As
hard as some Lry Lo paint it that way.
let me say Lhalt names and personal-
ities don’t matter. This is. gravely.
aboul the Constilulion of the United
Stales.

Allmost 20 years ago, after the al-
tacks on %11, Americans were per-
suaded Lo give up some of their con-
stitutional 1liberties, Using the jus-
tification of that global crisis. the ter-
rorist attacks on that {faleful day.
America saw the erosion of their lib-
erties for the safety and security many
felt Lthey may receive through the USA
PATRIOT Acl and olher resulling
processes Loo many felt would keep us
safe from another attack here on our
shore.

This year. using the justification of
the global pandemic, COVID-19, we
once again saw our Nation's Constitu-
lion violated. You see. the Constitu-
tion is clear in Article 1I. Madam
Speaker. that the power and duty to
set the manner of national elections
resls solely with the Stale legislatures.

That power doesn’'L rest with us. That
power didn'l. rest in the hands of
unelecled county eleclion officials, sac-
retaries of stale. or a supreme courl
bul. rather, in Lhe hands of the Stale
legislatures, which pass laws selting
Lhe manner of elections held in (heir
States,

This year. using the extraordinary
vircumstance of the COVID-18 pan-
demic, we wilnessed Lthese duly passed
laws circumvented and usurped lime
and again, nol by having the laws
changed in the respeclive State legisla-
live bodies, hut those laws arbitrarily
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and unilaterally changed by county
clerks: secretaries of stale: and. in Lhis
case of Pennsylvania. an elected su-
preme court, which is supposed Lo in-
Lerpret the law. nol make law.

When those nonlegislalive enlities
change the laws without geiting the
general nssemblies to change the law,
in my opinion. Lhe resulting bhallols
cast. either by mail or in person. those
hallots were illegal under the law.

I1legal ballots should not he counted,
Therefore, Lhe resulling electoral voles
should be considered invalid.

Whal Lolhers me is that so many of
vou are okay with that. thal soc many
Americans, because their person won.
vou are okay with the manner in which
Lhal victory was gained.

It is polilics. Look, 1 gel it. But we
didn't swear an oath to play politics.
We swore an oalh Lo the United Slates
Constitution. As George Washinglon
said: The Constilution is the guide
which T will never ahandon.

Mz, HOULAHAN, Madam Speaker, 1
rige in opposition to the objeclion.

The SPEAKER. The gentlewoman
from Pennsyvlvania Is recognized for 5
minntes.

Ms, HOULAHAN. Madam Speaker.
first, T do wanl to acknowledge the

devastating events of the last 12 hours
and Lo axpress my deep appreciation
for those who have worked to secure
this building and safeguard our democ-
racy. On behalf of my colleagues, we
arve all grateful for your service.

I ran for this office on a platform of
civility and decency, and many of my
colleagues and constiluents know that
I am a third-generation veteran. and I
grew up in a military household.
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Madam Speaker. whal you may notl
know, though. is Lhat I grew up in a di-
vided household. Throughoul my child-
hood. one parent voted Democral and
the other Republican. In my purple
household. I learned thal duty to coun-
try was far more important than party
allegiance, With each election. my fa-
ther would say: "And when the election
is done. we salule smarlly and we carry
on,’’

Now I live in and I serve in a commu-
nity that has a lol in common with the
home that T grew up in. It. too. is a
purple place that honors civilily and
(lecency. Pennsylvania’s Sixbh District
is, in many ways. a microcosm of the
Commonwealth and of our Nation, Our
voler registration in Chester Coufily is
40-40-20, R. D, and I. Volers across my
district commonly split their Llicket,
some voting for Presidenl-elect Biden
while also voting down Lhe ballot for
Republicans for our Stale legislature,

Whal some of my colleagues are ar-
guing today is thal those very hallols
are illegilimate. My colleagues cannot
honestly helieve that. In fact. just this
week they joined me on the House floor
to he sworn in (o Lhis hallowed body.
and they trusted that the votes cast in
their favor were legitimate. And they
are right. If those votes counted. then
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s0 Loo must the voles [or President-
elect Biden.

We have alse heawrd today concerns
aboul mall-in ballots. I am not a law-
ver. bul I am an engineer and. therve-
fore. a student of numbers. Il wasn't
just Democrats who volted by mail. It
was not a free-for-all. as it was de-
scribed earlier. Madam Speaker, 600.000
Republicans in Pennsylvania across Lhe
State voted by mail. By questioning
the election results, you are telling
Lhose Pennsylvanians that the hours
they spent in line to cast Lheir ballot
or the trip Lhev Look to the post office
in lhe middle of a pandemic just didn’t
matler.

Alan Novak is a man who served as
the chair of the Republican Parly in
Pennsylvania for nearly a decade. 1 will
say that again. The Chair of Lhe Repub-
lican Party of Pennsylvania for a dec-
ade is one of Lhose voters I am talking
about in Pennsylvania. He lives in my
districl, and he splil his tickel. He
voted for me as his Member of Congraess
and also for President Trump. And he
eloquently said:

What makes America great, exceptional.
and enduring Is our commitment to our gov-
ernment of laws, our orderly constitulional
provess that settles our election disputes.
and our peacelul transfer of power wilh le-
spect and civility. It is easy wlen it is pratiy
and the oulcome s nol gontroversial. Bul
when 1t i3 not pretty and there is con-
troversy, then it {g even more important
that we respect. honor. and abide by our re-
vered and teated process for the orderly
transfer of power. Perhaps that may he all
that we can agree on. and it Is the need for
grace, respecl. and eivility.

So I ask my colleagues across Lhe
aisle: Are you willing to disenfranchise
people like Mr. Novak and the more
than 400.000 people in Pennsylvania's
S8ixth District?

Perhaps some of lhe independent and
pragmatic spirit that is so prevalent
among voters in my communily coines
from the history of the place that we
call home. Many Americans have vis-
ited Philadelphia and cur historic
giles. bui very few make il oul Lo my
community, which is the home of Val-
ley Forge. Here, General George Wash-
ington led the Continental Army to
winter guarlers. The war had not been
going well for our younyg soldiers. and
that winter was harder still, It was bit-
terly cold. and food shortages and
simallpox were abundantl. Many people
died.

We remember what happened Lhere
Dbecause il was a lest of our endutrance.
a demonstration of devotion to mission
and Lo our country over ourselves.
Coming oul of Lhal awful winter expe-
rience. our Lroops emerged Dbetter
lrained., united, and ultimately vic-
torious. In those harsh, dark limes.
thev found Llheir common ground andl
their fortitude.

Just like then, il is in Lhese Lrving
moments when we learn who our lead-
ers truly are. They are Lhe ones who
don’t just represenl the people or vive
orders or ready us for a fight. They ave
those who educate and who speak
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Llruth. They inspire confidence and
unity rather than sowing division and
strife. There is a slriking parallel be-
tween our hascent country and what
they endured in Valley Forge and whal
we are enduring right now: A hard win-
ler of division. illness running ramp-
anl. and an uncertain future.

Today. our counlry's resolve is heing
Lested. and 1 know that we will pass
this test together and he made strong-
er, We now have the opportunity and
the responsibility to deo that tonighl by
upholding the will of the people. hy
voting to certify the resulls of this
electoral cellege and by moving f[or-
ward with a servant heart and a com-
men resolve Lo preserve this great ex-
periment that is the United States of
America.

M. BABIN. Madam Speaker. 1 rise in
support of the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Texas is recoguized for 5 minules.

Mr, BABIN, IL {s wilh great pride and
a profound sense of responsibility that
I object to Lhe 2020 election in the
State of Pennsylvania.

I am very proud Lo stand alongside
fellow palriols who liave pushed hack
against a fraudulent and criminal elec-
tion process—a process Lhat was the
antithesis Lo the very rule of law Lhat
governs these United States.

At (he same Lime, standing here Lo-
night is surreal because this Is a crit-
jcal juncture that will uhdoubtedly de-
termine Lhe survivability of this great
Republic.

Our free and fair eleclion process—
and by extension. the people’s trust in
its legitimacy—is what has separated
us as a nation. A process that we have
shared with the world, its moral force.
A process Lthal now. sadly, has bheen
bastardized by those more interested in
the maintenance of power than they
are in the free and open voice of the
American people.

If T remember correctly. Democrats
were calling for Lransparency in 2000
and 2004, when George W. Bush was
elected: and again in 2016, when Presi-
dent Trump took office,

Where are you now?

1 ask Lhis. Madam Speaker: What do
vou have Lo lose by having a thorough
investigation Lo determine the validily
of these votles?

Why not encourage an investigalion
to relieve the concerns of hall of Lhe
people in this country?

If you are so convinced that Biden
was elected legitimately. what (o you
have Lo fear?

If there was no fraud. simply show us
the preoof. Investigate it. Validate it.
This isn't aboul one candidale versus
another, This is aboul upholding Lhe
principles that are indispensable Lo Llie
existence of the democratic Republic
Lhat we are so fortunale to call home.

I have no doubl that there was wide-
spread eleclion fraud this past Novem-
Ber, and I am not alone. I stand here
{oday speaking for 7% million Ameri-
vans whose voice was unvonstitulion-
ally silenced.
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To vou. Lhe silenved. 1 say Lhis: 1 will
conlinue to fighl for you, You have
Leen heard. For more than 240 vears,
tyranny has sought Lo extinguish the
light of freedomn.

As Ronald Reagan said before: Free-
dom is a fragile thing. and it is never
more Lhan one generalion away {rom
extinction.

The Conslilulion and (he Bible on
which L stands is stronger than Lhe
cheap lyrannical tactics of those who
seek Lo destroy iL.

Madam Speaker. I yield Lo the gen-
lleman f{rom North Carolina (Mr.
Bunh).

Mr. BUDD. Madam Speaker. mob vio-
lence is not representative of our coun-
try or of this building. The American
people—al least the ones who are still
up watching right now—have seen Lhis
body relurn to a peaceful debate. And
that is the American way. S0 let's gel
back to that debale and lel’s lalk for a
moment ahout Pennaylvania,

For decades. absenlee voling was re-
served for members of the mililary and
cilizens who are medically or phys-
jually unable to gel Lo the polls. Bul in
2019, Pennsylvania dramatically in-
creased the amounl of ballots thal
would he casl in the Presidential elec-

lion through expanded. no-excuse.
mail-in voting.
On  Seplemhber 17. Pennsylvania's

Democrat-contrelled  Supreme Court
violated the Constitution by extending
the deadline Lo receive mail-in ballots.
Article JI stales Lhat legislatures. not
Lthe vourts. determine the time. man-
ner. and place of their States’ elec-
tions. But Pennsylvania’'s high court
divecled Lhe State officials to assume
thal non-postmarked ballots were re-
ceived on time without any evidence
thalt they were sent bhefore election
day.

On Oclober 23. while early voting was
already underway. Lhe Slale supreme
couwrt ruled that election officials did
not have Lo authenticate sighatures for
mail-in ballots.

To sum it up, Pennsylvania officials
illegally did three crilical things:

One, they radically expanded vole hy
mall for virtually any reason.

Two. they removed restrictions when
a hallot can he sent In,

Three. they removed signature verifi-
calion on those very ballols.

Just this week., the Pennsylvania
Senate pleaded with Members of Lhis
body to delay certification until Lhe
Supreme Court resoclves these disputes.
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
violaled their own constitution. They
violated Llhe U.S, Constitution. They
opened the door for thousands of un-
verifiahle ballots.

Because they failed to guaranlee the
integrity of their votes. 1 cannot con-
sentl Lo accepling Pennsylvania's elec-
toral votes,
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Ms. DEAN. Madam Speaker, 1 rive in
opposition to Lhe challenge.

The SPEAKER. The gentlewoman
from Pennsylvania iz recognized for 5
minutes.
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Ms, DEAN. Madam Speaker, this is a
sad day {or America—a day of shame. a
day of ignominy, an allack on Lhis
Capitol. an altack on our country.

Madam Speaker. our words matter,
Mobs. thugs. insurrectionisis. domestic
terrorists attacked our government
with the aim of atlacking our {ree and
{air elections.

Make no mistake. these terrorisls
came armed, armed wilh [false flags:
armed with hate: armed with weapons:
and. tragically, armed with lies force-
fed Lo them by those at the highest
level of government, including some
from the legislative and, ves, the exec-
nlive branches. Incited by (he one at
the highest level of governmenl. they
atiacked people, property. Lhis Capitol,
this cathedral of democracy.

Words malter, In his last words Lo
our Nation and to all of us here. our
dear colleague. John Lewis, wrotle last
July: "Democracy is not a state. IL is
an act.” And each zeneralion has an
obligation Lo preserve ils institutions,

Democracy is a series of acls, acts hy
vou and by me. by citizens. one¢ build-
ing upon the olher and another—nol
acts thal we have heard and seen and
suffered today. words and acts 1o incite
violence, acts that tear at Lhe very fab-
ric of our democracy.

Madam Speaker, yet. I have lhope.
We. too. are armed. We are armed wilh
the facts, We are armed wilh Lhe truth.
We are armed with the love of our
country. We are armed with our sworn
oaths. And we are armed with our pre-
cious Conslitulion.

We have Taced tyranny and insurrec-
tion hefore, We are here tonight to her-
ald Lo America and to the world: We
will defend our democracy. and we will
endure.

Madam Speaker, when I came into
work Lhis morning. as I was preparing
10 come to Lhe floor. 1 read Tom Fried-
man's op-ed. which Dbegan with the
words from the Gospel of Mark: For
what shall it profit a man if he gain
the whole world bul lose his soul?

Tor whal shall it profit any man.

Madam Speaker. 1 urge my Repub-
lican colleagues Lo have the courage to
uphold their oath. courage like that of
Congresswoman Margarel Chase
Smith. a lifelong Republican and the
first in her parly Lo speak oul against
MeCarthyism. Pulting duty over fear.
she said: "I do not wanl Lo see Lhe Re-
publican Party ride 1o politival victory
on Lhe Four Horsemen of Calumny—
Fear. Ignorance. Bigolry. and Smear.
Surely. we Republicans are nol that
desperale for viclory.”

Madam Speaker. for today, we have
seen the cost of victory by such means.
It shook Lhe very walls of Lhis building.
Our colleagues know there is no Lrath
Lo this challenge.

For what shall it profil a man.

Madam Speaker. il has been my sol-
emn honor to participale in Lhis sad
day. I pray for our counlry.

Mrs, CAMMACK. Madam Speaker. 1
rise Lo support the objeclion of the
electoral certification of the Commeon-
wealth of Pennsvlvania,
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The SPEAKER. The yentlewoman
from Florida is recognized for 5 min-
utes,

Mrs. CAMMACK. Madam Speaker. as
a new Representative here. I did not
envigion my first speech on Lthe House
floor Lo be Lhig, here tonight. but rath-
er. a tribute to our first responders and
Montline workers who have been a
shining light in an otherwise tough
year for us all.

After the events Lonighl. I am espe-
cially grateful for our men and women
who put service above selfl. confronting
lawlessness and danger while pro-
Lecting this very Chamber. its Mem-
bers. and our constitutional Republic.

As a Member of Lhe people’s House,
and Lhe wife of a first responder, thank
vou Lo our law enforcemenl here today.
But. especially, afler tonighl's unac-
ceptahle breach of the people's House, 1
am furthermore resolved in the fact
that we, as representatives of the peo-
ple. musl take a stand for every Ameri-
can's right to a free and fair election as
guaranieed by the Constitution.

Article I. Section 4. Clause 1 of the
Constlitulion explicitly rests the Lime
and manner of our elections in the
hands of our Stale legislatures. How-
ever, State law in the 2020 election was
modified or circumvented withoul ap-
proval of the Slate legislalure. These
aclions are in clear violation of the
Constitution. specifically Article IIL
Section 1, Clause 2. which grants State
legistatures ihe sole authority Lo es-
tablish how State Presidential eleclors
are appointed.

These changes. along with olher elsc-
tion irregularities throughout the 2020
election. require me, as a Member of
thiis body, to object to the certification
of these electoral voles. jusl as my col-
leagues across the aisle have objecled
to every Republican Presidential elec-
tion over the last 20 vears.

Tonight. as we undertake Lhe very
serious responsihility of debaling these
State electoral certifications. I urge
my colleagues to listen earnestly and
with an open mind, remembering that
just. 3 days ago. we swore an oath Lo
the United Siates Constitulion. not a
political party.

Our constituenis are counling on us.
Qur country is counting on us. Our
children are counting on us. and we
cannot let them down.

Madam Speaker. in December. 25 of
my freshman colleagues and I senl you
a letter imploring vou to investigate
Lhese election irregularities. To date.
we have not received a response, That
hrings us bo today.

My colleagues across the aisle have
repeatedly invoked our Founding Fa-
ther. Benjamin Franklin. who fa-
mously said: We have a republic, if we
can keep it.

Isay¥. let's keep it,

Madam Speaker. it is with that senti-
ment in mind that I ask my colleagues
to defend Lhe power vested in this leg-
islative hranch by the U.S. Constitu-
tion and reject the certification of the
elecloral voles of Lhe Slate in ques-
Lion. 11 is our responsihility Lo have
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courage in the face of adversity and
hring integrity back to this process.

Madam Speaker, I yvield the balance
of mv lime to the gentleman from the
ereatl Stale of Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON),

Mr. ARRINGTON. Madam Speaker. I
thank the gentlewoman from the great
State of Florida (Mrs. CAMMACK), my
friend.

Madam Speaker. as Americans. we
believe governments receive Lheir jusl
powers from the consenl of the gov-
erned. Thalt sacred transaclion can
only happen legitimately in a free and
fair election.

Klection inlegrily is the very life-
blood of our unrivaled system of self-
wovernment. The law and the Constitu-
tion gave Congress nol only the au-
Lhiority bul. 1 believe. the responsi-
bility Lo serve as Lhe last check on the
integrity of our Presidential elections,
We either believe, according to statute,
that every elecltor was “lawfully cer-

tified” and “regularly given.” or we
don’L.
States certainly have broad dele-

gated powers Lo administer Federal
elections., bul {hev still must operate
within the bounds of the Constitution.

Despile receiving numerous peli-
tions—-to the delriment of the counlry.
I might add—the Supreme Court failed
Lo answer the most important gquestion
of the 2020 election; Can entities out-
side of Lthe State legislatures make
eleclion law?

The plain language of Article 1I of
{he Constitulion answers the queslion
unequivocally no.

The decisions made btoday in these
Chambers are of Lhe ulmosl con-
sequence, and the horrible precedent
that will be established if we don’'t act
will have lasting impacl on our beloved
Reapubhlic.

Madam Speaker, this proceeding is
not just about the integrity of this
election. It is ahout ensuring Lhe integ-
rity of all future elections.

I take no pieasure or pride in making
my objection loday, nor do I wish for
any State electors Lo he disgualified.
However. based on the law, the Con-
stitution. and my conscience, 1 cannotl
supporl certifying voles from any
Stale that vielated the Conslitution.

Madam Speaker, Lhis decision is not
about loyally Lo a President. Il is
about my fidelity to the Constitution
and the oath that I swore.

Mr. LAMB. Madam Speaker, I rise in
opposition,

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 min-
utes,

Mr. LAMB. Madam Speaker. I came
here tonight prepared to talk about the
place T represent and how wall the
Democratic and Republican county of-
ficials ran our election. I wanted to
point oul thal in my home county of
Allegheny Counly. in the place Lhey
weare counting Lhe votes. there were 81
video cameras—3l—in Lhe same place.
just showing people counling votes.
every single one of them on paper. with
representatives tfrom both campaigns
wit lehing.
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Madam Speaker. 1 wanted 1o point
oul to all these great lovers and sup-
porters of the Pennsylvania legislalure
thal it was Lhe Republican Pennsyl-
vania legislature that passed a Repub-
lican bill that they all voled for and
supported (hat sel up the systemn undeyr
which we jusl ran the election, and
thal the reason the President lost was
hecause he was nol as popular as other
Republicans in our State. He got fewer
voles than all of them.

Madam Speaker. I wanlted to lay out
all this evidence because 1 thought it
was a sign of respect for my colleagues
and Tor all the Americans out there
who don't know who to trust, I was
raised on that. I was raised on that re-
spect. which makes this a hard speech
for me to give, Because Lo do this with
any kind of honesly means admitting
and declaring in this House Lhal these
objeclions don’'t deserve an ounce of re-
specl—nont an ounce,
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A woman died out there tonight, and
vou are making Lhese objections.

Lel's e clear aboul whal happened
in this Chamber Loday. Invaders came
in for the first time since the War of
1B12. They desecrated these Halls and
this Chamber and practically every
inch of ground where we work. For the
mosl part, they walked in here free. A
lot of them walked oul free. There
wasn’l a person watching at home who
didn't know why that was—because of
Lhe way Lhal they look.

My poinl. Madam Speaker. is this:
Enough has heen done here already to
Lry Lo strip this Congress of its dignity.
and these objectors don’t need to do
anymore.

We know Lhat that altack Loday
didn't materialize out of nowhere. It
was inspired by lies. the same lies that
you are hearing in this room Lonight.
And the Members who are repeating
those lies should be ashamed of them-
selves. Their constituenls should be
ashamed of them.

We know what is going Lo happen as
soon as I walk away. whal has hap-
pened all night tonight. what will con-
tinue to happen. They will Lake these
same symbols. these same concepls.
amugale them into their arguments.
and make the same arguments. 1 want
people at home. anyone who is still
walching. Lo know that these argu-
ments are nol for them: thev are for
you.

None of the evidence we wanted to
discuss here tonight will change their
opinions or whal they are about Lo say.
But vou need Lo know that ig not Lhe
end. It is not as if there is nothing we
can do because of thal. And if there
was. I don'l think Lhis Nation would
have made it to almost 250 years.

The fact is. Madam Speaker. Lhal al
the end of Lhe day. people-

POINT OF ORDER

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam
point of order.

The SPEAKER. The wenlleman will
slale hix poinl of order.

Speaker,
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Mr. GRIFFITH. Yes. maam. The
poinl of order would be that the gen-
1leman said thal there were lies on Lhis
floor here today. looking over in Lhis
direction. T azk t(hat those words he
laken down.

We mayv have a disagreement on mat-
ters. but—

The SPEAKER.

The gentleman's demand is nol time-
v,

The gentleman from Pennsyvlvania
will proceed.

Mr. LAMB. Madam Speaker, the fact
ig, at the end of the day. il hurts. I
hurts them: it hurts Lhis country. It
hurts all of us. But the fact iz Lthat the
people have made this country work hy
not giving in,

Go ahead. Shout il out.

One last thing o say. Madam Speak-
er. And [ thank vou for your patience,
A1l people need Lo lnow Lonight.
Madam Speaker—

Madam Speaker, the truth hurts, But
Lhe fact is this: We want this govein-
ment to work more than they want it
Lo fail.

Afler everything that has happened
today. we wanl Lthat more than ever.

Know that. Know that. the people
watching at home. We want Lhis gov-
srnment to work. We will make i1

work. They will not make it fail.
TARLIAMENTAKY INQUIKY

Mr. PERRY. Madam Speaker,
liamentary ingquiry.

The SPEAKER. The genlleman will
state his parliamentary inguiry.

Mr. PERRY, When is Lhe appropriate
time to ask that the words he stricken,
e taken down?

The SPEAKER. Immedialely
the words are uttered.

For what purpose does the gentleman
from Louisiana seek recognition?

Mr, HIGGINS of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker. I rise in support of the objec-
tion.

The SPEAKER. The
recognized for 5 minutes,

Mr., HIGGINS of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker. my. my., my. Let us take a
deep hreath. shall we?

Madam Speaker. the cornerstone of
the strength of our American Republic
is nol only the peaceful Lransition of
power: it is the peaceful transition of a
lawful power. It is within the param-
eters of our oath. indeed. is our duty to
inquire if we suspect that perhaps our
elecLlions have heen compromised.

Much has heen said about what we do
not know. What we do hol know calls
for investigation.

Whal we do know iz that. in the dis-
puled Stales, Governors, secretaries of
stale, or local election commissions
acted in violation of the Election
Clause of the U.S. Constitution. where-
in State legislatures are granted the
sole authority to determine how Presi-
dential electors are appointed. Il is
that simple. State execulive officials
usurped the constitutionally vesled au-
thority of State legislatures wilhin
several of the sovereign Stales.

Now. why we nre involved in Con-
wress? Because Lhe Founders gave us a

par-

afler

gentleman is
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narrow role. 1f we suspect Lthal an elec-
tion was compromised in a sovereign
Stiale, then we have a role in the seal-
ing of Lhose electors and the counting.

America is not a confederacy of
States. We are a union of States. We
are a representative republic. There-
fore, each sovereign Stale has a feep
ohligation to follow Lhe writ of ils own
election law during a Federal election.

We would nol he having this con-
versalion if our objections were solely
rested upon Lhe eleclions of sovereign
Slate Governors or State senators and
represenlatives. Il is a Federal election
for the Presidenl and Vice President of
the United States. We certainly have a
role. and we should investigate and
support Lhat role.

Madans Speaker. America is an
anointed nation. hoim of imperfect men
driven by perfect intenl. May we he
worlhy of what il is to he an American,
what il is Lo he a representative of the
American people.

May I ask. may we seek the quiel
whisper of God's own voice within us.
And 1 ask my colleagues Lo consider
supporting this objection.

I yield the balance of my time to the
gentleman from New Jersev (Mr. VAX
DREW).

Mr, VAN DREW. Madam Spealker. he-
fore I start. something [ didn’t plan on
saying, This is a debate. 1l is a discus-
sion. Everybody has a right Lo an opin-
ion. That is American. Because some-
one deesn’l agree with your view or
vour ideas does not mean that they are
liars. It means they have a different
view. a differenl opinion,

And I think. for God's sake. as people
watch this or see il or hear i, they ex-
pect more from us than thal. We can
disagree al a certain level. There is
nothing worse than moral pomposity.

You know. boday was an amazing and
terrible day. But one thing that we do
know is thal our law enforcement pro-
tected lives. and they protected and
preserved our democracy. I watched
firathand. as I always have. just as I do
back home in south Jersey, these hrave
men and women pul their lives on the
line Lo defend all of us.

May God bless the woman who losL
her life today, and may God bhless what
will always be the greatest Nation in
the history of the world: the United
States of America.

Al the core of our counliry's great-
ness is our democralic system of gov-
ernment. Without faith in the integrity
of our elections, Americans will not
have faith in our democracy.

The United States of America is the
international embodiment of freedom
and opportunily. the shining city on a
hill. Free and fair elections have al-
wayvs been a hallmark of America's
greatness.

After this past Presidential election,
approximately 60 million Americans
have sarious doubts ahout the outcome.
Thal is a number that we cannol iz-
nore.
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Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker. [
rise in opposition to Lhe objeclion.
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The SPEAKER. The gentlewoman
from Pennsyvlvania is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms, SCANLON. Madam Speaker. I
slarted this day disheartened thal our
colleagues were going to drag us
through Lhis cynical political charade
of objecling to duly certified elecloral
college voles, bul I was ready and
eager to defend Pennsylvania's elec-
tions and the will of Pennsylvania's
volers.

Never did I expecl to be answering
calls from family and friends concerned
for my safety or Lo have Lo barricade
myself In an office. But most impor-
tant of all. never did I expecl Lo see our
Capitol overrun by armed insurreclion-
isls intent on disrupting our govern-
ment at the urging of the President.

What happened here today has made
me heart-sick for our country. but it
only strengthens my resolve to uphold
Lhe rule of law and to protect the deci-
sion of Pennsylvania’s volers.

Earlier Lhis week. we raised our
hands and swore an oath Lo bear true
faith and allegiance to the Constitu-
tion of the United Stales, Bul, today.
those who are hlocking the counling of
electors from Pennsylvania are show-
ing that their allegiance lies not to the
Constitulion or to their constituents,
and many would argue not even to the
Republican Party. but to their own po-
litical fortunes and Lhe oulgoing Presi-
dent.

Pennsylvania's voters, not Members
of Congress, are tasked with choosing
Pennsylvania's Presidential electors.
and particularly nol congressmen from
olher States. The people have spoken.
and Pennsylvania certified our elec-
tors, We must respect our oath here by
rejecting this unfounded obhjection to
Pennsylvania’s electoral votes, and not
substitute Congress’ judgment for that
of the people of Pennsylvania.

Legal challenges to elections are se-
ricus matters, and that is why Lhere is
a place to consider those challenges: In
courtrooms before impartial judges.

And Pennsylvania's legal process has
worked. The pseudo-legal arguments
that are being raised hy the objectors
here today are not new. Over the past
2 months. the President and his allies
have filed more than 20 lawsuits Lo
challenge Lhe Pennsylvania election,
Those challenges have heen rejected in
Federal courts, State courts. appellate
courts. and the United States Supreme
Court. Challenges have heen rejected
by judges who are regislered Demo-
crals, Republicans. Independents. and
who have been appointed by Demo-
cratic and Republican Presidents.

And why did they lose all ihose
cases?

As Third Circuil Judge Bibas. a
Trump appointee. wrote. “Free. fair
elections are the lifeblood of our de-
mocracy. Charges of unfairness are se-
rious. Bul calling an election unfair
does nol make il so, Charges reqguire
specific allegations and then proof. We
have neither here,””

What the Court said points Lo an im-
portanl distinction aboul when and
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how claims of eleclion misconduct are
made. IL Is easy 1o make wild claims of
election [raud on cahle Lelevision or
Twiller, hut those claims are not facts.
And while there may e no immediate
consequences Tor misleading the public

with such slalements. there is cer-
tainly a penalty for misleading the

courts.

A Jawyer faces fines. jail. and loss of
his or her license for making frivolous
or false claims. The lawyers for the
Trump campaign never alleged wide-
spread fraud or illegal voting had im-
pacted Pennsylvania's elections be-
cause Lhose ¢laims are false.

When our colleagues indulge in Lhis
political Lheatre and endorse fringe
conspiracy Lheories, they may think
Lhere are no consequences hecause Lhey
know that this Lime the majorilies of
the House and Senate will overrule
them. But as the entire world saw
Ltoday. Lheir baseless claims of election
fraud do have consequences. They un-
dermine faith and respect for our elec-
tions and our government. They chip
away al the foundaticn of our constitu-
tional Republic and they take a sledge-
hammer to the peaceful transfer of
power. 1L is our job to respect the rule
of law and reject this political charade.

Finally, I wanl Lo offerr my deapest
respecl Lo our Republican colleagues in
hoth the House and the Senate who
have withstood intense polilical pres-
sure, and loday honor their oath in the
rule of law by rejecting these un-
founded objections,

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas, Madam
Speaker, I rise in favor of the objec-
Lion.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Texas is recognized for 5 minutes,

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Madam
Speaker. I would first like to say to my
colleagues on Lhe other side of the aisle
who said we should be ashamed over
here, I am nol ashamed. and neither
are my colleagues over here. We are ac-
tually proud of whal we are doing and
what we are standing [or. So I hope Lhe
RECORD will show Lhal.

Yesterday's cowardly attack on our
American democracy was a horrible
acl. While Congress atlempted Lo exe-
cute their constitutional duly Lo de-
bate and vole on this certification of
the electoral college. violence inter-
rupted the proceedings in an atlempt
Lo stop the democralic process.

Those who commitled these acts are
domestic Lerrorists and should be pros-
ecuted to the fullest extent of the law.
And I thank the Capitol Police and all
of the law enforcement organizalions
that pushed hack against this moh.

I can'l help bul be reminded of Lhe
bravery during the bhaseball shooting
on myself and my Republican col-
leagues in June of 2017. T thank God
every day lor their presence.

The American people deserve full
transparency in the electoral process.
with confidence thal any iregularities
and inconsistencies in thal process will
he fully investigated.

As a former Texas secretary of state.
I know Lhe electoral process well. And
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above all, I know what the courts, the
execulive branch. and the elections of-
ficials can and cannot do withoul ap-
proval of the State legislaLure, During
my tenwre. 1 knew thal my authority
was confined to the powers the legisla-
Lure provided me. If States fail to abide
by the Conslilution and follow Lheir
owns laws. il calls into gquestion wheth-
er Lhe voles in Texas. or any other
State, are fairly represented.

And now, as a duly elecled Member of
Congress. the Constilution outlines my
rights to speak and voice my constilu-
ents’ concerns with my vote. IL is plv-
otal thal we have [ree and fair elec-
Lions in our representative democracy
and. more importantly, that we trust
in the results of those eleclions.

In no way is voicing an objeclion an
attempt to overturn an election. And
when Lhis provess is complete and all
objections have been heard. 1 acknowl-
edye that we will have a peaceful trans-
fer of power on January 20.

Faith in our system must be restored
and Americans must he confident that
their vote matlers. and only lawful
vobles will be counted, This is a sad day
in our Nation's hislory. bul a solemn
reminder thal our country will not fal-
Ler and will not fall. In God we trust.

Madam Speaker. I yield Lo Lthe gen-
tlleman from North Carolina (M.
CAWTHORN).

Mr. CAWTHORN. Madam Speaker, as
1 said in my convention speech, I wanl
a new generalion of Americans to be
radicals—io he radicals for freedom
and for liberty. but not radicals for vio-
lence. I am bitterly disappointed by the
protest that happened veslerday. The
actions of a violent few were cowardly
and pathetic. and I am not afraid to
call it oul.

The Republican Party is a party of
limited government, It is Lhe big tent
party. It is not the party of destruc-
tion.

Madam Speaker. the oath I took jusl
days ago demand that I speak out in
defense not of one President or an-
other, but in defense of a hallowed doc-
ument that has safeguarded this Re-
public for over 200 years. The Constitu-
lion grants power solely to State legis-
latures to determine how elections are
carried out. When other oifficials who
are not vested with constitutional au-
thority usurp their role and grind the
Constitution under their heel. I musl
ohject.

0200

Our Nalion is a nation of resilience.
In Valley Forge, George Washington
prayed for a republic to he formed from
the ashes of a monarchy. Al Gettys-
burg. Americans gave their lives to de-
fend a very simple idea, that the Anter-
ican democracy Lhal had heen earned
witli the bhlood of their forefathers
would not perish due 1o internal divi-
wion.

Then. on the islands of Iwo Jima and
Okinawa. American servicemen gave
their lives Lo delend this Nation's fiee-
dom from fascism.
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What uniltes eachh and every genera-
lion of Americans is Lhe lidea that
Lthose who submil Lhemselves lo Lhe
authority of government oughtl Lo have
a voice in thal same government.

We are Americans here in this Cham-
Ler and 1 this country. But whal does
it really mean to be an American? Il
means believing in the rule of law. It
means speaking up in defense of our
founding principles and in defense of
ithe Constitution.

Being an American means that you
are proud of yvour country bhut that you
never beal your chest. And being an
American means that sometimes you
must stand alone while others sit.

Now. obviously, T can’t stand. but
trusl me. if I could stand. I would stand
in defense of our Constitulion today.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker,
1 rise in opposition.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Pennsylvania is recognized Tor 5 min-
utes.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker,
I completely agree wilh my colleague
Representative DWIGHT HEVAKsS, and I
remind this Chamber that Pennsyl-
vania is the cradle of American democ-
racy.

We can’l claim to he the birthplace
of American democracy. That would he
a disservice Lo James Otis. Jr.. who. in
1761, stood up in a Massachusells
courtroom and argued against Lhe
King's writs of assistance,

But Pennsylvania is the cradle of de-
mocracy. It is where we hosled the
sizning of the Declaration of Independ-
ence and Lhe American Constitulion.

Il was Pennsylvanians who imme-
diately went to baltle to defend this
idea of democracy. They wenl right
after Bunker Hill to the Siege of Bos-
ton. American riflemen were instru-
mental at the transformaticnal Battles
of Trenton and Saratoga in victory,
And it is Independence Hall where
these documents got signed. the Dec-
laration of Independence and the Con-
stitulion,

You heard my colleagues. You heard
Representative HOULAHAN talking
about lhe privations at Valley Forge.
all in supporl of creating democracy.

You heard Representative BRENDAN
F. BOYLE quoting John Adams. that de-
mocracy only dies by suicide,

You heard Representative DEAX
quoling John Lewis, our hero. who
said: Democracy is not a stale. 11 is an
acl,

You heard Representative WILD Lalk-
ing about Lhis stunning assanlt on our
demaocracy.

