
July 30, 2012 
 
Honorable James R. Taylor 
Fourth District Court Judge 
125 North 100 West  
Provo, UT 84601 
	  
Subject:       The Court ORDER of January 27, 2012, unfulfilled by Utah  

          County Attorney Jeff Buhman.  Case Number: 120400093 

Dear Judge Taylor, 

On January 23, 2012, we, Paul Sorensen and Ken Severn, filed six misdemeanor 
accusations against Cedar Hills Mayor Eric Richardson and City Manager 
Konrad Hildebrandt, under Utah Code 77-6-4. 

On January 27, 2012, the Court cited Utah Code 77-6-4, quoting, “the court shall 
furnish a copy of the accusation to the county attorney…who shall investigate 
and may prosecute the accusation.”  The Court wrote, “…The ORDER of this 
Court that the clerk forward a complete copy of the accusation…to the Utah 
County Attorney for investigation or further action as may be appropriate.” 

Despite over six months of effort to persuade the County Attorney to realize this 
court ORDER, it has not been fulfilled as no “investigation” or “action” has 
occurred.  In reviewing what has and has not transpired, it appears that there is 
confusion as to the meaning in your ORDER.  We believe we understand it.  
Your ORDER appears to mean what it says, “investigate.”  The County Attorney 
and now the State AG’s office seem to believe there is ambiguity with your 
ORDER.   

Initially we considered whether a writ for Contempt of Court would be appropriate 
but instead think it would be more productive to request the honorable Court 
clarify the intent of the January 27, 2012 court ORDER. 

The following is provided to document our need and interest in the State Law and 
the honorable Court’s ORDER being addressed by the County Attorney: 

• In a February 14, 2012 letter, the County Attorney explained his reasons why 
he had not, nor would he begin, an investigation.  Despite the Court’s 
ORDER, misdemeanor (criminal) accusations, and State Code requiring an 
investigation, County Attorney Mr. Buhman claimed he did not have the 
“authority” to investigate and did not believe the accusations to be criminal. 

"Each of the matter complained of, if true, would be 
troubling.  However, the matters complained of, if true, are not 
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violations of criminal statutes.  Consequently, my office does not have 
authority to conduct and investigation."  (see attached letter, pg. 2) 

 
• The six misdemeanor accusations filed with the honorable Court are by 

definition “criminal,” and thus provide “authority”, not to mention the “authority” 
provide by the Judge’s ORDER.  Therefore, the inaction has frustrated and 
confused us. 

• Over the past six months we, and others from the Cedar Hills Citizens for 
Responsible Government coalition, visited with the County Attorney once and 
his assistant Jeff Robinson twice, exchanged a number of emails and phone 
calls, and have provided additional evidence as requested with hope of 
prompting the investigation ORDERED by the Court, but to no avail.  

• The most recent response regarding our request to reconsider initiating the 
investigation was a May 3, 2012 email, in which Mr. Buhman acknowledged 
that “…investigators have the information [supplementary accusations] you 
emailed to our office,” (April 27, 2012).  Further, he, said that his office would 
review the materials, “in a few weeks.”  It has been almost three months 
now.  (see email below, emphasis added)   

To date we have received no response regarding this or other materials we 
provided the Utah County Attorney’s office. 

• Over recent months, numerous newspaper, television and radio reports 
indicate developments has deteriorated in Cedar Hills government, and we 
are concerned that public records may be, or may have already been altered 
or destroyed, in what we believe may be a possible ongoing crime.   

o “Cedar Hills city manager, two other employees resign Tuesday” –      
(Daily Herald, May 2),  

o “Cedar Hills mayor accused of $2M investment scheme; city officials 
resign” – (KSL, May 2),  

o “Cedar Hills Officials Facing Accusations, 3 Resign” – (KUTV, May 3),   
o “Cedar Hills city recorder says she was forced out” – (Deseret News, 

May 4) 
o “Feds sue Cedar Hills mayor for alleged fraud” – (Salt Lake Tribune, 

May 4) 
o “Mayor resigns amid criticism over finances” – (Deseret News – June 

26) 
o “Former Cedar Hills Mayor charged with one count of bank fraud” - 

(Daily Herald – June 28) 
o “Ex-mayor appears headed to prison after admitting bank fraud” – 

(Deseret News, July 23) 
o Please see www.CedarHillsCitizens.org for addition news LINKS. 
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• We also believe that much of the recent events perpetrated by the two 
accused Cedar Hills officials may have been avoided had the County Attorney 
fulfilled the Court ORDER in a timely manner back in January.    

• Most significantly, we recently learned of an undisclosed conflict of interest on 
the part of both the Peter Stirba of Stirba & Associates and County Attorney 
Office, and have filed a complaint requesting investigation by the Utah Bar 
Association.  It appears that Mr. Stirba has been representing both Cedar 
Hills officials at taxpayer expense, as well as the County Attorney’s office in 
capacity as counsel.  This is highly inappropriate, and may have contributed 
to the lack of action by the County Attorney. 

THEREFORE, for these reasons provided herein: 

1. It is our plea The honorable Court will consider a clarification of the January 
27, 2012 Court ORDER.  Or, 

2. We respectfully petition the Court to consider a Writ of Mandamus, or a Writ 
of Contempt of Court, and/or any other means necessary to have the Court’s 
ORDER to “investigate” be realized according to State Code in an expeditious 
manner. 

 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Ken Severn         Paul Sorensen    
4511 Landmark Cir    4078 W. Oak Road North 
Cedar Hills, UT 84062   Cedar Hills, UT 84062 
Home: 801-763-9013   Home: 801-701-0042 
      Cell:   949-433-1612 
 
 
Please	  see	  attachments	  below…	  
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On Thu, May 3, 2012 at 3:56 PM, Jeffrey Buhman  <jeffreyb.ucadm@state.ut.us>  
wrote: 
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Mr. Severn, 
 
Our investigators have the information you emailed to our office.  They will review 
the information as they are able and will make a recommendation to me about 
whether to conduct an investigation.  I anticipate that will take a few weeks.  If 
you have any questions please feel free to contact our Bureau of Investigations. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Jeff Buhman 
Utah County Attorney 
100 E. Center Street, Suite 2100 
Provo, UT 84606 
(801)851-8026 
	  