If it seems like we gel a litlle prickly
in Pennsylvania aboul assaulting de-
mocracy, vou are right. We do. Penn-
sylvania is Lthe cradle of democracy.

You heard how focolish and empty
Lthese challenges are. Representalive
LAMB said it: 31 cameras filming Lhe
place where the count was happening,
resulting in thousands of hours of vid-
patape—you can see it on YouTuhe—
proving there was no fraud.

You heard Representatives MICHAEL
. DovLe and BRENDAN F. BOYLE 1alk-
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ing aboul Act 77, how the Republicans
in Pennsylvania were [alling all over
themselves to pass Lhis law for mail-in
voling because they Lhought it would
lielp them,

You heard Representative SCANLON
explaining why Lhere were no allega-
tions of fraud made in courl hecause a
lawver going into court and lying to
the court getls his or her ticket Lo prac-
tice law punched. They can be dis-
bharred,

Politicians can say anyLhing conh cable
TV. but they have to he darn careful
when they are in court. 5o all these big
TV lalkers never alleged frawd in
court.

Let me tell you aboul one court case.
It was a case where Lhey brought on
Ltheir best legal talent, It was a case
where Lthey drew as a judge a staunch,
principled. conservalive Republican.
Judge Matthew Brann. He called this
case “strained legal arguments without
merit’” and “speculative accusations.”
He called it —like Frankenstein's mon-
ster.,” a  haphazardly stilched lo-
gether’” case,

Judge Brann said he “has no aulhor-
iy to Lake away the right to vote of
even a single person. let alone millions
of citizens.”

On appeal Judge Bibas, a Trump ap-
pointee writing for the Third Circuit.
agreed, He said: ~Calling an eleclion
unfair does not make il so. Charges re-
quire specific allegations and then
prooi. We have neither here.”

Sg. we have judges—dozens and dou-
ens of them. Federal judges, Slate
judges. Democrats. Republicans—turn-
ing away these challenges. All they
ever wanted was evidence.

Here is Lhe number-one rule when
you go Lo court: Don't forgel Lo Lring
the evidence with you.

This objection. in all seriousness, re-
flects the most profound disrespect Lo
our American judiciary. We Pennsylva-
nians understand democracy. 1L was in
Pennsylvania that our Founders signed
the Constitution, and Arlicle II makes
it plain as day: We elect our President.
We don't have a king.

If you can undo & Presidential elec-
tion simply by alleging that something
was amiss, then we don’\ have a democ-
racy al all. We have something else en-
tively.

And if we vote Lo sustain this objec-
tion, we are nol upholding our Con-
stitution al all, We are doing some-
thing else entirely.

Let's vole ~*no’’ oh this objection.

Mr. DAVIDSON of Ohio. Madam
Speaker. I rise in support of (his ohjec
tion.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Ohio is recoznized for 5 minutes,

Mr. DAVIDSON of Ohio. Madam
Speaker. every one of us swore an oath
to support and defend the Constitution
of the United SBtates against all en-
emies. both foreign and domestic. T
swore thal oath in uniform. and the
first part of thal cath is the same as
what we sweal here in Congress,

The last Lime we needed Lo defend
our Constitution against a domestic
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enemy, we foughl a civil war, And at
the conclusion of Lhat Civil War we
passed the 13th. 14th, and 15Lh Amend-
ments Lthal make clear that no Slate is
so soversign thalt they can deprive
their citizens of egnal proteclion of the
laws.

When iL comes Lo elections. lhal
means one person gets one vole, It
doesn't mean thal other citizens can
dilute the votes of other citizens and
deprive them of egual protection. And
it doesn't mean that a State can do
Lthat by law or hy practice.

So whetler the law was changed and
made it such thal Lhere is no way Lo
provide equal proteciion—one person.
one vole—or the practice was cor-
rupted. it cannol stand. Frankly. last-
1y, it must guarantee thab there is 3
proof that it was equal proteclion
under the law.

None of that happened in a number of
Stales. The people of America, tens of
millions of them who came out. Lo vole.
have been unheard by this body and by
far too many courts. We need to show
them the respect they are due by Lhe
Constitution of the United States of
America, lhe Constitution Lhat we
fought to sustain to end the era of Jim
Crow (o pass civil rights legislation.
the Voling Rights Act, the Civil Rights
Act, and so many olher pieces of juris-
prudence,

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Will the gen-
tleman yield?

Mr. DAVIDSON of Ohio. I yield Lo
the genlleman from Ohio.

The SPEAKER pro Lempore. The gen-
tleman needs to maintain his position
and control of the time,

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohje. Madam
Speaker. I rise in suppori of this objec-
tion and Lo give voice to the 249.386
men and women cf Ohio’s Sixth Con-
gressional District who have had thelr
voices gilenced by the rogue political
actors in Pennsylvania who unilater-
ally and unconstitutionally altered
voting methods to benefit the Demo-
cratic candidate for President.

Secretaries of state and State su-
preme courts cannot simply ignore the
rules governing elections set forth in
the Conslitution. They cannot choose
to usurp their state legislatures Lo
achieve a partisan end. Constitution be
damned.

Madam Speaker, this is a sad day for
America. We have seen Lpo many sad
lays like thiz recently: assaulis on
courthouses, police stations. and now
Lthe U.5. Capitol. People who disagree
with the results of police work and
courl decisions are wrong to respond
violently, And people who disagree
with Lhe results of an election are also
wrong Lo respond with violence. Thank
you to the Capilol Police and all the
law enforcement involved for pro-
tecting the people’s House today.

Madam Speaker. some may guestion
our motives for raising Lhese objec-
tions, hut other Lhan the Bible. our
Constitulion is Lhe most sacrad docu-
ment known 1o man because i1 created
Lhe most free and prospercus nation in
human history,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

C 0210

2021 has the chance to be remembered
for when Lhe leaders of a deeply divided
America came together to defend that
sacred document and Lo ensure that
Lhe integrity of future Presidential
eleclions iz ensured. It is imperative
we take this opportunity. The future of
our Republic depends on iL.

Benjamin Franklin, in the summer of
1787. during the heated debale Lo creale
our sacred Constitution. said these fa-
mous words: I have lived long. sir. a
long time . . . and the longer I live. Lhe
more convincing proofs I see of this
truth . . . thal God governs in the af-
fairs of men.

=And, if a sparrow cannol fall to the
ground wilhout His notice. is it prob-
able that an empire can rise wilhout
His aid? We have been assured. sir, in
Lthe sacred writing that ‘Except the
Lord build it. they labhor in vain thatl
build it

Madam Speaker, 1 pray thal we
would turn to the God Almighty that
ordained our Nation into being to help
us in our time of need,

Mr, KINZINGER, Madam Speaker. I
rise in opposition Lo the objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman [1om
INinois is recognized for 5 minules.

Mr. KINZINGER. Madam Speaker, as
a student of foreign policy, if somebody
described Lo me the aclions that we
saw. I would have assumed we were in
a failed nation or a bhanana republic.
Storming past police, some carrying
the flag of the Confederacy, the mob
breached this House.

But there is good news: The democ-
racy held today,

For the last few years. misinforma-
tion and fear has heen fed inlo people
for profit and power. and for too many
vears. leaders around the country said
nothing and sometimes echoed those
messages becanse of the belief that
winning, no matter the cost. was worth
everything,

Today. we saw the resull of ignoring
Lhese warning signs.

People look to Washingtlon to give
hope. Instead. we simply amplify fears.

People look to us for expertise on
whal can and can'l be possible. Some-
times it is easier 1o say what makes
pecple feel good instead of the hard
facts.

Today. some Members of Congress
argue that we can unilaterally pick the
nexl Presidenl, that with our glorious
wisdom. armed with Twitier. we know
hetter than the American people. Some
have shown that. if conspiracies are re-
peated enough. they become facts and
they aren't disputed.

Even here in this Chamber after Lthe
events today. some speeches have been
shockingly tone-deaf. I have seen peo-
ple applaud cheap political lines that
ara embarrassing.

Power and cultural fights have di-
vided us so much that Lhey are Lhe ul-
timate goal now. and somelimes Lhe
oalh we swear Lo uphold feels like a
prop.

People have been lied Lo by Loo many
Ior too long.
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S0 here is the Lruth: Joe Biden won
{his election, the effort will fail. and
everybody knows il.

For some out there. this isn’t aboutl
making a statement for the betiermenl
of our country: it is aboul avoiding the
pain of leveling with the people and
Lelling them Lhe trulli: the emperor
has no clothes,

1 know many are disappointed in the
rasult. hut what legacy are we leaving?
Have our kids seen Lhe day where Ron-
ald Reagan and Tip O'Neill had a beer
over their differences. or have they
learned that to lead. you must tweet.
and sometimes all in caps, because now
this is Hollywood. fame is the ultimate
goal?

Bult the first step thal we can take 1o
restore this is (o reject the charade,
and what happens nexl is up to us.

We get threatened wilh primaries: we
worry aboul Lhe political implications.
Bul our names will long he forgolten:
the legacy of now will exist.

The botltom line: IT we ask men and
women Lo be willing Lo give their lives
for this Nation and we talk about their
service with tears In  our eyes.
shouldn™t we be willing Lo give up our
jobs to uphold thal Constitution?

Madam Speaker. I yield Lo Lhe gen-
tlewoman from Washington (Ms, HER-
RERA BEUTLER}.

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Madam
Speaker, is this a country, is Lhis an
America thal we wanl Lo give Lo our
children, a country of lawlessness, of
might makes right, of mob rule?

Previous generations of Americans
have laid down their lives to answer
*no" to that question. I do not want to
be the first generation of Americans so
selfish as to answer “‘yes,” Nothing is
more important to me Lhan preserving
this constitutional Republic as a Rep-
resentative,

Article I1 of the Constitution states:
~HKach Stale shall appoint. in such
manner as the legislalure thereof may
direct, a number of electors.” meaning
Lhat it is the duty of the State legisla-
Lures Lo select their electors in a man-
ner Lhey stipulate. Il is right here.

The Founders of our Republic did not
want to federalize elections. which is
why Lhey reserved the gelection of elec-
Lors to the State legislatures.

Historicallv. when Congress inter-
vened in Lhe elecloral process, it was in
the Civil War. It was when Slales were
sending mulliple slales of electors. Bul
Lhal is not the case today.

Of the six States actively being con-
tested. five have Republican legisla-
tures; five are controlled by one parly:
five liave Lhe authority to get together
and to vote to change the elector that
they sent to us,

How many of the six did? Not one.

Pennsylvania did not get together
and vote as a body and send us a new
slale of eleclors. They did not send us
a bill or a resolution ¢iting injustice al
Lhe State level.

None of them.

Are they cowards? Do Lhey nol know
the Censlitulion® Have they not read
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il, like you and I7 Or are they merely
passing the buck?

Here is the reality. Look. I believe
this was not a [raud-free eleclion. I be-
lieve Lhal there were prohlems in Penn-
svlvania and in Georgia. But the Con-
stilution gives us the rirht Lo fix thal
at Lhe State level, not throw cutl Lhe
electoral college. We do nol want Lo ab-
solve the responsibility of Lhe people in
those Stales Lo hold their own law-
makers accountable,

I. as a Washinglon State Congress-
womab. don't know better Lhan the
people in Pennsylvania and Georgia.

Folks. we can't vole to undermine
the elecloral college Loday. We have to
uphold il.

Mr. POSEY. Madam Speaker., I rise
in support of the objection.

The SPEAKER. The genlleman from
Florida is recognized for 5 minules.

Mr. POSEY. Madam Speaker. as you
have heard from both sides of Lhe aisle
over and over and over loday and to-
night, Members of Congress lake an
oath to protect and defend the Con-
stitution.

Clearly. Lthe Constitution says Stale
legislatures make voting laws, period.
end of subhjeclt. And. clearly. in Penn-
svlvania and some olher Stales. non-
legislators changed Lhose voling laws,

No maller who wins or who loses.
those are violations of the Constitution
whether vou. me. or ahyone else likes
it or not,

As Congressman DAVIDSON pointed
oul. over a dozen FBI agents were im-
mediately dispatched to fully inves-
Ligate Bubba Wallace's garage door.
But., sadly. the FBI never responded Lo
my request to invesltigate massive vot-
ing irregularity accusalions. like Lhe
video footage from Georgia thal we all
wished we didn’t see.

Neither has the Department of Home-
land Security. the Department of
State, the Postal Inspector General,
the Director of Nalional Inlelligence.
the CIA. and. saddest of all, the U.S,
Department of Justice,

The right to vole is not only a con-
stitutional right. it is also a civil right.
and we must protecl it. Running a fair
and transparent eleclion is not some-
thing America should run away fron.
1t is something we must live up Lo.

Every eligihle American has a righl
to have Lheir vote counled and the
righl to feel confident that his or her
vole was counled., nol neutralized by
an illegal vole,
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Otherwise. I fear our Republic is
doomed. Thal is why I implore you to
support a full investigation,

Madam Speaker. [ yvield Lhe halance
of my time to the fine gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. KELLY).

Mr. KEELLY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker. this has heen an inleresting
day. And I know we wanl to dehale
this. and we broughl up all kinds of
things, all kinds of pointz of history
and whatl happened and where il hap-
pened and all the rest of Lhis. and we
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are very. very grateful to the Capitol
Police and all Lhose who came in Lo
protecl us.

Butl the real dehate right now abouwl
Pennsylvania is Pennsylvania's Act 77,
Was il conslitutional or was it uncon-
stitutional? All the rest of the trim-
mings you cah sel aside and just de-
cide: Was il constitutional or unconsti-
Lutional?

Acl 77 changed Pennsylvania's voting
law and Pennsylvania’s Constitution,

Now, Pennsylvania could change that
law, hut it is done through an amend-
ment to the constitution. It is not just
done hecause somehody would like Lo
see that done.

We had a mail ballot that was avail-
ahle. IL was an absentee hallol, We qdid
not have a no~excuse hallotl.

Whal did Pennsylvania have to do to
get Lo the point where they would have
a ho-excuse mail-in ballot?

Number one, in Lwo successive ses-
sions of the Pennsylvania Legislature.
that had to he passed in that legisla-
Lion. one session after the other. If it
passed hoth times, then it had to he
published in every one of the 67 coun-
ties of Pennsylvania. twice. When thal
was finished. it then had Lo go hefore
the Pennsylvania volers Lo decide
whether they wanted the constitulion
amended.

Pennsylvania did the first one. They
aclually did take a vote, and 11 was
overwhelming. Bul Lhen they scrapped
iL. and they put it in an omnibug hill.
Thal is an unconstitutional change.
You cannol do it, It is thal simple.

So I love the idea about Washinglon
crossing the Delaware. I love Lhe idea
about Washington going through a Ler-
rible winter.

I hate the idea of what we had to go
through today. Bul if oaths don't mat-
ter. and we have all taken them. and if
the Constitution doesn’'t malter, why
do we even do it? Why go through this
charade Lhat somehow we are really
close friends. exceplt when il comes to
the really importiant things?

We have driven this country apart
through the people's House, and we
wonder what happened?

The biggesl loss on November 3 was
nol by Donald Trump; it was Lhe faith
and trusl that Lhe American people
losl in this voling sysletm hecause we
have allowed it to happen. It is uncon-
stitutional.

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker. 1 rise
in opposition.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
California is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker. 80
vears ago Loday., Franklin Roosevelt
delivered his third inaugural address.
“BEvery realisl knows.” he said. “thal
the democratic way of life at this mo-
ment is being directly assailed in every
part of the world—assailed either hy
arms. o1 by the secret spreading of poi-
sonous propaganda by Lhose who would
seek to destroy unity and promote dis-
cord in nations still at peace.”

Today. (he principal threal Lo our de-
moeracy comes Trom a different hut
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also poisoncus propaganda of those
who seek Lo destroy our unily and pro-
mole discord.

According Lo this propaganda. Amer-
iva cannol conduel a {ree or f{air elec-

lion. Our elections are rigged and
doomed,
According 1o this propaganda, the

voiers can ho longer decide who shall
he President. The Congress must decide
for them.

At a time when owr Nation faces an
unprecedented health crisis., with thou-
sands dying every day. with Americans
struggling Lo put food on the table and
keep a rocf over Lheir head, who are we
Lo say thal Lhe man America chose to
lead us oul of this calamily shall nol
take office?

The coronavirus will claim more
American lives than all of the casual-
Lies in World War IL. To meel Lhat mo-
ment will require unity. not discord:
will require an abiding faith in our
country, In our democracy, in our gov-
ernment’'s ability Lo function and pro-
vide for the needs of ils citizens.

The Members of this body cannot
continue to challenge the merits of an
election that was fairly conductled and
overwhelmingly won by Joe Biden. Il
must stop.

Look at the damage Llhal was
wrought in this House today. 1o this
country today. Is that not enough?

Roosevelt. said: “This Nation has
placed its destiny in the hands and
heads and hearts of its millions of [ree
men and women. . . . Our strength.” he
conecluded “is our unity of purpose.”

Liet us unite once again in defense of
the greatest. hope of freedom-loving
people around the world. this precious
democracy.

Madam Speaker, I yield Lo the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. RASKIN).

Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker, the
haseless attack on Pennsylvania and
ils electors brought to mind. for me.
the great Tom Paine, the champion of
popular democracy. who came over to
America to fight with us in the Revolu-
tion against the king. He lived in
Philadelphia. where he wrote “'Com-
mon Sense’ and “*The Age of Reason.”
And Paine said: In the monarchies. the
king is the law: hut in the democracies.
Lhe law will be King.

When you think about it. the peace-
ful transfer of power is the central con-
dition of maintaining democracy under
the rule of law, That is why Lhe famous
election of 1801 was such a big deal.

When John Adams relinguished the
Presidency to his passionatle adversary
and lifelong friend Thomas Jefferson,
il was the first. peaceful transition of
power between democracies in a demo-
cratic republic in the history of the
world.

And e said. as he rode hack Lo Mas-
sachusetts from Washinglon, Adams
said that he did Lhis hecause we are a
government of laws and not of men. We
will betray Lhis principle if we trade a
governmenl of laws for a government
of men or. even worse, 4 single man. or
an impressionable and dangerous mob
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intent on violenl sedition and insurrec-
Lion against our heloved democralic
Republic.

Here is Abraham Lincoln right before
the war. Al whal point. then. iz Lthe ap-
proach of danzer Lo be expecled? 1
would answer, if il ever reaches us, il
must spring up amongst us. It cannot
come from abroad. If destruction be
our lot, we musl. ourselves, be its au-
thor and ils finisher,

Madam Speaker. my family suffered
an unspeakable trauma on New Year's
Eve a week azo. But mine was not the
only family to suffer such terrible pain
in 2020. Hundreds of thousands of fami-
liez in America are still mourning
their family members. Many families
represented in Lhe Congress are still
mourning their family members who
have heen taken away from us by
COVID-19. by the opioid crisis. by can-
cer. by gun viclence, by the rising fa-
talilies assouvialed with the crisis in
mental and emotional health,

Encugh. my beloved colleagues. It is
time for America te heal. It is time for
onr families and communitlies Lo come
together. Let us stop pouring sall in
the wounds of America for no reason at
all. Let us start healing our beloved
land and pur wonderful people.

The SPEAKER. All time for debale
has expired.,

The question is. Shall the objection
submitted by the gentleman [rom
Pennsylvania (Mr. PERRY) and the Sen-
ator from Missouri (Mr. HAWLEY) he
agreed to.

The gquestion was laken: and the
Speaker announced thal Lhe noes ap-
peared to have il.

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania, Madam
Speaker. on lhat I demand the yveas
and nays.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant Lo section
3ts) of House Resolulion B, the yeas and
nays are ordered.

Members are reminded to vote when
their group is called and Lo leave Lhe
Chamber after they have voled.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there welrc—yeas 138. navs
282, not voling 11. as fellows:

[Roll No, 11)
YEAS 138

Aderholt Cole Green TN
Allen Crawivrd Groene (A
Artinzion Davidson Griffith
Hauin Desdanlnis Guest

Baird Diaz-Halan Tagedon
Banks Danalds Maris

Rents Dunean Tlavkhbaraer
Bergman unn Thuteler
Biee 1OK) Fstes Hern

Rires Fallon Herrell
Rishup iXCr Fischbach Hive (GA:
Boebert Fiigperald Hizein= (LA
Bost Fleirehmann Hudson
Brooks Foxx Lssn

Budd Frakhn. C Jackson
Butchett Srort Jucohs (NYH
Butyress Frlehey Johnson (L
Calvert Gaetz Johnron (OH!
Camma k Gargia (CA Jordan

Cuil Gibbs Jorvee TTA
Curter i Gimener Reller
Cauter 1T Gohmert Kelly (M5
Cawihimh Good 1VA- Rellv «P Ay
Chabut fen TX) Ku~toll
Cline LaMalia
Clourd Lamlan
Cluede Graves (MO Lesko

Lem
Leudermtk
Luras
Taeetkemeyel
Malliotakis
Mann

Ma-t
MiCarthy
MeClain
Mogser
Miller 111,
Shller WYY
Muouney
Moore i ALy
Mullin
Morphy ¢ XNC)
Nehls
Norman
Nune:
e

Adams
Aunilay
Allred
Amoder
Almsirony
Aunchjncloss
Axne

Racnn
Baldersun
Rart
Harrazan
Bass

Deaty

Bera

Biver
Bizhop 1GA
Blumenater
Blunt Ro hesier
Bonanici
Bourdeauy
Bowman
Royle Brendan

Brown
Brownley
Buchanan
Bueshon
Bush
Hustox
Buttetliceld
Carluial
Cardenas
Carsen
Cartwricht
Case
Caslen
Caslor IFLa
Caxtro 'TX)
Chenet
Chu
Cleilline
Clark tMaA
Clarke (NY)
Cleave
Clyiun
Colen
Comer
Connolly
Cooper
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craiz
Cronshaw
Crist
Criay
Cupllar
Cnrtis
Davids (K
Davis, Danoy K
Davis Rodnev
Dean
DeFazio
Deiiette
DeLaure
DelBine
Deluado
Demtugs
DeSaulnler
Dryted
Inneeli
Dot
DravTe, el
¥
B
Fseolnn
Exhoo

Oy
Ialazze
Padnie
Pebee

Pern
Priuzes
Irosey
Beschienthale
Dice 180
Rogers (A1)
Hoeers (KY
Rase
Rosendal
Rouzer
Rutheriord
Sealse
Hehwelket
Sesdions
Sl (3Mh
Smith (NE»

NAYS 282
Espaillat
Evans
Feenstia
Ferguson
Fitzpatrick
Flelcher
Fortenherry
Foster
Franke), Lis
Fardue
Gallacher
Gallewo
Garamenda
Garlarimo
Galvra dl
Garela (TXy
Golden
Gomez
Giotizales Tonv
Gonzalee (OHy
Gonzaler,

Vicente
Gotthenmel
Green Al TN
Gioalva
Gruethman
Guthrie
Haadand
Tarder (CAS
Hayoex
Herrern Beutler
Mzxins iINYY
Hif
Hines
Hinson
Hollinesworth
Horsford
Houlalan
Hoyel
Huffman
Huiznas
Javkson L
Jacobs 10y
Jaynpal
Jelfries
Johnson +GAr
Jobnson (314
Juhnson (TN
Jones
Kuhoele
Kaptur
Kntko
Keatinu
Kelly i
Khanna
Kildee
Kilmer
Kim 1CaAr
Kim N
Kind
Kinzinzet
Khikpartick
Krishnameor Lk
Kuslet
l.aHood
Lamy
Tangevin
Latsen :Was
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Ms. CLARKE ol New York changed her
vole from “vea” to “nay.”’

S0 Lhe objection was not agreed Lo.

The resull of Lthe vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
Lthe table.

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will now
nolify the Senate of the action of the
House. informing Lhat body that the
House is now ready to proceed in joint
session with the further counting of
Lhe electoral vote for Lthe President and
Vice President.

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Ms., Byrd, one of its clerks. an-
nounced that the Secretary of the Sen-
ate shall inform the House of Rep-
resentatives that the Senate s ready
to proceed in joint session with Lhe fur-
ther counting of the electoral votes for
President and Vice President.

(By unanimous consenl, Mr. HOYER
was allowed to speak out of order.)

HONORING SHUWANZA GOFF

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker. Lhis
would not be the time I would have
chosen, hut it may be Lhe last time
Lhal we are in session before the new
administration ¢comes in.

We are losing an extraordinary young
woman who has been with me for over
a decade and who is our floor leader.
our floor director. All of you know her.
Her name is Shuwanza Goff. and she
has been with me for a significanl pe-
riod of Lime.

Shuwanza is a wonderful person. And
the problem with having wonderful.
talented. good staff is thal at an ad-
ministration change, they sleal your
people. It is just a terrible thing Lhat
happens. Two of my siaff. Shuwanza
Goff and Mariel Saez, will be golng Lo
the administralion ag well, and I have
asked the administralion to please do
not take any more of my people.

But Shuwanza Goff has just been ex-
traordinary. Those of you who have
deall wilh her undersland how bright
she is.
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That is the bad news, Madam Speak-
er. that they have taken her. Bul the
zood news iz she is going to be the ad-
ministration’'s remesentalive to Lhe
House of Representalives, s0 we are
going to see a lot of Shuwanza. 1 am
sure she will be talking to both of us
on holh sides of Lhe aisle and urging us
to vole one way or the olher or gelting
ug information or doing all sortg of
things Lhal we might ask her to do and
that she would want to do for us.

1 want to say. Madam Speaker, and I
know wvou share my view. those of us
wlho have had an opportunilty to work
closely with Shuwanza. I love
Shuwanza Goff. She is just a wonderful
gpirit. She is smart. She knows the
rules. She knows the floor. I think Mr.
McCARTHY s and My, SCALIsE's slaffs
would say the same thing if I had given
them any notice Lthal we were roing to
do this, Dul T thoughlt we had some
time.

Shuwanza. 1 really do want lo Lhank
vou, and we wish vou Lhe best of luck.
We know you are not going far. 1 know
we are poing to see a lot of you. but we
wish you greal success in everything
you do,

I tell my staff, Madam Speaker. that
lhey can go off the payroll. bul they
cannotl go off the staff.

God bless, Shuwanza. and good luck.
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At 3:22 a.un., the Sergeanl at Arms.
Paul D. Irving, announced the Vice
President and Lhe Senale of the United
States,

The Senate entered the Hall of the
House of Representalives, headed by
the Vice President and Lhe Secrelary of
Lhe Senate. the Members and officers
of the House rising to receive them,

The Vice Presidenl took his seal as
the Presiding Officer of the joint con-
venlion of the two Houses, the Speaker
of the House occupying the chair on his
left. Senators Look seats to the right of
the rostrum as prescribed by law.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint
session of Congress Lo count the elec-
Loral vote will resume. The tellers will
take their chairs.

The Lwo Houses retired to consider
separately and decide upon lhe vole of
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. to
which an objection has been filed.

The Secrelary of Lhe Senale will re-
port Lhe action of the Senate.

The Secretary of the Senale read Lhe
order of Lthe Senale. as follows:

Ordered, That Lhe Senate by a vote ol 7
aves 1o 92 nays rejects the objection Lo the
electoral votes cast in the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania for Juseph R. Biden. Jv.. for
President and KiauaLa D, HARkis for Viee
President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Clerk of
the House will report the action of the
House.

The Clerk of the House read the order
of the House, as follows:

Ordered. That the House of Representatives
rejects (e objection to the electoral vole of
the Commonweallh of Pennsylvanis.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Pursuant Lo
the law. chapter 1 of title 3. United
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Slates Ceode. because the Lwo Houses
have notl sustained the objection. Lhe
original certificate submitted by the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania will he
counted as provided therein.

The Lellers will now record and an-
nounce the vole of Lhe State of Rhode
Island for Presidenl and Vice President
in accordance with the action of the
Lwo Houses.

This certificate from Rhode Island,
the Parliamentarian has advised me. s
the only certificate of vote from Lhal
Stale that purporis Lo bhe a return {from
the State and thal has annexed to il a
certificate from an authority of that
State purporting to appoint. and ascer-
tain eleclors.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Mr. Presi-
dent. the certificate of the electoral
vote of the State of Rhode Island seems
Lo be regular in form and aulhentic,
and it appears therefrom that Joseph
R. Biden, Jr., of the Slate of Delaware
received 4 votes for Presideni and
KaMALA D. HARRIS of the Stale of Cali-
fornia received 4 votes for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objecltions Lo counting Lhe certifi-
cate of vole of the State of Rhode Is-
land Lhat Lhe teller has verified ap-
pears Lo be regular in form and authen-
Lic?

There was no objection,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from South Caro-
lina. the Parliamentarian has advised
me. iz the only certificate of vote from
that State that purports to be a return
{rom the State and that has annexed Lo
il a certificate from an authorily of
that State purporting to appoint and
ascertain electors.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Ilinois. Mr.
President. the certificale of the elec-
toral vote of the Stale of South Caro-
lina seems to be regular in form and
authentic. and it appears therefrom
that Donald J. Trump of Lhe State of
Florida received 9 voles for President
and MICHAEL R. PENCE of the State of
Indiana received 9 voles for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Llere
any objections to counting the certifi-
cale of vote of the State of Soulh Caro-
lina that the teller has verified appears
Lo be regular in form and authentic?

There was no chjection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. Lhis certificate from South Da-
kota. Lhe Parliamentarian has advised
me. is the only certificate of vote from
that State that purports to be a return
{from the State and thal has annexed to
it a certificate from an aulhority of
that State pwrporting Lo appoint and
ascertain electors.

Senator BLUNT., Mr, Presidenl. the
certificale of the electoral vole of Lhe
State of South Daketa seems Lo be reg-
ular in formm and authenlic. and il ap-
pears Lherefrom that Donald J. Trump
of the State of Florida received 3 votes
for Presidenl and MICHAEL R, PENCE of
lhe State of Indiana received 3 vcles
for Vice President.
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The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections Lo counting the certifi-
cale of vote of the Stale of Soulh Da-
kota Lhal the teller has verified ap-
pears to he regular in form and authen-
(ie?

There was no objection.
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The VICE PRESIDENT. This certifi-
vitle from Tennessee, Lhe Parliamen-
Larian has advised me. is the only cer-
Lificate of elecloral vote {from Lhe
State thal purports Lo be a return from
the State and thal has annexed Lo iL a
certificate of an authority of that
State purporling to appeint or ascer-
tain electors,

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr, Presidenti., Lhe
certificate of the elecloral vole of Lhe
State of Tennessee seems 1o he regular
in form and authentic, and Il appears
therefrom that Donald J. Trump of the
State of Florida received 11 votes for
President and MICHARL R, PENCE of the
Stale of Indiana received 11 voles for
Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections to counting the certifi-
cale of the vote of the State of Ten-
nessee Lhat tlie teller has verified as
regular in form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from Texas, Lhe
Parliamenlarian has advised me. is the
only certificate of vole from the State
that purports Lo be a return from the
State and Lhal has annexed to it a cer-
Lificale of an authority of that State
that purports to appoint or ascertain
electors.

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Mr., Presi-
dent, the certificate of Lhe elecloral
vote of the Slate of Texas seams Lo be
regular in form and authentic, and il
appears therefrom that Donald J.
Trump of the State of Florida received
38 votes for President and MICHAEL R,
PEKCE of Lhe Slate of Indiana received
38 votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections Lo counting the certifi-
cate of the vole of the Stale of Texas
thal the teller has verified appears to
he regular in form and aulhentic?

There was ne objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT, Hearing
none. this certificate from Utah. the
Parliamentarian has advised me. is the
only certificale of vote from that State
that purporls to be a return fromn the
Stale and that has annexed to it a cer-
tificate of an authority from the State
purporting to appoint or ascertain elec-
tors.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of ILLINOIS.
Mr. President, the certificate of the
electoral vote of the Slate of Utab
seems Lo e regular in form and au-
thentic. and it appears therefrom that
Donald J. Trump of the Stale of Flor-
ida received 6 voles for President and
MICHAEL R. PENCE of the Slate of Indi-
ana received 6 votes for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any objections Lo counting (he certifi-
cale of the vote of the Slate of Ulah
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that the teller has verified to be reg-
ular in form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. this certificate from Vermonl.
the Parliamentarian has advised me. is
the only certificate of vote from Lhe
Statle that purports Lo be a return from
the State and that has annexed Lo it a
certificate of an authority from that
State purpeorting Lo appoint or ascer-
tain electors.

Senator BLUNT. Mr. President. Lhe
certificale of Lthe electoral vote of the
Stale ol Vermont seems Lo be regular
in form and authenlic. and it appears
therefrom thal Joseph R. Biden, Jr.. of
Lthe State of Delaware received 3 voles
for President and KAMALA D. HARRIS of
the State of California received 3 votes
for Vice President,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are ilhere
any objections Lo counting Lhe certifi-
cale of the vote of the State of
Vermont that the Leller has verified as
regular in form and authentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT, Hearing
none, Lhis certificale [rom the Com-
monwealth of Virginia, the Parliamen-
tarian has advised, is the only certifi-
cale of vote [rom that State thal pur-
ports to be a return from the Slate and
that has annexed Lo it a certificale of
an aulhorily from that same State pur-
porting Lo appoinl or ascerlain elec-
LOrs.

Ms, LOFGREN. Mr. President. the
cerlificate of the electoral vole of the
Commonweallth of Virginia seems Lo be
in regular in form and authentic, and it
appears therefrom Lhal Joseph R.
Biden. Jr.. of the State of Delaware re-
ceived 13 votes for President and
KaMaLA D. HARRIS of the State of Cali-
fornia received 13 votes for Vice Presi-
dent.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Lhere
any objections to counting the certill-
cate of the vote of the Commonweallh
of Virginia that the teller has verified
as appearing regular in form and au-
thentic?

There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none, this certificate from Washington.
the Parliamentarian has advised. is the
only certificate of vote from that State
that purperis to be a retwrn from the
State and that has a certificate of an
aulhority from the salme State pur-
porting Lo appoint or ascertain elec-
tors,

Senator KLOBUCHAR. Mr, Presi-
denl. the certificate of the electoral
vote of the State of Washington seems
Lo be regular in form and authentic.
and it appears Lherefrom that Joseph
R. Biden. Jr.. of the Stale of Delaware
received 12 voles for President and
Kayarna D. HARRTS of the Stale of Cali-
fornia received 12 voles for Vice Presi-
dent,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Lhere
any objections to counling the certifi-
cale of the vole of the Stale of Wash-
inglon that the teller has verified and
appears Lo be regular in form and au-
thentic?
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There was no objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none., lhis certificate from West Vir-
gmia. the Parliamenlarian has advised.
ig the only certificate of vote from Lhat
State that purports to be & return from
ithe State and thal has annexed Lo il a
certificate of an authority from the
State purporting to appoint or ascer-
Lain eleclors.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of ILLINOIS.
Mr. President. Lhe certificate of Lhe
electoral vote of the State of Wesl Vii-
zinia seems Lo be regular in form and
authentie, and it appears therefrom
that Donald J. Trump of the Stale of
Florida received 5 voles for President
and MIcHAEL R. PENCE of the State of
Indiana received 5 votles for Vice Presi-
denl.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are there
any ohjeclions Lo counting the certifi-
cate of the vole for Lhe State of West
Virginia that the teller has verified ap-
pears to he regular in form and authen-
tic?

There was no objeclion.

The VICE PRESIDENT., Hearing
none. this certificate from Wisconsin,
the Parliamentarian has advised. is the
only certificate [rom that Stale thal
purports Lo be a return from the Slate
and thal has annexed Lo il a certificate
of an aulhority from the State pur-
porting to appoinl or ascertain elec-
Lors.

Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. President. the
certificale of the electoral vote of the
Stale of Wisconsin seems to be regular
in form and authenlic. and il appears
therefrom that Joseph R. Biden. Jr.. of
the State of Delaware received 10 votes
for President and KaMaLA D. HARRIS of
the State of California received 10
voles for Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. For what
purpose does the gentleman from Texas
rise?

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. President, I ob-
ject Lo the electoral votes of the State
of Wisconsin because 71 House Mem-
hers. all of who condemn violence as we
witnessed today, are firmly commitied
to the resolution of disagreements in
civil, lawful. peaceful institutions with
full and fair dehate, free of violence.
And though nol a single court has al-
lowed an evidentiary hearing to listen
to the significant body of evidence of
fraud. and though some seize on the
courl's Tailure Lo misrepresent that no
court would listen to the evidence as
sayving evidence did not exisl: while
Democrat leaders in Milwaukee ille-
gally and unconstitutionally created
more than 200 illegal polling places:

tens of thousands of votes were
changed by workers. despite election
workers’ objections, plus so many

other illegalities Lo fraudulently creats
a 20.000-vote lead. we object. along with
a Senatol who now has withdrawn his
ohjection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Seclions 15
and 17 of title 8 of the United States
Code require thatl any objection he pre-
sented in writing. signed by a Member
of the House of Representatives and a
Senator.
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Is the objection in writing and signed
by a Member and a Senalor?

Mr. GOHMERT. IL is in writing. It is
signed by a Member. bul it is not
signed and objecled to hy a Senator,
Mr. President.

The VICE PRESIDENT, In that case,
the objection cannotl be entertained.

This certificate from Wyoming. the
Parliamentarian has advised. is the
only certificatle of vole from that State
and purports Lo be a relurn from Lhe
Slate and has annexed to it the certifi-
cate of an authority from the same
State purporting to appoint or ascelr-
Lain electors.

Senator BLUNT. Mr. President. the
certificate of the electoral vole ol Lhe
State of Wyoming seems Lo be regular
in form and authenlic, and il appears
therefromn that Donald J. Trump of the
State of Florida received 3 voles for
President and MICHAEL R. PENCE of the
State of Indiana received 3 votes for
Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Are Lhere
any objeclions Lo counting a certifi-
cate of Lhe vole of Lthe State of Wyo-
ming that Lthe Leller has verified ap-
pears 1o be regular in form and authen-
Lie?

There was no ohjeclion.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Hearing
none. the Chair advises Members of
Congress the certificates having heen
read, the tellers will agcertain and de-
liver the result to Lhe President of the

Senate.
Senator KLOBUCHAR. The under-
signed. Roy BLUNT and AMY KLO-

BUCHAR. Lellers on the part of the Sen-
ate: ZOE LOFGREN and RODNEY DAVIS.
tellers on the parl of Lhe House cf Rep-
resentatives. report the following as
the result of Lhe ascertainment and
counting of (he electoral voles for
President and Vice President of the
United Stales for the term beginning
on the 20Lh day of January. 2021. The
report we make is that Joe Biden and
KAMALA HARRIs will be the President
and the Vice Presidenl. according to
the ballots that have been given to us.
The tellers delivered to the President
of the Senale Lhe following statement
of results:
JOINT SESSION OF CONGERESS FOR TIE COUNTING
OF THE ELECTORAL VOTES FOI PRESTDENT

AND WVICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES OFFICLIAL TALLY
The undersigned. ROY BLUNT and

AMY KLOBUCHAR tellers on the part of
the Senate. ZOE LOFGREN and RODNEY
DAVIs tellers on the part of the House
of Represenlatives, reporl Lthe fol-
lowing as the result of the ascertain-
menl and counting of the electoral
vole for President and Vice President
of Lhe United States for the term he-
ginning on the Lwentieth day of Janu-
ary. lwo Lhousand and twenty one.
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Rovy BLUNT,

AMY KLOBUCHAH,
Telters pn the pait of
the Scrate
ZOE LOFGREN,
RODNEY DAVIS,
Tellers on (he puit of
the House of Rep-
resentalaes.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The stale of
the vole for Presidenl of the United
Slates, ag delivered to Lhe President of
1he Senale, is as follows:

The whole number of the electors ap-
pointed to vote for President of the
United Stales is 538, of which a major-
ily is 270.

Joseph R. Biden, Jr.. of the state of
Delaware. has received for President of
Lhe United States 306 votes:

Donald J. Trump. of the
Florida. has received 232 votes:

The stale of the vote Tor Vice Presi-
dent of the United States, as delivered
Lo the President of the Senale. is as
follows:

The whole number of the eleclors ap-
pointed to vole for Vice Presidenl of
the United States is 538. of which a ma-
jority is 270.

KaManla D. HaRRIs. of the stale of
California. has received for Vice Presi-
dent of the United States 306 voles:

MICHAEL R. PEXCE, of the stale of In-
diana. has received 232 voles.

This announcement of Lhe state of
Lthe vote by the Presidenl of Lhe Senate
shall be deemed a sufficient declara-
tion of Lhe persons elected President
and  Vice President of the Uniled
Stales, each for Lthe term Leginning on
Lthe twenlieth day of January. two

state of
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thousand and twenty one. and shall be
enlered. togelher with the list of the

voles, on the Jowrnals of the Senate
and House of Representalives.
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The VICE PRESIDENT. The whole

number of electors appointed Lo vole
forr President of the Uniled Stlates is
538. Within thal whole number. a ma-
jority is 270,

The voles for President of the United
States are as follows:

Joseph R. Biden. Jr.. of the State of
Delaware has received 306 votes.

Donald J, Trump of the State of Flor-
ida has received 232 voles.

The whole number of eleclors anp-
pointed Lo vote for Vice President of
1he United Stales is 538, Within that
whole number. a majoriLy is 270.

The voles for Vice President of Lhe
Uniled Stales are as follows:

KanmalA D. HARRIs of the State of
California has received 306 votes.

Michael R. Pence of the State of Indi-
ana has received 232 votes.

This announcement of Lhe stale of
the vole by the President of the Senate
shall he deemed a sufficient declara-
Lion of the persons elected President
and Vice President of the United
States. each for the term heginning on
the 20Lh day of January, 2021. and shall
De enlered. Logether with the list of the
votes, on Lhe Journals of the Senale
and House of Representalives.

The Chair now recognizes for the pur-
pose of a closing prayer Lhe 62nd Chap-
lain of the United States Senate, Chap-
lain Barry C, Black.

Chaplain BLACK. Lord of our lves
and sovereign of our beloved Nation.
we deplore Lhe desecration of the
United States Capitol Building. the
shedding of innocent blood, the loss of
life, and the quagmire of dysfunction
that threalen our democracy.

These tragedies have reminded us
that words matter and (hal the power
of life and death is in the tongue. We
have been warned that elernal vigi-
lance continues Lo be freedom’s price.

Lord. You have helped us remember
that we need Lo see in each other a
common humanity that reflects Your
image. You have strengthened our re-
solve Lo protect and defend the Con-
stitution of the United Stales against
all enemies domeslic. as well as for-
eign.

Use us to hring healing and unity Lo
a hurting and divided Nalion and
world. Thank You for what You have
hlessed our lawmakers Lo accomplish
in spite of threats to liberly.

Bless and keep us. Drive far from us
all wrong desires. incline our hearts ¢
o Your will, and guide our feel on Lthe
palh of peace. And God bless America.

We pray in Your sovereign name.

Amen.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The purpose
of Lthe joint session having concluded,
putsuant Lo Senate Concurrent Resolu-
tion 1, 117th Congress. Lthe Chair de-
clares the joint session dissolved,

(Thereupon. al 3 o'tlock and 44 min-
ules a.m., the joint session of the two
Houses of Congress was dissolved.)
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The SPEAKER pro tempore {Ms.
JACKSON LEE). Pursuant to Senale Con-
current Resolution 1. the elecloral vole
will be spread al large upon the Jour-
nal.

ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro Lempore. Pursu-
ant to seclion 5taxnli Bt of House Reso-~
lution 8, the House stands adjourned
until 11 a.m. on Monday, January 11.
2021.

Thereupen (at 3 o'clock and 48 min-
utes a.m. ). under its previous order. the
House adjourned uniil Monday, Janu-
ary 11. 2021, av 11 a.m.

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII. public
Lills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred. as follows:

By Mr. CLOUD (Jor himsell. Mr. ALLFX.
Mr. STEUCBE. Mr. Davipsox, My,
BERGMAN, My, PALMER. My, RTTHER-
FORD. and Mr. BAIRD

H.R. 217. A hill to amend Litle 38, United
States Code. 10 direct. the Secretary of Vel-
erabs Affalts Lo enforee Lhe licensure re
quirement for medical providers of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs: (o Lhe Com-
milttee on Veterans' Affairs

By Mr. PFLUGER ifor himself. Mr,
Toxy Goxzanks of Texas, Mrs BICE
of OKklahoma. Mr. Jacksox., Ms
HERRELL, Mr, BamIN. Mr. Roy. M.
CrENsHAW, Mr. Farnnox, and My
ARRINCTON):

H R, 218. A hill to prohibit the Secretary of
the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture
from issuing moratoriums on issuing new cil
and gas leasss and drill permils on vertain
Federal lands: to the Commilles on Natural
Resources, and in addition to the Commitlee
on Agriculture, lor a perlod to be subse-
fuently determined hy the Spealker. in each
case for consideration of such provisicns as
Il within (he jurisdiction of the committee
concerned,

By Myr. DOGGETT:

H.R. 219, A bill to amend the Trade Act ol
1974 to exclude from eligibility for Lhe gener-
alized system of preferences any country
Lthat fails to effectivelv enlorce its environ-
mental laws or meet its international envi-
ronmental obligalions. and for other pur-
poses: Lo the Committee on Ways and Means,

By Mr. EMMER for himgelf and M.
RODKNEY DAVIS of Illinoisy,;

H.R. 220. A hill to make supplemental ap-
propriptions Lo carry oul larm slress pro-
grams. provide for expedited additional sup-
port under the farm and ranch stress assist-
ance nelwork. and [or other purposes: to the
Committee on Agricullure,

By Ms. ESHOO:

H.R. 221. A Dhill to amend title 3. United
States Code. to modily the oath of office
taken by individuals 1n the civil service o2
uniformed services, and of other purposes; 1o
the Commitiee on Oversight and Relorm

By Ms, BESHOO (for herself and
MOeBACHINY

H.R. 222, A bill Lo Lreat the Tuesday next
alter the first Monday in November in the
same mannel ax any legal public holiday for
purposes of Federal employment. and lor
other purposes: (o the Committee on Over-
sighil antd Reforn.

By My, ESPAILLAT (lor hintsell atud
My, SIRE=)

H.R. 223. A blll to direct the Seeretmy ol

Health and Human Services (o relmburse
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qualified health care providers for the costy
of purchasing, leasinge, installing, and oper-
ating qualified equipment for cold storase ol
COVID-19 vacceines: to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commeyce.
By Ms. GARCIA of Texas (for hersell
Myr. CazTro ol Texas, Mr. BABIN, Mr
VELA. Ms. Jorxsox of Texas, Ms
JACKSON LEE. Mr. Rov. Mr, Veasky,
Mr, TAYLOR. Mr. WiLL1aM~ of Texas.
and Mr. GnREeN of Texas):

H.R. 224. A bill to designate the lacility of
the Tnited States Postal Service localed at
5302 Galveston Road in Houston., Texas. as
(he ~Vanessa Guillén Post OITice Building ™
(o the Commillee on Oversizhl and Relorm.

By Mr. GRIFFITH:

H.R. 225. A hill Lo amend chapter 44 of title
18, United States Code, Lo more comprehen-
sively address the inlerstate transportation
ol [lirearms or ammunition: 1o the Com-
mittee on the Judlelary.

By Mr. GRIFFITH,

H.R. 226, A bill ro direct the United States
Postal Servive to designale a single. unigue
ZIP Cofle for Fairlawn. Virginin., and fer
olher purposes: Lo the Committee on Over
sight and Relorm

By Mr. HASTINGS
Mrs, Hayms):

H.R. 227, A hill Lo provide dedicated fund-
inz for the national infrastiuetare invesi-
ment program and the capital invesLment
grant prograin, ind for other purposes: to the
Conumitiee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. and in addition to the Committee
on Ways and Means, lor a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker. in each
case [or consideration of such provisions as
rall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. LAMALFA:

H.R, 228. A bhill to designate the facllity of
the United States Postal Service located at
2141 Ferry Street in Anderson, Califoirnia, as
Lhe “Norma Comnick Post Office Building™;
to the Committee on Qversight and Reforn.

By Mr. RUIZ:

H.R, 229. A bill to amend the Federal Elec-
tion Campalgn Act of 1971 to prohibit a can-
didate lor election for Federal office [rom
using amounts contributed to the can-
didate’s campalgn Lo make pavments 10 ven-
dors owned or controlled by the candidale or
hy an immediate [Amily member of the can-
didate; to the Committes on Honse Adminis-
Lration.

By Mr. RUIZ:

H.R. 230, A bill to prohibit Lhe use ol funds
provided for the official travel expensey of
Members of Congress and otlier officers and
employvees of the legislalive branch for air-
line accommodations which are nol coach-
class accommodations. and lor other pur
poses. 1o the Committee on House Adminis-
iration.

By Mr. RUIZ:

H.R. 231. A bill Lo prevent the enrichment
of vertain Government officers and employ-
pes or their families through Federal funds
or contractingz, and for otller purposes: to the
Commitiee on Oversight and Reform.

By My, RUIZ:

H.E. 232, A bill to amend the Ethics in Gov-
ernment Acl of 1978 to require the President,
Vice President. and Cabinet-level officers Lo
release their tax returns. and lor other pur-
poses: 10 the Committee on Waye and Meanr.
and in addition to the Committee on Over-
sight and Reforin, for a period to he subpe-
quently determined by the Speaker. in each
case for consideration ol such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the commilies
concerned.

By Mr.
DEANY

H.R 233. A bill to amend the Traflicking

Victims Protection Act of 2000 1o include [1-

tfor himsell and

STEIL for himsell” and Ms,
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nancial eriminal activities assoclated with
the facilitation ol severe lorme ol tralfleking
in persons within the factors considered as
indicia of serious and sustained efforts to
eliminate severe forms of traffickipg in per-
sons, and for other purposes: to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Aflfairs,
By Mr, TAKANO:

H.R. 234 A hill to amend title 38. TUnited
States Code, 1o treat certain individuals who
served in Vietnam as a member of Lthe armed
lorees of the Republic of Korea as a veteran
of the Armed Forces of the United States for
purposes of the provision of health care by
the Department of Veterans Affairs: to the
Committee on Velerans Aflajrs,

By Ms. VELAZQUEZ (for hersell. Mrs.
CarolYN B. MALONEY of New York.
M1, EsranrnaT. Ms. MENG, Mr. NAD-
LER. Msy. Ocisto-ConTra. Ms. CLARKE
of New York. Mi. JEFFRIES, Miss Rick
of New York, and My, BU0zEL):

HER. 235 A Dill to aulherize additional
moenies to the Public Housing Capital Fund
of the Department ol Housing and Trhan De-
velopment, and for other purposes; to the
Comunitlee on Finanaial Services.

By Mr. DOGGETT (for himsell and Mr.
SMITH of New Jersey);

H. Res. 20. A resolulion expressing support
for Lhe goals and ideals of “Natlional Hydro-
cephalus Awareness Month™: Lo the Com-
mitiee on Energy amd Commerce.

I

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XIl of
the Rules of the House of Reptresentla-
tives. Lhe following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in Lhe Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By My. CLOTD:

H.R. 217.

Congress has Lhe power to enact Lhis legis-
lalion pursuant to the followinyg:

Article 1. Section 8, Clause 17

“To make all Laws which shall be nec-
essary and proper for carrying inte Execu-
tion the (oregoing Powers. and all other
Powers vested by this Constilution in the
Government of the United States. or In any
Department or Officer thereof.,”

By Mr. PFLUGER:

H.R. 218.

Congress has Lhe power to enact Lhis legis-
lation pursuant to the lollowing:

Arlicle 1. Section 8

By Mr. DOGGETT:

H.R. 219.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
Iation pursuant to Lhe [ollowling:

Article 1 Section 8 of the Constitution of
Lhe United States of America, The Congress
shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes,
Dutles, Imposts and Excises, to pay the
Debts and provide for the common Defence
and general Wellare of the United Stales: but
all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uni-
form throughout the Uniled States.

By Mr. EMMER:

H.R. 240,

Congress has the powel (o enact this lewis-
lation pursuant Lo the following:

Article 1. Section 8

By Ms. ESHOO:

H.R, 221.

Congress has the power (o enavt Lhis legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 3 of article V1 of the Constitution.

In McCulloeh v, Marvland., 17 TU.s. 316
(1819, the Supreme Court stated. ~Yet he
would he charved with insanity who should
contend that the lepislature might not
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superadd to e oath directed By the Con-
stitution such other oath of office as its wis-
don might sugrest.”™

By Ms. ESHOO:

H.R. 222

Congress has the power Lo enacl this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Artiele 1. Sectlon 4 of Lthe Constitulion

By Mr, ESPAILLAT:

H.R. 223,

Congress has the power to ennct Lhis legis-
lation pursuant Lo the followiny:

Article One of the TUnited States Constilu-
tion, section 8. clause 18:

The Conuress shall have Power To make
all Laws which shall he necessary and proper
Ior varryibg into Execulion Lhe [oregoing
Powers. and all other Powers vested by Lhis
Constitution [n the Government ol the
United Stales, or in any Department or Offi-
cer thereof

By Ms. GARCIA of Texas:

H.R. 224,

Congress has the power Lo enavl Lhis legis-
Iation pursuant to the [ellowing:

Anrticle I, Section B. Clause T: [The Con-
wess shall have Power . ] To establish
Post. Offices and pest. Roads

By Mr. GRIFFITH:

HR. 225,

Congress has the power to enact this legls-
lation pursuant to the following:

This Dill is enactad pursuant to the power
pranted Lo Congress under Article I. Section
8§ of the United Slates Constitution.

By Mr, GRIFFITH:

H.R. 2%6.

Congress has the power Lo enact 1his legis-
lation pursuani to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to the power
zranled Lo Congress under Article I. Seclicon
8. Clause 7 of the United Statex Constitution,

By Mr. HASTINGS:

H.R. 227.

Congress has the power Lo enact this legls-
lation pursuant to the lollowing:

Article 1, Section §

By My, LaMALFA:

H.R. 228,

Congress has the power to enacl Lhix legls-
lation pursuant to the following!

Atticle I, Section 8

By Mr. RUIZ:

H.R. 229,

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant Lo the following:

Arligle I. section 8. Clauses 1 and I8 of the
United Stales Constilulion. te provide for
the general welfare aml make all laws nec-
essary and proper Lo carry out the powers ol
Congress.

By Mr. RUIZ:;

H.R. 230.

Congress has the power Lo enact Lhis legis-
lation pursuant to Lhe following:

Article I, section 8. Clauses 1 and 18 of the
United States Constitution. to provide lor
the general welfare and make all laws nec-
essary and proper to carry out the powers of
Congress.

By Mr. RUIZ:

H.R, 231.

Congress has the power to enacl this legis-
lation pursuant to the (ollowlng:

Article 1. section 8. Clauses 1 and 18 of the
United States Constitution. to provide for
the general wellare and make all laws nec-
essary and proper Lo carry oul the powers of
Congress.

By Mr. RUIZ:

HER. 232

Congress has the power to enact Lhis legis-
lation pursuanl 1o the following.

Article I. sectlon B. Clauges 1 and 18 of the
United States Conpstitution. o provide [on
e general welfore aml make all laws nee-
essaly and proper Lo carry out lhe powers of
Congress,
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By Mr, STEIL:
H.R. 233.
Congress has the powel [0 enact Lhis leds-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article L. Section 8 Clauze 3 ol the Uniled
States Conatitution
By Mr TAKANO:
HRER. 2M
Conuress has (he power 1o enact ths legis-
lation pursuant to the followin::
Article L. Section 8
By Ms. VELAZQUEZ.
H.R. 235
Congress has the power 10 enact this legis-
Iation pursuant (o the following:
Article 1. Section 8. Clagse 1
The Congress hall have Power to
vide for the weneral
United States: .

.. pro-
Welfare ot Lhe

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII. sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions. as {follows:

HR 24: Mr. BURGEsS,

HER. 26: Mr. BalbERsoN. Mir. BaNKs. Mr
BiLamakm=. My, Corx, Mr. Ronkey Davis of 11-
linois. Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. FLEISCIHMANY,
My, GROTIAMAN, Mr. GUTHRIE. Mrs. HIN i
Mr, JOHNSON of South Dakota, Mr. LAMALFA,
Mr. LATTa. Mr. McHeRRY, Mrs, RobGeks of
Washington, Mr. PFLUGER. My, RUPHENFGRD.
Mr, SCHWEREIRERT., Mr., WRIGHT. and My,
STAUBER

H.R 40 Mr, Priew of North Carolina, My
CasTR of Texas, Mr, ToEREs of New York.
and My, SATH of Washington,

H.R. §1: My, HasTINGs.

H.R. 82 Mr. Kivaxoknr, Mr. Pricr of North
Caroiina, and Mr. BURGE=SS.
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H.R 97 Ms Wb, Ms BEsioo, Mr.
CApDENAS, Mro JUURsON  of Georgilo. My
VarGas, Mi. MERRS, M= CLaRKE of New
York., Mr. Evans, Ms, KELLY of Illinois, My,
KHANNA. Mr. GriJaLvA, Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mrs,
LAWRENCE, Mr, Lixv., AMs  PINGRER. Als
EsCuBAk, Mr. HAsTINGs. Mp. Raskix, Ms

Bass, My, Pay My, DBLUMEXNAURR., A
Warson Corpvan. My, TrOXNE, Mr. RUSH. Mr
Pocax, Mr. BRowx, Mr. Toxgo, Ms, SCANLON,
My, LOWENTHAL. Ms. MENG. Mr., CooriR. Ms,
LOPGREN. Mrs, TRAHAN. Ms. CHU, Mrs. CARO-
LYy B. MaLoNEY of New York. M:, BREYER
Mr. MALINOWSEL Ms. DEAK, Ms. SPEIER. Mr
Colex. and My, LEVIN of Michigan,

H.ER. 173: Mg, BCHAKOWSEY. Mr, HASTINGS.
Mr. Svozzi. Ms. Nogrox, and Ms, Garcia ol
Texas,

H,J, Res. 120 Mr. HERN. My, LAHO0OD, Mr
WRIGHT, Mr. FrrocHiEr. Mr Doxanbs, M
BURCHETT, and Mrs. WAGNER.
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The Senale mel af 12:30¢ p.m. and was
called to order by (he President pro
lempore tMr. GRASSLEY .

e ———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr, Barry C. Black. of-
fered Lhe [ollowing praver:

Lel us pray.

Almighty God, have compassion on
us with Your unfalling love. As owr
lawmakers prepare Lo formally certify
Lhe votes vast by the electoral college,
be present with them. Guide our legis-
lators with Your wisdom and truth as
Lhey seek to meel the requirements of
the U.S. Constitulion. Lord. inspire
them to seize this opportunity to dem-
onstrale to the Nation and werld how
the democratic process can be done
properly and in an orderly manner.
Help them to remember that history is
a faithful sienographer. and so are
You.

We pray in Your sovereign Name.
Amen.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Presidenl pro Lempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

1 pledge alleglance to the Flag ol the
United Slates of America, and to the Repub-
lie for which it stands. one nation under God.
indivisible, with liherty and justice for all.

e —————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
LaNKFORD). Under the previous order.
Lhe leadership time is reserved,

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senale will he
in a pericd of morning husiness. with
Senators permitted to speak Lherein
for up to 10 minutes each.

Senate

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF
THE SENATE
The PRESIDING OFTFICER laid be-
fore the Senate Lhe Jollowing letler
from the Secretary of Lhe Senate,
which was ordered Lo lie on Lhe Lable:

DEAR Mk. PRESIDENT: On Tuesday. January
5. 2021. the President of the Uniteid States
sent by messenger the attached sealed enve-
lope addressed Lo the President of the Senals
dated January 5. 2021, said to contain 2 mes
sage regarding additjonal steps addressing
the 1lueal posed by applications and other
software developed or conlrolled by Chinese
companies. The Senate nol being in session
on the day which the President delivered
this mess=age. I accepted the message at 500
pm.. and I now present Lo you the Presi-
dent’s message, with the accompanying pa-
pers. for disposition by the Senate,

Respecifully.
JULIE AL ADAMS.
Secrefury of the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Towa.

MEASURE PLACED ON THIE
CALENDAR—S. 11

Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. President. I un-
derstand there is a bill at the desk that
is due for a second reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
tlerk will read the bill by title for the
second Ltime.

The senior agsistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (8. 11) to provide for an exveption to
a limitation against appeintment ol persons
as Secretary of Defense within seven yveays of
relief [rom active duty as a regular commis-
sioned officer of the Armed Forces,

Mr., GRASSLEY. In order to place
Lhe bill on the calendar under the pro-
visions of rule XIV. I would object to
its further reading.

The PRESIDING OPFFICER. Objec-
tion having heen heard, the Lill will he
placed on the calendar.

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 13

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President. I un-
derstand Lhere is a bill at Lhe desk, and
1 ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The senior assistant legislalive clerk
regtd as follows:

A Dill (8. 13! to edtablish an advisory com-
mittee Lo make recommentdations on im-
provements to the security. inlegrity, and
administration of Federal elecLions,

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I now
ask unanimous consent for a second
reading. and in order Lo place Lhe bill
on the calendar under the provisions of
rule XIV. I object to my own requesl.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having heen heard, the bill will re-
celve Ils second reading on Lhe next
lerislative day.

JOINT SESSION OF THE TWO
HOUSES—COUNTING OF ELEC-
TORAL BALLOTS
The PRESIDING OFTFICER. Under

the provisions of 5. Con. Res, 1. the

Senate will now proceed as a body Lo

the Hall of the House of Represenla-

Lives for the counting of the electoral

hallots.

Thereupon, Lhe Senate, al 12:51 p.m..
preceded by Lhe Secretary of the Sen-
ale, Julie K, Adams, and the Depuly
Sergeanl al Arms, Jennifer Heming-
way. proceeded to 1he Hall of the House
of Representnlives for the purpose of
counting electoral hallols.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Pursuant to
S. Con, Res. ] and section 17. title III.
U.S. Code. when ihe Lwo Houses with-
draw from the joint session to counl
Lhe electoral vole for separale consid-
eralion of an ohjection. a Senalor may
spank Lo the objection for 5 minuntes
and not more than once. Debate shall
not exceed 2 hours., after which Lhe
Chair will pul the question: Shall the
objection be sustained?

@ This “buller” symbol identifies stawments or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.
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The clerk will report the objection
made in the joint session.

The senior assistanl legislative clerk
read as follows:

Oljection Dony Representalive Gosan ftom
Arvizona and Senator CrUz and others, “We. a
Membel of the House of Represenlatives and
a United Btates Senator, object 1o the count-
ing of the electoral votes of the State of Ari-
zona on the gsround that they were not. under
all of the known cireumstances. regularls

2iven.”’
e ——d———
RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader is recoguized.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President. 1
ask unanimous consent that the major-
ity leader and Lhe Democratic leader
he allowed to speak and that following
their remarks. Lthe majority leader and
the Democralic leader each control up
Lo 1 hour of debale time and he author-
ized 1o yield up to 5 minutes of thal
Lime to any Senator seeking recogni-
Lion, Further. I ask unanimou® consent
lhat Lhe Senators bhe permitted to in-
sert statements inte the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is Lhere
ohjection?

Without objeclion. it is so ordered.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.

CHALLENGE TO THE ELECTORAL
COLLEGE

Mr, McCONNELL. Mr. President. we
are febaling a step Lthat has never heen
taken in American history: whether
Congress should overrule the volers
and overtwn a Presidential election.

1 have served 86 vears in the Senale.
This will he the most important vote I
have ever cast.

President Trump claims the election
was stolen. The assertions range [1om
rpecific local allegations. Lo constitu-
lional arguments, lo sweeping con-
spiracy theorles. I supported the Presi-
dent’s right 1o use the legal system.
Dozens of lawsuits received hearings in
courtrooms all across outr country. bul
cver and over. courts rejected Lhese
claims. including all-star judges whom
the President himself nominated.

Bvery election. we know. Tealures
some illegality and irregularity, and.
of course. that iz unacceptable.

1 support strony State-led votling re-
forms. Last wyear's bizarre pandemic
procedures must not hecome Lhe new
norm. Bul, my colleagues. nothing he-
fore us proves illegality anyvwlere near
the massive scale—lhe massive scale
that would have tipped the entire elec-
tien. nor can public doubt alone justify
a radical break when Lhe doubt itself
was incited without any evidence.

The Conslitution gives us here in
Congress a limited role. We cannot
simply declare ourselves a national
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board of elections on steroids. The vot-
ers, the courts. and the States have all
spoken. They have all spoken., IT we
cverrule them. it would damage our
Republic forever.

This eleclion aclually was nol unuso-
ally close. Just in recenl history. 1976.
2000. and 2004 were all closer than Lhis
one, The elecioral college margin is al-
most identical to what i1 was in 2016. If
Lthis election.were overturned by mere
allegations from the losing side. our
democracy would enter a dealh spiral.
We would never see the whole Nalion
aceept an election again, Every 4 vears
would be a scramble for power al any
cost. The electoral college. which mosL
of us on Lhis side been have defending
for years. would cease Lo exisl, leaving
many of our States with no real say at
all in choosing a President,

The effecls would go even beyond the
alections themselves. Self-government.
my colleagues. requires a shared com-
mitment to the truth and a shared re-
spect for the ground rules of owr sys-
Lem. We canuot keep drifting aparl
into two separate Lribes with a sepa-
rate set of facls and separale realities
wilh nothing in common excepl our
hostilily loward each other and mis-
trust for Lhe few national institutions
that we all still share.

Every time—every time in the last 30
years thal Democrals have lost a Pres-
idential race. they have Lried a chal-
lenge just like this—afler 2000, after
2004. and after 2016. After 2004, a Sen-
alor joined and forced the same debate.
And. believe IL or not. Democrats like
Harry Reid. Dick DURBIN, and Hillary
Clinton praised—praised and applauded
the slunt. Republicans condemned
those haseless efforts back then. and
we just spent 4 years condemning
Democrals’ shameful attacks on the
validity of President Trump’s own elec-
tion. So Lhere can he ne double stand-
ard, The media thal is oulraged Loday
spent 4 years aiding and abelting the
Democrals’ atlacks on our institutions
afler they lost.

But we must not imitate and escalate
whal we repudiale, Our duty is to gov-
ern for Lhe public good, The United
States Senate has a higher calling than
an endless spiral of partisan vengeance,

Congress will eithier overrule the vot-
ers, the States. and the courls for the
first time ever or henor the people’s de-
cision. We will either guarantee Demo-
crals’ delegitimizing efforts after 2016
hecame a permanent new routine for
holh sides or declare that our Nation
deserves a lot Debter than this, We will
eitlier hasten down a poisonous path
where only the winners of elections ac-
tually accepl the results or show we
can still muster the palriotic courage
that our forebears showetl not only in
victory butl in defeal.

The Framers built the Senale Lo slop
shorl-term passions from boiling over
and melting the foundallions of our Re-
public. So I believe prolecling our con-
stitulicnal order requires respecling
the limits of our own power. It would
he unfalr and wrong Lo disenfranchise
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Amerivan  volers and overrule the
courts and the States on Lhis extraor-
dinarily thin basis. and 1 will not pre-
tend such a vole would be a harmless
protest gesture while relying on others
10 (o the right thing. I will vote Lo 1e-
spect the people’s decision and defend
our Sys[(‘lﬂ ol governnient as we know
i,

——— e ————
RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The VICE PRESIDENT., The Demo-
eratic leader is recognized.

| — T ———

CHALLENGE TO THE ELECTORAL
COLLEGE

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Vice President.
as prescribed by Lhe Constitution and
the laws of the Nalion. the purpose ol
Lhis joint session is for Lellers, ap-
pointed on @ biparlisan basis by the
Lwo Houses, to read Lo the Congress the
resulls of an election thal has already
happened. We are here Lo receive an an-
nouncement of a vote that has already
heen certified by every Slale in the
Union and confirmed by the courls
many Limes—many Limes over. We are
here to wateh the current Vice Presi-
dent open envelopes and receive the
news of a verdicl that has already heen
rendered, It is a solemn and august oc-
casion, no doubt. hut il iz a formality.

The Congress does not determine the
outcome of elections; the people do,
The Congress is not endowed with the
power to administer elections: our
States are given that power.

By the end of Lthe proceedings today.
Lthete will Le confirmed once again
something Lhat is well known and well
setlled: The American people elected
Joe Biden and KaMATLA HARRIS to be
the nexl President and Vice President
of the United Slates, Yet a number of
our colleagues have organized an effort
Lo undermine and objecl to that free
and fair election. They are in the mi-
nority. They will lose: Lhey know thal.
They have no evidence of widespread
voler fraud upon which Lo hase their
objections. Thatl is because tlhere is
none, There is none. not brought hefors
any of Lhe courts successfully.

They know that President Tirump
and his allies have sulfered a defeat in
court after courlt across the country.
losing no fewer than 62 legal chal-
lenges, And. I might add, many Repub-
lican-appointed judges—some ap-
pointed by President Trump—rendered
those decisions.

They know—you all know—Lithat Joe
Biden and KAMALA HARRIS are going Lo
be sworn in as President and Vice
President of the United States on Jan-
uary 20. but theyv are going Lo object to
the counting of the vote anyway. and
in the process. thev will embarrass
Lthemselves, 1they will embarrass their
party, and worst of all, they will em-
barrass their country,

This insarrection wasz fortunately
discouraged by the leadership of the
majority party. bul it was not quelled.
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It is a very s=ad comment on our times
Lthat merely avcepting the resulls of an
election is considered an acl of polit-
jeal courage. Sadder and more dan-
verous still is the fact that an element
of Lhe Republican Parly believes their
political wviability hinges on the en-
dorsement of an attemptled coup. thal
anyone—much less an elected official—
would be willing Lo tarnish our democ-
racy in order to burnish Lheir persenal
pelitical fortunes.

Over the course of the afternoon and
however far into the evening this hand
of Republic objectors wants to take us.
Senators of good will from both sides of
the aisle will explain why Lhese chal-
lenges must he dismissed. The Senalors
flrom Stales whose electoral voles are
being challenged will explain how the
allegations of fraud are baseless, And a
substantial bipartisan majority must
vole 1o put down lhese objections and
defend the sanctily of our eleclions and
indeed—and indeed —our greal and
arand democracy because that is what
we ate talking aboul today: the health
of power democracy. this wonderful.
beautiful. grand democracy where Lhe
peacefu]l passing of the torch is
extolled by schoolchildren in the sec-
ond grade hut not by some here.

Az we speak, half of our volers are
baing  conditioned by the outlgoeing
President Lo helieve (hal when his
party loses an eleclion, (he resulls
musl not be legitimate.

As we speak. the eves of the world
are on Lhis Chamber. qguestioning
whether America is still the shininyg
example of democracy. the shining city
on the Hill.

What message will we send Loday Lo
our people. to Lhe world thal has so
looked up to us for centuries? What
message will we send Lo fledgling de-
mocracies who study our Constitulion.
mirror our laws and tradilions in Lhe
hopes that they. Ltoo. can build a coun-
try ruled Ly Lhe consent of Lhe gov-
erned?

What message will we send to Lhose
countries where democratic values are
under assault and look to us Lo see if
those values are slill worth fighting
{or?

What message will we send to every
dark corner of Lthe world where human
rights are betrayed. elections are slo-
len, human dignity denied?

What will we show those people? Will
we show those people that there is a
better way io ensure Iliberty and oppor-
tunity of humankind?

Sadly. a small band of Republican oh-
jecltors may darken the view of cur de-
mocracy today. hut a larger group of
Senalors and House Members [rom
holh sides of the aisle ¢can send a mes-
sage. loo: that democracy beats deep in
the hearts of our cilizens and our elect-
ad representatives: thal we are a coun-
1y of laws and of not men: Lhal our
Ltraditions are not so easily discarded.
even by our President: thal facls mal-
ter: that truth matters; thal while de-
mocracy allows [ree speech and free ex-
pression. even il that expression is
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antidemocratic, there will always, al-
ways he—praise God—a far broader and
stronger coalition ready to push hack
and defend everything we hold dear.

We can send Lhal message today by
voting in large and overwhelming num-
hers (o defeatl (hese objections. My col-
Teagues. we each swore an oalh just 3
davs ago Lthat we would defend and sup-
port Lhe Constitution of the United
States againsl all enemies, foreign and
domeslic: thal we would hear true faith
and allegiance to the same.

We swore thal we took this obliga-
tion freely. without any mental res-
ervation or purpose of evasion. and
that we could well and laithfully dis-
charge the duties of the office we were
aboutl 1o enler. o help us God.

The precise words of thal cath were
shortly written after Lhe Civil War.
when the idea of true faith and alle-
wiance Lo this country and its Con-
stilution took on enormous meaning.
Let Lhose words ring in the ears of
every Senator today. Let us do our
duty Lo support and defend the Con-
stitution of the United States. so help
us God.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. Presidenl. I
vield up to 5 minutes 1o Lhe Senator
[rom Texas, Senator CRUZ.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senalor
from Texas.

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President. we gather
Logether at a moment of greal division,
aLl a moment of great passion. We have
seen and, no doubt, will continue to see
a greal deal of moralizing from bolh
sides of the aisle, but I would urge to
both sides perhaps a hit less certitude
and a bit more recognition that we are
gathered at a time when democracy Is
in crisis.

Recenl polling shows that 39 percent
of Americans believe the election thal
just occurred was rigged.” You may
nol agree with thal assessment. but it
is. nonetheless. a reality for nearly haif
the country.

I would note it is not juslL Repub-
licans who Delieve thal. Thirty-one
percent of Independents agree with
that statement. Sevenleen perceni of
Democrats helieve the slection was
rigged. Even if you do nol share that
conviction. il is Lhe responsibility. I
helieve, of this office to acknowledge
that is a profound threal to Lhis coun-
try and to the legilimacy of any ad-
ministrations thal will come in the fu-
ture.

I want Lo take a moment Lo speak Lo
my Democralic colleagues, I under-
stand. Your guy is winning right now.
If Democrals vote as a hloc. Joe Biden
will alimost certainly he certified as
the next President of the United
Stales,

I want to speak to the Republicans
who are considering voling against
these ohjections. T understand vour
concerns, bul I urge yvou 1o pause and
Lhink: What does il say Lo the nearly
half the country thal believes this elec-
Lion was rigged if we vote not even Lo
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consider the claims of illegality and
fraud in this election?

And I believe there is a beller way.
The leaders just spoke aboul sebling
aside the ejection. Let me be clear. I
am not arguing for seiting aside the re-
sult of this election. All of us are faced
with two choices. boith of which are
Iousy. One choive is vole against the
objection, and tens of millions of
Americans will see a vole against the
objection as a statement thal voler
fraud doesn’'t malter. isn’t real, and
shouldn't be laken seriously. And a
great many of us don’t believe that.

On the olher hand, most, if not all. of
us believe we should nol set aside the
resulls of an eleglion just because our
candidate may not have prevailed. So 1
endeavored to look for door No. 3. a
third option, and for thal T looked Lo
history. Lo the precedent of the 1876
election, the Hawves-Tilden eleclion.
where this Congress appointed an elec-
toral commission to examine claims of
voter fraud.

Five House Members. five Senalors.
five Bupreme Court Justices examined
ihe evidence and rendered a judgment.
What I wouldl urge of this body is Lhat
we do the same: thal we appoint an
elevtoral commission to conduct a 10-
day emergency audit. consider the evi-
dence. and resolve the claims.

For Lhose in lhe Democralic aisle
who say there is no evidence, Lthey have
been rejected. then yvou should rest in
comfort. If thal is the case. an elec-
toral commission would reject those
claims,

But for those who respect the voters.
simply telling the voters. "Go jump in
a lake: the fact that you have deep con-
cerns is of no moment to us.” thal
jeopardizes. I believe, the legitimacy of
this and subseguent eleclions.

The Constitution gives Lo Congress
the responsibility this day to count the
votes. The Framers knew whal they
were doing when they gave responsibil-
ities to Congress. We have a responsi-
bility. and T would urge thal we follow
the precedent of 1877. The Ilecloral
Count Act explicitly allows objectlions
such as this one for votes thal were not
regularly given.

Lel me be clear. This objection is for
the State of Arizona, but it is broader
than thal. It is an objection for all six
of the contested Stales Lo have a cred-
ible. objective. impartial body hear the
evidence and make a conclusive deter-
mination. That would benefit hoth
aides, That would improve the legit-
imacy of this election.

S0 let. me urge my colleagues: All of
us take our responsibility seriously. I
would urge my colleagues: Don't lake.
perhaps. the easy palth, but, instead.
act together. Astonish the viewers and
act in a bipartisan sense to say we will
have a credible and fair tribunal. con-
sider the claims. consider Lhe facls.
consider the evidence, and make a ¢on-
clusgive determinalion whether and 1o
what extent this elecltion complied
with the Conztitution and with Federal
Taw,
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Mr. SCHUMER. Senafor KLOBUCHAR.

The VICE PRESIDENT, The Senalo
from Minnesota,

Ms, KLOBUCHAR. M. President. 1
first would like to say I appreciate the
words of our leader. Senator SCHUMER,
as well as Senalor MeCOXNNELL's call
for a higher calling.

January 6 is not iyvpically a day of
historical significance for oul country,
For centuries, Lhis day is simply the
day thalt we receive each Stale’s cer-
Lified elecloral voles. and it has come
and gone wilhout much fanfare.

In fact, Lhis iz only the third Lime in
120 vears that Lhe Senate has gathered
to debale an objection, and ag Senator
Cruz well knows, both times these oh-
jeclions were resoundingly defeated,
The last time the vole was 74 1o 1.

Why? Bevause Senators have long De-
lieved that they should nol mess
around with the will of the people.
Thev have understood the words of our
areal former colleague John McCain
from the Stale of Arizona, who once
said that nothing in life is more liber-
ating than Lo fight for a cause larger
than yourself.

In this case. my colleagues, our
cause, despite our political differences.
is Lo preserve our American democ-
acy. Lo preserve our Republic hecause,
as someone once said long ago, il is a
republic If you can keep it

Now. I appreciate all my Democratic
and Republican colleagues who have
joined our ranks of coup fighters. who
have stood up for our democracy. who
stand tall for cur Republic. and who be-
lieve in an ideal grealer than ourselves,
larger than our political parties. That
ideal is America.

And Senator Cruz. he knows Lhis: On
January 20. Joe Biden and KAMALA
HaRRIS will be sworn in as President
and Vice President of the United
States, He knows that President-Elecl
Bifdlen won more votes than any Presi-
dent in history and more than 7 million
more voles than President Trump.

Despite the unfounded conspiracy
theories Senator CRUZ Lells, he knows
thal high-ranking officials in President
Trump's own Homeland Security De-
partment have concluded that the 2020
election was the most secure in Amer-
ican history.”

If he wants Lo improve the numbers
in hizg own party that he just men-
tioned of people believing in our elec-
tions. maybe he should start con-
sulting wilh them or maybe he should
starl consulting with former AlLorney
General Barr, who said thal he has
found no evidence of widespread fraud
in the 2020 election.

We don't have Lo go back to 1877. my
colleagues. Senalor CRUZ knows thal 80
judges. including cvonservative judges,
including  judges confirmed in  this
Chamber. nominated by President
‘Prump, have Llhrown oul these law-
suits. calling them baseless. inad-
equate, and contrary both to the plain
meaning of the constitutional text and
common sense.,

And he knows that all 10 living De-
fense Secretaries, including both of
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Defense  Secretaries—Dick
Cheney, Donald Rumsfeld. Willinm
Cohen—he knows that all of these lead-
ers have come together to say thal
Lhese scwrrilous altacks on our democ-
racy must stop and we must allow for
a peaceful transition of power,

Senator SINEMA will {ill you in on the
specific faclts as Lo why this election
was sound and true in Arizona. bul a
summary; President Trump received
1,661.686 voles in the State: President-
Elecl Biden won 1.672.143 vetes, mean-
ing that he won the Stale by 10457
voles,

On November 30. afler Arizona's Re-
publican Governor. the secretary of
state. the altorney general. and the
conservalive chief justice of the Ari-
zona Supreme Court certified the re-
sults of the election. the Governor ac-
Lually said:

We do elections well here in Arizona. The
system is slrong.

Eight postelection lawsuils brought
in Arizona Lo challenge the resulls
were dismissed by judges. Nine Mem-
Lers of 1lre House from Arizona were
elected in the same eleclion. including
four Republicans. Colleagues. I did not
gee Senalor CRUZ over at the swearing-
in al the House of Representatlives last
Sunday asking for an audit. He did not
stop Lheir swearing-in because there
was no fraud. and he did nol ask for an
audil because we had a fair election.

I will end with this. My friend Rovy
BrLuNT, my fellow Rules Committee
leader, many vears ago found a statue,
a bust of a man al the top of a hook-
case, He did research. He went Lo the
histortans. All he could find outl was
that no one knew who this guy was ex-
cepl Lhat he was a cleric. Hence. Lhe
statue is called The Unknown Cleric.”

Now. al the time. our leaders thought
this man important enough that lhey
would warranl a statue for him. hutl
today no one knows who he is. Senator
BLUNT's message Lo schoolkids and
Senalors alike that visit his office.
when he shows them the statue: What
we (o hare is more important than who
we are.

Senalors, what mattlers is not our fu-
tures, nol our own short-terin des-
tinies.

Whal matters is onr democracy’s des-
Liny hecause I think many of us know
people will not know who we are 100
vears from now or 200 years from now.
but what they will know is this: They
will know what we did Loday. how we
voled today. That is more important
than who we are. It is a Republic, if we
cal keep it.

Thank vou. M1, President.

1 yield the floor.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majorily
leader.

Mr, McCONNELL. I yield up to o
minubtes Lo the Senalor [rom Pennsyl-
vania. Senalor TooMEY.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Pennsylvania,

My, TOOMEY. 1 intend later lo ad-
dress e specifice of Pennsylvania i
and when an objeclion iz raised in re-
gard Lo Pennsylvania.

Truamp's
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For now. I wanl Lo address my re-
marks 1o what 1 think iz the funda-
mental question being posed Ly Lhe ob-
jectors, and that iz, does Congress have
the vonstitutional authority to decide
which Stales’ electoral college voles
should be counted and which should
not bhased on how well we think they
ran Lheir elections? This is what the
ohjeciors are really asking us Lo do—to
lederalize eleclions by rejecting elec-
toral college voles from States whose
processes they say Lheyv disapprove of
and thereby having Congress select the
President of the United Stales instead
of the American people.

The answer. Mr. Presidenl. is no.
there is no such authority under the
Constitution. The Constitulion assigns
to the States the responsibility to con-
duct elections. It is ¢lear in article 1L
section 1. IL leaves courls with the re-
sponsibility to adjudicate disputes, and
il assigns to Congress the ministerial
funetion of counting ballols, except for
extreme circumstances, such as when a
Ylate sends compeling slales of elec-
1ors Lo Congress, which hrings me Lo
the 1877 President.

Some objectors claim Lo merely wanl
a commission to conduct an audit and
then lel States decide whether Lo send
electors. Well, first. the situations are
nol at all analogous.

in 1877. Congress had before il two
slates of eleclors from several States.
There are nc Trump eleclors from
swing States: there are just Biden elec-
Lor's.

Second, legislalors from the swing
Stales—tihey Thave already spoken.
They have made their decision. They
have chosen not to send us alternative
electors,

Third, a commission—really? It is
completely impractical. and we all
know it. with 14 davs to wo bhefore a
constitutionally mandated inaugura-
Lion,

Look at it Lhis way: If the electors
are right and it is Congress's Job Lo sit
in judgment on Lhe worthiness of the
States’ electoral processes. what is the
criteria for acceptable elecloral proc-
esses? Whal investigalions have been
conducted of Lhese processes? What
body has deemed Lhal certain States
processes are unacceptable? What op-
portunilies were Lhese Slates given Lo
challenge the findings? Why are the oh-
jecltors ohjecling only Lo swing States
that Presidenl Trump losl? Whal aboul
the cnes he won? 1 don't know—North
Carolina? What aboul California? They
have hallot harvesling, 1 am told. If
Lhis is all supposed to be Congress's
job. you would think we would have an-
swers Lo (hese questions and proce-
(lures in place becanse we would have
done Lhis every 4 vears, right? Bul we
don’l because il is not our joh.

If we adopl this new precedent Lhat
we sit in judgment of States’ processes.
then we are federahzing the election
law. We would necessarily have Lo es-
tablish the permissible criteria  and
rules for the Stales” ele¢lions.

The ballot harvesting example—il is
illegal in some States: il is encouraved
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in others, Does it hecome mandalory or
forbidden depending on who is in con-
trol of Congress? And. as lhe leader
pointed out. it would be lhe end of the
electaoral college. The elecloral college
is Lhe mechanism by which the people
selecl the President, Bul if Congress
gets 1o decide which States gel Lo vote
in Lhe elecltoral college. then clearly
Congress is electing Lhe President. not
the people. Whichever party voulrols
hoth Houses of Congress would conlrol
Lthe Presidency.

The public would never tolerate Con-
yress picking the President instead of
Lhemselves. so they would abolish Lhe
electoral college. as many of our col-
leagues would like to do. and Lhe end of
Lhe electoral college. of course, means
the Nalion will be governed by a hand-
ful of big Hlue Stales and regions Lhal
can drum up very large numbers,

Mr. Presidentl, the Constitution does
not assign to Congress Lhe responsl-
bility to judge the worthiness of Stlale
election processes nor its adherence (0
its rules. Thal is the responsibility of
1the States and Lhe courts.

Let me conclude with this, 1 voled
for President Trump. I publicly en-
dorsed President Trump. I campaigned
for President Tirump. I did nol want
Joe Biden Lo win this election. There is
something more important to me than
having my preferred candidate sworn
in as the next President, and that is Lo
have Lhe American pecple’s chosen can-
didate swornh in as the nexl President.

A fundamental defining fealure of a
democratic republic is the right of the
people Lo elecl Lheir own leaders. It is
now our duty. It is our responsibility
to ensure that right is respected in this
election and preserved for future elec-
tions. I urge you to vote against this
objection.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Demo-
cratic leader.

Mr. SCHUMER. My, President. the
Senator from Lhe great Slate of Ari-
zona, Senalor SINEMA,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senalor
{from Arizona.

Ms. SINEMA. Thank vou. Mr. Prasi-
dent.

I rise Loday to share the facls aboul
Arizona's recent election and Lo urge
my c¢olleagues to step away from divi-
sive political rhetoric and step lowards
renewing Americans’ faith in our de-
MOCTACY.

The 2020 Arizona election was a suc-
cess. nol for any one parly or indi-
vidual bul as a demonstration of Lthe
will of Lhe volers., A record 80 percent
of registered voters participated,
thanks Lo local Arizona election offi-
cials who ensured our system worked
and our laws were upheld. Arizona has
offered early voling for more than 100
yvears. and our vole-by-mail system in-
cludes sLlrict safeguards. All hallots in-
c¢lude Llracking mechanisms and tam-
per-resistant envelopes, Election staff
are  lrained to authentic sivmatures,
And Arizona imposes severs ctiminal
punishments for ballot Lampering.

The Arizona eleclion produced bipar-
tisan results in which members of hoth
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parties won laces, and lhese resulls
have heen confirmed by stakeholders
across the political spectrum.

The Republican chairman of the Mayr-
jcopa County Board of Supervisors
said:

No malter how
was  administered
parency. and .
Stale laws.

The Republican speaker of the Ari-
zona State House rejected calls for the
legisiature Lo overturn the election,
saying:

As a conservative Republican. 1 don't like
the results of the presidential election ., . .
hut I ¢annot and will not entertain a sugges-
Lfon (hat we violate vurrent law to chanpe
the outcome,

Eight challenges contesling Lhe Arvi-
zona election were brought Lo Federal
and Statle courts. All eight were with-
drawn or dismissed, including a unani-
mous ruling by the Arizona Suprenie
Courl. The chief justice wrole:

[The] challenge fails to presenl any evi-
dence of “misconduct,” [or]) ~illegal votes™
... let alone extablish any degree of frand or
a sulficient ervor rate that would undermine
the certainty of the election results

During a recenl committee hearing. I
asked a simple guestign of the former
Director of Cyhersecurity and Infra-
structure Security: Did he find any evi-
dence disputing the integrity or fair-
ness of Arizona's electicn? His answer
was simple: "No."”

Arizona and our 15 counties ghould he
congratulated for running a secure
election. Perhaps the most heartening
demonstration of Arizona's election
suceess  Is  Jocelyn from Phoenix.
Jovelyn is 18 years old and was a [irst-
titne voter in 2020. So was Rachel from
Tucson and thousand more Arizonans
who for the firsi time exercised their
constitutional right Lo decide their
own leaders. Today's challenge to Ari-
zona's eleclion fails any factnal anal-
vsis, More disturbingly, it seeks Lo roh
Jocelyn and Rachel and more than 3
million Arizonans of a {ree, fair elec-
tion.

Those of us who are Lrusted with
elected office are firsl and foremost
public servants. We serve our constitu-
ents. We do not seek Lo subslitule our
personal ambitions for the will of the
American people. Our system allows
for a continuous contest of ideas. And
Lhose volers who support the Tosing
side of a free, fair election have nol
been disenfranchised: rather. they
maintain just as important a voice in
America’s future. Leaders have a dutly
to serve all of our constituents. includ-
jng those who voled for other can-
didates.

Greal leaders in our history faced the
choice of whelher Lo take an aclion
strengthening our democracy even if a
different action would bhelter serve
their political ambiliohs, Many are re-
vered today hecause thev chose our Re-
public over Lheir self-inlerests. includ-
ing my personal hero. Senator John
MceCain.  Following  his  Presidential
loss, Senalor MeCain said:

vou voted. this election
with Integrity. trans-
. in accordance with Arizona
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The Anerican people have spoken . . . Sen-
ator Obnma and 1 have . . . argued ouy dif-
ferences. and e ha= prevailed . . . Whatever
our differences, we are fellow Americans

He spoke to lhe nearly 60 million
Americans who voted for him. saying:

Tt is natural tenight (o feel some dis-
appointnrent, but tomorrow we must move
heyond it and work togelher to get our coun-
try movin;:‘ [\;znin.

Senalor MeCain was right.

Today we have serious. significant
work Lo do beating this pandemic and
reviving our economy. I urge my col-
leagues to follow the example of Sen-
ator John McCain and so many others,
reject this meritless challenge, and up-
hold the will of Arizona’s volers,

Thank you.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President. 1
yvield up to 5 minutes Lo 1he Senalor
from Oklahoma. Senator LANKFORD,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senalor
from Oklahoma.

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. Presidenl. in
America, we settle our differences in
elections. What happens if you don'l
trust the eleclion count or you are con-
cerned that so many courls denied or
dismissed cases within hours after they
were given thousands of pages of evi-
dence?

The reason we have a Congress (o
settle our Nation's divisions and the
rules of the Senate make sure thal
every opinion in the Nation is heard is
50 issues like this can be addressed.

The constitutional crisis in our coun-
Lry right now is that millions of Amer-
icang are heing told to sit down and
shul up. Their opinions matter.

During the elscloral challenge on
January 8, 2005, Senator Ted Kennedy
stood on this floor and said this, He
said:

T commend the many thousands of citizens
in Massachuselts and other States who in-
sisted Lhal trealing today’s electoral vote
count in Congress as a meaningless ritual
would e an insult to our democracy unless
we regislter our own protest against the obvi-
pusly-flawed voting process that Look place
in s0 many States, We are hopeful that Lhis
major issue thal goes Lo Lhe hearl of our de-
moeracy is now firmly implanted on the
agenda for effective action Ly . . . Congress.

I agree. The U.S. Constitution does
not allow me to assign different elec-
torg Lo a State. nor should it. The U.S.
Constitution does not give the option
to the Vice President of the United
States to  just unilaterally decide
which Stategs are in and out. and it
shoukl not. BEach State decides ils elec-
Lors through its people,

A small group of Senators, including
mysell. have demanded Lhat we nol ig-
nore the guestions that millicns of peo-
ple are asking in our Nalion. sc we
have proposed a conslitutional seclu-
tion. Pause the counl. Get more facts
1o the States before January the 20th.
We proposed a 15-member commission.
Just like what was done after the failed
election of 1876, We are encouraging
people 10 spend 10 days going Lthrough
all the issues =0 States can have one
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last opportuuity Lo address any chal-
lenges. Then the Slales. as Lthe Con-
stitution directs, would malkes the final
decision on Lheir electors.

T have some volleagues who have said
thal a 10-day commissicn is nol enough
time, so lhey have counterproposed
Just ignoring Lhe Iingering guestions,

We need 1o do something.

(Mr. GRASSLEY assumed the Chalr.)

Mr. LANKFORD. My challenge today
is not about the good people of Avi-
zona.

e

RECESS SUBJECT TO THE CALL OF
THIE CHAIR

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
Senate will sland in recess subjecl Lo
the call of the Chair.

Thereupon. Lhe Senate, at 2:13 p.an..
recessed subjecl Lo the call of the Chair
and reassembled al 8:06 p.an. when
c¢alled Lo order by the Vice President of
the United Stales.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Vice
President, as Presidenl of Lhe Senate,
would like to give a briel statement
with the indulgence of Lhe Senalte,

Today was a dark day in the history
of the United States Capitol. hut
thanks to the swifl efforts of U.S. Cap-
itol Police. Federal. State, and local
law enforcenient. the violence was
guelled. Lhe Capitol is secured, and the
people’s work continues.

We condemn Lhe violence thal took
place here in the strongest possible
lerms. We grieve the loss of life thal
took place in these hallowed Halls., as
well as the injuries suffered by those
who defended our Capitol today. And
we will always he graleful Lo the men
and women who staved al theilr posis
1o defend this historic place.

To Lhose who wreaked havoc in our
Capitol today. yvou did not win. Vio-
lence never wins, Freedom wins. And
this is sLill the People’s House.

As we reconvene in this Chamber. Lhe
world will again wilhess the resilience
and strenglh of our democracy. for
even in the wake of unprecedented vio-
lence and vandalism at this Capilol.
the elected representatives of the peo-
ple of the United States have assem-
hled again on the very same day Lo sup-
port and defend Lthe Constitution of the
United States.

May God Dless the lost. Lhe injured.
and the heroes [orged on Lhis day. May
God bless all who serve here and lhose
who protect Lthis place. And may God
bless Lhe Uniled Stales of America.

Lel's get hack to work,

(Applanse, Benalors rising.)

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader,

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT

Mr, McCONNELL. Mr. President, 1
ask unanimous consent that the major-
ity leader and the Democralic leader
e allowed to speak and thal the Lime
not count against the 2 hours of debale
in relation Lo (he objection raised on
the Slate ol Arizona
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The VICE PRESIDENT, Is there olb-
jection?

Without objection. it is so ordered.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I want Lo say Lo
the American people, Lhe Uniled States
Senate will not be intimidated.

We will nol be kepl out of this Cham-
Ler by thugs. mobs, or threats. We will
nol how to lawlessness or intimidalion.

We are back at our posts, We will dis-
charge our duty under the Constitution
and for our Nation, and we are going to
do il Lonight.

This afternoon, Congress began lhe
process of honoring the will of Lhe
American people and counting the elec-
toral college voles. We have fulfilled
this solemn duly every 4 years for
more than two centuries. Whether owr
Nalion has heen at war or al peace,
under all manner of threats. even dur-
ing an ongoing armed rebellion and Lhe
Civil War. the clockwork of our democ-
racy has carried on.

The United States and the Unitled
States Congress have faced down much
greater threats than the unphinged
crowd we saw today. We have never
bheen deterred hefore, and we will not be
deterred Loday.

They tried to disrupt our democracy.
They failed. They failed.

This fajled atlempt Lo obstruct the
Congress, (his lailed inswrection. only
underscores how crucial the task be-
fore us is for our Republic,

OQur Nation was founded precisely so
that the free choice of the Amervican
people is what shapes our self-govern-
ment and determines the destiny of our
Nation—mnotl fear. not force. but the
peaceful expression of the popular will.

We assembled this aftermnoon to count
our citizens votes and to formalize
their choice of the nexl President. Now
we are going to finish exactly what we
started. We will complete this process
the right way. hy the book. We will fol-
low our precedenls, our laws, and our
Constlituticn Lo Lhe lelier. and we will
certify the winner of the 2020 Presi-
dential election.

Criminal behavior will never domi-
nate the Unlted States Congress, This
institution is resilient. Qur democratic
Republic is strong. The American peo-
ple deserve nothing less.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Demo-
cratic leader.

Mr. SCHUMER. Myr. President. il is
very. very (difficult to pul into words
whal has transpired today. 1 have
never lived ithrough or even imagined
an experience like Lhe one we have just
witnessed in this Capitol. President
IFranklin Roosevell sel aside December
7. 1841, as a day thal -—will live in in-
famy.” Unfortunately, we can now add
January 6. 2021, Lo that very shortl list
of dates in American history that will
live forever in infamy.

This (emple Lo democracy was dese-
craled. its windows smashed, and our
offices  vamdalized. The world saw
America’s elecled officials Innriedly
ushered oul hecause they were in
harm’s way. The House and Senale
oo were places of sheller until Lhe
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evacualion was ordered. leaving rioters
Lo stalke Lhese hallowed Halls., Law-
makers and our staffs. average citizens
who love Lheir vounlry and serve il
every day. feared for their lives. T un-
derstand that one woman was shol and
lragically lost her life. We mourn ler
and feel for her friends and family.

These fmages were projected Lo the
world. Foreign Bmbassies cabled lheir
home capitals Lo  report on  Lhe
harrowing scenes al the very heart of
our democracy. This will be a stain on
our c¢ounlry nol so easilv washed
away—the final, terrible. indelible leg-
acy of the 45th President of the United
States and undoubtedly our worst.

I want to be very clear. Those who
performed these reprehensible acts
cannot he called protestors, No. these
were vioters and insurrectionists,
goons and thugs. domestic Llerrorists.
They do nol represent America. These
were a few thousand viglent extremisis
who Lried Lo take over Lhe QCapitol
Building and attack our democracy.
They must and should be prosecuted Lo
the full extent of Lhe law. hopefully. by
this administration: if notl. certainly
by Lhe nexl, They should be provided
no leniency,

I wan{ to thank the many in the Cap-
itol Hill Police and Secrel Service and
local police who kept us safe today and
worked Lo clear the Capitol and return
il Lo ils rightful owners and its rightful
purpese. [ wanl Lo thank the leaders.
Democratic and Republican, House and
Senate, It was Speaker PELOSL Leader
McCONNELL, Leader MCCARTHY. and
mysell who came Logelher and decided
that these thugs would nol suceeed and
that we would finish the work that our
Conslilution requires us Lo vomplete in
the very legislalive Chambers of Lhe
House and Senate that were desecrated
bul we know always belong Lo the peo-
ple and do again Lonight.

Bul make no mistake—malke no mis-
take. my friends—today's events did
not happen spontaneously. The Presi-
denl who promoted the conspiracy
theories that motivated these Lhugs.
the President who exhorted them to
come to our Nation's Capital egged
ihem on, He hardly ever discourages vi-
olence and more often encourages iL.
This President. beats a great deal of the
hlame.

This mobh was, in good part. Presi-
dent Trump's doing. incited hy his
words and his lies. This violence, in
good parl, Is his responsibilily and his
everlasling shame. Today™s events cer-
tainly—certainly—would not have hap-
pened withoul him,

Now January 6 will go down as one of
the darkest dawvs in recent American
history—a final warning Lo our Nation
aboul the consequences of a demagogic
President. the people who enable him,
the captlive media thal parrot his lies.
and Lhe people who follow him as he at-
tempts Lo push America to the brink of
ruin.

As we 1econvene Lonight. lel us re-
member. in the end. all this mob lhas
really  accomplished is to delay our
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work by a few hours. We will resume
our responsibilities now. and we will
finish our task tonizht. The House and
Senate Chambers will be restored zood
as new and ready for legislating in
short order.

The counting of the electoral voles is
our sacred duly. Democracy’s roots in
this Nation are deep: they are slrong:
and they will not be undone. ever, hy a
aroup of thugs. Democracy will Lri-
umph. as it has for centuries.

S0 to my fellow Americans who were
shocked and appalled by the images on
their televisions today and who are
worried about the future of this coun-
v, lel me speak 1o you directly. The
divisions in our country clearly run
deep, but we are a resilient. forward-
looking, and optimistic people. And we
will hegin the hard work of repairing
this Nation t1onight hecause here in
America we do hard things. In Amer-
fea. we always overcome our chal-
lenges,

1 yicld the Nloor.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader,

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. Vice Presi-
dent, I ¥ield 2 minules Lo Lhe Senalor
{rom Oklahoma. Senator LANKFORIM.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Oklahoma,

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. Vice Presidenl.
vou said things more eloquently than
how we say it in Oklahoma. In Okla-
lioma. we say something like: Why in
God's name wounld someone Lhink at-
tacking law enforcement and occu-
pyving the Uniled Slates Capitol is Lhe
best way Lo show that you are right?
Why would vou do that?

Rioters and thugs don't run Lhe Cap-
iLol, We are the United States of Amer-
ica. We disagree on a lot of things, and
we have a lol, of spirited debate in this
room, but we talk il out. and we honor
each other, even in our disaglreements,
That person. thal person. and that per-
son is nol my enemy. That is my fellow
American. And while we disagree on
things. and disagree strongly at times,
we do not encourage what happened
today—ever.

Now, I wanl Lo join my fellow Sen-
ators in saying Lthank vou Lo Lhe Cap-
itol Hill Police. the law enforcement,
the National Guard, the Secrel Service
who slood in harm’s way. While we
were here debating. Lthey were pushing
Lack. And I was literally inlterrupled
midsentence speaking here hecause we
were all unaware of whal was hap-
pening right oulside this room hecause
of their faithfulness and Dbecause of
what (hey have done. I want Lo Lhank
them.

Ronald Reagan once said: Peace is
not the ahsence of conflict. It is the
ability Lo handle vonflict by peaceful
means,

The peaceful people in my Slate of
Oklaloma want their questions an-
swered, hul they don’t wanl this, what
happened today, They wanl to do lhe
right thing. and they also want Lo do it
the right way, They want Lo honor Lhe
constitutional process. butl thev also
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wanl to have debale aboul election se-
curity because they want to malke sure
il is right, which is why it is an impor-
tant issue that still needs Lo be re-
solved,

Transparency  in  governmenl Just
doesn't seem like a bhad idea. Obvi-
ously. the Commission Lhat we have
asked for is notl going to happen at this
point. and I understand that. And we
are headed tonight toward the cerlifi-
calion of Joe Biden to he Lhe President
of the United States. and we will work
together in Lthis body to be able Lo sel
a peaceful example in the days ahead.

I yield the floor,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Demo-
cratic leader.

Mr. SCHUMER. The Senalor
Nevada, Senator CORTEZ MASTO.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senalor
from Nevada,

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. My, Vice Presi-
deni. T know thal this room is full of
leaders of bolh parties who love this
country, and many believe that for
America to succeed, our politics must
find common ground. That has never
been clearar than today. when armed
ricters stormed the U.8. Capitlol
emboldened by President Trump's false
and inflammatery rhetoric aboul the
2020 elections.

I believe that we. in this Chamber.
have a special duly as leaders to work
together Lo lower the temperature of
our politics, and I hope that my ool-
leagues, who have gquestioned Lhe legit-
imacy of this election in Arvizona and
all of these other Stales. now see the
dire and dangerous consequences of
sowing doubt and uncertainty.

I also know that. as U.5, Senators.
we all take solemnly the cath we swear
Lo support and defend the Constitution
of the Uniled States against all en-
emies, foreign and domestic. At this
moment. in history, 1 can think of
nothing more patriotic than renewing
our faith in the Charters of Freedom
that our Founding Fathers crafled for
our Republic, starting with the funda-
mental American principle in our Dec-
laration of Independence Lhal govern-
ments derive Llheir jusl powers [rom
the consenl of the governad.

The people have spoken in Lhis elec-
tion. and our only job here today is to
do what they ask. It is nol Lo argue
election securily. That is not the place
for whal we are doing Loday.

Our Constitution specifically 1re-
serves Lo the people Lhe right to meet
in Lheir respeclive Stales and vote for
the President and Vice President, As a
result, individual States oversee and
implement the election process. nol
Lhe Federal Governmenl.

To guard against fraud or irregular-
ities in the voting process. Lhe Stales
are required Lo have robust election se-
curity measures. Likewise, Slale legis-
latures have the oppertunity lo exam-
ine evidence of voler fraud before they
certify their electoral college voles.
And our courts—from district courts Lo
Lhe United States Supreme Court—ad-
judivate Tegal challenges and election
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disputes. All of those Uings happened
afler Lhe 2020 eleclion,

Statehouses and vourlts across the
country took allegalions of voler fraud
seriously and followed the constitu-
tional process Lo hear challenges (o
lhis year's eleclion. No Slale found
evidence of any widespread voler fraud
and neither did any court ask Lo review
Lthe State's findings.

In  Arizona. Republican Governor
Doug Ducey: the Democratic secretary
of stale. Katie Hobhs: the Republican
altorney general. Mark Brnovich: and
Lhe State supreme cowt chiefl justice,
Robert Brutinel all certified the resulls
of the election on November 30.

And we know--we have heard—Arizo-
nang have heen voling by mail for al-
most 30 vears, and Governor Ducey has
expressed confidence in Lhe Stale's
process numerous times. In November,
he said:

We do eloctions well here in Arizona, The
system Is strong, and that is why I have
hragged on 1t 50 much,

He further stated:

We have some of the strongest election
laws In the country. laws that priovitjze ac-
counlability and elearly [ay out our proce-
dures [or cvonducling, canvassinz and even
contesting the resulls.

And they are righl. Arizona has one
of the most transparent eleclion proc-
esses in Lhe counlyy with built-in ace-
countability. starting with the internal
audiling.

We have heard unfounded allegations
that voting machines in Arizona and
elsewhere somehow changed vote tal-
lies or someliow improperly rejected
hallols while claiming to accept them.
These allegatlions all ignore the fact
that Arizona counties conducted hallol
audits by hand to double-check the ma-
chine counts, and these audits found no
widespread fraud or irregularities.

Maricopa County. Lhe county where
more than 60 percent of Lhe Siate's
population resides. conducted a post-
election hand count audit in the week
after the election. which showed per-
fect. 100 percent. accuracy in the ma-
chine tabulations. So why would we
need, my colleagues. Lo call for a 10-
day emergency audil Lo be conducted
by a legislalive commisgion when it
has already been done by the Slate of
Arizona? What happened Lo Slate's
rights?

The audit involved checking hallots
for the Presidential election bul also
hallols for Federal and Stale legisla-
tive elections, The audit report shows
every precincel’s machine and hand
count Lotals for each of the races au-
dited. and for every single race in every
precinct. the difference between tlhe
hand count and the machine count was
sero. Maricopa's audit report stated:
No discrepancies were found hy Lhe
hand count audit boards.

Seeking to find any reason Lo contest
these resulls. some of the State Repub-
licans then tried Lo claim thal Mavi-
copa Counly failed to follow Stale law
in conducting hix awdit hy selecling
voting cenler localions to audit in-
stead of voting precincis. This was
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wrong, And this, 100, went to a court.
In rejucling this ¢lain. the Slate courl
in Arizona found that the county fol-
lowed the properly issued guidance on
hand audit procedures from the Ari-
zona Secretary of State. And the court
found hat Maricopa County officials.
Ltherefore, could not lawfully have per-
formed the hand count audil the way
lhe plaintiffs wanted i1 done. If they
had done s0. they would have exposed
themselves to criminal punishment,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Sen-
ator's 5 minutes has expired.

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Thank you,
Mr. Vice President. I would close by
just saying, please, my colleagues. (o
nol disenTranchise the volers of Ari-
zona and certify their votes tonight.

Thank you.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majorily
leader.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr, Vice Presi-
dent, I yield up te 5 minwtes to the
Senator from Ulah, Senator LEE,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senatlor
from Utah.

Mr. LEE. Mr. Vice President. from
the time I prepared my remarks for
today. it seems like a lifeltime ago, A
1ot has changed in ihe last few hours.
S0 I am going Lo deliver some of the
same remarks. bul it has a litlle hit of
a different feel than it would have just
a few hours ago.

My thourhis and prayers go oul Lo
Lthe family members of Lhese who have
beenn injured or killed today. My heart-
felt 2ratitude goes out to the Capitol
Hill Police who valianlly defended our
building and our lives.

While it is btrue that legitimate con-
cerns have heen raised with regard Lo
how some of the key baltleground
States conducled Lheir Presidential
eleclions, this is not the end of the
story. We each have Lo remember that
we swore an oath Lo uphold, prolecl.
and defend this documenl. writlen
nearly two and a half cenluries ago hy
wise men raised up by God for Lhat
very purpose, Thal documenlt makes
clear what our role is and what it isn't.
1t makes clear who does what when il
comes 1o deciding Presidential elec-
Lions.,

You see, because in our syslem of
government. Presidents are nol di-
rectly elected. They are chosen by
Presidential electors, and the Constitu-
tion makes very clear. under article IL
section 1, that Lhe States shall appoint
Presidential eleclors aceording Lo pro-
cedures Lhat their legislalures develop.
Then comes lhe 12th Amendment. Il
explains what we are doing here Loday
in Lhe Capilol. Il explains thal Lhe
President of the Senale—the Vice
President of the United States—shall
open the ballots, “and Lhe voles shall
Lthen be counted.” It iz those words
that confine, define. and constrain
every scrap of authority that we have
in Lhis process.

Our job is Lo open and then count.
Open, then count—that isil. That is all
there ig,

Theve are. of course. rare instances—
instanves in which multiple slates of
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electors can be submitted by lhe same
State. Thal doesn’l happen very oflen.
It happened in 1960. IL happened in 1876.
Lelt’s hope it doesn’'t ever happen
again. In those rare moments. Congress
hias Lo make a choice. It has Lo decide
which of the electoral votes will he
counted and which will not. That did
not happen here—thank heavens—and
let’s hope thatl it never does,

Many of my colleagues have raised
objections or had previously slated
their intent 1o raise objections wilh re-
gard to these. I have spenl an enor-
mous Lime on this issue over the last
{few weeks. I have mel wilh lawvers on
Lolh sides of the issue, and I have met
wilh lawyers representing the Trump
campaign, reading everything I can
find about the consiitutional provi-
sions in guestion, and I have spent a
lot of time on Lhe phone with legisla-
tors and other leaders from Lhe con-
lested States, T didn't initially declave
my position because I didn't vel have
one,

1 wanted to get the facts first. and I
wanted Lo wmderstand what was hap-
pening. 1 wanled Lo give Lhe people
serving in government in the contested
States Lhe opportunily Lo do whatever
they felt they needed (o do Lo make
sure that their election was properly
reflecled. T spent an enormous amount
of time reaching oul Lo Stale govern-
ment officials in those States. but in
none of Lthe contested States—no, not
even one—Adid I discover any indicalion
that (here was any chance that any
State legislature or secretary of state
or Governor or Lieutenanl Governor
had any intention to aller Lhe slate of
eleclors, That being the case, our job Is
a very simple onc.

This simply isn'l how our Federal
system is supposed to work. Thal is to
say. if you have concerns with Lhe way
that an election in Lhe Presidential
race was handled in your Stale, the ap-
propriate response is Lo approach yvour
State legislalures, first and foremosl.

These protests—hearing from those
who have raised concerns—should have
bheen focused on their State capilols.
not the Nation's Capitol, because our
role is narrow. our role is defined. our
role is limiled.

Yes. we are the election judges when
it comes Lo Members elected Lo our
own body. And, yes. Lhe House ol Rep-
resentatives are the judges of their own
races Lhere.

We alsc have the authority to pre-
geribe. as a Congress. rules governing
the time. place. and manner of elec-
tions for Senators and Represenlalives.
There is no corresponding aulhority
with respect to Presidential eleclions—
none whatsoever. IL doesn’t exist. Our
joh is Lo convene. Lo open the ballols,
and Lo count them. That is iL.

Thank you.

I yield the floor.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Demo-
cratic leader.

Mr. SCHUMER. The
Colorado. Mr. BENNET.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
[rom Colorado.

Senator from

January 6, 2021

Mr, BENNET. Colleagues, il has heen
a terrible day for evervbody here and
for our country.

One of the things I was thinking
aboul today ig something I often think
aboul when I am on Lhis floor. which is
Lhat the Founders of this couniry. the
people who wrole our Constitution. ac-
lually knew our hislory belter than we
know our history.

I was Lhinking aboul Lhat history
today, as we saw Lhe mob riot in Wash-
ington, DC—Lhinking aboul whal Lhe
Founders were Lhinking aboul when
they wrote our Censtitution. which was
whal happened 1o the Roman Republic
when armed gangs. doing the work for
politicians, prevented Rome from cast-
ing their ballots for consuls. for prae-
tors, for senalors. These were the olfi-
cers in Rome. and these armed gangs
ran through Lhe streets of Rome, keep-
ing eleclions from being slarted. keep-
ing electjons from ever being called. In
the end., hecause of that, the Roman
Republic fell, and a dictator ltook ils
place. and thal was the end of the
Roman Republic—or any republic, [or
that matter—until this beautiful Con-
stitution was written in the United
States of America,

So it is my fervent hope thal the way
we respond 1o this today. my dear col-
leagues. is that we give the biggest bi-
partisan vote we can in support of our
democracy and in support of our Con-
stitution and in rejection of what we
saw Loday and whal the Roman Repub-
He saw in its own Lime,

There is a tendency around this
place, T think. to always helieve that
we are the Tfirst people to confronl
sometlhing when thal is seldom the
case and to underappreciate what the
effecl of our actions will he. We need to
Adeeply appreciale. in this moment, our
obligation Lo the Constitulion. our oh-
ligation Lo democracy. and our obliga-
tion Lo Lhe Republic.

There are people in this Chamber
who have twisted the words—twisled
the words—of a statute written in the
18th century that was meanl to aclu-
ally setlle our elecloral disputes. Lo
leave them with the States, as the Sen-
ater from Utah was saying. Lo give us
a ministerial rele. excepl in very rare
circumstances. That is what thal law
is ahout that the Senator of Texas was
talking about loday. And Lhat is the
law that is leading us Lo be asked to
overturn the judgmenls of 60 courts in
America. many of the courts in Avi-
zona. some of whom have howled Lhe
President’'s lawvers oul of the court-
rooms hecause Lhere is no evidence of
{fraud.

By the way. the fact that 37 percent
or 3% percent of Americans think there
is evidence of [fraud does not 1nean
there is fraud. If you have turned a
blind eve Lo a conspiracy theory. vou
can’l now come Lo the floor of the Sen-
ale and say you are ignoring the people
who believe that the election was sto-
len. Go oul Lhere and tell them the
truth., which is thal every single Mem-
ber of this Senate knows this election
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wiasn'l stolen and thal we. just as in
the Roman Republic, have a responsi-
bility to protect the independence of
the judiciary from politicians who will
stop al nolhing Lo hold on to power.
There is nolhing new ahoul thal either
That has been lrue sinve the first re-
public was founded,

So now we find ourselves in (he posi-
tion, just davs afler many Senalors
here swore an oath to uphold and de-
fend the Constitution—every single
Nember of the House of Representa-
tives swore he same oath, as well. and
I think we have a solemn obligation
and respongibility here Lo prove. once
again, that this country is a nalion of
laws and not of men. and the only re-
salt Lhat we can reach together is one
Lhat rejects Lhe claim of the Senalor
from Texas and the other Members of
{he House and Senate who seek Lo
overturn the decisions thal have heen
made by the Slates, by Lhe voters in
these States, and by the courts.

If we follow whaul they have proposed.
we will be the ones who will have dis-
enfranchised every single person who
cast a vole in this eleclion. whether
they voted for the President or Lhey
didn’t,

T urze vou o rejecl this, and T deeply
appreciale Lhe opportunily to serve
wilh every single one of vou.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

The VICE PRESIDENT, The majorily
leader.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I yield up Lo 3
minutes to Lhe Senator from Georgia.
Senator LOEFFLER,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
irom Georgia.

Mrs. LOEFFLER. Mr. President.
when 1 arrived in Washington this

morning. [ fully intended to ohject to
the certification of the electoral voles.
However, the evenls thal have iran-
spired Loday have forced me Lo recon-
sider. and I cannol now. in good con-
science, object to the certificalion of
these electols.

The violence, the lawlessness, and
siege of {he Halls of Congress are ab-
lorrent and stand as a direct attack on
the very institulion my ohjection was
intended to protect: the sanctlity of Lhe
American democralic process. And I
thank law enforcement for keeping us
safe.

1 believe Lhat there were last-minute
changes to the November 2020 election
process and serious irregularities that
resulted in too many Americans losing
confidence not only in Lthe integrity of
our elections bul in the power of the
hallol as a tlool of democracy. Too
many Americans are fruslraled at
what they see as an unfair syslem.
Nevertheless. there ig no excuse for the
events that ook place in these Cham-
bers today, and I pray that America
never suffers such a dark day again.

Though Lhe fale of this vole is clear.
the future of the American people’s
faith in the core institution of this de-
moceracy remains uncerlain. We as a
body must turn our focus Lo protectling
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the integrily of our eleclions and re-
storing every American’s faith that
their voice and their vole matter.

America is a divided counlry with se-
rious differences. hut it iz still the
erealest counlry on Earth. There van
be no disagreement that upholding de-
mocracy is Lthie only path to preserving
our Republic,

I yield 1he floor,

tApplause.)

The VICE PRESIDENT, The Demo-
cralic Ieader.

Mr. SCHUMER, I vield 2! niinules Lo
Senalor BOOKER and 2'2 minutes lo
Senatlor KAINE, in reverse order.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Virginia,

Mr., KAINE. Mr. President and my
colleagues, 1 applaud the comments of
my colleague from Georgia deeply.

My first job after school was in
Macon, GA. working [or a Federal
judge. Lanier Anderson. I learned a lot
about integrity and a lot aboul law
from him. I also learned some sad les-
song, that in the history of Georgia—
and. indeed. Virginia and many
Stlatles—so many people. especially peo-
ple of color. had heen disenfranchised
over the course of our history. Our late
friend. John Lewis, a Congressman
from Georgia. was savagely heaten on
Bloody Sunday just for marching for
voling rights, That act of violence in-
spired this bhody. Lhe U.5. Senate. Lo
come together in March of 19656 and
work to pass. in a hipartisan fashion.
Llie Voling Rights Act.

We should be coming together
teday—after acts of violence—as a U.&.
Senate. to affirmy the votes of all who
cast hallols in November. Instead. we
are contemplating an unprecedented
objection thal would e a massive dis-
enfranchisement of American voters.

The Georgia resull was very clear: a
12.000-vole margin, 2 certifications hy
Republican officials, 4 separale re-
counts and canvases. 7 lawsuits, as in
Lhe other States. If we object to resulls
like this, the message is 50 clear, We
are saying to States; No matler how
secure and aceurate your eleclions are,
we will gladly overthrow Lhem if we
don't like who you voted for. Bul, more
importantly. what we will be saying—
really, what we will be doing—is as the
body that acted together Lo guarantee
Americans the right to vote. we will
become Lhe agent of one of Lhe most
massive disenfranchisements in the
history of this country.

So 1 urge all of my colleagues: Please
oppose Lhese objeclions.

Thank you.

1 yield to my colleague from New
Jersey.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senalor
from New Jersey,

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. Vice President, I
can only think of two Limes in Amer-
ican history thal individuals laid siege
lo our Capitol. stormed our sacred
civie spaces, and Lried to upend and
overrun this governmenl. One was in
the War of 1812, and the olther one was
taday,
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What is intereslting about the par-
allel helween the two is they hoth were
waving flags 1o 4 sole sovereign. Lo an
individual. surrendering demouvratic
princviples to the cull of personality,
One was a monarch in England. and the
other were the flags 1 saw all over cur
Capitol. including in Lthe hallways and
in this room. Lo a single person named
Donald Trump.

The sad difference belween lhese (wo
times is one was yet another nation in
the history of our country Lhal tried 1o
challenge the United Stales of Amer-
ica, bhut Lhis time. we brought this hell
apon ourselves.

My colleague from Texas sald thal
this was a momentl where there were
unprecedented allegalions ol voler
fraud. Yes. that is true. They were un-
precadented when the President. hefore
the election even happened, said: If T
lose this eleclion, then the election
was rigged.

Thal is unprecedented. It is unprece-
dented that, hefore the nighl of the
counting of the voleg was even done.
Lhat he called it rigged. It is unprece-
dented that he is fanning the flames of
conspiracy Lheory to create a smoke-
screen in this Nation Lo cover what he
is trying to do. which is undermine our
democralic principles.

Bui it is nol just Lthal. The shame of
this day is it is Deing aided and ahetted

by good Americans who are falling
prey. who are choosing Trump over

Lruth, who are surrendering to the pas-
sion of lies as opposed Lo standing up
and speaking Lruth Lo power. who are
Lrying to fundraise off of the shame of
conspiracy theories as opposed to doing
the incalculably valuable. patriotic
thing: to speak truth to our Nation.
Our democracy is wounded. and I saw I
when I saw pictures of yet another in-
surgency. of a flag of another group of
Americans who lried to challenge our
Nation. I saw the {lag of the Confed-
eracy there,

What will we d0o? How will we con-
frontl this shame? How will we confront
this dark second time in American his-
Lory? [ pray Lhal we remember a Geor-
gian and his words. All 1 can say is we
musl. in spirit. join Logether like those
Georgians on a bridge called the Ed-
mund Pettus. who joined hands. who
were called threals to our democeracy.
who were called oulrageous epithets
when they sought Lo expand our de-
mocracy. Lo save il. Lo heal il—when
Lhey joined arm in arm and said what
we should say now. commit ourselves
Lo that ideal. thal Logether. we shall
overcoe,

(Applause.)

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader,

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr, Vice Presi-
dent. I yield up Lo 5 minules Lo Lhe
Senator from Nehraska, Mr. Sasse.,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Nebraska.

Mr, SASSE, My, Vice President. I
wanl Lo say, before we hegin, thank
vou for the way vou have fulfilled your
constitutional dulies and yvour cath of
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office todayv. Obviously. it hasn't been
easy,

Colleagues. tloday has been ugly.
When 1 ¢ame Lo e floer Wis morning.
1 planned to talk about the lesson of
1801 Dbecause I am kind of a history
nerd. and T wanled Lo celehrate Lhe glo-
ries of the peaceful Lransition of power
across onr Nalion's history. It feels a
little naive now to talk aboul ways
(hat American civiecs might be some-
Lhing thal could unite us and bhring us
hack Logether.

Now. 1801 Wew evervbody's mind all
over the world. by Lhe way. John
Adams loses Lo Thomas Jefferson, and
Adams willingly leaves Lhe Execulive
mansion and moves back Lo Massachu-
wetls, and Jefferson peacefully assumes
power. People all over Europe sai
That must be fake news. Those must he
bad reports. There is no way any Exec-
ulive would ever willingly lay down
power. Yet Adams. in defeal. did some-
thing glorious to give all of us a gifl.

I wanted Lo celebrate Lhat, and il
feels a little bit harder now. This build-
ing has heen desecrated. Bloed has heen
spilled in the hallways. 1 was wilh oc-
Ltogenarian Members of this Chamber
who needed to have troops and police
stabilize them to get down the stairs at
a time when a lot of our staffs were
panicked and under their desks and hot
knowing what was going to happen to
them.

It was ugly loday.
what? It twnsz ocut thal when some-
thing 18 ugly. talking aboul beauly
is't just permissible: Lalking aboul
heauty is obligatory in a lime like
that. Why? Why would we talk aboul
Deausy after the ugliness of Loday? Be-
cause our kids need lo know that Lhis
isn't what America is, Whal happened
today isn't what America is.

They have been given a gloriocus in-
heritance for the 59th Presidential
election, If the Vice President wasn't
in the Chair and if the President pro
tempore was, 1 would have made some
joke thal CHUCK GRASSLEY has voted in
two-thirds of those 59 Presidential elec-
tions. He is laughing. It is nol as wood
as “hit deer. deer dead.” but il sLill gol
a Grassley laugh.

I don’'t think we want to ilell the
Americans Lthat come after us that this
republic is broken. that this is just a
banana republic, thatl our institutions
can’t be trustedl. I don’t think we want
that. We don't wantl that in this body.
and we don’t wanl that in our home-
towns. I don’t 1think we wanl Lo tell our
kids Lhat America’s hest days are he-
hind us—because it is nol Lrue, That is
not who we are. America isn't Hal-
fields' and McCoys' blood feud forever.
America Is a union.

There is a lol (hal is broken in this
country but nol anything that is so Dig
that the American people can’l rebuild
it. that freedom and vommunily and
enlrepreneurial effort and thal neigh-
horhoods van't rebuild. Nolhing thal is
hroken is g0 big that we can't fix il

Generalions of our foretathers and
our foremothers—probably  not a

Bul vou know
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word —and our ancestors have spilled
hlood to defend the glories of Lhis re-
public. Why would they do Lhat? Be-
cause America is the most exceptional
nation in the history of the world and
because the Constitution is the greal-
esl politival document that has ever
heen written. Most governments in Lhe
past have said might makes right, and
we saw some of thal hooligan nullery
today, Might makes right. No. il
doesn'L.

God gives us righls by nalure. and
gvovernment is just our shared project
Lo secure those righls. America has al-
ways been aboul what we choose Lo do
Logellier. the waxy we reaffirm our con-
stitulional system. We have some gov-
ernmental tasks, and we all in this
body ¢ould do belter at those govern-
mental tasks. but the heart of America
is not government, The cenler of Amer-
ica is not Washinglon. DC,

The center of America is the neigh-
borhoods where 330 million Americans
are raising their kids and trying to put
food on Lhe table and trying Lo love
their neighbor. Thal is the cenhter of
America.

We are not supposed to he the most
important people in America, We are
supposed 1o he servant leaders who 11y
to maintain a framework for ordered
liberty so that there is a sbruclure
thal. back home where Lhey live. they
can et [rom the silver-framed struc-
ture and order Lo the @olden apple al
the center, as Washington would have
said. which is the Lhings that they
build together. the places where they
coach little league. the places where
they invite people to synagogue or
church,

Somelimes, the higyest things we do
Logether are governmental. like kick-
ing Hitler's ass or like going to the
moon, Sometimes. there is govern-
mental stuff. But the heart of America
is aboul places where moms and dads
are raising kids. and we are supposed
Lo serve Lliem by maintaining order
and by rejecting violence, You can't do
big things like thal if you hate your
neighbors. You can't do big things Lo-
gether as Americans if you Lhink other
Americans are Lhe enemy.

Look. there is a lot of uncertainty
about the future. I gel it. There is a lot
that does need to be rebuilt. But if vou
are angry—I1 want Lo beg you—don't let
thie sereamers who monetize hate have
the final word. Don't let needlists he-
come your drug dealers. There are
some who want to burn it all down. We
met zome of them today.

But they aren'l geoing to win. Don't
let them bhe your prophets—instead. or-
vanize. persuacde. but most impor-
tanlly, love your neighbor. Visit the
widower down the streel who is lonely
and doesn'l wanil to tell anvbody that
his wile died and he deesn’L have a lot
of friends. Shovel somehody’s drive-
way. You can't hale somebody who just
shoveled your driveway.

The heart of life is aboul community
and neighborhood. and we are supposed
to be servant leaders, The constitu-
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tional system iz still the greatest order
{for any governmenl ever. and it 18 our
job to steward it and protect it.

LetUs remember that loday when we
vole.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Demo-
cralic leader.

Mr. SCHUMER. The Senator fiom 1l-
linois. Mr. DURBIN.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senalor
from Illinois.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. Vice President. in
March of 1861. a Springfield lawyer
caught a train Lo Washington. His
name was Abraham Lincoln. 1L wasn't
hig first Lrip there. He served as Con-
vressman 16 years before and returned
in Lhe Leginning of the Civil War to
serve as President.

It was a different place than he kitew
as a Congressman, In 15 vears, it had
changed a lol. The Sprigg's boarding
house across the sitreet., which is now
the Lihrary of Congress. was gone. And
this  building  was changing—hig
changes, They were building a dome on
the Capitol, But they were also in the
earliest davs of war. and President Lin-
coln was counseled; Stop huilding Lhe
dome. It costs too much money. We
can’'t spend any more Lime on it.

And he said: No. We are yoing to
huild that dome. and we are going to
finish it. That dome and 1his building
will be a symbol of this country thal
will survive this Civil War and come
hack strong.

S0 they built the dome. They won
the war. And since those days, thal
dome and this building have heen a
symbol to this counlry. a symbol of
unity and of hope.

Tours come (hrough here—helfore
COVID-19—Dby the tens of thousands. If
vou have ever noticed their tours. they
are often shushed. People are saying:
Show some respect for this building.

We know this bhuilding and the Ro-
tunda as a place where some of the
grealest American herces of both polit-
ical parties lie in state. and we go
there (o honor them. We know Lhis
huilding because we work here. We
anact laws here thal change America.
We gather for Slate of the Union mes-
sages Trom Presidenls and honor the
people in the gallery,

This is a special place. This is a sa-
cred place. But this sacred place was
desecrated by a mob today. on our
walch. This temple Lo democracy was
defiled hy thugs who roamed the halls
and sat in that chair. Mr. Vice Pres|-
dent. the one that you vacaled at 2:15
this aflernoon—sal and posed for pic-
tures, those who were roaming around
in this Chamber,

Whal hrought thisx on? Did Lhis mob
spring spontaneously {rom America?
No. This mol was invited to come Lo
Washinglon on Lhiz day. by this Presi-
dent. for one reason: hecause he knew
the electoral college vole was going Lo
e counled this day. He wanted Lhis
mob Lo disrupl the constilutional proc-
ess which we are part of. This mol was
inspired hy a President who cannol ac-
cept defeat.
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1f you wonder whether I am going Loo
far in what I sav. juslt yead the Lran-
seripl with the secrelary of state {from
Georgia and listen Lo this President’s
wild conspiracy theories. one after the
other, swatled down hy that Repub-
lican-elecled official and his atlormey
as having no basis in factl. This Presi-
dent bege. he coaxes, he even Lhrealens
Lhat secretary of stale to find the voles
he needs. In any other venue. Llhatl
would he a simple. obvious crime.

The lengths he will go to are obvious.
The Texas Senalor says Lo us: Well.
many people still agree with him. yvou
know. when il gets down Lo the bollom
line. Many peoble have fallen for this
Presidential position Lhal it must have
been a rigged election if I lost.

Well. I would say thal after—we have
tost count—a7 lawsuils, 62 lawsuils—I
have heard so many different num-
bers—after 90 different judges; after
this Presidenl look his case. Lhe hesl
he could pul Logether. to the highest
Court in Lhe land across lhe street.
wlere he had personally chosen Lhree
Juslices on the Supreme Court—and 1
say Lo the Senator from Texas thal he
knows much more aboul that Court
than I do—1 don't believe they lel that
paper Lhal he sent up Llhere even hit
the desk before thew laughed it oul of
the Court. And that is the best he had
to offer—no evidence whalsoever of

Lhis rigged election and this
fraudulence.
The Senator from Texas says: We

justl want to create a liltle commis-
sfon, 10 days: we are going Lo audit all
of Lhe Slates—parlicularly the ones in
conlention here—and find oul what ac-
Lually occurred.

And it really draws its parallel o
1876. to Hayes and Tilden. Don't forget
what thal commission—thal so-called
polilical compromise—achieved. It was
nol just some ordinary governmental
cominission. It was a commission that
killed reconstruction. thal established
Jim Crow. thal—even after a civil war.
which tore this Nalion apart. it re-
enslaved Aflrican-Americans. and it was
a commission that invited voler sup-
pression we are still fighting today in
America.

Lel me close by saying Lhis. The vole
we are going to have here is a clear
choice of whether we are going Lo feed
Lhe beasl of ignorance or we are going
{o Lell the truth to the American peo-
ple. We saw that beast today roaming
the halls. Let's not invite it back.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.

Mr. MCCONNELL, I yield up Lo &
minutes to the Senatcr from Kansas,
Senator MARRSHALL,

The VICE PRESIDENT, The Senalor
{rom Kansas,

Mr, MARSHALL. Thank
President.

Freedom of speech and the [reedom
Lo protesl are provided in our Constitu-
tion. While 1 share the same frustra-
Lion many Americans have over tlhe
Presidential election, the violence and
maob rule that occwrred al the U.S. Cap-

you, Mr,
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itol Ltoday and across the counlry over
the past vear are unaceepltable. and I
condemn them at the highest level,
Like all of us in Lhe Chamber. I am
thankful for Lhe heroic law enforce-
ment officers who worked feverishly 1o
restore order so thal we wel back Lo
lhe elecioral certification process.

During my 29-vear career as al obsle-
lrician and gynecologist. too often I
had Lo sit down with palients and give
Lhem & very had diagnosis. Il might
have been a young mother of three
whose three bahies [ delivered. now
with metaslatic breast cancer. or per-
haps anotlier woman with advanced
cervical or evarian cancer, all of which
have very challenging prognoses. But
hefore 1 sat down with each one of
Lthose patients, I carefully reviewed all
the labs. Lheir x ravs, and the pathol-
ogy to make sure I had the facts
slraightl. hut at the end of the day. my
final recommendation was always
going Lo be a recommendalion from my
heart.

I want my fellow Kansans and all
Americans Lo konow that 1 have given
as much consideration and theught
surrounding Lhe issue of objecling to a
Stlale's electoral college voles as 1 did
considering the treatment plan for a
serious health concern, and Loday's de-
cision once again is from my heart.

Mr, President, I rise today Lo resLore
integrity to ouwr Republic. and I rise to
do it knowing Lhat many of our col-
leagues are all concerned for current
and future generations. We musl re-
store failth and confidence in one of our
Republic's most hallowed and patriotic
duties: voting.

There is no question our U.5. Con-
stitution empowers State legislalures
to execute free. legal, and fair elec-
tions. Unfortunately. in several Stales.
the clear authority of Lthose Stale leg-
islatures to delermine the rules for
voting was usurped by Governors, sec-
retaries of state. and activist courts.
Our laws and Constitulion should al-
ways be followed, especially in a time
of crisis,

I don’t rise Lo undo a State's legally
oblained electoral college votes: rath-
er. I rise in hopes of improving the in-
tegrity of the ballol to hold States ac-
countable to the time-proven constitu-
tional system of the electoral college.

This is why I urge the formation of
an electoral commission to give con-
strucltive suggestions and recommenda-
tions Lhat, States can take Lo make our
elections once again safe, {ree, and fair
after a year of jarring irregularities.

We must and will have a peacelul
Lransition of power.

To all my fellow Americans. I have
no doubl that our Republic can grow
stronger through this difficull day.

May God hless this greal Republic.

Thank you. Mr. Presidenl.

1 vield the floor.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The minor-
ily leader.

Mr. SCHUMER. The Senator from 11-
linois. Senator DUCKWORTH,

Mz DUCEWORTH. In 2004. I packed
up my rucksack. laced ap my boots,
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amd deploved 1o Irag, ready Lo sacrilice
whatever was asked of me, all because
1 love this Nation—willing Lo sacrifice
my life. if needed. because 1 believe in
Lthe sanclity of our elecloral system.
which had declared George W, Bush my
Commander in Chief,

T earned my wounds proudly fighting
in a war Idid nol support on the orders
of a President 1 did nol vote for he-
cause 1 helieved in and 1 sLill do helieve
in the values of our Nation: because 1
nhelieve in a government of. by. and for
the people. where volers—volers—
choose who leads them. not the olher
way around,

I have spenl my entire adull life de-
fending our democeracy. bul I never—
never—thought it weuld he necessary
Lo defend il from an atlempled violent
overlhrow in our Nalion's own Capitol
Building. Well. 1 refuse Lo let anyvone
intent on instigating chaos or inciling
violence deter mie from carrying oul
my constitutional dulies.

You know. when my Army buddies
and 1 raised our right hands, when
45.000 lroops in Avrizona raised Lheir
right hands and swore to protect and
defend the Constitution. we did not
qualify our caths by saying thal we
would [follow orders only when Lhe
Commander in Chiefl was someone
whose eleclion we were happy witl:,

Just like when every Senator in this
Chamher was sworn into office, we
didn't mutter under our bhrealh that we
discharge our dulies only when it
served our political interests or helped
us to avoid the wralh of a peliy. inse-
c¢ure. wannabe tin-pot dictator om Lhe
precipice of Josing power and rel-
evance, No. there s no ambiguity
here—Joe Biden won the election with
a record number of voles, Republican
officials nalionwide confirmed those
results, including fn Arizona. as has
judge after Trump-appointed judge.
Even Trump's Attorney General admit-
ted that the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice had not found widespread [raud
that would have affected the outcome,

Yel slill many of my Republican col-
leagues are asking us to ignore all of
that. With no evidence of their own.
they are asking us to ignore court rul-
ings, ignore Republican-elected offi-
cials, and even worse. ignore the will of
the people across this vasl. great Na-
tion by trying to overturn this elec-
tion. They are placing more trust in
Reddit conspiracy theories than the
Constitution, proving that appeasing
Trump is more important to them Lhan
protecting the most basic tenet of our
Repuablic—the adherence to free and
fair eleclions.

If there is one thing I know. il is thal
my Lroops dido't sign up to defend our
democracy in war zones thousands of
mile away only Lo walch it crumble in
Lhese hallowed halls here al home, Yet
Lhal is what this elffort amounts Lto—an
attempt to subvert our democracy. In
the progess. il is Lhreateniny what
makes America American. because in
this  countrv—in this  country—the
power of  Lhe people has  alwaye
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mallered
power.

That is the ideal that this Nation was
founded upon. That is why a few palri-
ots threw some tea in Bosion Harbor
why Washinglon crossed the Delaware,
why suffragisls were arrested a century
azo, and why my riend John Lewis
crossed that bridee in Selma in 1965, It
is why millions spent a Tuesday in No-
vember standing in line. braving a pan-
demic Lo make Lheir voices heard.

Listen. thiz administration has al-
ways had an adversarial relationship
with the trulh. Trump always cries
conspiracy, always foments chaos
whenever something doesn’'t go his
way., Bul Loday. we here in Lhis Cham-
ber have Lhe opportunity Lo prove that
here in this country. truth matters.
that right matters. that the will of the
people matlers more than the whims of
any szingle powerful individual.

I have no (ea Lo Lhi'ow in Boston Har-
bor Ltonight. and I regret that T have no
rucksack Lo pack for my counlry. no
Black Hawk to pilot, nor am I asking
for any grand gesture [rom my Repub-
lican colleagues. All I am asking of you
is Lo reflect on Lhe oalbs that yvou have
sworn, on the idamage dohe Lo our
Union today. and on Lhe sacrifices
made by Lhose who have given so much
to this Nation. [rom the servicemem-
Lers al Arvizona's Fort Huachuca and
Marine Corps Air Station Yuma to the
marchers who bent America’s moral
are a little bil more toward justice
with every single step that they took.
evely bridge that they crossed.

Then ask yourself whether the de-
mocracy they were willing to bleed for.
the country that each of us in this
Chamber has sworn to defend. is worth
damaging in order to protect the por-
celain ego of 2 man who treats the Con-
stitution as if it were little more than
a vellowing piece of paper,

Ithink we all know the right answer.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.

Mr. MCCONNELL. My. President. I
vield up to 5 minutes Lo the Senator
from Kentucky. Senalor PAUL,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Kenlucky.

Mr. PAUL. I wrote a speech for
today. I was planning to say Lthal 1 fear
the chaos of establishing a precedent
that Congress can overturn elections.
Boy. was I right. Chaos. anarchy—the
violence today was wrong and un-
American.

The vole we are about Lo cast is in-
credihly impertant. Now imore than
ever, Lhe gueslion is. Should Congress
override the certified results from Lhe
Stales and nullify the States’ righls Lo
conduct elections?

The vote Loday is nol a prolest; the
vote Loday is likerally Lo overturn elec-
lions. We have been lold thatl Lhis is a
protesl, that Lhis is aboul an electoral
commission. No. il is not. 1L is aboul
whether 1o seal the electors certified
by a State, It is nol aboul an electoral
commission. It is nol ahout a protest.
You can go outside if you want to pro-

more than the people in

CONGRESSIONAL RECORIDD —SENATE

1est. Thix is aboul overturning a State-
certified election.

If you vole to overturn these elec-
lions., wouldn't it he {he opposile of
Stales” rights Republicans have always
advocated for?

This would doom the electoral vol-
lege forever. Il was never intended by
our Founders that Congress have the
power to overturn State-certified elec-
tions, My oath tg the Constitulion
doesn’'t allow me Lo disobey Lhe law, I
can’'t vole to overturn the verdict of
Slates, Such a vole would be Lo over-
turn everything held dear by those of
us who support the rights of Stales in
this great system of federalism Lhat
was hequeathed to us by our Founders.

The elecloral college was crealed Lo
devolve the power of selecting Presi-
dential electors to the Stales. The
electoral college is. without guestion.
an inseparable friend to those who be-
lieve thal every Amerjcan across our
vast country deserves Lo be heard.

If Congress were given the power to
overturn ihe States elections. what
terrible chaog would ensue every 4
vears., Imagine Lhe furor against Lhe
electoral college if Congress becomes a
forum Lo overturn States’ electoral col-
lewe slales.

It is one thing 1o be apgry. It is an-
other Lo focus one's anger in constlruc-
tive ways. That hasn't happened loday.
Lo say the least.

We simiply cannot destroy the Con-
stitution. our laws., and the elecloral
college in the process.

I hope, as Lhe Nation's anger ¢ools.
we can channel thal energy into essen-
tial electoral reforms at the State
level. America is admired around the
world for our free elections. We must—
we absolutely must {ix Lhis mess and
restore confidence and integrity Lo our
elections. We must,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Demo-
cratic leader,

Mr. SCHUMER. The Senator
Virginia. Senator WARNER.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Virginia.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I think
like most of us. T am still prelty reel-
ing from what happened today. What I
was going to talk ahoul was the work
T am mosb proud of since I have heen
here. with my good friend RICHARD
BURR and all the members of the Intel-
ligence Commitlee. aboul a mulliyear
report we did into foreign interference
in our elections. Probably our Lop rec-
ommendation of that five-voluime, bi-
partisan report was that any official or
candidate should use restraint and cau-
tion when questioning results of our
eleclions hecause when yvou do so. you
often carry oul Lhe goals of our forelgm

from

adversaries. Use caution because,
whelher knowingly or unknowingly

and whether that adversary is in Rus-
sin or China or Iran. their goals are
pretly simple: They want Lo make it
appear to Americans. Lo follks around
Lthe world, and to their own people Lhat
there is nothing special aboul Amer-
{ean democracy.
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T was going to try in a feeble wav.
maxbe. Lo reach some of the rhelorical
heights of BEN SAassE. 1 knew I couldn't
do that. so instead—I know I am vio-
lating rules. Today is the day for vie-
lating rules. This is a photo Lhat ap-
pears Loday in one of the most promi-
nenl German newspapers. You don't
need to draw il up. You can draw up
pholos [1rom any newspapel or any lele-
vision feed anyvwhere across Lthe world.

And what is this photo of? It is of
thugs—thugs—in the Halls of this Cap-
itol. diminishing everything we say we
helieve in. in this democracy.

When vou look at those images. 1eal-
ize Lhal those images are priceless for
our adversaries. 1 am willing. Ltonight.
in an overwhelming way. Lo take a
small step. in a Dbipartisan way. to
start restoring that trust of our pecple
and. hopefully. the hillions of people
around the world who Delieve in that
notion of American democracy. Re-
miember. these images are still theve,

I yield the Noor.

The VICE PRESIDENT, The majority
leader.

My, McCONNELL. Mr. President. I
yield 5 minutes to the Senator from
Missouri. Mr, HAWLEY.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Missouri.

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President. I want
to begin Lhis evening by saying thank
you 1o the men and women of Lhe Cap-
itol Police. the National Guardsmen.
the Melropolitan Police. and others
who came Lo this Capilel and pul their
lives on lhe line Lo prolLect everyhody
here who was working inside. 1 want Lo
thank law enforcement all across Lhis
counlry—in my home Stale of Missouri
and everywhere else—who do that day
in and day oul.

I jusl want to acknowledge that,
when it comes Lo violence, il was a Ler-
rible yvear in America this lasl year. We
have seen a lol of viplence against law
enforcement. and today. we saw It here
in the Capilol ¢f the United Stales, In
Lhis country. in the United States of
America, we cannotl say emphatically
enough: Violence is nol how you
achieve change. Violence 15 not how
you achieve somelhing beltier.

Our Constitution was built and put
inlo place so thal there would be, in
the words of Ahraham Lincoln. no ap-
peal from hallots to bhullets. which is
whal we saw. unforlunately, altempled
tonight. There is no place for that in
the Uniled Stales of America, and that
is why I submit lo my colleagues that
whal we are doing here Lonight is, ac-
tually. very important becaunse. for
those who have concerns about the in-
tegrity of our elections and for those
who have concerns about what hap-
pened in November, this is Lhe appro-
priate means, This is the lawful place
where those objections and concerns
should be heard. This is the forum that
Lthe law provides f{or—thal our laws
provide for—for thoxe conveirns Lo he
registered. not through violence—not
Dy appealing from hallets Lo hulletz—
il here, in Lhis lawful process,
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So Lo those who say Lhal tlns is just
a formality today—an antigque cere-
mony thal we have engaged in for a
couple of hundred years—I can’t say
that I agree. [ can't say Lhal our prece-
lent suggests that. I actually think il
is very vital, whatl we do, The oppor-
tunity to be heard and to register ob-
jections is very vital hecause this is
1he place where Lhose objections are to
be heard and dealt with, debated. and
[inally resolved—in (his Jawful means.
pencefully. withoul violence. withoul
altacks, without bullets,

Lel me just say now. briefly—in lieu
of speaking ahout it later—a word
aboul Pennsylvania. which is a State
that I have been focused on and have
objecled to, as an example of why peo-
ple are concerned—why millions of
Americans are concerned- aboul our
election integrity.

I say to Pennsylvania. quile apart
from allegalions of any {raud, vou have
a Stale conslitution thal has heen in-
Lerpreted for over a century Lo say thal
there is no mail-in balloting permitted
excepl for in  very narrew  cir-
cumstances, which is also provided for
in Lhe law. Yet, last vear. Pennsylva-
nia's eleclted officials passed a whole
new law that allowed {for universal
mail-in balloting. and they did iL. irve-
vardless of what the Pennsylvania Con-
atitution said.

Then. when Pennsylvania's citizens
tried Lo be heard on this subject before
the Pennsylvania Sapreme Courl. they
were dismissed on grounds of procedure
and timeliness, in violalion of thal su-
preme courl’s own precedenl.

S0 Lhe merits of the case have never
been heard. The constitutionality ol
Lhe statule. actually. has never heen
defended. I am not aware of any court
thal has passed on its constitu-
lionality. I actually am nol aware of
anybody who has defended the con-
stitutionality. and Lhis was the stalule
lhal governed this last election in
which there were over 2.5 million mail-
in Ballots in Penngylvania.

This is my point. that Lhis is the
forum. The Pennsylvania Supreme
Court hasn't heard the case. and there
is no other courl to go Lo, Lo hear Lhe
case in Lhe State. so this Is the appro-
priate place for these concerns Lo be
raised. which is why I have raised Lhem
here today.

1 hope that this body will not miss
the opportunity to take affirmative ac-
Lion Lo address the concerns of so many
milltons of Americans—to say Lo mil-
lions of Americans Lonight that vio-
lence is never warranted, Lhal violence
will not be Llolerated, thal those who
engage in it will be prosecuted. hul
that this body will act Lo address the
concerns of all Americans across the
country.

We do need an investigation into
irregularities, frawd. We do need a way
forward together, We need election =se-
curity reforms. T bel my friends on the
other side of the aisle don't disagree
with (hat. We need 1o find a way o
move forward on that together se that
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the American people frem holh parties
amd all walks of life can have con-
fidence in their eleclions and so Lhal
we can arrange ourselves under the
rule of law Lhat we share togelher.

I yield the floor-.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Demeo-
cratic leader.

Mr. SCHUMER, The Senalor
Pennsylvania. Mr, CAsEY.

The VICE PRESIDENT, The Senator
from Pennsylvania,

My, CASEY. Mr. Presidenl. I rise Lo-
night to defend Lhe people of Lhe Com-
monweallth of Pennsylvania—lo defend
the more Lhan 6.9 million voters who
voled in this election—and Lo condemn.
in the slrongesl posgible terms. this al-
tempt Lo disenfranchise the volers of
Pennsylvania bazed upon a lie, a false-
hood. That same lie sowed Lhe seeds of
today's violence and today’s lawless-
ness here in Lhe Capitol.

One of my constituents. Susan. hrom
Lehigh Valley—Lhe communily of our
State where Senator TOOMEY lives—re-
cently wrolke Lo my office and. perhaps.
said it besl:

We cannol allpw ANYBODY o overturn
the legal votes of the cilizens of Pennsyl-
vania, This would be he ultimate destruc-
tion ol our democracy.

Susan had it right. We cannoct allow
CANYBODY "—and she put thet word
in all caps—Lo overturn Lhe lesal voter
of the people of our Slale.

Let me address the allegation regard-
ing the Pennsylvania Constitution and
the weneral assembly and somehow
that the general assembly didn’t have
the authority to enact —no excuse
mail-in voting '—that process—for the
people of our State.

First. the law in question. Act 77. was
passed in 2019 and was implemented
without any serious guestion as to its
constitutionality. The law was passed
by a Republican-controlled general as-
sembly, house and senate. It was only
after the 2020 election. when it became
clear thatl President-Elect Joe Biden
won Pennsylvania by a little more
than 80.000 votes. that some Republican
politicians in our State decided to
challenge the constitutionality of the
law,

Second. Act 77 is plainly constitu-
Lional. My colleagues allege that the
State constitution requires in-person
voting except under limited cir-
cumstances. This is not Llrue. While
Pennsylvania lays out specific situa-
tions in which ahsentee voling Is re-
quired. there is no in-person require-
ment in our State constitution, The
constitution sets a floor. not a ceiling.
for this type of voling.

Third, apart from the argument made
by my celleague. there is bipartisan
agreement across our Slate—al the
Incal. State, and Federal levels—that
our eleclion was tair. secure. and law-
ful. On Mowmday, my colleague from
Pennsylvania, Senalor TOOMEY, wrole
in an op-ed: “The evidence is over-
whelming that Joe Biden won thig elec-
tion.’

There is simply no evidence Lo justify
the oulrageous claims of widespread
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voler fraud or election hregularities
that have Dbeen suggested by those
seeking to overturn the election. There
have heen 60 cases in court after court,
all throughoul our State and through-
out Lhe ¢country. including in Lthe Su-
preme Court. thal have dealt wilth Lhis
bizarre argument that we know is
hased upon that lie.

In one court. the U.5, Court of Ap-
peals for the Third Circuit. Judge
Bihas. appointed by President Trump.
wrole:

The campaizn's claims have ne merit. The
United States has free and laly elections,
which are the lifeblood of our democracy
Charges require specitic allegations and then
prool. We have neither heye.

So said Judge Bihas.

Finally, a word aboul those election
officials whe did such work. These elec-
tion officials all across our State—Re-
publicans and Democrats from 1ed
counlies and hlue counties—did thei
jobs. They are palriots, and these ob-
jections are an attack on these Penn-
sylvania public servants. I will give

you one example from Republican
Commissioner Al Schmidt. of Philadel-
phia.

He wrote:

There really should not he a disagreement.
rezardless of party alfiliation, when we e
(alking about counting votes ., . by eligible
voters. I [» not o very controversial thing
or. at least. {1 shouldn't he,

Afler election day. Comimissioner Al
Schmidt. his family. and his colleagues
were subjected Lo death threats simply
because he was rying to do his job
with integrity. It calls to mind that
greal line from  “America  the
Beauliful”: =0 bheautiful for patriol
dream. Thal sees beyond the years.”

These eleclion officials. like so many
of our patriots—and we heard f{rom
Senator DUCKWORTH tonight. a real pa-
triot—did their jobis. Lel's support
Lhese patriots. Vote against this ohjec-
lion.

1 yield the floor,

The VICE PRESIDENT, The majorily
leader.

Mr. MCCONNELL. 1 yield & minules
to the Senator from Utah, Mr. ROMNEY.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senalor
from Ulah.

Mr. ROMNEY. Today was heart-
breaking, and I was shaken to the core
as I Lthoughl about the people I have
met in China and Russia and Afghani-
slan and Iraqg and other places who
vearn for freedom and who look to this
huilding and these shores as a place of
hope. I saw lhe images heing hroad-
casted around the world. and il breaks
my heart.

I have 25 grandchildren. Many of
them were watching TV, thinking
aboul this huilding, and whelher Lheir
grandpa was OK. ] knew I was OK, [
musl tell you. as well. that I am proud
Lo serve with Lhese men and women.
This is an extracrdinary group of peo-
ple. T am proud Lo be a Mewmber of the
U.8. Senale and meet wilh people of in-
Legrity as we do here 1oday.

Now, we galher due to a selfish man's
injured pride and the outrage of his
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supporlers. whom he has deliberatlely
misinformed for Lhe pasl 2 months and
stirred Lo aclion this very morning.
What happened here Loday was an in-
surrection thal was incited by the
President of the United States. Those
who c¢hoosge to continue to supporl his
dangerous gambil by objecting Lo the
results of a legilimate and demoneralic
election will forever he seen as being
complicit in an unprecedented attack
against our democracy. Fairly or nol,
Lthey will be remembered for their role
in this shameful episode of American
history. Thal will be their legacy.

1 s=alule Sebpators LAKKFORD and
LoBFFLER and BRAUN and DAINES and, I
am sure. others who. in light of today’s
oulrage. have withdrawn their objece
tions, For any who remain insistent on
an audit in order Lo satisfy the many
people who Delieve the eleclion was
stolen, I would offer Lhiz perspeclive:
No congressional audit is ever going to
convince these volers. particularly
when Lhe Presidenl will continue to
say that the election was stolen, The
hest. way we can show respect for the
volers who are upset is by telling Lhem
Lhe truth.

(Applause. Senators rising.)

That is the burden, That is Lhe duty
of leadership. The truth is thal Presi-
dent-Elect Biden won the election. and
President Trwmnp lost. 1 had that expe-
rience myself, 1L is no fun.

(Laughter,)

Scores of courls, the President's own
Atlorney General. and State eleclions
officials, hoth Republican and Demo-
cral, have reached Lhat unequivocal de-
cision,

In light of today's sad circumstances,
I ask my colleague: Do we weigh our
own political fortunes more heavily
than we weigh the strengih of our Re-
public. Lhe slrenglh of our democracy,
and the cause of freedom? What is the
weight of personal acclaim compared
Lo the weizht of conscience?

Leader MCCONNELL said that Lhe vole
Loday is the most important in his 36
vears of puhlic service. Think of that
after his authorizing two walrs and vol-
ing against two impeachments. He said
that not because the vole reveals some-
Lhing about the election bul hecause
Lhis vole reveals something about us.

I urge my colleagues Lo move forward
with compleLling the electoral count, to
refrain from further objections. and to
unanimously affirm the legitimacy of
the Presidential election,

Thank you. Mr, PresidenL.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Demo-
cralic leader.

Mr. SCHUMER. The Senatlor
New Hampshire. Senntor SHAHEEN.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senalor
from New Hampshire.

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President. on
January 3. L. along with 31 of my col-
leagues. stood in this Chamber and
swore an oath to supporlt and defend
(he Constitulion of the United Stales.
1L ix both ironic and deeply  dis-
appointing that only 3 days after
swearing these oaths. some of my col-
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leagues are coming c¢lose to bhrenking
this premise,

Since 1797, each U.5. President has
peacefully handed over power Lo Llhe
next. and that will happen again on
January 20, when Donald Trump. de-
spile the protesters Loday. Lhe violence
today—when Donald Trump leaves Lhe
White House at noon and Joe Biden be-
comes President.

We have heard Lonight from both
Democratls and Republicans aboutl the
importance of the volers speaking in
the election and about 1the factl that
there iz no evidence of widespread
voter fraud. Bul this is nol jusl ah
issue for us here in the United States:
this is an issue for nascent democracies
around the world. which. as Senator
RoOMNEY said. look to Lthe United States
as an exambple. We are the shining city
on the hill. We give those slruggling
under oppression hope for a heller fu-
Lure.

Now. like so many of us in this
Chamber. I have traveled to developing
democracies around the world—to Af-
ghanislan and Iracg. Lo the Weslern Bal-
kans. Lo Africa. Lo the country of Geor-
gin. I went there willh my colleague
Senator RISCH,

In 2012. we went Lo Georgia Lo ol-
serve officially. on behall of the Sen-
ate, the election between oulgoing
President Mikheil Saakashvill and his
United Nalional Movement Party and
the challenge hy Georgian Dream.
which was a newly formed parly sup-
ported and funded by billionaire oli-
garch Bidzina Ivanishvili. It was a hat-
tle for Parliament. bhut alse for control
of the government.

Senator RIscH and I visited multliple
polling places on election day. and we
agreed with the international assess-
ment that that election was {ree and
fair and that Georgian Dream were Lhe
winners.

Bul there was real concern in Lhe
country that Saakashvili was going Lo
refuse to give up power—that that
would lead lo violence, and it would
end Lhe nascenlt democratic reforms
Lthat were happening in that former So-
viel, Republic.

So Senator RisCH and I, the day after
the election. wenl to visil President
Saakashvili to Lry and talk him out of
staying in power. I remember very
clearly going to his home. and we sat
down with him., and we pointed out
that the hallmark of a democracy—
what he had worked so hard for in his
8 vears as Presidenl of Georgia—lhe
hallmark of thal was to turn over
power in a peaceful election to the per-
son Lhe volers chose, Well. Presideni
Saakashvili listened to us. and he did
leave office peacefully.

Bui. it is important that future gen-
erations recognize thalt America—like
democracies everywhere—depends on a
peaceful transition of power. on believ-
ing in what the voters say. and ensur-
ing thal happens.

Unfortunately, we have heard from
some Senalors Loday who have heen en-
abling President Thrump’s willful dis-
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regard of the voles of our citizenry,
even as they speak oul against foreign
leaders who ignore Lheir own people.

They will fail. and history will ve-
member them.

I hope 1hal future generations will
view Lhe acliong of some of those folks
today as little more than an unfortu-
nale anomaly.

Future opportunisls may use this ill-
fated effort Lo senk short-term polit-
ical gain over the long-lterm stahilily
of our Republic. But for the sake of cur
ereat country and America’s standing
in the world. 1 ask my colleagues today
10 fully endorse the results of the free
and fair election and sel asicde this par-
lisan attempt Lo subverl the will of the
people, We should he veneraling the
peaceful transition of power. even if
our own prefered candidale didn’t win.
That is. after nll, who we are in Lhe
United Stales of America.

Thank you, Mr. Presidenl.

The VICE PRESIDEN'T. The majority
leader,

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr, President, I
vield up to 5 minutes to the Senalor
Trom Ohio. BSenalor PORTMAXN.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Ohio.

Mr. PORTMAN, My, Vice Presidenl.
vou have fulfilled your dulies as Presi-
dent of the Senale tonizht with dis-
Linction. and we all appreciale it.

1 thought aboul changing my mind
and nol speaking lonight. given Lhe
lateness of the hour. and ] know all of
my ¢olleagues would have appreciated
that greatly. Butl I thought it was nec-
essary to speak because 1 want the
American people, particularly my con-
stituents in Ohio. Lo see thal we will
nol he intimidated. that we will nol
disrupted from our work, thal here in
the citadel of democracy. we will con-
tinue Lo do the work of the people. Mol
rule is not going Lo prevail here.

Now. let's face it, We did not reclaim
this Chamber lonight. Brave and self-
less law enforcement officers stood in
the breach and ensured that the ciladel
of democracy would be protected and
that we would be defended. and we are
deeply grateful for that—as is the Na-
tion.

I have listened carefully 1o com-
ments of my colleagues, and I have lis-
tened over Lhe past couple of weeks as
this issue has been discussed. and I tell
yvou. for me. il is notl a hard decisjon, 1
stand with the Constitution. I stand
with what the Constitution makes
clear: The people and the States hold
the power here. nat us.

Mv oath to the Constitution and my
reverence for our democralic principles
make il easy for me Lo confirm these
Stale cerlificalions.

By the way. I opposed this process
some 15 years ago. when some Demo-
crats chose Lo object to the electors
from my home Stale of Qhio after the
2004 elections. 1 opposed it then. and I
oppose it new, I =aid al the time Lhal
Congress must nol thwart the will of
Lhe people. Thal iz whatl we would be
doing.
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Lel's assume for a moment thal
those who object to the certificallons
are right. thal the Conslitution in-
tended that a bare majority of Mem-
bers of Congress could circamvent the
States that have chosen to cerlify the
popular voies of their own State citi-
zens. | ask the objectors to think about
the precedent that would be set if we
were Lo do Lthat.

What if the majorily in the House
and Lthe Senale were of the ctheyr party
when a Presidenlial candidate of our
party came Lhrough a close Presi-
denlial election? Would you want a
Congress controlled by Lhe Demotrals
to play the role you now intend for us?

It is asking Congress to subslitute its
judgment for the judgmenl of the vot-
ers and its judgment for the judgment
of the Slates Lhat certilied the results,

And even [orgetling the dangerous
precedent that would be set. what

would he the bhaxis for objecting in this
election?

Look. I voled for President Trump. I
supported him hecauss 1 believe the
Trump administration’s policies are
hetter for Ohio and for the country.
And T =upported the Trump campaien’s
right 1o pursue recounts—they had
every right to do It—and legal chal-
lenges.

1 agree thal Lhere were instancves of
fraud and irregularities in the 2020
eleclions. I think we all do. And by the
way, there are fraud and iiregularities
in every Presidenlial eleclion.

But it is also true that after 2
months of recounls and legal chal-
lenges. not a single Slate recount
changed the result. And of the dozens
of lawsuils filed, not one found evi-
dence of fraud or irregularities wide-
spread enough to change the result of
the election. This was Lhe finding of
numerous Republican-appeinted judges
and the Trump administration’s own
Department of Justice.

Every Stale has now weighed in and
chosen Lo certify ils electoral slate
hased on the popular vole, as set out in
the Constitution.

I understand thal many Americans
who would never storm this Oapitol
don't Lrust the integrity of the 2020
election. don't think the Slates should
have certified, don’t think we should
have accepted the resulls from the
Stales, and are insisting on more
transparency and accountabilily.

In Lhe 2016 elections, lest we forget.
many Democrats objected to the ve-
sults and distrusted the eleclion.

I challenge my colleagues on both
sides of Lhe aisle Lo listen but also to
do our palrt to Lry Lo restore faith in
our elections. We should all work lo
improve the integrity of the elecloral
system and the confidence of the Amer-
jcan people in this bedrock of cur areal
democratic Republic.

Today. I will do my constitutional
duly and oppose these efforts Lo rejecl
the State-certified results.

And tomorrow. in the wake ol this
attack on the Capilol, the pandemic
that engulfs us. and other nalional
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challenges. let's work together for the
people,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Demo-
cratic leader.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I be-
lieve we have B minules left. so 1 would
like to divide 4 (o Senalor Kine and 4
lo Senalor VAN HOLLEXN.

The VICE PRESIDENT. That is cor-
rect.

The Senator from Maine.

Mr. KING. Mr. Presidenl. Winston
Churchill once said Lhat he ¢ould do a
2-hour speech extemporaneously, hutl a
10-minute speech Loock immense prepa-
ration. I don't know whal he would
have said about a 4-minute speech,

We are a 240-vear anomaly in world
history. We think that what we have
here in this counlry is the way il has
always been.

IL is A very unusual form of govern-
menl. The normal form of government
throughout worlid history is dictaiors.
kings. czars. pharaohs, warlords. ty-
rants. And we thought 20 years ago the
march of history was toward democ-
racy. bhutl iUt is in retreat in Hungary
and Turkey-—goodness knows, in Rus-
sia.

Democracy as we have practiced il is
fragile, Tt is fragile. and it rests upon
trust. It rests upon trust in facts. It
rests upon trust in courls, in public of-
ficials, and. yes. in elections.

I don’t sympatihize or justify or in
any way—in any way—suppori—that is
putting it mildly—what happened here
today. hut I understand it. I under-
astand it because 1 saw those people
interviewed tioday. and Lhey said: e
are here hecause this election has heen
stolen.

And the reason they said that is that
thelr leader has heen telling them thatl
every day for 2 months.

We cannot afford to pull bricks out
from the foundation of truslL thal
underlies our entire system. And 1
agree with Governor ROMNEY thal Lhe
answer Lo this problem is Lo tell people
the truth—is to tell them whal hap-
pened.

Tt is easy Lo confroni your opponents.
It is hard Lo confront your friends.

It is hard to tell your supportlers
sonelhing they don't want to hear. but
Lhat is our obligation. That is why Lhe
word “leader” is applied to people in
jobs like ours. It is not supposed Lo be
easy. Il is supposed to e something
Lhat we take on as a sacred obligation.
and il people helieve something that
isn'L true. it is our obligation lo tell
them: No, 1 am sorry, it isn't. just as
Senator PORTMAN just said, as MIKE
LEE just said: I am sorry we can't do
this here. We don’t want to do Lhis
here. This is a power reserved to the
Slates, not to the Congress,

And I agree with Lhie majority leader.
I think this is one of the most impon-
1ant voles any of us will ever take,

On December 1. 1862, Abrabam Lin-
voln came to this building. He came Lo
this huilding in the darkesl days of the
Civil War. He was Lrving Lo awaken Lhe
Congress to the crigis thal we were fac-
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ing. and he didn’t feel thal they were
Tully and effeclively engaged. He ended
liix speech that day with words that 1
think have an eerie relevance Lonighl.
Here is what Abraliam Lincoln said:

Fellow-[Amencans]. we cannot escape his-
tory, We of (hix Congress and Lhis adminis-
fralion, will he remembered in spite ol our-
selves. No personal signiticance, or instenift-
cance, ¢an 8pare ong or anothelr ol us.

And here are his final words:

The fiery tral through which we pass will
light us down in honor oy dishonor to the lal-
sl veneralion

The fiery trial through which we
pass, will light us down in honor or dis-
honor Lo Lhe Iatest generation.

Thank vou, Mr. President,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senalor
from Maryland.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Thank you. Mr.
President. The mob viclence and al-
tack we saw on our Capitol today
should he a wake-up call Lo each and
everv one of us of whal happens when
we fail Lo come togelher, not as Demo-
crats and Republicans bul each of us as
Americans. Lo sltand up Lo a President
who time and again has shown coh-
Lempt for ouwr democracy. contempt for
our Constitution.

Today. here on the Capilol, we wit-
nessed people Laking down an Amer-
jcan flag and putting up a Trump flag.
That is nol democracy in the United
Stlales of America.

As every Senator who has spoken has
mentioned, we have for hundreds of
vears had a peaceful Lransfer of power.
Nobody likes Lo lose, and supporters of
the losing candidate are always dis-
appointed. Whal is different this time?

We all know whal is different this
iime. We have a President wha, as Lhe
Senalor from New Jersey said. even be-
fore a vole was cast, Lhal if he didn't
win Lthe eleclion. it was going Lo be a
fraud and every day since then has per-
petrated that lie.

We bave a President who Just today
critivized Lhe wvery loyal Vice Presi-
denlt. who is presiding righl now. urg-
ing him to disregard his responsibil-
ities under the Constitution of the
United States in order to reinstall Don-
ald Trump as President: the same per-
soll who zot on the phone te the sec-
retary of state in Georgia and threat-
ened him to change Lhe results of the
eleclion.

Mr. President. I read something this
week I never Lhought 1 would read in a
newspaper in the Uniled States of
Amaerica. 11 was an op-ed by all the liv-
ing former Secretaries of Defense, in-
cluding Secretaries Rumsfeld. Chenev.
and  Matlis,  warning—warning—the
country about our Lradition of peaceful
lransfer of power and that it would be
inappropriate for the mililary Lo Lake
sides in the United States of America.
We lalk to the world aboul how we
wanl Lo promole demoeoeracy and our
values. and vight here al home Lloo
many are undermining those values.

Mr. Prezidenl. Donald Trump could
nol de this alone. He could only do it if
he ig aided and abelled by individunls
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who ave willing 1o perpetrate those lies
and those conspiracies. and that isx why
it is so important (hal we as Demo-
vrats and Republicans and Senators
stand up together--stand up together
and Lell Lhe Lruth. You know when vou
go inte a courl of Jaw. like those 60
cases, vou are testifving under penally
of perjuwry. That is very different than
here in the House and the Senate, and
in all those 60 cases. under penalty of
perjury. there was no avidence of wide-
spread fraud. So il should be easy for
us all togelther Lo tell the Lruth.

On January 20. Joe Biden will bhe
sworn in as the next President of the
United States, He has said he wants Lo
bring the country together. He has said
he wanls Lo bring Democrats and Re-
publicans Logether to do some of the
pressing business of Lhis countryv. io
defeal Lhis pandemic. to get the econ-
omy going again. Lo face challenging
issues of racial and social justice. 1
hope we will learn from what happened
today—tihe mob altack on this Cap-
jtol—the price we pay when we don’t
stand up for the truth and for democ-
racy,

James McHenry., Marvland's delegate
o Lthe Constitulional Convention.
wrote aboul a famous exchange in his
diaries  Dbelween Elizabeth  Willing
Powel and Beujamin Franklin. A lady
asked Dr. Franklin, “Well, Doclor.
whal have we got. a Republic or a mon-

archy?' A republic,” replied Dr.
Franklin, ~if vou can keep it
My colleagues, this is a tesl of

whether we unite Lo keep our Republic.
T hope we will pass Lhe test logether.
Thank vou.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. Presidenl. January
6. 2021, will forever mark a historic day
{for our Nation, Not simply because our
heloved Capilol building—the very
heart of our democracy—laid under
sieve. Not simply because rioters
stormed the Senate and House [loors.
assaulting Capilol Police officers and
leaving a wake of destruction along the
way. Nobt simply hecause Lhe President
of the United States encouraged his
supporters to commit these felonies—
Lo march to the Capitol and *-to fight.”
in his words. No, today will also be re-
membered because of whal happened
hefore all of thal. Toeday. over 100 Mem-
hers of the House and a dozen Senalors
supported a ploy to deprive Lhe States
and the American people of their con-
stitutional role to chooge our nexi
President—a ploy thal amounts Lo
nothing less than an assault on our
Constitulional republic,

The President’s ohscene claim Lhat
the election was stelen from him.
which he conlinued to spout even while
his rioting supporters roamed the Halls
of Lhe Capitel 1today. has heen
disproven time and again, Every single
Senator knows Lhal Vice Presldent
Biden won Lhe election and did so deci-
sively. Claims that President Trump
won reelection are nol just fantasy:
Lhey are delusional. And citing volers
mistrust in the election resulls as
grounds for this stunt is particularly
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disingenuous given that those concerns
have been fueled by Lthe President’s
own baseless conspiracy lheories—not
by the evidence. not by the facts, and
not hy State eleclion administrators.
holh Republicans and Democrats. who
actually oversaw these eleclions and
Enow what Lhey are talking about.

Presidenl Trumyp and his allies have
now lost more Lthan 60 cases in courts
across the country. by judges of every
political stripe, including those ap-
pointed by the President. The lopsided-
ness of these decisions has been ex-
traordinary. It has been nolhing less
than a wholesale rejection of the Presi-
dent's claims, Bul this 1s not sur-
prising. The President’s own Atlornev
General said there is no evidence of
widespread fraud. His own Departiment
of Homeland Security described it as
ilie “most secure election in American
history.”

President Trump serves no one hul
himeelf. He is not a custodian or guard-
ian of ocur democracy. He is a man
whose every decision is driven by his
shallow self-interest. T did notl expect
him to be gracious in defeal. 1 expected
him to throw tantrums, I am not even
surprised that his rhetoric has incited
violence. as il has Loday. That is who
President Trump is; we have all khown
thal for some time. I am surprised and
disappointed that so many Members of
this body have lel il gel this far. After
he inecited rioters and criminal actions
by a4 mob attacking America’s symbhol
of democra¢y. owr Capitol. whal more
will he do? He should just leave. He has
damaged the country enough.

Our job Loday is simply 1o counl the
votes and to cerlify that Joe Biden won
the election, Pretending that Congress
could effeclively overturn the will of
the American people has, prediclably.
poured gasoline on an already lit firve,
We musl now gzet to work Lo put this
fire oult, I am glad that Congress is
taking the first step now—tihat is, Lo
stop with this nonsense and certify this
eleclion. The next step will be harder.
The only way we stand a chance of
coming together as a country. let alone
making progress for the American peo-
ple. is by working together,

I am thankful Lo Lhe many Senale
Republicans who have forcefully re-
jected this dangerous political stunt.
even hefore Lhe violence. Your words
had meaning and sent a message to the
country that our democracy will en.
dure.

I have served in the Senale for 46
vears, I can tell yvou that history will
remember this sad day. So let us en-
sure that it is not just remembered for
the destrucltion. for Lthe President's
recklessness. and for those in Congress
who so casually attempted to overturn
the will of the American people. Let us
work together now and certify this
election. so Lhis day will also he re-
membered for those who stood up and
rejected Lhis dangerous political stunt
for the zood of the Republic and for Lhe
good of the American people.

Mrs, FEINSTEIN. Mr. President.
Today has been a dark day that will
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take a long lime and a lol of work to
overcome. It has been a day truly un-
worlhy of our Nation.

I thank the U.%, Capilol Polive. Lhe
U.8. Secret Service. the law enforce-
ment officers from Washington., DC.
Maryland. and Virginia. (he Nalional
Guard. and olhers who have protected
this jnstitution and the U.5. Congress
today.

There will be time Lo say more ahout
today’'s events, but I rise now Lo spenk
about the unprecedented actions loday
Lo attempt to undermine a fairly and
properly conducted democralic elec-
tion,

Under our system of government.
States bhear the primary responsibilily
for running eleclions and certifying
election results, and that is exactly
whal we have seen—all 50 Stales and
the District of Columbia have certified
the results of the 2020 Presidential
election.

The resulls of the election are clear:
Joe Biden and KaMaLa HARRIS wobh.

Challenging Lhese elecloral voles
now is the height of hypocrisy for a
party thal prides ilself on Stales
rights.

Even worse, loday's actions are based
on the faulty premise thal this election
was somehow tainted by widespread
fraud. which is flal oul wrong.

Protesting these voles loday is a dis-
service Lo our constitutional order and
the more than B1 million Americans
who voted for Joe Biden and KAMALA
HARRIS,

We musl also recognize that today's
acltions could echo far beyond this elec-
tion. Qur democratic Republic has sar-
vived as a resull of certain bedrock
principles. including the peaceful
Lransfer of power and the right of the
people Lo elect their leaders.

For Congress Lo challenge the legit-
imacy of electoral votes because Presi-
dent Trump is upset that he losl far ex-
ceeds our role as envisicned hy our
Founding Fathers,

These challenges threaten Lhe very
core of a functioning democracy—thal
voters and votes matter.,

If a State’s electoral voles can he sel
aside hy Congress based on conspiracy
theories dreamed up by the President
and his followers. the value of free and
fair elections is damaged.

Mr. Presidenl. those who feel Lhey
needed to protest todayv’s resulls say
they do so because of allegations of
fraud, The problem is. (hose allega-
tions all originate {rom President
Trump himself.

The Justice Department found no
evidence of widespread fraud, Alloimey
General Barr himself said Lhere were
no irregularities that could have af-
fected Lhe ouleome of the election.

Likewise. our courts—including the
Supreme Courl—have tossed oul law-
suit after lawsuil filed by President
Trump and his alliex, more than 60 in
Lotal,

1 appreciale those Republicans Sen-
ators who have stood up for democracy
and against (hese baseless objeclions
Lo the election results.
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Sennior ROMNEY called it an ~egre-
rpious ploy.”

Senalor TooMeEy said, “Allegalions of
fraud by a losing campaign cannol jus-
Lify overturning an election.”

Senator PORTMAXR =aid. T cannot
support allowing Congress (o Lthwart
the will af the voleys.”

And Senator THUKNE added, “Il's lime
for evervbody Lo move on.”’

He is right: the elecltion is over.
President-Elect Biden won.
Especially now. afler all of Lthe

events of the day. It is truly time to
wel Lo work repalring our counlyy.

Thank you. Mr. President. 1 yield the
floor,

Mr, CARPER. Mr. President. “free.
fajr elections are the lifeblood of our
democracy. Charges of unfairness are
serious. but calling an eleclion unflair
does not make il so, Charges require
specific allegations and then proof, We
have neither here.”’

Those aren’t my words. Those are the
words of a judge on the U.8. Court of
Appeals for the Third Circuit. rejecting
Presidenl Trump's legal challenges to
Llhe Pennsylvania election—a judge
who. 1 might add. was a Tongtime mem-
ber of Lhe ¢conservative Federalisl Soci-
ely and was nominated 1o the bench by
President, Truimp.

My, Presidenl. the 2020 presidential
election was hard-fought., bul the
Amerivan people spoke clearly and de-
cisively: 81.2 million votes for Joe
Biden. 74.2 million votes for Donald
Trump. 51.3 percent of the vele for Joe
Biden., 46.8 percent of the vole for Don-
ald Trump. 306 electoral college votes
for Joe Biden., 232 elettoral college
votes for Donald Trump.

Aceepling the outcome of an election
can he difficult when our political
parLy doesn't win. but calling an elec-
tion unfair does not make iL so0.

More than 60 Federal and State
courts, involying more than 80 judges.
many of whom were nominated hy Re-
publican Presidenls. including Presi-
denl Trump. are all in agreement. No
evidence of widespread fraud. wrong-
doing, or olher irregularities have been
uhcovered during the 2020 election.

Unfortunately, some of our col-
leagues today ask us to do the same
thing Donald Trump asked of the sec-
retary of state of Georgia: Lo overturn
the results of the 2020 election withoul
specific allegations and without preof.
Our colleagues are asking us notl Lo
abide by the will of the people bul to
bend to the will of one man. Donald
Tramp.

In 1787. delevates from 13 Stales von-
vened in Philadelphia to debate the fo-
ture of our counlry. Our Founders dis-
agreed on many things, but they did
agree that they didn’t wanl a King. and
they set up an inlricale system of
checks and halances to ensure Lhal we
would never have an all-powerful King.
That system of checks and halances is
Dheing pushed Lo a dahgerous limit here
today. but it will prevail,

Here ave jusl some of the claims Don-
ald Trump and his lsgal team have
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made and that our colleagues lend cre-
dence Lo today: that Venezuela. Cuba.
and China rigred our country’s voting
machines in favor of Joe Biden: that
dead people voted in Lhis eleclion and
they only voted for Joe Biden: and that
poll watchers amd election observers—
who rizsked Lheir lives during this pan-
demic Lo uphold the integrity of our
elections—stulfed ballot hoxes with
Riden votes and shredded Trump voles,
Neot one—lel me repeat—mot one of
Lhese things is true. There ig no evi-
dence to back up these ridiculous
claims,

Many of these absurd claims from
Donald Trump and his legal leam are
nothing more than conspiracy lheories
cirvulating online. This misinforma-
tion and dangerous rheloric from the
President and his allies, including calls
for violence. have polluted our dis-
course and imperiled onr peaceful tran-
sition of power. And when our col-
leagues show indifference or outright
support for tlhese unsubstantiated
claims and conspiracy theories. they
lead our nation and owr Constitution
down a dangerous path. We all swore
an oath to support and defend our Con-
stitution—not our political party. and
certainly not any individual candidate,

Colleagues. for Lhe safety of cur citi-
zens and our Republic, we must lead by
example and twm Lhe tlemperature
down. It was a hard-fought campaign,
hut the campaign is over. the voles
have been counted. the count has heen
certified in all 50 Stales, and in 2
weeks, on January 20th. Joe Biden and
KaMALA HARRIS will be sworn-in as
President and Vice-President of the
United States.

We have serious and urgent chal-
lenges that will require working with
our new President and Vice Presldent
and with one another. including mak-
ing sure hundreds of millions of Ameri-
cans can be vaccinated. geliing our
kids back to school, and gelling their
parents back Lo work. jusl 1o name a
few,

1t is time Lo stop trying to overturn
the will of the people and gel back Lo
working on their behalf.

President Lincoln observed at the
end of the Gellyshurg Address that
ours is a “government of the people. by
the people. and for Lhe people.”” Even in
the midst of & Civil War, President Lin-
coln pul his unwavering faitl in “'the
people” Lo charl our Nalion's course.
We would be wise Lo remember Lin-
coln’s words in this moment. We are
not & governmenl of Trump, by Trump,
and for Trump. We are a government of
the people, hy the people, and for the
people. And Lhe people have spoken.
Our only job today is Lo listen Lo them.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President. not lik-
ing whom the volers choose Lo vole for
in an election does not mean it is a
fraudulent election. Enabling such talk
and actively working Lo disseminale
false informalion that cripples our gov-
ernment is in itself a frand committed
against the Amerfcan people and our
Constitlution.
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This past November, the American
people voled in Lhe highest numbers we
have seen in our Naticn's history. More
than 155 million Americans cast a bal-
lot in what was a free and fair electlion.

A clear majority wvoted for former
Vice President Joe Biden over Presi-
dent Donald Trump. This was not Lhe
closest election in our Nation's history

hy a long shot. President-Elecl Joe
Biden won by more Lthan 7 million
voles. He and Vice President-Elect

KamaLa Harris won 306 elecloral
voles. Donald Trump and Mike Pence
received 232 electoral votes.

Given the tremendous impact Lhe
COVID-19 pandemic has had on our
country, evervone should be over-
whelmed thal Americans Lurned out in
such strong numbers for this election.
People sheould not have to choose be-
tween casting their ballot and pro-
tecting Lheir own health and Lheir fam-
ily's health. The pandemic wireaked
havoc in so many of our lives for much
of last vear, which is why our election
officials in most States responded by
taking special measures and pre-
caulions to protect the right to vole
while safeguarding the health and well-
Deing of volers and eleclion judges
alike,

Eleclion security officials. Federal
and those in all 50 States and Lhe Dis-
lricl of Columbia—Democrats. Repub-
licans, and Independents—have all cer-
tified thal we held a free and fair elec-
tion despite Lhese extraordinaty cir-
cumslances. The Departiment of Home-
land Security. DHS. stated that the
November 3 election was "the most se-
cure in American history' and that
“there is no evidence that any voting
system deleted or losl voles. changed
votes. or was in anyv  way com-
promised."

President Trump responded how we
would expect a would-be autocrat to re-
spond. by firing the head of the DHS
agency overseeing eleclion security.
pursuing baseless and groundless law-
suits, and promoling wild conspiracy
theories about a rigged election. These
lawsuits repeatedly have Dbeen dis-
missed as frivolous by both State and
Federal judges appointed by hoth Re-
publican and Democratic Chief Execu-
tives,

There is simply no evidence of wide-
spread voter fraud c¢laims in Lhis elec-
tion that can credibly affect the out-
come of the election. which even
former U.S. Attorney General William
Barr—speaking on Dehall of the De-
partment of Justice—acknowledged. In
December. the electoral colleze mel to
certify the results, and all of the
States and Lhe District of Columbia
have now regularly teporled their re-
sults Lo Congress, pursuant to the 12th
Amendment {o Lhe Constitution,

In Pennsylvania, a panel of Lhe Third
Circuit Court of Appeals unanimously
rejected  President Tirump's lawsuil
making claims thal a State courl had
already dismissed. Stephanos Bibas—a
judge whom Presidenl Trump ap-
pointed—wrole. “Free. fair elections
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are {he lifeblood of our democeracy.
Charges of unfailmess are serious. But
calling an election unfair does not
make it so. Charges require specific al-
legations and then proof. We have nei-
LIier here.”

On Monday. January 4. in the U.S.
District Court for Lhe District of Co-
lumbia. James Boasherg—whom George
W, Bush originally appointed to Lhe
bench—dismissed yel another frivolous
lawsuit seeking Lo stop Congress from
certifying President President-Elect
Joe Biden's viclory when it meels in
joint session Lo Lally Lhe electoral col-
lewe voles on Wednesday .

In a 7-page opinion. Judge Boashery
noted that Lhe plaintiffs had filed in
the wrong courl; did not have standing
to sue: and had made no effort to serve
defendants with Lhe suit. a legal re-
quirement, He indicated that he was
contemplating referring (he case to Lthe
Court's Commitlee on Grievances "for
potential discipline of Plaintiffs’ coun-
sel.”” More importanlly. he wrole, “Lhe
suil rests on a fundamental and obvi-
ous misreading of (he Constitution.™
He concluded, I would he risible were
its target nol so grave: the under-
mining of a democratic election for
President of the United Slates,”

After being shul down again and
again by the courts and State eleclion
officials—tihe people who run the elec-
lions—President Trump has continued
his sordid campaign Lo undermine the
rule of law in our Nation. He coutinues
1o fan the flames of division in our Na-
tion, including encouraging fringe ele-
ments seeking to declare martial law
o1 have the military intervene to over-
Lurn the eleclion results. This dema-
goguery lad all 10 former Secretaries of
Defense who are slill living—Repub-
licans and Democrats alike—to warn
against any attempt to involve the
military in pursuing claims of election
fraud, arguing that it would take the
United States inlo “‘daygerous, unlaw-
ful and unconstitutional territory.”

President Trump and his enablers’
ceaseless provocalions call inlo ques-
lion whelher we can have a peaceful
and orderly {ransition of powelr in the
United States. This concern s notl Lhe-
oretical. as we saw today. as a lawless
mob encouraged by the President tem-
porarily took control of our sacred
Capitol.

President Trump's recenl phone call
Lo pressure Lhe Georgia secretary of
stale to find” the votes he needs to
win Lhe State is his latest failure to
take care that the laws be faithfully
executed.

Historvically. American Presidenls
have understood that America is a de-
mocracy and nol an antocracy or a cult
of personality. I {ind il unfathomalle
that we even need Lo say Lhal oul loud.

Elevted legislators cannol. in good
conscience, allow President Trump Lo
continue 1o avl like a dictator by try-
ing 10 undermine valid eleclion results
and trash and bhurn our Republic on his
way out of office,

If a foreign leader acled in such a
Dlatant way Lo overturn legitimate
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wleclion results, the full U.S. Conuress
would foreefully condemn such aulo-
cratic and undemocratic moves.

My vongressional colleagues who are
ohjecting 1o the elecltoral college re-
sults without any evidence or legal
Dbasis must  stop coddling  President
Trump's insatiable ego. They must re-
member their oath is to the Constitu-
Lion and nol the President.

Sixty wyears ago, John ¥, Kenpedy
warned (hat people who foolishly seek
power by riding the back of ihe Liger
ultimately end up inside its belly. Peo-
ple should heed that advice, It is time

1o put counlry Dbefore personal
ambilion.
Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President. the

American pecple should have full faith
in our election system. which is why T
led Lhe passage of voter ID legislalion
in North Carolina and why [ supported
President Trump's right to call for re-
countls and bring challenges to Llhe
courts. I share the concerns of many
Americans regarding the lack of secu-
rity of widespread mail-in voling and
the partisan actions of activist Demo-
cratic lawyers who succeeded in mak-
ing guestionable changes Lo Lhe voling
process while Americans were already
casting their ballots, Even if it wasn’t
enough to change the outcome of the
election, irregularities and fraud are
never acceplable. and Lhey should be
investigated and prosecuted when ap-
propriate.

The Framers of owr Constitulion
made il clear that the power to certify
elections is reserved Lo Lhe Slates, nol
Congress. Refusing to certify State
election resulls has no viable path to
success. and, most importantly, it
lends legitimacy to the left’s stated
policy objective of completely federal-
izing elections and eliminaling the
elecloral college. Congress should not
overstep its constitutional authority
by overturning the results of States
and the will of American volers, espe-
cially alsent legitimale requests from
States [or Congress Lo intervene.

It is a precedent we should nol sel.
and NANCY PELOSL and CHUCK SCHUMER
should nol have the power to set aside
electors after the 2024 election and
overrule Federal courts and the Con-
stitution as they see fil.

I was proud Lo support President
Trump's agenda and campaign with
him, and 1 am deeply disappoinled lie
was not reelected despite his success in
creating jobs, cubting Laxes. securing a
conservative judiciary, reforming the
VA, and rebuilding our military, Al-
though 1 certainly wish the resulls
were different. Congress cannot change
them wilhout inflicting irreparable
damage 10 our constitulional Republic.
1 will nol oppose the certification of
the electoral college voles, and I will
not embolden politicians in the fulure
to appoint our Presidenls Instead of
having the American people duly elect
Lhem.

Mr. KELLY. Mr, President. In Amer-
iva, we have fair elections and peacelul
transitions of power. In America, de-
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mocracy prevails over chaos. And in
America. those who commil violent
acts against our govermment are held
accountable, These are the values Lhat
1 served Lo defend in the U.S. Navy and
Ihat I have sworn an oath to uphold in
Lhe Senate. and lhey have nol fatled
us.
Our democracy was lLested today—
first, hy a baseless objeclion lo Arizo-
na's electoral voles. despile the facl
1hat Arizona’s elections were fairly ad-
ministered and certified by a Repub-
lican Governcr. a Democratic Sec-
retary of state. and public servanls ot
every level of government and rep-
resenting both political parties: and
ithen again when individuals., spurred
on by the President, stormed the Cap-
itol in an unpatriotic attempl Lo cver-
turn our election, They will fail, To-
night we will count Arizona's electoral
votes and those of every olher State.

For centuries. our democracy has
Lhrived hecause after elections we have
come Logether Lo find common ground
and solve our challenges, and thatl is
the work we hegin tonight. My focus
will continue Lo be on representing Ari-
zonans by working witli Republicans
and Democrats and the incoming ad-
ministration to beat this virus and re-
build our economy.

Mrs, LUMMIS. Mr. President. it is
the privilege of a lifelime Lo represent
the people of Wyoming in this greal de-
liberative body. I genuinelyv look for-
ward to joining each of you to make a
difference for the American people and
10 uphold my solemn oath Lo support
and defend the ConsLitution.

Lel me Dbe clear. An atiack on our
Capitol is an attack on our Conslitu-
tion and democracy ilself, 1 strongly
condemn the violence thal occurred
today., which did more Lo thwart the
democralic provess Lhan to protect it.
Today, many Membets ol Lhe Senale
were Llrying to peacefolly use our
democralic process Lo ehsure each and
every American’s vote counts. In Lhe
besl tradition of the U.S. Senale. we
will fulfill our constitulional dutly and
complete Lhe elecloral count tonight.

In 1833, Senator Daniel Webster said
that ‘"duty binds . . . the conscience of
the individual member” in counting
the votes for President and Vice Presi-
dent. Each of us has a solemn duly Lo
ensure that the slate of Presidential
electors we certify is beyond reproach.
respecting the people’s voice and up-
holding the Constitution.

Congress will not overturn the peo-
ple's voice. A president will be inaugu-
rated on January 20. Congress cannot
and shall not diclate the results of a
Presidential election Lo our Statles.
That would be the death of our Repub-
lic,

In the coming months. Congress
must take a fresh look at troubling
concerns from the election that simply
dont add up. After the 2000 Presi-
dential election. millions of volers in
Florida felt disenfranchised. and now 7
million Americans deserve the assur-
ance and the dignity that their votes
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count the same as every olher Amer-
ican. We owe ow first duty to the
American  people,  following proce-

dures—1like the Electoral Count Acl-
used for nearly 150 vears.

It is my fervent hope that cur Stale
legislatures will consider meaningful
election reform to ensure that our elec-
tion laws are applied uniformly. Lo en-
sure the technology we use is accurate
and secure, and. most importantly. to
ensure that all Americans treasure our
precious right to vote and [eel Lheir
voices are heard. Slales are al Lthe very
center of elections in our country and
will remain so.

Manv ask why Congress should e in-
volved in election matters that have
been considered by the courls, Some
argue Lhal Congress role in certifying
our Presidenlial elections is merely
ministerial. Under our constitutional
separation of powers, il is Loo often
lorgotlen that Congress has the right
and duly Lo interpretl the Constitution.
especially on matlers which by the
Constitution have been delegaled to
Congress, like the ¢lecloral count. Con-
aress interpreted the Twelflh Amend-
ment in passing the Eleclcral Count
Act in 1887 and continues Lo breathe
new life into these provisions by ils ac-
lions Loday. Our Founders underslood
Congress would play a key role in de-
bhaling constitulional issues as a co-
equal Lranch of government. Thomas
Jefferson commented in an 1819 lelter
that each of the three departments [of
government] has equally the right to
decide for itself what is its duly under
the Constitution.™

1 remain deeply concerned lhat Lhe
electoral voles of the Commonweallh
of Pennsylvania were not “‘regularly
given under Pennsylvania law. as re-
quired by the Electoral Count Act. Se-
rious concerns have been raised aboul
Lthe constitutionalily of Pennsylvania's
vole-hy-mail statule. Also. Pennsyl-
vania election law may have been ap-
plied unevenly by Stale officials, in-
cluding sighature verification and
voler identification requirements.

In 2005. Senator Barhara Boxer and
the late Representative Slephanie
Tubbs Jones objected to the slale of
elecltors from Ohio. They righlfully
drew altention to the fact that many
African-Americans and olher commu-
nities suffered disproportionate wail
Limes at the polls. broken voting ma-
chines, and high ballot rejection rates.
Raising this ohjection led Lo some of
Lhese issues being remedied and more
Americans having the precious oppor-
Ltunity to vole. That is a legacy our
Senatle and every American should
value today,

Thank you.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader,

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr, President, 1
vield 5 minules Lo the Senator from
Soulh Carolina, Senator GRAHAM.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from South Carolina,

My, GRAHAM. Many times. my State
has heen the problem. I love it. That is
where I wanl Lo die but no time soon.,
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Tim and I have a good relationship. T
love TIM SCOTT. In 1876, Soulh Caro-
lina. Louisiana. and Florida sent (wo
slates of eleclors—they had two Gov-
ernors, by the way—and we didn’t
know what to de. Why did South Caro-
lina, Florida, and Louiziana de 117 To
hold the country hostage to end Recon-
struction. It worked.

The Commission was 8 to 7. It did
work. Nobhody accepled it. The way il
ended is when Hayes did a deal with
lhese three Slales: You give me the
electors, 1 will kick the Union Army
out, The rest is history. It led to Jim
Crow. If you are looking for hislorical
zuidance. Lhis is not the one Lo pick.

If vou are looking for & way 1o con-
vince people there was no fraud. having
a commission chosen by NANCY PRLOST,
MITCH MCCONXELL, and John Roberts is
not going Lo get you Lo where you wanlt
Lo go. 1l ain’t gonna work. So il is nol
going to do any good. IL i& going to
delay. and it gives credibility to a dark
chapter of our history. Thal is why I
am not with you. but I will fizht to my
death for vou. You are abhle to object.
You are nol doing anything wrong.
Other people have objected. I just
think il is a uniquely bad idea Lo delay
this election.

Trump and 1 have had a hell of a
journey. I hate it being this way. Oh.
my God. I hate it. From my poinl of
view. he has hean a consequential
President. Bul today. the first thing
vou will see, all I can say is. counl me
out. knough is enough. I tried to be
helpful. But when the Wisconsin su-
preme court ruled 4 to 3 Lhal they
didn’t violale the Constitution of Wis-
consin, I agreed with the Lhree. but I
accept the four. If Al Gore can acceptl
10 4 he is not Presidenl. I can accepl
Wisconsin 4 to 3.

Pennsylvania wenl to the Second Cir-
cuit, So much for all the judges heing
in Trump's pockel. They said: No. you
are wrong. I accepl lhe Pennsylvania
Second Circuil that Trump's lawsuit
wasn't right.

Georgia. they said the secretary of
stale Look the law in his own lLands,
and he changed the eleclion laws un-
lawfully. A Federal judge zaid no. I ac-
cept the Federal judge. even though I
don’t agree wilh iL.

Fraud. They say there is 66,000 people
in Georgia under 18 voling. How many
people believe that? I asked: Give me
10. 1 haven't had one. They said 8.000
felons in prison in Arizona voted. Give
me 10. I haven't gollen one,

Does that say there are problems in
every election® I den't buy this.
Enough is enpugh. We got. to end it,

Vice President PENCE, whal they are
asking you Lo do, you won't do hecause
vou can’t.

Talk aboul inleresting times. I asso-
viale myself with Raxp PavL. How
many Llimes will you hear that? The
moly has done something hobody else
could do Lo gel me and Rand 1o avree,
Rand is right. If vou are a consery-
ative. Lhis is the maost offensive con-
cept in the world Lhal a single person
conld diseniranchise 156 million people.

S31

1Tihe President of the Senate hall. in the
presence ol the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentativex. open all certilivates and the
voles shall then be counted:-The person hav-
ing the gyeatext nuwmber of voles [or Prest-
dent shall e President

Where in there does it say 1hat Mike
can say. T don’l like the resulls: 1
want 1o send them bhack to Lhe Stales:
1 helieve Lhere was fraud™?

To the conservalives who helieve in
the Constitulion., now is your chance
10 sland up and he counted,

Originalismi, counl me in. 11 means
whal it says.
S0 Mike—Mr. Viece Presidenl, just

hang in Lhere. They said: We can count
on Mike. Al of us can counl on the
Vice President. You are going Lo do the
right thing. You are going to o the
constitutional thing. You have a son
who flies F-358, You have gol a son-in-
law flying F-18:. They are oul there
flying so we can gel it right here

There ale people dving. to my wood
Iriend from Illinois, lo make sure we
lhave a chance to argue among our-
selves. and when it is over. it is over. IL
is over.

The [(inal thing. Joe Biden. 1 have
traveled the world with Joe. I hoped he
lost., I praved he would lose. He won.
He is the legitimale President of the
United States. 1 cannot convince pec-
ple. certain groups. hy my words. bul T
will tell you by my actions thal mayhe
1. above all olhers in this body. need to
say this. Joe Biden and KaAMALA HARRIS
are lawfully elected and will become
the President and the Vice President of
the United States on January the 20ih.

(Applause. Senators rising.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader,

Mr, MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
vield hack the balance of our time.

VOTE 0N GBIJRCTION TO COUNTING OF ARIZONA

ELECTORAL VOTES

The VICE PRESIDENT. All Lime has
expired.

The question iz, Shall the objection
submitted by the gentleman from Ari-
zona, My, GOSAR. and the Senatoy firom
Texas. Mr. CRUZ. and otlhers be sus-
lained?

Mr., McCONNELL. Mr.
ask for the yeas and nays.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Iz there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

The result was announced—yeas 6.
nays 93. as follows:

[Rolleall Vote No, 1 Leg.j

President. 1

YEAS 6
Cruz Hyde-Bmith Marshall
Hawliy Kenpedy Tubervalle

NAYS 93
Baldwin Brown (pons
Hariasso Ban toravn
Retniet Cantwell Corter Muxto
Blackbnn Capitn Cution
Blunienthal Canzlin Crapie;
Tlunt 3 €1 e
Hooker Dhaine-
aagman Brackwarth
Biany bragtan
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Einst Lovtfle St
Feanstein Taran Sehatz

B 8] Lunms Schnme
Giltitrand Mauelin Suott 1Pl
Giraha Aarkey HBeotl (B30
Grasslev MoConnell Shiheen
Hauerty Aenender Rlielliy
Huris AMeiKTen Sinema
Hus~al Moran smith
Heinprel Muwrkowsk: Stabwiuw
Hickenloupeor Murph Sullivay
Hiron: Muwiran Trstet
Hurven Tl Thuns
inhote Poters Tills
Jahuson Poriman Toumey
Kaine Reed Van Hollen
Kelly Rizei Warne:
King Rumne: Warren
Klobuvhar Rosen Whitchotse
Lankimd Rounds Wi ke
Leany Lubio Widen
Lee Handels Youn:

The VICE PRESIDENT. On Lhis vole.
Lhe year are 6. Lhe nays are 83.

The ohjection is nol sustained.

The Secretalry will notify the House
of the action of the Senate. informing
1hat body that the Senale is now ready
Lo proceed to joint session for {urther

counting of the electoral vote for
President and Vice President.

The majority leader,

Mr. MCCONNELL. So. colleagues,

here is where we are. We have a few
more speakers now as we wait for the
House Lo finlsh thefr debale and vote.
We expect Lhe House (o finish voling
on Arizona between 11:30 and midnight,

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President. 1
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ale he in a period of moining business.
with the following Senators permitted
1o speak therein for up to 5 minutes
each: Senalor TOOMBEY. Senator RUBIO.
and Senalor COLLINS.

Mr. SCHUMER, And on our side. Sen-
alors WYDEN, HIROXO, and COONS.

The PRESIDING OQFFICER (Mr.
BoozMaN). Wilhout objection. il is so
ordered,

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
alor from Pennsylvania.

———————
OBJECTION TO COQUNTING OF
PENNSYLVANIA ELECTORAL

VOTES

Mr, TOOMEY. Mr. Presidenl. I appre-
viale Lhe Indulgence of my colleagues
allowing Ine Lo speak lwice today. But
my understanding is thal later this
evening. ohjectors will object to the
certification of Pennsylvania's elec-
toral votes hecause Lhey disapprove of
the process that my State used in the
last election So in light of my expac-
lation of this objection. I rise Lo defend
the right of my cilizens, my constitu-
ents, Lo vole in the Presidential elec-
tion.

Let's be clear. Thal is exaclly whal
this objeclion is aboul. It is what il
would da. It would overturn the resulls
of the Presidenlial eleclion in Pennsyl-
vania. amd il would Lhereby deny Penn-
svivania’s volers Llhe opporiunilty Lo
even parlicipate in the Presidential
election.

Even if Congress did have (he con-
=litutional responsibility to judge the
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worthiness of a Btate’s eleciion proo-
ess, which {1 does not. rejecting Penn-
svlvania‘s elecloral votes would still be
wildly out of proportion to Lthe pur-
ported offenses and very damaging to
oul Republic.

Let me go Lhrough a Tew [acls aboul
Pennsylvania.

First. some of the ohjectors and. in
fact. even the President of Lthe United
Statles this morning have observed that
the Pennsylvania Supreme Court dis-
regarded existing law when il rualed
that mail-in ballots could be counted
even if Lthey arrived up Lo 3 days after
eleclion day.

Now, Llhe objectors are right aboul
that. In my view. the Supreme Court of
the United States should overturn thal
illegal decision, But only 10.097 ballots
arrived in Pennsylvania during the 3
days after the election, and those 10.087
ballots have Dbeen exclhuded from the
vote count that resulted in President-
Elect Biden winning Pennsylvania by
aboul 80.000 voles, What greater rem-
edy could the objectors possihly wanl
than the complete exclusion of Lhe
late-arriving ballols? How could we
possibly invalidate the entire Pennsyl-
vania election over 10,000 voley thal
were nol even included in the vole
count?

A second charge we heard—and Lhe
Senator from Missouri alluded to il
Lhis evening—is that a 2019 Pennsyl-
vania law that allows mail-in ballots
for any reason—that that might vio-
late the Pennsylvania Constitution.
First of all. as Senator CASEY ohserved,
Lhis was a bipartisan law passed with
nearly unanimous Republican support.
Clearly. the Stale legislators and the
Governor Ielieve it is consistent with
the Penngylvania Constilution.

Secondly. this law was nol chal-
lenged when it was passed. It wasn'L
challenged when it was applied during
the June primary election. It was chal-
lenged only after President Trump losl
Lthe general electicn. But 2.6 million
Pennsylvanians voted by mail-in ballolL
in the general election. Over 37 percenl
of Pennsylvania volers. in good faith.
relied on a law to cast their voles. as
they had done previously, Now. I un-
derstand you can make a Lheoretical
argument about whether this is con-
sistent with Pennsylvania's Conslitu-
tion. and that needs to be resolved for
future elections. But because of lhis
constitutional guestion thal sonie peo-
ple have. Lthe objectlors wanl Lo prevent
Pennsylvania voters from participating
in the Presidential election enlirely.
That would be an outrageous remedy
Lo this purported offense.

A third charge we have heard iz Lhal
Pennsylvania officials did not properly
implement. Pennsylvania election law
in a variety of other ways. But the
Trump campaign has shown Lthal many
of lhese issues have—well, firsl of all.
none of these issues would have
changed the election outcome. hut
more importantly. the campaign had
many opportunities. of whicl it availed
itsell. 1o litigate Lhese issues, Thev did
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time and again. and they lost repeal-
edly, often in uwnanimous. bipartisan
decisions,

Some of Lhe objectors also cite
Congress’s own failure Lo investigate
allepations of election irregularities,
and that is their justificalion for refus-
Ine Lo certify the election results, But
Lthe allegations of election irregular-
ities and fraud have heen investizated,
They have been adjudicated, They were
adjudicated in the States in which they
were alleged to have occurred.

In Pennsylvania. the Trum) cam-
paign took Lheir caze of election irreg-
ularities into the courtroom ol Judee
Mntthew Brann of the Federal district
court. Judge Brann is a conservalive
Republican Federalist Society member.
Here is whal hie said about the Trump
campaign case:

This court lhas been  presented  with
strained legal avguments without merit and
speculative acensations . . . unsupported hy
ovidence, In the Uniled States of America.
this cannot justify the disenfranchisement of
a single voler. let alone all [the] voters of
the sixth most populated state,

S0 Lhe campaign then appealed Judge
Brann's decision to the Third Circuit.
and they drew a three-judge panel. all
Republican-appeointed judges. one ap-
pointed by President Trunip. The panel
concurred with Judge Brann.

Certainly there were irregularities in
this election—Lhers always are—bul
there is no evidence of significanl
fraud. conspiracies. or even significant
anomalies Lthat cast any serious douht
on who actually won Lhe eleclion.

You know, one of Lhe ways you can
tell is Lo look at the big picture in
Pennsylvania. Look at what happened.
In 2016, President Trump won Pennsyl-
vania by eight-tenihs of 1 percent. In
2020. he lost Pennsylvania by a little
over 1 percent. Is there anything at all
that is implausible or surprising aboul
a 2-percent change in the election out-
come?

Relalive to 2016, in Pennsylvania the
President lost a little ground in most
ot the rural counties he had carried. He
losl a lot of ground in the big suburban
counties, and he slightly narrowed his
large loss in Philadelphia, There are no
surprises here. This reflecls a patiern
Lhat occurred all across the country.

My colleagues. as 1 have said. il is
not owr responsibility tec sit in judg-
ment of State election procedures in
lhe firs{ place, but if it were. Lhere
would not be nearly sufficient reason
Lo deny my constituents their right to
participate in Llhis Presidential elec-
Lion.

Joe Biden won lhe election. That is
not whal I had hoped for, hul Lhat is
whal happened. It was an honest vic-
Lory with Lhe usual minor irregular-
ities thal occur in most elections.

We witnessed loday the damage that
can result when men in power and re-
sponsibility refuse 1o acknowledge the
lruth. We saw bloodshed hecause lhe
demazogue chose 10 spread [alsehoods
and sow distrust of his own [ellow
Americans, Let’s not abel such decep-
tion. Let's reject this motion.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Sen-
alor from Oregon,

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President. with just
a few minutes to speak. I am going to
geol right to the point,

Gunfire in Lthe halls here. IEDs on the
Capitol yrounds—I will say Lo my vol-
Jeagues, with the domestic terrorists
roaming the halls just a few hours ago,
I have been stunned that this debate is
actually going forward. and that is he-
vause. colleagues, Lhis is a fake debate
on elecloral cerlifications: Lthal is be-
cause il lends credibility Lo Lthe bogus
idea. that Lhe Congress can actually
toss oul the resulls of Lhe eleclion.
and. as we saw Loday. it serves Lo fuel
insurrectlion.

Conlrary to what some of lmy ayve’
voting colleazues believe by votes cast
jusl a few minutes ago, Lhis debate has
never heen about setling up some kind
of routine election trihunal. This isn't
about election securily. If the Republic
majority for the last 2 years had aclu~
ally been interested in election secu-
rily, they would not have worked re-
lentlessly Lo block my legislation Lo
secure our 2020 elections with hand-
marked paper ballots and post-election
security audits,

By the way. those are the kinds of
approaches that are part of the Oregon
system. where for 25 vears we voted by
mail. T am the Nation's first mail-in
U.S. Senator. The second—and I see my
colleagues from Maine and Alaska here
because they are very fond of him. like
I am—Gordon Smith, a Repuhlican,
was the second mail-in U.S. SBenalor in
our counlry. That is hecause we do the
job right. It is efficient.

Our late-Republican secretary of
stple. Dennis Richardson. actually told
President Trump there was noe evidence
of fraud.

S0 if Republicans had heen interested
over the last 2 years in actually work-
ing with me and colleagues on hoth
sides of the aisle and secretaries of
state, we could have had an approach
that would have empowered the Oregon
idea Lo go national Instead, we are
now debating tonight the idea of—a
discussion grounded in total fiction.
brewed in cauldrons of conspiracies on-
line. These, colleagues. are fever
dreams—{fever dreams laundered by
people with election vertificates and
real power, And I will Lell you. it has
heen painful Lo walch colleagues sidle
up Lo some of those conspiracies that
would inflict so0 much damage on the
American experiment,

Colleagues. I am going to close with
one last point. We saw Loday an effort
hy domeslic Lerrorists Lo try 1o punch
our democracy to Lhe ground. to the
ropes. I am going to close by simply
saying something Lhal hadn't been said
tonight. and that is that Donald Trump
can do enormous damage Lo our coun-
try in the next 2 weeks. In the next 2
weeks, colleagues, Donald Trump can
do enormous damage to our wonderful
country.

This alternoon—I don't know if my
colleayies saw it —-the National Asso-
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ciation of Manhulacturers—an organiza-
tion withh thousands of businesses.
thousands of companies, and not ex-
actly a leftwing oulfii—they called for
moving forward with the 25th Amend-
ment, That was all over the news al-
ready this afternoon. colleagues. The
Nalional Association of Manufacturers,
Thalt is what we are seeing in our coun-
Ly with respect to Lthe fear of Ameri-
cans. having walched what happened
here.

I am just going to close by way of
saying that I believe that for the next
2 weeks, we have an enormous respon-
s1bility 1o watchdog Donald Trump day
in and day oul. to do everything pos-
sible to prevent the kinds of abuses
Lhat we saw loday. where an Amerlcan
lost her life, and we saw the fear
amoeng our citizens al what wenl on.
Lel’s do everything we can as leaders.
Demoerals and Republicans, Lo make
sure thal in the next 2 weeks, Donald
Trump's abuses are checked and we do
evervihing we can Lo protecl this won-
derful Nation of ours,

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Sen-
ator {rom Florida is recognized.

Mr. RUBIO, Mr. President. over Lhe
last weeks and days leading up to this
vole here teday. 1 have heard from a
lot of people aboul this vote. and 1
guess | want to address it as much to
them as anybody else. These are people
1 know. These are friends. These are
neighbors. These are longtime sup-
porters. generallv people on my side of
the political aisle,

And they are upsel. They are upset.
They look at Lthe media. and the media.
they censovred slories thal might have
been negalive toward Joe Biden or
were negalive Loward Joe Biden. and
social media companies helpsd them
out. And they saw how some States
linkered with and even mutilated
State election laws, and Lhey have
doubts that the election was leglli-
male.

Il gives this country this extraor-
dinary crisis of confidence, which is
very dangerous because democracy is
very fragile, and it is not held together
by elections. Democracy is held to-
wether by people's confidence in the
election and their willingness to abide
by its resulls.

So the notion was we heed to de
something: we need to fight, Several of
my colleagues have adopted the idea—
and I respect itl—that they are going to
object.

Now, listen. it is important 1o under-
stand something., Even the people ob-
jecting in the Senate recognize that it
i3 not going Lo pass. It is nol going to
change the oulvome, hut it is going Lo
send a message. and il is going L0 make
a point.

The problem is 1 think il is a terrible
idea al this moment. Just hours ago. a
voung lady died in Lhis Capitel. That
means somebody. somewhere in this
counlry, gol a phone call that Lheir
daughler was dead, Their daughtler was
going (¢ a political rally: she is dead-
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died in this Capitol. somewheve not far
from where we are standing,

We had police officers—the men and
women we walk by every single day.
who guard the doors and we say hello
to—oul there with riot gear getting
spit on and attacked todav—not 10
weeks ago: just a few hours ago. 1
think it is important to think about all
those things on a nighl like Lonighlt
with everything that has happened.

I wouldn't even he here todav—I
doubtl very much whether I would have
even been interested in politics—had it
not heen {for my grandfather. He died
when 1 was 14. bul I grew up at his
knee. He would sit on Lhe porch and
would smoke Lhree cigars a day, and he
loved history.

He was born in 1899 in rural Cuba. It
was slill governed hy Lhe United
States, Il was a prolectorate. Three
vears laler. it gained ils independence
and became a republic.

During my  grandfalher’s [irst 60
years of life. he saw his country have
an armed inswrection after a con-
Lesied election. multiple Presidenis go
into exile. two military coups. and Lhe
rise of a Marxist dictator—a tvranny
that stands to Lhis day.

My entire life—my entire life I have
lived with and next Lo people who came
Lo America because Lhelr counlry was
chaolic and their counlry was unsafe.
Whalt I saw today—what we have seen—
looks more like those countries than
the extraordinary Nation that I am
privileged to c¢all home, and 1 think
about the mockery that it makes of
our country.

A lol of people say: Oh, well, China.
China. Lel me jusl say something. In
all modesty. no one here has worked
harder on Lhe issue of China. They hate
my guls. I am sanctioned—I don't
kuow what they are sanctioning—dou-
ble sanctioned. and I can't travel there.
1 wasn't planning to anyway.

China is laughing. They are loving
this tonight. In Beljing they are high-
fiving because they point to this and
they say: This is proof the futlure he-
longs to China. America is in decline.

Vladimir Putin—there is nothing
Vladimir Putin could have come up
with better than what happened here.
It makes us look like we are in total
chaos and collapse—not. to mention the
Ayatollah. who is probably brageging. if
he has uddies. to his buddies: Look
whal is happening Lo the Greal Salan,

I think politics has made us crazy.
Everybody in Lhis country has lost
their minds on politics. and we have
forgotien Lthal America is notl a govern-
ment, America is nolt a President.
America is not a Congress,

Lel me tell you whal America is.
America is your family. America is
vour faith. America is your commu-
nity. That is America. Thal is whal our
aflversaries don’t understand, and Lhat
is what we need Lo remember. Thal is
how we are going Lo rebuild this coun-
try and turn the page and have a future
even brighter than our past.

So thal is why I feel =0 strongly
aboutl this and why 1 hope Lhose who
disagree with me will understand.
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I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Hawaii is recognized.

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President. il has
been hard. al times, 1o find the words
Lo describe Lhe full harm thal Donald
Trump has inflicted on our country. We
can spend hours dissecling how his
policies have made us less safe and less
healthy. but his Presidency has also
heen a profound moral failure.

Lel me Lell yvou a story. A few years
ago. a father from Hawaii joined me al
one of my lalk-slory sesgions in my of-
fice., and he asked me a question that
struck me hard at that time and has
sluck with me until today. He said:
How can I tell my son that lying is not
Ok when the Presidenl of the United
States lies every single day? I strug-
vled 1o answel his guestion then, and L
am nol swe T could offer an adeguate
ANKSWEr NOW,

Bul this conversalion remains a cleay
example of how we do not live in nor-
mal Limes. How is it normal as we and
the world walched in horror as an
angry mol stormed the U.8. Capital?
Blood was shed. People were hurt. Van-
dalism ccourred.

It iz nol normal when we have a
Presitdent who lies every single day.
And even in the face of this vandalism.
this mobh, he really doesn’t have much
Lo say excepl: 1 love you. You should
g0 home now.

It is nol normal when. in the middle
of a pandemic thal has claimed the
lives of over 350.000 Americans. which
is nearly the combined population of
the islands of Maui and the Big Island.
we have a Presidenl who only seems Lo
care aboul spreading conspiracies to
undermine confidence in our elections
and our democracy.

It Is nol normal when duly elecled
Senalors who Look an oath Lo uphold
Lhe Constitution pull a stunl Lo try and
nullify millions of votes in six Stales
s0 that Domald Trump can remain
President. I call this effort a stunt he-
cause it is doomed to fail.

We have a sirong bipartisan major-
jly. as noled in the vote that we just
took, in both Chambers of Congress
who rejectl this stunt, and courts have
ruledl against Trump and his allies in
more than 60 cases.

S0 whenever this farce ends. the re-
sult will be the same: Donald Trump
will have lost Lthe election, and Joe
Biden will become the 46th President of
the United Slates.

You can itell a lot aboul a person
from lhe way they handle defeat. The
way Donald Trump has handled defeal
says a lot aboul who he is. Walching so
many of our colleagues indulge the
President Lells us a lol about them Lloo.

We don't have to look back very far
in history to find examples of can-
(idates who losl Lough races hul dem-
onstraled their character in defeal.
Our colleague Senalor ROMKNEY gra-
ciously conceded his defeat to Presi-
dent Ohama in noting:

At a time like (his. we can’t risk partisan
blekering and political posturing, Ow lead
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el's bave (o reach across the aizsle 10 do the
people’s work. and we eitizens also have to
rl=e 1o the ocearion.

And in 2000, during an election wilh
subsltantial irregularities and purtisan
intervention from lthe Supreme Court.
Al Gore. nevertheless. put his country
Tirsl and he said;

Let therv be no doubt. while I strongly dis-
agres with the Court’s decision, I accept it.
.- And tonlghi. [or the sake of oul unity as
a people and (he strenglh of our democetacy.
1 offer my eoncesgion.

As I reflect on Lhe service of Lhese
distinguished public servants and Lhe
acts Lhey took Lo maintain our democ-
racy. 1 am also drawn Lo remarks
President Obama made 4 vears ago in
his farewell address Lo the Nation when

he warned that our democracy is
threatened whenever we take i1t for
granted,

It is a particularly sage warning as
we contend with the President of the
United States seeking Lo nullify a free
and fair election simply because he
losl. We have Lo sland up. speak oul.
and fight back because our democracy
itselfl is at stake.

American (democracy has endured
over these centuries in large part be-
cause our institutions serve as guard-
rails to keep us from going over the
cliff. As  eleclted officials. we can
strengthen these guardrails by listen-
ing to our own censeience in moments
of peril. by having whal our friend
John Lewis called 'an execulive ses-
sion with myself.””

Before making a hig decision, John
would say: Listen self, this is what you
must do; this is where you musl go.
Today. we can follow John's exambple.
listen Lo our conscience. stand up for
our Constitution, and do what is right.

I yield the {loor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maine is recognized.

Ms. COLLINS, Mr. Presidenl. lel me
begin my remarks Lonight by express-
ing my heartfelt gratitude 1o the mem-
bers of the law enforcement commu-
nity and the Nalional Guard whose
hard work and courage made it possible
for us Lo resume our deliberalions Lo-
night.

We return to this Chamber tonight
undeterred hy the violence we wit-
nessed and strengthened in our deler-
mination Lo fulfilli our constitutional
duty. The Constitution is the founda-
tion of our American democracy. and
the Constitution is what must guide
our ddecisions on the Presidential elec-
tion.

The process the Constitulion sels
forth for electing Presidents Lhrough
the electoral college is straight-
forward. The people vote, Electors are
chosen. The electors vote, Then Con-
gress counts the eleclors’ voles.

That final slep in the process is why
we have convened today. Counting Lhe
voles of the electors. a function thal
the 121h Amendment assigns to Con-
wress, is an administrative and largely
ceremonial acl. Qur job is simply to
count  the voles certified by each
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Slate - nolhing more. We should not
attemptl Lo usurp the roles of Lhe vol-
ers, the Slates. or Lhe elecltoral college,

The Amervican people have done their
job. turning oul i record numbers Lo
vole in the midst of a rightening pan-
demic. Indeed, as a percentage of the
voting-eligible population. the turnoul
was Lhe highest in 120 years. Similarly.
in the midst of this pandenuc. hun-
dreds of eleclion officials and volun-
Leers have done their job, staffing poll-
ing places and faithfully counting and
often recounting voles. The Stlales
have done their joh by certifying the
election resulls.

Now, I have heard the proponents ol
these objeclions raise questions about
whether Lhe various Slates conducted
Ltheir elections properly. When dispules
over elections arise. candidates are
able to appeal Lo our legal syslem. not
Congress, for recoutse,

In the 2 months since Lhe 2020 elec-
Lion, the President’s lawvers and allies
have had the opportunity Lo make
their arguments and challange election
resulls hefore the courts. Notably.
every one of nearly 60 lawsuits they
have brought forward have heen re-
Jected. In fact, the Supreme Court has
twice refused lo henr Lheir eleclion
challenges.

We must abide by these rulings. The
time has now come for Congress to do
its job. We should alfirm the certified
results of each State by counling Lhe
voles of their eleclors. Altering the re-
sults of Lthe elecloral ¢oliege would set
a Lterrible precedent in which the parly
in control of Congress could override
the will of Lhe volers and overrule our
courts to unilaterally choose the next
President. One Senator altempled such
4 maneuver after the election in 2004.
and the Senate overwhelmingly re-
jecled that effort. The Senate has dem-
onstraled by its vole Lonight that it
will follow that precedent and do so
again,

Today—Llonight. Mr. President. 1 will
continue to vole to reaifirm the foun-
dation of our democracy, Lthe Constitu-
tion of the United States, And I will re-
jecl these challenges Lo the elecloral
college.

Thank you, Mr. President.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon is recognized.

Mr, MERKLEY. Mr. President. I in-
vite all of my colleagues to casl your
eves upon Lhese Lhree hoxes sitting on
the table in front of Lhe dais. These
three hoxes contain the certified re-
sults from every Stale in our Union re-
garding how thal State voled. lhow
theirr electors have voted for the Presi-
dent of the United States of America.

You cast your eyves on lhese three
boxes. and you know tlhal there is
somelhing special. You see Lhat there
are straps on Lhem holding Lhe lop on
and straps around the side and Lhey are
engraved—beauliful handle, bheautiful
leather work. crafted in the cabinet
shop of our very Senale Lo =ay 1o Lhe
world Lhat their cargo is precious.

There are Lhree of these hoxes, The
third box is brand new. I was crafted
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Because so many  Hlater were  cele-
brating Lhis process Lhal they siarted
Lo use very large formns, very large en-
velopes. very large seals to pul those
hallots into and, thus. a third box was
needed. These hoxes contain the voice
of the American people weighing in. as
Lhey have election afler eleclion afler
election. They have been used—these
Lwo smaller hoxes—for the last 14 elec-
lions. They are Lransported Lhrough
Lthose doors Lo the House of Represent-
atives. where the Senate and House
galher to witness the opening of Lhe
envelopes to delermine who will be Lhe
President of Lhe United Stales, IL is
our constitutional responsibility Lo
wilness Lhe counting. That is whal the
Constitution calls for.

Tonight. when thiz Senate Chamher
was under attack by domestic terror-
ists, we were held here in this room.
doors locked Lo protect us with the
help of the Capilol Police. They did an
excellent job. And then Lthey escoried
ug Lo a safe room. That announcement
came quickly. And when thal an-
nouncement cane. our senior assistant
parliamentarian, Leigh Hildebrand, or-
ganized 1he Lleam Lo rescue Lhese hoxes
and keep them safe.

Thank you to her and {he entire
team lhal rescued the voice of Lhe
American people. Had Lthey nol done so.

then 1t1he hooligans outside. dis-
respecting the Consbitulion. would

have come in here and opened Lhese
hoxes and burned Lhe ballots, deslroy-
ing the voice of the peoplea symboli-
cally, I know no one in Lhis Chamber
wanted something like Lhat vo happen
hecause we are here Lo defend the Con-
stitution, to defend Lhe integrity of the
eleclion process, nol to allow il Lo be
deslroyverl.

Bul. colleagues. although we are 100
Senators—ar 95, aclually, now because
there are only 99 of us who are duly
glecled at the moment. We are 99 Sen-
ators uniled across party. defending
Lhese ballots from Lhe hooligans oul-
side.

There is more than one way these
ballots can be destroyed. and thal is
for this Chamber and the House Cham-
ber Lo vote that one of Lhose envelopes
represenbting the State will be shrad-
ded, will be burned. that Lhose voles
will he discounted.

We just held a vote on whether or not
the envelope conlaining the electoral
voles from Arizona should bhe buined.
We defended these ballots againsl Lhe
hooligans oulside. but there are those
in this Chamber supporting the (e-
struction of the voice of Lthe cilizens of
Arizona—six voled. And we are coming
back later tonight Lo vote on whether
to shred or burn the ballots for the peo-
ple of Pennsylvania.

We have Lo stand together 1o say ab-
solutely not. The constitutional 1e-
sponsibility is for us to defend Lhe
process, ot Lo proveed Lo destroy Lhese
ballots,

Now. in spite of all the Lroubling
things that have happened In this
Chamber this evening, something bheau-
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tiful happened. and thal is, we sal here
in this Chamber. all of us listening to
each other, 5~minute speeches. hearing
each other oul, diverse views. wrestling
with a complicated issue. IL is really
Lhe first time Lhal has happened in Lhe
12 vears I have gerved in the Senale,

We need to restore the provess of
stiuggling wilh America’s issues to-
gelher on the floor of the Senate, That
is the Senate 1 saw when 1 first came
here as an intern for my home Stale
Senatlor in 1976. That is the Senate that
1 saw when I worked for Congress in
the 1980s. Thal is the Senate thal has
disappeared.

There is a conversation going for-
ward between Democrats and Repub-
licans to restore the ability to hold de-
hute on the floor. Lo restore Lhe ability
Lo have amendments on the (loor so
Lhat we deliberate and wrestle wilh—in
a very public and transparent fashion—
Lhe hig issues.

So let's take this moment, when we
are rethinking how Lo restore Lhe Insti-
tutions of our government, to restore
and improve how this Senate operates
Lo deal with the issues ahead of us. s0
that this moment is a moment where
we come together rather than be di-
vided: where. in a bipartisan fashion.
we crafl a sirategy to resbore issues to
Lhe floor—hills and amendments—anid
debale and decisions before Lhe public.

Out of a dark momenl can shine a
Dright light. a renewal. and it is a mo-
ment much needed now—a moment
much needed in the executive Dhranch
as we, on the 20th of January. welcome
new leadership.

And it is a momentl much needed for
us Lo restore the Senate Lo be the de-
liherative hHody once renowned and re-
specisd around the world. Let's defend
these hallol boxes. holh from the hooli-
gans oulside and those who would vote
Lo deslroy Lhe ballots from any given
State. And lel us come together and re-
store the Senate and fight for the vi-
sion of our "we Lhe people’” Republic.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator frem Delaware is recognized.

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, “Free.
fair elections are the lifeblood of our
democracy. Charges on fairness are se-
rious.” I think we will all agree. "Bul
calling an election unfair does nol
make il so. Charges require specific al-
legations and then [they require] proof.
We have neither here.”

Those are not my words., Those are
the words of a judge on the U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit
rejecting President Trump's legal chal-
lenges to the Pennsylvania election, [
might add, a judge who was a longlime
member of the conservalive Federalist

Society and was nominated Lo Lhe
bench by none other than Donald
Trump.

The 2020 Presidential eleclion was
hard-fought—we will 411 agree. Bul the
American people spoke clearly. and
they spoke decisively: 81.2 million vat-
ers voled for Joe Biden—81.2: 74.2 miil-
Hon voled for Donald Trump: 51.3 per-
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cenl of the vote went for Joe Biden:
46.8 percent of the vole was for Donald
Trump; 806 electoral college voles {or
Joe Bilden: 232 elecloral college votes
for Donald Trump. Four vears earlier,
Donald Trump referred to thal kind of
oulcome as a “landslide™” for him. and
e losl the popular vole by 8 million
voles,

But accepting the outcome of the
election can be difficult when our po-
litical party doesn't win. We have all
felt Lhatl before. But calling an eleclion
unfair does not make it so. More than
60 Federal and Slate courts invelving
more than 90 judges—many of whom
were nominated by Republican Presi-
dents, including Donald Trump—are all
in agreement. That is pretty amazing.
isn't 11? A1l in agreement, No evidence
of widespread fraud. wrongdoing, or
other irregularities have heen uncov-
ered during the 2020 election. That is a
viclory for democracy. for our democ-
racy.,

Unfortunalely, some of our c¢ol-
leagues Loday ask us to do Lthe same
thing Lhat Donald Trump asked of the
secretary of state for Lhe Stale of
Georgia—10 overturn the resulls of the
2020 election withoul specific allegn-
tions and. more importantly, without
any prool. Our colleagues are asking us
not Lo abide by the will of the people
hut Lo bend Lo Lhe will of one man—one
man—Donald Trunp.

In 1787, delegales from the Thirteen
Colonies convened in Philadelphia Lo
debate the future of whal would he-
come the United Stales of America.
Our Founders disagreed on a lolL of
things. but. you know, they all agreed
on one thing for sure: They ddid not
wanl a King: they did not wanl a Mon-
arch. Many of them had been there.
done that. They didn't want Lo see it
and feel it again. and they sat up Lhis
jutricate syslem of checks and bal-
ances Lo ensure that we would never
have that all-powerful King in this
country.

That system of checks and balances
18 being pushed Lo a dangerous limit.
here Loday. bhul thal system will pre-
vail—along with it, our democracy.

Here are just some of the claims Don-
ald Trump and his legal Leam have
made and Lhat our colleagues lend cre-
dence to here Loday: thal Venezuela,
Cuba, and China rigged our country's
voling machines in favor of Joe Biden:
that dead people voted in this election.
and they only voled for Joe Biden: that
poll walchers and election ohservers
who risked their lives during this pan-
demic Lo uphold the intezrity of our
elections stuffed ballol boxes with
Biden votes. and then they shredded
Trump votes.

Not one—let me repeat—nol one of
these things is true. There is no evi-
dence—no evidence—toe hack up lhese
ridiculous claims. Many of these ab-
surd claims from Donalid Trump and
hiz legal team are nothing inore ihan
conspiracy Lhegries circuiting online.

This misinformation and dangerous
rhetoric from the President and his al-
lies—including calls for violence—have
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polluted our dizcourse and imperiled
cul peaceful Lransfer of power.

When our colleagues show indiffer-
ence Lo outright support Tor these un-
substantiated claims and conspiracy
theories. Lthey lead our Nation and our
Constlitution down a dangerous. dan-
gerous path.

All of us who serve here swore an
oath to support and delend our Con-
stilution, 1 swore thal same oalh as a
naval flight officer many times and as
midshipman before that. But all of us
here have sworn to support and defend
our Constitulion, not our political
party and certainly not any individual
candidate.

Colleagues. for the safely of our citi-
zens and our Republic, we must lead by
example. We musl turn the tempera-
ture down. It was a hard-fought cam-
paign. but the campaign is over, The
voLes have been counted, The count has
heen certified in all 50 States,

In 2 weeks. on January 20. Joe Biden
and Kamara Harris will be sworn in as
Presidenl and Vice President of the
United Slates. as they should he. We
have serious and urgenl challenges
that will require werking Logelher
with our new Presidentl and new Vice
President. with one another in this
Chamber—Democrats, Republicans.
and Independents—and with our col-
leagues over in the House of Represent-
atives.

Whal is on our to do’' list?

We can starlt wilh making sure that
hundreds of millions of Americans get
vaccinated—that we get off the dime
and start vaccinating. We vaccinated 4
million people last monlh. We were
supposed Lo have vaccinated 20 million.
How are we ever going to get Lo 250
million at this rate?

What else ig on our ““to do” list?

We are getling our kids back o
school. We have kids who ale unable to
wet on the internet. who are unahle to
participalte in their classes, and who
may not have any adull supervision at
home. They are struggling, and Lthey
are [alling even further behind. We
need to do something to help them.

Whal else is on our “to do' list?—
pelling their parents back to work.
just to name a few things. Think of all
of the millions of people who have losl
johs and don't have skills anymore to
1ill the jobs that are needed, They need
our help. They need Lo he relooled and
retrained, It is Lime to slop over-
lurning Lhe will of Lhe people. Lel's gel
back Lo working on their hehalf.

Abraham Lincoln has heen guoted a
couple of times here tonight. but he ob-
served al the end of Lhe Gettysburg Ad-
dress Lhat ours is a “government of the
people, by Lhe people, for the people.’”
Even in the midst of a civil war, Presi-
dent Lincoln pul his unwavering failh
in Lthe people to chart our Nation's
course. We would be wise Lo remember
Lincoln's words al this moment. at
this special moment. in our Nation's
history.

We are nol o governmenl of Trump.
by Trump. and for Trump. We are o
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government ot the people. by the peo-
ple. and for the people. and the people
have spoken. The people have spoken,
Our joby here loday is to listen to them
T intend to do that. I trust that my col-
lengues will join me in deoing that as
well.

I yield the floor,

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusells.

Mr. MARKLEY. My, President. first. I
wanl Lo Lthank all of the firsl respond-
ers who helped to prolect Lhis sacred
Chamber today and protecl Lhose elec-
toral college ballols,

Today is a special day. On a day
when some 2,500 or more Americans
will loge their lives Lo Lhe coronavirus.
when another 130,000 will he hospital-
ized with il. when hundreds of small
businesses will close Lhelr doors and
put thousands of Americans out of
work—oen this day—the U.5. Senate is
nol debating how to gel more life-
saving vaccines into Americans’ arms
or how Lo put 2,000 hadly needed dollars
into their poclets, No. Instead. we are
using the first days of the new Senate
anfd Congress Lo give lime Lo our rad-
ical Republican colleagues’ baseless
antd damaging claims of eleclion
fraud—all in an atlempt Lo Keep Don-
ald Trump in office in violation of the
U.8. Constitultion. There is a word for
this. 1L is called -sedition.” All of
these unfounded objections to Stlate
electors are seditious, They are noth-
ing short of an insurrection against the
established order of the U.S. Constitu-
Lion and our democralic Republic.

This is a historically shameful day
for Lhe Senale and for our countiry. To
e clear, the nolion that there is any
meaningtul voter fraud that has been
identified in the 2020 Presidential elec-
Lion is a dangerous. anti-democratic.
Lreasonous ficlion. Joe Biden won,
Donald Trump lost—period—but that
hasn't stopped the President and his
supporters from making allegations of
voler fraud in some 60 legal challenges
across the country. heard by some 90
judges, including Trump judicial ap-
pointees. Ncol one of these challenges
succeeded—not one. Despile Lhis ye-
ality. my radical Republican col-
leagues claim we must have a commis-
sion Lo investigatle the fraud.

Well, we do know one of the most un-
deniable instances of substanlial and
significanl eleclion frraud ever, We even
have a recording and a transcript of it.
It is of President Trump. talking like a
Mafia boss Lo the Georgia Secretary of
State—a  Republican no  less—pres-
suring and threatening him to fix Lhe
election in Trump's favor, and holding
out the prospect of criminal prosecu-
tion if he doesn’t,

“Find me 11,780 votes.” Trump sald.
Well. someone should {ind Donald
Tramp a real lawyer and measure him
for an orange jumpsuil. because the
list of statutes that this latest. shovk-
ing Presidential phone call may viclale
is too long Lo recite. The President’s
words on that phone call—indeed, his
conducl since his election—demand a
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serious response, one much more sel‘i-
ous than the sham bhefore us Loday.

Firsl, Federal and Slate law enforce-
ment authorities should investigate
Donald Trump for election fraud. ex-
tortion, conspiracy. and  whatever
other charges it the bhill and. if war-
ranted, indicl and try him for any
crimes he has commiltied.

Second. we must recognize that Don-
ald Trump is and will remain a danger
o our Constitution and our democ-
racy. So. while Lime is certainly lm-
iled, we should impeach Trump again
and bar him from holding office in Lhe
future.

Finally, we should aholish the elec-
Loral college. IL is a veslige of a racist
Jim Crow America. and we have oul-
agrown it. Bvery person’s vole in every
State should count just Lhe same--one
person. one vole.

Election fraud and reform are very
serious issnes. Election reform abso-
Tutely should he debated in Congress,
which i why. instead of today's Ka-
buki theater, I invite my Republican
colleagues Lo stand up and say: Yes. we
need to protect and expand voting
rights and election security. We need
aulomatic voter registration. We need
online voter registratlon. We need
same-day voler registration. We should
make election day a Federal holiday.
We should veslore voling rights to peo-
ple with prior felony convictions., We
should support independenl redis-
tricting commissions, Lel's spend our
time {ebating Lthal on the floor—debat-
ing how Lo reduce Uhe influence of hig
money in our political system. to slow
the revolving door between government
officlals and lohbyists. to stop gerry-
mandering and voter suppression. That
is the real election reform 1hal we
should be debating and supporting, not
these shameful. craven. haseless objec-
tions.

More than 350,000 Americans have
died from the coronavirus. That is the
iruth. Nearly 8 million people have
fallen into poverty hecause of the eco-
nomic crisis caused by Lhis virus. That
is the truth. Wearing a mask saves
lives. Vaccines are safe and effective.
That is the trulh. Joe Biden won. Don-
ald Trump lost, Thal is the truth,

I urge all of my Senate colleagues 1o
vole againsl Lhese objecticns. affirm
our democracy. and recognize that Joe
Biden and KaMALA HARRIs will right-
fully he sworn in on January 20 as the
PresidenlL and Vice President of the
United Stales,

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator rom Connecticul,

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr., President.
today was a stomach-turning. gut-
wrenching moment in our history.
Truly. it was an assault on the hearl of
our democracy.

I wanl to join in thanking the first
responders and the polive.

I also wanl 1o thank others who have
been heroes of our democracy--unsung
in many instances. Firsl, they arve all
of the election officials. all of the poll
workers. all of the members of boards
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of election who actually counted the
voles—who went to Lthe polls and made
sure Lhat votes could be cast—and who,
ultimately. stood firm for Lhe integrity
of thal voling system.

I want to thank the judges There are
now ahout 90 of them who. excepl for
one 0r lwo who ruled the other wav on
a Lechnicalily, have stood firmm for the
integrity of L(hat voling svstem. In
those G0 Lo 70 cases. except Tor Lthat one
who ruled on a lechnicality, they went
with Lhe integrity of our voling system
and the rule of law.

Today was., indeed. disgusting and
sickening. 1t was shocking and des-
picable. Il was hearthreaking. but it
was nol surprising. In facl. today’s as-
saull on our democracy—the mob vio-
lence. Lhe riots, Lhe thugs and goons
who were inspired and incited by the
Presidenl of Lhe United States—all
were of a piece, in these pasl 4 vears. of
a President who has no respect for the
truth or the rule of law.

Donald Trump's Presidency is com-
ing to a close in Lhe very same way it
began—with an attack on our demog-
racy. In 2016. the Trump campaign wel-
comed hostile foreign interference with
our election. The President refused to
acknowledee thal he would accept (he
results of the eleclion if he lost, Then,
again and again. he demonslraled his
contempt. for Lhe rule of law and for
laws themselves, He obslructed juslice.
and he would have been charged with il
had he not heen the President of Lhe
United States. He invited a foreign
government to interfere in our elec-
tions and find dirt on his political op-
ponent,

Most disturhingly. these aclions hy a
President who demonsirated thal con-
Lempt for the rule of law were met wilh
silence from many political leaders,
our colleagues here in the Senale
among them—silence in the face of
that contempt for the rule of law and
disrespect for the law enforcers.

S0 we could have seen Loday coming,
In fact. we did. I warned about it. and
others did hecause Lhe fantasies and
falsehoods thal drove those rioters—
nol protesters but lhe mob who as-
saulted the temple of democracy—were
fueled by Lhe President's
misslatements and lies and contemptl
for the Lruth., and he was enabled. He
had enablers.

Today. we are stopping. in one in-
stance, that enabling. but we must also
make sure to slop il going forward.
The political stunt thal brought us
here today offers no greal solace that
it will, ‘These stunts have con-
sequences. We say words have con-
sequences. and the actions today will
have significant conseguences. They
are an attack on our democracy that
undermines Lhe core tenets of our
American Government and a disrespecl
for the will of the people and a peaceful
lransition of power. The political
stunts themselves, driven by  oppor-
lunism. blaze a path that can be fol-
lowed hy more compelent challenges
just as the dictatorial instinets and ac-
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Lions of this President can he followed
by more effective would-he Lyranls in-
Lent on destroying our Republic.

Yes. we have more important tasks
Lhat we should be addressing as well—
the pandemic., the economic revival.
Yel. taday. we must be mindful of the
threal to our demogeracy thal we face
down and come together on a hipar-
Lisan basis, but silence i never excus-
able in the face of lawlessness al the
very Lop of our polilical slructure.

1 vield Lhe floor.

The PRESIDING O¥FICER, The Sen-
ator from Delaware.

Mr. COONS. Mr. President. T have a
quesltion for all of my colleagues this
evening, which is this: Whal happened
here today, and how is it different from
what we expected as we assembled in
this Chhamber early this afternoon?

Badly. much like the impeachment
trial of just a year ago. I think as
many of us slogged our way Lo the Na-
Lion's Capital and dutifully filed into
Lthis Chamber, we expected hours andl
hours of debate and dircussion. know-
ing the oulcome. knowing thal whal
was heing engaged in by a handful of
our colleagues was a political stunt,
feeding the ego of our President, who is
chasing conspiracy theories about how
e actually won the election 2 months
ago that he lost and indulging his be-
Hel that somehow. somelhow. Lhe Con-
gress could still. at the last momendt.
snatch victory from the jaws of defeat.

Even in the last day, President
Trumyp had been haranguing his own
incredibly loyal Vice President. MIKE
PENCE. as if somehow Vice President
PERCE would simply declare him Presi-
dent today.

We knew Lhal President Trump had
heen stirring up the spirits of Lhou-
sands. urging lhem to come to Wash-
inglon. We had an inkling that he
might go oul and speak to them. but [
don’L think. as we filed into this Cham-
ber. any of us—any of us—expecled
that, for the second Lime in our Repub-
lic's history. Lhe perimeleyr of this Cap-
itnl would be breached. Members of Lhe
Senate would be rushed to safety: that
not justk the Capitol Police hut U.S,
Marshals and FBI officers and fully
combat-geared soldiers would be in Lhe
U.8, Capilol, laking it back from a ri-
otous mob of thugs.

Just a few momenls ago. I wenl to
the Rotunda 1o see the litter and the
trash. the residue and the remnants cof
Lhose who Llook over this building
today. and 1o say thank you Lo Lthe men
and women ol law enforcement who
helped secure it after it fell Lo an angry
moh.

Bul. folks, we have Lo Lhink ahout
Lhe consequences of whal happened
here today. why this happened. and
what it means amd what it Leaches. he-
cause, franklyv. tonight, now, the whole
world is watching., The entire world is
walchineg a montage of scenes—of folks
cavorling in Lhe Capitol. half-naked
men taking thal seatl, scrawling things
on differenl surfaces. parading up and
down the Capilol corridors with a Con-
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lederate flag and a Trumyp ag, and in
other wayvs signaling that they had
done something significant. No. In facl.
what they have actually done Is weal-
ened our democracy. showed some of
ity fragility. and encouraged our oppo-
nents aroand Lhe world.

In the last 2 months since the elec-
tion. we have one man who has aban-
doned his posl. who has mostly spent
his time golling and (weeling and in-
dulging himself in conspiracy thegiies
and been less and less attuned Lo our
nalional security and to a raglng pan-
demic. and ancther man. our Presi-
dent-elect. who is preparing to tlake
over the responsibility for leading this
country oul of Lhis pandemic and oul
of itg currenl slate of deep. deep divi-
sion.

President Trump has abandoned his
post. He does not deserve {o be Presi-
dent any longer. and he poses a real
and presenl threat 1o the future of our
democracy.

But lel me also say this Lo my col-
leagues. half of whom changed Lheir in-
tended vole today after seeing what
happened in the Capitol. There were, as
we hegan. roughly 13 Senators—Repub-
licans—who said thev were going Lo
vote against the certification of the
elaction, and when we aclually finally
called the rell, 1t was just 67 of them
having been chastened hy Lhe evenls of
today. Bul two who conlinue on this
quest clerked for the Supreme Court
Chief Justice. are deeply schoolad in
the law. and know better than what
they did Loday. And in the House, In
the debale going on over in the House
even now. more Lhan 100 House Repub-
licans continue with this effort.

On this [loor earlier today, this
evening, there were strong and clear
and hrave speeches by Republicans and
Democrats alike.

S0 1 have a question as we move foir-
ward. When will this fever hreak? When
will we finally say to each othen
Enough is enough of indulging and fol-
lJowing populism and demagoguery. s
it lime to finally show who Lhe leaders
are and to uphold our Constitution
Lhat every one of Lhe House Members
and a third of us swore Lo uphold just
3 davs ago?

I will Lell you. as I look ahead. lhat
I am confident that 2 weeks [rom now,
Joseph Biden will be sworn in as the
nexl Presidenl. KAMALA HARKRIS sworn
in as lhe nexlL Vice President. and we
have a unique moment in my lifetime.
because. as Presidenls and leaders in
the Senate of both parties over the last
decades have observe(d, Lhe Senate has
steadily shrunk In its significance, its
role. in its power. and the Presidency
has steadily grown. Not in my life-
time—nol since LBJ—DBave we had an
meoming President who spent 36 years
in this Chamber.

We have a chance with Joe Biden, a
Presidenl-elect who ran on bringing
our country together. a President-elect
who ran on lurning the page from our
moment of national division. and a
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President-eleel who respects and hon-
ors and undetrstands the signifivance of
Lthis hody,

B0 we have Lo lake this opportunity
Lo heal. 1o hear each cother. Lo com-
promise, Lo work together., and to see
the real challenges facing Lhe Amer-
ican people and take Lthis lasl best mo-
ment.

What happened here today should
leave all of us gravely concerned aboul
Lhe health and the future of our democ-
racy. and Lthe oppertunity we will have
2 weeks from today is one we should
nol lel pass us by,

1 yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachuset (s,

Ms. WARREN. Mr. President. more
Lhan 350.000 of our loved cnes have died
Mrom a terrible disease. Small husi-
nesses have gone under, never (o le-
open. Millions have lost Ltheir jobs, and
too many families don’l know how
they are going Lo pay the rent or put
aroceries on the tahle,

It is Lough out there, hut Americansg
are fighters, and despite all the chal-
lenges. In November Lhey did what
Americans do when Lhey are unhappy
with their leadership—they voled for
change. They turned their backs on a
sitting President who fans the flames
of hatred while bhodies pile up in the
morgue. Instead. they elecled a new
President who wanls to save lives. to
save our economy. and Lo save our de-
MOCTAcy,

Even as Lhe pandemic raged. Amerl-
cans showed up for democracy. Stales
worked overtime to sel up safe sys-
lems. Dallot. drop hoxes. early voling,
and gallons of hand sanitizer. Voters
mailed (heir ballols earlier. put on
masks. and stood in line at the polls,
The eleclion of 2020 shattered wvoting
records.

So here we are on the floor of the
U.8. Senate in the aftermath of a his-
toric election held in the middle of a
pandemic. People are suffering. and we
should be working Lo gel them the help
they need. Instead. we are here hecause
Donald Trump wants Lo overturn the
results of thal election. The Repul-
licans objecting to the results of Lhis
election will be judged hy hislory. but
Lhe rest of us will be judged as well,

Il is owr responsibility to stand up
for our democracy even while other
Senalors work to undermine it.

Losing is hard, 1 ran for President
myself. It was a hard-fought primary.
but Joe Biden won and I losl. T am not
the only one Lo live through that: a
number of Senators in this room have
run for President. None of us was suc-
cessful, and when we lost. we conceded
and we gol out of the race because thal
is how democracy works., None of us
lied ahout the results. We didn't throw
temper Lanlrums, We didn't tell our al-
lies in Congress or the States Lo over-
turn the results. We didn'l feed poi-
sonous propagahda 1o our supporters.
We didn't urge people Lo march on
State capitals or Lo descend on Wash-
inzlon. We accepled the will of the vot-
ers,
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And it i nol just us: it i= evervone
who has run {or President since the bhe-
einning of America. Only once in
America’s history have the people who
lost Lried Lo Durn dewn our democracy
on the way oul. They caused a civil
war that nearly destroyed our Nalion,

Make no mistake, the viclence we
witnessed in this Chamber today was
the direct result of the poisonous lies
thal Donald Trump repeated again and
again for more Lhan 2 montihs. His
words have consequences, Our idemoc-
lacy has been grievously injured by
this lying coward.

This effort Lo subvert our democracy
is not merely one last Presidential tan-
trum. This effort is designed to knock
out Lhe hasic pillar on which democ-
racy is founded: Lhe idea that the vol-
ers—nol the sitting Presidenl and not
the Members of Congress bul the voters
decide who will lead Lhis Nation.

A democracy in which (he elecled
leaders do notl bend to the will of the
volers is no democracy, 1t is a totalj-
tarian state. And Lhose who pursue this
effort are supporting a coup.

I urge my colleagues Lo vole no on
this effort Lo overthrow our democ-
TACY,

1 vield the floor,

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska.

| r—— T ————

RECESS SUBJECT TO THE CALL OF
THE CHAIR

Ms. MURKOWSKIL Mr. President. 1
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ale stand in racess subject Lo lhe call
of the chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection. the Senate slands in recess
subject Lo the call of the Chair.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 11:25 p.m..
recessed subject to the call of the Chair
and reassembled al 12:28 a.m. when
called to order by Lthe Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader,

Mr. MCCONNELL. I know of no fur-
ther debate.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Pursuanl to
3. Con. Res. 1 and section 17. title III.
U.8. Code. when Lhe two Houses with-
draw from the joint session to counl
the electoral vote for separate consid-
eration of an cohjection. a Senator may
speak (o the objeclion for 5 minutes
and nel more than once, Debate shall
not exceed 2 hours, after which the
Chair will put the question: Shall the
ohjeclion be sustained?

The clerk will reporl the objection
made in the joint session.

The senior assistant legislaLlive clerk
read as follows:

Objection {rom Senalor HAWLEY [rom Mis-
souri and Representative PEURY [rom Penn-
sylvania, “We, a U.S. Senator and Member of
1he House of Representatives. object 1o the
counting of the electoral voles of the State
of Penneylvania on the grouml that they
were not. under all of the kuown c¢ir-
cnmstances, regularly given,”

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader,
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Mr. MeCONNELL. T know of no [ur-
ther debale.
VOTE OX OBJECTION 1O COUNTING
PENNSYLVANIA ELECTORAL VOTES
The VICE PRESIDENT. If there is no
further debate, the question is. Shall
Lhe objection submitted by the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania. Mr. PERRY.
and the Senalor [from Missouri. Mi.
HAWLEY. be suslained?
Is there a sufficient second?
Mr. THUKNE. 1 ask for the yeas and
nays.
The VICE PRESIDENT,
will ¢gll Lhe roll,
The legislative clerk called the roll,
The resull was announced—yeus 7.
nays 82, as follows:
[Rolleall Vote No. 2 Leg )

The clerk

YEAS 7
Crug Lanumne Tuberalle
Hawley Marshall
Hvde-smrth scott i F1,

NAYS @2
Haldwin Grahanm Petogs
Batrusso Grassley Portmag
Hinnel Hazerty Hemd
Hlavkburn Harris Wise
Qhumenthal Hassan ROmnev
Blunt Hyinrwh Ttusen
Buoke Hickenlungan Rounds
Buozn:zn Huong Rabto
Braun Hoeven T
Diowa Inhotr L
Bury Johnzan
L‘nn_{\\'c n h_mnr sehummiot
Capito Kelly S otl (50
Cardin Kenmedy :it 1 ™
Carpel King e m‘ L
Casey Klobughar ﬁhﬂw
Casauly Lankioi ¢ S
Collins Lealy Hpieh
Coons 1o stabenow
Cornvn Loeffley Hulliven
Cottes Mo T.0jah Teste
Callan Aanehin Thune
Crimer Aarkey Tillis
Crapo MeConnall Toomey
Panes Menendoss Van Hollen
Duckworth Merklev Wainer
Dutbhin Moran Wurren
Erensr Murkoivski Whnchouse
Feinatem Murphv Wickes
Fischer Murpay Wrden
Gillibpand Paul Yount

The VICE PRESIDENT. On this vote.
the yeas are 7. the nays ave 92,

The objection is not sustained.

The Secrelary will notify the House
of the action of Lhe Senate. informing
Lhat body that the Senale is now ready
Lo proceed Lo Joint Session for further
count of tlie electoral vote for Presi-
dent and Vice President.

The majority leader.

—
ORDER OF BUSINESS
Mr., MCCONNELL, Mr. President. for

informadlion of all of our colleagues. we
don’t expect additional voles Lonight.

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were comununicated Lo
Lhe Senate hy Ms. Roberts, one of his
secrelaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED
Ar in executive session the Presidinge
Officer 1aid hefore the Senale messages
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